IN ISLAM

BY SHAYKH SAALIH AL-FAWZAAN




THE STATUS OF

IN ISLAM

BY SHAYKH SAALIH AL-FAWZAAN



© Authentic Statements Publishing, USA
~NAll rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in any language, stored in any retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or by any means, whether electronic,
mechanic, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without express
permission of the copyright owner.

ISBN: 978-1-4675-8231-5

First Edition: September 2013/Dhul Q'idah 1434
Cover Design: Usui Design info@usuldesign.com
Translator: Raha bin Donald Batts

Formatting: Abu Nuh bin Shamsuddm

Authentic Statements Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 15536 Philadelphia, PA, USA 19131
P. 215.382-3382 Fax 215.382.3782

Store Location:
5000 Locust St.(Side Entrance)
Philadelphia, PA, USA 19139

Contact Info:
www.authenticstatements.com
E. info@authenticstatements.com
P.215.834.2640

Please visit our website for upcoming publications, Islamic Audio,
DVD s, online catalogs, information on events and seminars, and
much more.

Printed in the United States of America


mailto:info@usuldesign.com
http://www.authenticstatements.com
mailto:info@authenticstatements.com

The Status of Women in Al-Islam

HeEE STATUS. ..o e e e e eas 4
The Status of the Woman in the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance......... 5
The Woman Working Outside of her Home..........cccovvvveiiiiciennne. 29
Rulings which are Connected to the Woman.........cccevvveeeeiineeneennnns 3
What is Specific to the Women in terms of Worship..........cccocceenin. 43

Appendix One: Advice to the Women from Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan.56
Appendix Two: Question Posed to Shaykh ‘Ubayd Al-JabirT about

the Woman Travelling with her Thirteen Year Old Son.................... 59
Appendix Three: The Advice of Shaykh Al-AlbanT to Women who
ACE HKE MEBN ...t e e 60



The Status of Women in Al-Islam

HER STATUS

Il the praise is for Allah, the Lord of all that exists. May

prayers and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his

family and companions altogether. As to what follows: Some
deemed it to be strange, (wondering) why this specific topic was
chosen; are there not topics more important than it?

The Answer: This specific topic was chosen due to that which is
stirred regarding it within this time from doubts. This is because
the topic of the woman is important within the society; for she is
the primary pillar of the offspring from which society is
formulated. So if she is rectified then she is a reason for the
rectification of her offspring and her family. In this regard, the poet
said:

< [PV ¥10j-U

The mother is a school; if you prepare her
Then you have prepared generations of good

The topic is in refutation of the doubts of those who have taken,
from the woman, a post behind which they cover themselves in
order to ridicule Al-Islam; they desire, as well, to corrupt the
woman and to corrupt the society from behind it. The enemies of
Allah and His Messenger continuously, within every time and place,
spread corruption in the earth in order to destroy crops and cattle.
So the topic of the woman has become a topic of importance to
which it is befitting to give concern, and to clarify her status within
Al-Islam in order that that fog which has accumulated from the
propaganda of the deviants may vanish.

The topic of the woman has become casual speech in this time.
The radio broadcasts, in most cases, comprise the topic of the
woman; being focused upon it. The newspapers and magazines
comprise the topic of the woman, focusing upon it so that by way
of it they may bring many doubts which perhaps perplex the
confused or the ignorant. Upon investigation into the history of the
woman over the passing of time, the loftiness of her status within
Al-Islam-rather, in all of the divine religions- Al-Islam— rather, in
all of the divine religions— becomes clear to us.
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The Status of the Woman In the Pre-
Islamic Days of Ignorance

he woman, as you know from that which the

Qur'an informs regarding her status in the pre-

Islamic days of the ‘Arabs, was such that they
would treat her with the highest degree of evil and they
would neglect her rights and consider her to be a worthless
commodity. They disdained her and they disdained the birth of
daughters. As Allah, the Glorified and High, has said:

“And when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought to
any of them, his face becomes dark, and he is filled with inward
grief! He hides himself from the people because of the evil of that
whereof he has been informed. Shall he keep her with dishonor or
bury her in the earth? Certainly, evil is their decision.” [An-Nahl:

58-59]

If a daughter was born for one of them, or he was informed of
that, he would be annoyed and would be ashamed before the
people and he would be ashamed to walk amongst the people.
Perhaps, a daughter would be bom for him and he would try to
conceal it from the people, due to the evil (perception) of that
which he has been given tidings of. Then he would think:

Shall he keep her with dishonor? [An-Nahl: 59]

Meaning: Should he let her live while being scorned and she is
scorned; and remain patient with that?
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Shall he keep her with dishonor or bury her in the earth?
Certainly, evil is their decision. [An-Nah159]

Meaning: Bury this daughter alive within the earth until she dies.

This is what they used to do. They would do away with the
daughters; meaning, they would bury them alive until they died
beneath the dirt in order to free themselves of them. Allah, the
Glorified and High, has said:

And when the female (infant) buried alive (as the pagan Arabs
used to do) shall be questioned. [At-TakwTr:8]

Meaning, (regarding) the daughter who was buried, the one who
buried her will be asked about this despicable murder on the Day
of Standing.

Likewise, they would deal with the woman—if she remained alive
and they did not do away with her—they would deal with her in an
evil manner. They would not leave an inheritance for the woman if
her relative passed away. Rather, they would deprive her of
inheritance and say: Inheritance is for the one who carries weapons
and rides horses (i.e., the men); as for the woman, then she does
not have a share of inheritance nor does she deserve it. They would
deprive her of her right and would oppress her out of that which
Allah had given her from the inheritance of her relative; even if he
was the nearest of the people to her in relation, she would not
inherit one penny from him.

From their manner of dealing with the woman if she remained
alive is that if her husband passed away, then they would race
towards her and whichever of them reached her first and casted his
garment upon her then he had the most right to her and would
inherit her from the deceased just as one inherited money. Then
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after that, he would choose to either marry her (even if she did not
want him), or he would marry her off and take her dowry, or he
would prevent her from marrying anyone; meaning, he would keep
her from marrying until she could free herself from him by way of
money which she would pay him. Allah, the Exalted, said:

“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against
their will, and you should not treat them with harshness, that you
may take away part of the Mahr you have given them.” [An-Nisa:l9]

This is how they dealt with the woman; either they would bury her
beneath the dirt until she died, or they would keep her in
degradation. Meaning: They would not give her any inheritance if
her relative passed away or if her husband died then they would
handle her just as a king handles his possessions, not giving her a
choice or any control over herself.

Likewise, one of them would marry a large number of women with
no limit or restriction. One of them would marry tens of women
and not care for their rights nor would he treat them
appropriately.

This was the society of the pre-Islamic days of ignorance and this
was the status of the woman therein, as Allah, the Exalted, has
mentioned with the Qur’an.

Then Al-Islam came and released the woman from this bondage
and these restraints and gave her due rights; and acknowledged her
status and clarified that the woman is the counterpart of the man.
He and she were created from one father and one mother. Allah
has said:
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife
[Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He created many men and
women and fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual
(rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship.
Surely, Allah is Ever an All Watcher over you.” [An-Nisa:l]

Allah, the Glorified and High, has informed that the woman and
man were created from one father and one mother. And that is
Adam and Hawa (Eve), upon them be prayers and peace. So there
is no distinction for the man over her in terms of their origin. She
is his sister from his father and his mother and she is his
counterpart. Allah, the Glorified and High, has said:

“O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and
made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another.
Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who
has At-Tagwa [i.e., one of the MuttagAn (pious - see V.2:2)]. Verily,
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.” [Al-Hujurat :13]

Allah, the Glorified and High, has informed that the man and the
woman both were created from a man and a woman. There is no
nobility for the male over the female or for the female over that
male, except by way of At-Tagwa. As Allah has stated:

o 5=1() j-
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"Verily, the most honorable ofyou with Allah is that (believer) who
has At-Tagwa.” (Al-Hujurat:13)

He has also conferred His favor upon the men by making for them
spouses from amongst themselves.

Allah, the Glorified and High, has said:

“And Allah has made for you wives of your own kind, and has
made for you, from your wives, sons and grandsons, and has
bestowed on you good provision. Do they then believe in false
deities and deny the Favor of Allah (by not worshipping Allah
Alone).' [An-Nahl:72]

From the favor of Allah, the Majestic and High, upon the men is
that He has made for them from amongst themselves (meaning he
has created for them from their species) spouses and from them
they are given children, grandchildren, and offspring. Allah, the
Glorified and High, has said:

“And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives from
among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has
put between you affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed
signs for a people who reflect” [Ar-Rum:2I]

From the signs of Allah, Gloried and Exalted be He, is that He
created for the men spouses in order that they may live with them
and that there may occur tranquility for them (by way of them). So
the woman is a source of repose for the man by whom he finds
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ease from many difficulties, and he is able to associate and share
life with her. He has placed love and mercy between them. He is a
foreign man and she is a foreign woman, and Allah has brought
them together and joined their hearts and has placed between
them love and mercy. Meaning, that He, Glorified and Exalted be
He, by way of bringing them together, has caused love and mercy
to occur in order that conciliation and harmony may result. And in
order that praiseworthy results may be brought about by way of
bringing the man and the woman together with legislative
marriage.

This is from the favor of Allah upon the male. Allah reminds him
with it, in order that he may give Him thanks and praise Him for
that. This is from that which clarifies the fact that the woman was
not created in vein. And that she is not merely a means of cheap
enjoyment as the ignorant people describe her to be. She is a main
stay and integral part and a pillar within this society. By way of
her, offspring and reproduction occurs in this society. By way of
her, offspring and reproduction occurs and there also occurs from
her repose for the man as well as relaxation, affection and love, in
order that the building of the society may be completed.

He also, Glorified and Exalted be He, refutes the pre-Islamic period
of ignorance regarding their oppression of the woman as it relates
to inheritance, and Allah gave her rights from it.

As He, Glorified and Exalted be He, stated:
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“There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left
by parents and those nearest related, whether, the property be
small or large -a legal share.” [An-Nisa:7]

And Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He, said as it relates to the
inheritance of the daughter:
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“Allah commands you as regards your children's (inheritance); to
the male, a portion equal to that of two females; if (there are) only
daughters, two or more, their share is two thirds of the
inheritance; if only one, her share is half.”

Up to His statement:

“In that which your wives leave, your share is a half if they have no
child; but if they leave a child, you get a fourth of that which they
leave after payment of legacies that they may have bequeathed or
debts. In that which you leave, their (your wives) share is a fourth
if you leave no child; but if you leave a child, they get an eighth of
that which you leave." [An-Nisa: 11-17

He also obligated for the mother a portion within His statement:

“If (there are) no children, and the parents are the (only) heirs, the
mother has a third; if the deceased left brothers or (sisters), the
mother has a sixth.” [An-Nisa:ll]
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So he clarified the portion of the mother along with that of the
child, and her share when there is no child, and her share along
with the brothers as well as if there are no brothers. Within these
verses, the mother and the wife are given inheritance. The sister is
given inheritance within the statement of the Most High:

“They ask you for a legal verdict Say: "Allah directs (thus) about
Al-Kalalah (those who leave neither descendants nor ascendants as
heirs). If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she
shall have half the inheritance. If (such a deceased was) a woman,
who left no child, her brother takes her inheritance If there are
two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the inheritance: if there
are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the
female." [An-Nisa:l76]

And, He also gave the daughter and the daughters inheritance. This
is the inheritance of the woman whether she is a daughter, a sister,
or a mother as well as a wife. Allah gave her this ability and
returned her right to her which had been stripped away and He
nullified that which occurred in the pre-Islamic days of ignorance
from the deprivation of her for her inheritance.

Also, Allah, the Glorified and High, refuted and nullified that which
occurred during the pre-Islamic days of ignorance from their
inheriting the woman fromthe deceased, just as one inherits
money, when Allah, the Glorifiedand High, clarified that the
woman is notinherited andshe is not money. She is a creation

which He has ennobled and given status. Allah, theExalted, has

said:

12
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“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against
their will, and you should not treat them with harshness, that you
may take away part of the dowry you have given them, unless they
commit open illegal sexual intercourse And live with them
honorably.” [An-Nisa:19]

He, Glorified be He, also nullified that which occurred during the
pre-Islamic days of ignorance from them marrying a number of
women with no limit and no equity. So the person may only marry
from women that which Allah wills. Moreover, Allah, the Glorified,
has limited this with a limit that contains justice and equity, and
not oppression for the man or for the woman.

The Most High has said:

<0 <Iif

“And if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the
orphan girls, then marry (other) women of your choice, two or
three, or four but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal
justly (with them), then only one or (the captives and the slaves)
that your right hands possess. That is nearer to prevent you from
doing injustice.” [An-Nisa:3]

So in place of their marrying many women, Allah set for that a
limit which is not permissible to transgress; and that is four
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women. This limit is that which is legislated and it is the equity
which the woman is treated with; and the man is given his right.

Some of the men, when they embraced Al-Islam during the period
of Allah's Messenger () had with them many women. The
Prophet (M) would command him to choose four of them as Allah
has obligated and as Allah has delineated. This legislation is firmly
fixed up until the Day of Standing. It will not be changed nor will
it be altered. It is the legislation of justice and equity.

Likewise, Allah, the Exalted, has given the woman ownership of her
dowry. As the Most High has stated:

“And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr (obligatory
bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of
marriage) with a good heart, but if they, of their own good
pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it, and enjoy it without
fear of any harm (as Allah has made it lawful).” [An-Nisa:4]

So the Sadaq and the Mahr is a right that is due to the woman
which it is obligatory upon the husband to give her, and he is not
to decrease it at all. Nor is he to keep any of it except that which
she permits herself and gives to him. As Allah has said:

“But if they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to
you, take it, and enjoy it without fear of any harm (as Allah has
made it lawful).” [An-Nisa: 4]

Allah, the Glorified and High, stated within another verse:

t4
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“Give them their Ajur (payment) as prescribed; but if after a Mahr
is prescribed, you agree mutually (to give more), there is no sin on
you. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.” [An-Nisa:24]

So Allah, the Glorified and High, has commanded with giving the
woman her Sadaq and He has referred to it as being an Ajr
(payment). So it is Sadaq and the Mabhr; it is also referred to as an
Ajr, and it is the property of the woman. And this is justice for the
woman and ownership for her and a refutation against the pre-
Islamic days of ignorance wherein they would deprive the woman
and not consider her to be a thing worth mentioning. Allah, the
Glorified and High, has permitted for her father that he take
something from her dowry, because the child as well as that which
the child owns belongs to the father. As the Prophet (jg) stated:

s i ~

“Indeed the best of that which you eat is from your own earnings
and indeed your children are from your earnings.”1

And he (%$) said to the son:
Si ojt

"You and your wealth belong to your father.”2

1 Reported by Ahmad within his Musnad 6/31. Abu Dawud also reported
in within As-Sunan 3/287. An-Nasa'T also reported it within As-Sunan
7/240-241. And Ibn Majah reported it as well within As-Sunan 2/723; all
on the authority of 'A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her.
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So it is permissible for the father of the woman to take something
from her dowry, which will not be a hardship or harm for her
because she is his child and from his earnings. As for other than
the father, then it is not permissible for him to take anything from
her dowry unless she permits him to and gives it to him. This is
from that which indicates to us the status of the woman in Al-
Islam.

As it relates to the issue of the woman living with the man, her
right has been preserved. So he is not allowed to transgress against
her, nor deal with her in an evil manner. Allah has said:

SusSs;

“And live with them honorably. If you dislike them, it may be that
you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of
good.” [An-Nisa: 19

And if there occurs that which disturbs the living situation, then
Allah has made for them a way out.

Allah, the Glorified and High said:

Reported by ‘Al-lmam Ahmad within his Musnad 2/204; also reported by
Abii Dawud within As-Sunan 3/287 and Ibn Majah reported it within Asr
Sunan 2/769; all of them on the authority of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar (4e).
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“And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part,
there is no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between
themselves; and making peace is better. And human inner-selves
are swayed by greed. But if you do good and keep away from euvil,
verily, Allah is Ever Well Acquainted with what you do. You will
never be able to do perfect justice between wives even if it is your
ardent desire, so do not incline too much to one of them (by giving
her more of your time and provision) so as to leave the other
hanging (i.e., neither divorced nor married). And if you do justice,
and do all that is right and fear Allah by keeping away from all
that is wrong, then Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. But
if they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide abundance for
everyone of them from His Bounty. And Allah is Ever All-Sufficient
for His creatures' need, All-Wise. [An-Nisa: 128-130]

So if there occurs between the man and the woman a
misunderstanding, then the way to remove that is to reconcile
between them, and reconciliation is better. And it is not
permissible for the man to oppress the woman and to strip her of
her right; such that he leaves her in limbo as if she does not have a
husband who treats her well, nor is she divorced and thus seeking
a spouse; so that she is withheld from doing that which is
beneficial for her. Allah has said:

“So do not incline too much to one of them (by giving her more of
your time and provision) so as to leave the other hanging (i.e.,
neither divorced nor married). [An-Nisa: 129]
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He prohibited this and has given the woman her right and He
clarified to the man that if he does not have a desire for her, then
he is to separate from her. As Allah has said:

“But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide abundance for
everyone of them from His Bounty. And Allah is Ever All-Sufficient
for His creatures' need, All-Wise.” [An-Nisa: 130]

Even the woman who has been divorced with a revocable divorce,
it is not permissible for her husband to expel her from his home.
Allah, the Exalted, has said:

“O Prophet ($j)l When you divorce women, divorce them at their
'Iddah (prescribed periods), and count (accurately) their ‘lddah
(periods). And fear Allah your Lord (O Muslims), and turn them
not out of their (husband's) homes, nor shall they (themselves)
leave, except in case they are guilty of some open illegal sexual
intercourse. And those are the set limits of Allah. And whosoever
transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged
himself. You (the one who divorces his wife) know not, it may be
that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass (i.e., to

<8
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return her back to you if that was the first or second divorce).
Then when they are about to fulfill their term appointed, either
take them back in a good manner or part with them in a good
manner.” [At-Talaqg: 1-2]

So the woman who has been divorced with a divorce that is
revocable (i.e., she has been divorced less than three times), she has
the ruling of being a spouse and remains within the home of her
husband until her ‘lddah has been completed. And when the
completion of her ‘'lddah draws near; then either he may take her
back, or leave her and separate from her in kindness. This is justice
and this is equity for the woman along with the husband.

Likewise, within Al-Islam Allah, the Glorified and High, has
protected the woman from degradation and indecency and from
seclusion with a man who was foreign to her out of preservation of
her honor and protection for her. Allah, the Glorified and High, has
commanded the woman to wear the Hijab wherein He said:

‘And when you ask (bis wives) for anything you want, ask them
from behind a screen (Hijab), that is purer for your hearts and for
their hearts.” [Al-Ahzab:53]

And Allah, the Exalted, also said:

“O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of
the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) all over their bodies (i.e.
screen themselves completely except the eyes or one eye to see the
way). That will be better, that they should be known (as free

9
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respectable women) so as not to be annoyed. And Allah is Ever
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [Al-Ahzab: 59]

Allah said as well:

“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at
forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from illegal
sexual acts, etc.) and not to show off their adornment except only
that which is apparent (like palms of hands or one eye or both
eyes for necessity to see the way, or outer dress like veil, gloves,
head-cover, apron, etc.), and to draw their veils all over
Juyubihinna (i.e., their bodies, faces, necks and bosoms, etc.) and
not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, their
fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their husband's sons,
their brothers or their brother's sons, or their sister's sons, or their
(Muslim) women (i.e., their sisters in Islaam), or the (female) slaves
whom their right hands possess, or old male servants who lack
vigor, or small children who have no sense of the shame of sex.
And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of
their adornment. And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, O
believers, that you may be successful.” [An-Nur:3l]

20
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These noble verses obligate the observance of the Hijab upon the
woman as a protection for her and preservation of her from the
transgression of the transgressor and the corruption of the corrupt.
She is not as she was during the pre-Islamic days of ignorance;
being the subject of lowly objectives so that she, during the pre-
Islamic days of ignorance, did not have concern for covering to the
point that she would make Tawwaf around the house of Allah
while naked, not having upon her except very light clothing. This is
how the woman was during the pre-Islamic days of ignorance.
Then Allah commanded her, within Al-Islam, to cover and to
observe the Hijab and preserve herself, even as it relates to her
vision. Allah commanded her not to cast her vision and to look at
men in a lustful manner; wherein He said:

AN-J] r

“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at
forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from illegal
sexual acts, etc.) and not to show off their adornment.” [An-Nur:3l]

Allah, the Glorified and High, has protected the woman and
covered her and made her a covered and preserved pearl which is
not permissible for any to remove her covering except her husband
who Allah has made her permissible for and made him permissible
for her. And He has prohibited the woman displaying her
adornments for foreign men as a protection for her and
preservation of her. She is not a lowly object to be handled by the
hands and gazed upon by the eyes (of the people). Rather, she is a
preserved pearl; safeguarded for her husband who Allah has made
permissible for her and made her permissible for him. This is the
woman within Al-Islam.

As for the woman within the pre-Islamic society, she was
considered to be a piece of meat amongst dogs. Everyone meddled
with her, everyone looked at her. Rather, perhaps everyone would
actually enjoy her with the prohibited type of enjoyment.

Z1
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As for the woman in Al-Islam, she is as you see in a state of
preservation within a Hijab; in a state of honor. It is prohibited for
strange men to be secluded with strange women. So it is not
permissible for a man to be secluded with a woman who is not
permissible for him. Meaning, that he and she be in a secluded
place wherein there is no one else with them; because that is a

means to corruption. The Prophet () said:
1~g-lit JLif "1 alysy U

“There is no man that is secluded with a woman except that their
third party is Shaytaan.”3

Likewise, Allah has prohibited for the woman to travel alone,
because she is subject to harm and transgression. The Prophet ()
said:

‘It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the
last day to travel the distance of a day and a night except if there is
a Mahram with her.”4

Even on Hajj, it is not permissible for the woman to perform Hajj
except if there is a Mahram with her. A man came to the Prophet
(M) and said: “My wife has gone out to perform Hajj and 1 have
signed up for the battle of such and such.” The Prophet (j®) said:

Kidjly -+ i Jtol

3 Reported by Al-Imam Ahmad within Al-Musnad 1/26 from the Hadith of
‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (~). It is also reported by At-Tirmidhl within As-
Sunan 4/152

4 Reported by Al-Imam Al-Bukhari in As-Sahlh 2/36 from the Hadith of

Abu Hurayrah ("e).
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“Go and perform Hajj along with your wife.”5

So the Messenger (M) sent him back from the battle and Jihad in
Allah’s cause in order that he may perform Hajj along with his
wife. This is from that which indicates that this is more important
than that which he was engaged in; for it is from lJihad.

Similarly, Allah has prohibited the woman from free mixing with
foreign men, because this leads to corruption. So Allah has
prohibited the woman from mixing with men; even in places of
worship. When the women are in prayer when they attend the
Masajid they are not to mix with the men. Rather, they are to be
behind the men. The Prophet (~) said:
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“The best of the rows for the men is the first row, and the worst of
them is the last row. The worst of the rows for the women is the
first row and the best of them is the last row.”6

And He has legislated that the woman may stand in a row by
herself behind a row; and that she is not to stand in the row along
with the men. If a man were to make a row by himself behind the
row then his prayer is not correct; however, it is permissible for
the woman to do that, because she is excused since it is not
permissible for her to stand in a row with the men. The Prophet

(M) said:
* ajjl lycs V

“Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from attending the
Masajid of Allah, but their homes are better for them.”7

5Sahih Al-Bukhan 4/18 from the Hadith of Ibn 'Abbas (&)
6 Reported by Muslim within As-SahTh 1/326 from the Hadith of Abu

Hurayrab (
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Allah has removed from her the obligation of Al-Jumu’ah and He
has removed from her the obligation of the congregational prayer.
So it is not obligatory upon the woman to attend neither the
jumu'ah nor the congregational prayer, because she is pardoned
from this due to her weakness from one perspective and because
she is 'Awrah (that which is obligatory to conceal) from another
perspective. However, if she were to attend the Masjid and pray,
then her prayer is correct; but with the condition that when she
prays she is away from the men. This is from that which indicates
the preservation of the woman within Al-Islam and the protection
of her. This is as opposed to that which she was upon during the
days of ignorance, from aforetime as well as in recent times, from
the neglect for the status of the woman and leaving her to wonder
from amongst the men. This is from that which shows us the
importance Al-Islam has given to the status of the woman and her
position within Al-Islam and that she has a great status within Al-
Islam; a prestigious status; a status of respect, and she is not an
object of enjoyment. Rather, she has a place within the Masjid and
she has a status within the society. She has a status within the
home and she has a right as it relates to the inheritance; she has a
right as it relates to buying and selling and ownership. She may
own that which Allah permits for her to own. Thus is the woman
within Al-Islam and this is her status.

Let us look at the current modern day civilization which is present
today in the East and the West; for it has increased upon the first
pre-Islamic state of ignorance as it relates to the woman in terms
of evil. In the first pre-Islamic days of ignorance the rights of the
woman were neglected and she was oppressed. As for the modem
civilization, then it has exaggerated regarding the rights of the
woman and elevated her above her station which Allah has granted
her, and removed her from her position. So today, it calls for the
woman to leave from her home, which Allah has made for her a
place of repose for her to work therein, and it calls for the woman
to leave from her home along with the men into the workplace,
side by side; there being no difference between the man and the

7 Reported by Abu Dawud within As-Sunan 1/152 from the Hadith of
Abdullah bin 'Umar (~v).
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woman in the office, and there is no separation between the man
and the woman in the market. There is no separation between the
man and the woman in any place. It is as if she is a man. Even the
clothes that she wears: a jacket and slacks (are) just as the man
wears. There is no difference between them. The woman has been
stripped of her right and her status and she has been given the
right of the man which has placed upon her that which she is
unable to bear and this has overburdened her. This is because the
woman has specified places and the man has places that are
specific to him. Each of the two categories has actions that are
befitting for it. The man works outside of the home. The man buys
and sells and travels. He fights in the path of Allah and performs
Jihad.

The modem civilization has corrupted the woman in this regard
and says to the woman: “Go out for you are oppressed, you are not
some household item. Go out into the street; go out along with
those who work; go out and mix with the men. You are not
‘Awrah; you are a creation that exists from the children of Adam.”
Thus, they say with their tongues, their pens, their books, their
newspapers, their periodicals, and their magazines. They call and
they chant these slogans and this is from the things which destroy
the society. Because if the woman goes out from her home and
shares with the man in the workplace, then that will lead to great
corruption and overwhelming evil.

Firstly, this will place upon the woman that which she is not
capable of handling. For the woman is not able to do the work of
the man because she suffers from menses and postnatal bleeding
and there comes upon her pregnancy, so she is not able to work
along with the men under the intense heat of the sun, the heat of
midsummer nor the extreme cold. She is not able to travel in the
manner in which the man travels. However, they say the woman
can travel alone; the woman can work in the office perpetually long
hours. She can work along with the men as if she is a man. The
woman can work in the factory. The woman is not less than the
man in terms of work. Indeed this overburdens her and places
upon her that which she is not able to bear. And this is great
corruption.
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Secondly, the home will be empty and destroyed and there will not
remain for it one that will rectify it. Because the home is in need of
the work of the woman, and if she goes out, then who will work
therein? No one will do therein the work of the woman. The men
will not do the work of the woman within the home, just as the
woman will not do the work of the men outside of the home. Each
Allah has given work that is appropriate for them. However, the
hearts of these people are backwards so their thought process is
backwards, and their vision is blind.

So when the woman goes out from her home then the home which
Allah has made a place of repose and a dwelling wherein the
offspring resides and to which the man returns after work shall be
destroyed. So if the man returns after work to his home and does
not find anyone within the home, nor does he find the home to be
in order, then his condition will be deplorable and his soul will be
uneasy. The greatest destruction will be within the offspring. For
who will cultivate them within the home? They will be left with
none to cultivate them so they will grow up with the upbringing of
animals or they will be sent to daycare providers and the affair is
worse because the male or female daycare provider is not diligent
upon the children. Nor do they have concern for them and they do
not care about the condition, if they are corrupted or refined,
because they are not their children.

Or, they will be sent to nursery and the affairs gets worse and
worse, for the children do not have anyone to cultivate them and
nourish them except their mother. This is the occupation that Allah
has created her for. However, they say (and evil is that which they
say) “Half of the society is not functional because the woman is
half of the society. So if the woman does not work along with the
men, then half of the society is not functional.” This is what they
say and this is a corrupt doubt and a futile argument.

Who says that the woman is not functional? The woman with us
and within the Muslim society is not un-functional. Rather, she
works more than the man works, and she does work that the man
does not do. Who is the one that makes the household thrive? Who
is the one who cultivates the children? Who is the one who makes
the food and prepares it and serves it? Who is the one who is
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responsible for all of the housework? Who is the one who will do
the work of the woman if she goes out into the street and shares
with the man in his job, and the men as well as the women begin
to work outside of the home?

Is not the household half or more of one’s life? The work which is
outside of the home is for the men and the work which is inside of
the home is for the women. Therefore, half of the society is
preoccupied and not un-functional. However, they seek to deceive
and delude the people. So the woman is not un-functional. Rather,
the woman plays a role in life which none besides her can play.

Thirdly, there is a corruption which is worse and it is the loss of
virtue and chastity. For if the woman goes out and mixes with the
man, travels and works in the office and in the arena along with
the men, then that will minimize her shyness and weakens the
GhTrah (sense of dignity) within her heart until this becomes her
nature and she is desensitized and does not care after that about
her honor, and Allah forbid. Because the longer she works and has
contact with men, her sense of GhTrah will depart. As for if she is
ennobled and preserves herself, then her sense of GhTrah and her
modesty will remain firm within her heart, as opposed to if the
opposite were the case.

This is that which occurs to the western societies and the eastern
societies which blindly follow the western societies from the
scourge which the east as well as the west complains about today.
The women have been lost and the families have been lost, and the
family has been broken apart because they have sent the women
out from her occupation to do the occupation of other than her.
And they have opposed the Sunan of the universe in which Allah,
the Glorified and High, has given each created being from it that
which is appropriate for it. Allah says:
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“Allah will not change the goodcondition of a people as long as
they do not change their state of goodness themselves (by
committing sins and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allah).
But when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no
turning back of it, and they will find besides Him no protector.’
[Ar-Ra'd:l]

If the people change then Allah will change their situation. The
woman in the west today hasbegun to complain and become
annoyed about her position. Likewise, the woman within the east,
who blindly follows the western woman, has begun to complain
and become annoyed by her position. Rather, perhaps many of
them have been led to suicide in order to remove themselves (as
they think) from this predicament which she has landed in. And
this is that which the devils from amongst mankind and the lJinn
want for her. This is the place of the woman if she changes the
place that is befitting for her.
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The Woman Working’ Outside of
her Home

f the woman is in need of working outside of
the home, then she is to work; however, she

does so in a manner which contains for her
the preservation of her nobility and the
safeguarding of her. She is to work at a job that
is suitable for her. The women have
continuously worked from the beginning of Al-Islam up until now,
working in the home as well as outside of the home. However,
outside of the home she works a job that is befitting for her and
does not contain free mixing and does not contain degradation
while maintaining her preservation and maintaining chastity;
observing the Hijab and withdrawing from men. The women
worked in their arenas which were appropriate for them. They
worked in appropriate fields and they would go out for worship;
they would go out for the ‘Eld prayer and they would go out for
the congregational prayer. They would go out for the Jumu’ah
prayer while preserving themselves and their chastity, and with the
status that is appropriate for them along with Islamic guidelines.

As it relates to working outside of the home, if thelslamic
guidelines are adhered to then there is nothing toprevent it. It is
only to be prevented if the Islamic guidelines are neglected and the
woman is given absolute free reigning such that it is said to her:
Work along with the men with there being no separation between
you.” This is prohibited and forbidden. We do not reject the
working of the women outside of the home in an absolute manner.
However, we say: The woman works outside of the home if the
affair is required and she does so in a job that is suitable for her
while she adheres to the Islamic guidelines. Otherwise, her home is
better for her. This is because Allah, the Glorified and High, told
the wives of His Prophet:
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“And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves like that of
the times ofignorance.” [Al-Ahzab:33]

/s s \
And His statement: 4 0jij kmeans: remain firmly fixed. This is

derived from Al-Qirar which is to be firmly fixed.

Look at how He attached the homes to her. Allah said within this
verse: “..to remain within their homes." The homes fundamentally
belong to the man, however, Allah attached the homes to the
women because they are to cling to and remain within them. The
Prophet (M) said:

“And their homes are better for them.”

So the attachment of the homes to them is an indication that the
woman is one who clings to the home to the point that it is as if it
is a possession of hers. So the woman has, as we have presented, a
place within the pre-Islamic days of ignorance from aforetime. The
first stage of ignorance which Islam eradicated and she has a place
within the modem civilization which they wish to return her to a
state that is more evil than that which she was upon during the
first pre-Islamic days of ignorance. However, Allah, the Glorified
and High, gives victory to His religion and is One who elevates His
word, even though the disbelievers may hate it. And may prayers
and peace be upon our leader Muhammad upon his family
members and companions all together.

8 Reported by Abu Dawud within As-Sunan 1/152 from the Hadith of
'Abdullah bin ‘Umar (*).
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Rulings which are Connected to the
Woman

Il the praise is for Allah. May prayers and peace

be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family

members and his companions all together. As
to what follows:

Indeed the woman, as you know, is the counterpart of the man and
she is half of the society and she is the cultivator within the home.
She is as the poet has described:

0O0-tpi 114

The mother is a school; if you prepare her
Then you have prepared generations of good

Therefore, giving due consideration to the cultivation of the woman
and teaching her religion and that which is obligatory upon her is a
matter which is obligatory. The Messenger () would specify the
women in some of his sittings ($$)m Rather, when he would deliver
a sermon on ‘'Eid to the men, he would go to the women and
preach, admonish, and remind them as well.9

You will find, within the noble Qur’an, many verses which specify
the woman in terms of guidance while at the same time including
her amongst the men in legislative address. So the woman is
similar to the man in that which is obligatory upon her from the
pillars of Islam and the pillars of Al-Tman and the performance of
the obligatory duties and leaving off that which is prohibited. The
woman and the man are equal in this. So the woman is similar to
the man in terms of the ‘AqTdah and At-Tawhid and singling out
Allah, the Exalted, with worship and avoidance of Shirk. The
woman and the man are equal in this. For each, it is obligatory
upon him to single out Allah, the Exalted, and to worship Him as
He deserves to be worshiped and to abandon the worship of other
than Him.

9Refer to Sahih Al-Bukhan 2/9 from the Hadith of Jabir bin ‘Abdullah
(45s).
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She is similar to the man in the obligation of prayer and the
payment of Zakat, fasting in Ramadan and making pilgrimage to
the sacred house of Allah. She is similar to the man because it is
obligatory upon her to believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His
messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in Al-Qadar—its good as
well as its evil. She is similar to the man in restricting herself to
seeking Halal provisions and earnings which are permissible and
the avoidance of earnings which are impermissible, such as Riba,
gambling, cheating, and other than that from impermissible types
of earnings. Men and women, in tbis, are equal; and the texts of the
legislation are general, encompassing the man as well as the
woman, in this as well as other than it.

The woman is similar to the man in deserving reward for acts of
obedience and deserving punishment for acts of disobedience. As
for the reward, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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"Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam) men and
women, the believers men and women (who believe in Islamic
Monotheism), the men and the women who are obedient (to
Allah), the men and women who are truthful (in their speech and
deeds), the men and the women who are patient (in performing all
the duties which Allah has ordered and in abstaining from all that
Allah has forbidden), the men and the women who are humble
(before their Lord Allah), the men and the women who give
8adaqgat (i.e., Zakat, and alms, etc.), the men and the women who
observe 8aum (fast) (the obligatory fasting during the month of
Ramadan, and the optional Nawafil fasting), the men and the
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women who guard their chastity (from illegal sexual acts) and the
men and the women who remember Allah much with their hearts
and tongues; Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a great
reward (i.e., Paradise). [Al-Ahzab: 35]

Allah, the Glorified and High, says;
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“It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option
in their decision.” [Al-Ahzab:36]

Allah, the Glorified and High, says;
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“Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he
(or she) is a true believer (of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him
We will give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment
and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in
proportion to the best ofwhat they used to do (i.e., Paradise in the
Hereafter).” [An-Nahl:97]

So the woman is similar to the man in deserving the reward for
acts of obedience and entrance into paradise and she is like him, as
well, in deserving the punishment for acts of disobedience and
entering the fire. Allah, the Glorified and High, says:
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“So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, and the

men and women who are Al-Mushrikun (the polytheists, idolaters,
pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, and in His Messenger
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Muhammad M). And Allah will pardon (accept the repentance of)
the true believers of the Islamic Monotheism, men and women.
And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." [Al-Ahzab:73]

The woman is similar to the man in the obligation of having Tman
in Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, and commanding the good and
forbidding the evil, and having allegiance for the believers and
disassociation from the disbelievers. As Allah says:

“The believers, men and women, are Auliya' (helpers, supporters,
friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin (on the people) Al-
Ma'rflf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to
do), and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and
disbelief of all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden); they
perform As-8alat (Igamah-as-$alat) and give the Zakat, and obey
Allah and His Messenger. Allah will have His Mercy on them.
Surely Allah is AH-Mighty, All-Wise.” [At-Tawbah:7I]

This is after clarifying that the hypocrites, men and women, are the
exact opposite of that wherein He, Glorified be He, said:
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“The hypocrites, men and women, are from one another, they
enjoin (on the people) Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief and polytheism of
all kinds and all that Islam has forbidden), and forbid (people)
from Al-Ma'TAf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders
one to do), and they close their hands [from giving (spending in
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Allah's Cause) alms, etc.]. They have forgotten Allah, so He has
forgotten them. Verily, the hypocrites are the Fasiqun (rebellious,
disobedient to Allah).” [At-Tawbah:67]

The woman is similar to the man as it relates to the general
obligations within Islam and Al-Iman. The woman is similar to the
man as it relates to the obligation of truthfulness. Allah has said:

“.the men and women who are truthful (in their speech and
deeds)...” [Al-Ahzab:35]

(This goes for) truthfulness in speech; truthfulness in interactions;
truthfulness with Allah; and truthfulness with the creation.

She is similar to the man as well as it relates to the prohibition of
backbiting, lying, false statements and other than it. However,
Allah, the Exalted and High, has specified the woman with regards
to some of the rulings which are appropriate to her makeup and
her natural disposition. And He has specified her with rulings
which are not applicable to the man or which are not legislated for
the men. This is the subject of our speech and this blessed
gathering, insha-Allah.

The woman, as it relates to beautification of her body and her
clothing, has things which are specific to her to the exclusion of
the man. Allah, the Glorified and High, has permitted beautification

for the men as well as the woman in general. The Most High has
stated:
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“Say (O Muhammad M): "Who has forbidden the beautification
with clothes given by Allah, which He has produced for his slaves,
and At-Tayyibat [all kinds of Halal (lawful) things] of food?" Say:
“They are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, (and)
exclusively for them (believers) on the Day of Resurrection.” [Al-
A'raf:32]

So the woman has her portion of beautification, but it is a must
that it is in accordance with legislative guidelines and set limits. So
she is allowed to beautify her body by way of cleanliness—that she
cleans herself. And it is permissible for her to beatify herself by
way of eye-liner, blush and appropriate types of powders. All of
this is permissible for her. Rather, it is recommended. However, in
a manner which will not bring about Fitnah, or it will not be
exposed to men who are not Mahram for her. She is prohibited
from certain matters; things which were prevalent during the pre-
Islamic days of ignorance that they thought was from beautification
are impermissible for her. From them is that which follows:

Clipping the eyebrows, and it is that which is referred to as
arching. It is not permissible for the woman to take from the hair
of her eyebrows, nor to shorten the hair of her eye brows. This is
because the one who does so has been cursed. The Prophet (M)
cursed the one who arches eyebrows and the one who has her
eyebrows arched. 0

What is intended by An-Namisah is the woman who takes from the
hair of her eyebrows, either by way of shaving or by way of
removers, or by clipping the hair of her eyebrows. Some of the evil
or the disbelieving women or those who imitate them, remove their
hair of the eye brows today and replace it with some type of
mascara, or some green coloring. This contains opposition to Allah
and His Messenger, and the one who does that is cursed by way of
the text of the Hadith of Allah’s Messenger (Si).

10 Refer to the Sahih of Al-Imam Muslim 3/1678 from the Hadith of
‘Abdullah bin Mas’'ud (7).
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Similarly, it is impermissible for the woman to file or place artificial
gaps between her teeth. This is specific to the teeth. So it is not
permissible for her to place artificial gaps between her teeth.
Meaning, she scrapes them until there is something of a gap
between them, thinking that this is from beautification. Or that she
files her teeth with a file until they look in the manner that she
desires, thinking that this is beautification. This has been cursed
within the Hadith."

As for if she does this from the perspective of treatment because
her teeth are not naturally aligned properly, or her teeth protrude
in other than a desirable manner and that causes an evident defect
in her face, or her teeth are in need of being straightened, filed, or
removed, then this is from the perspective of treatment and it is
similar to the removal of decay from the teeth and the removal of
an illness from the teeth, so there is no harm in it. This is because
the Messenger of Allah (©i) only cursed the one who does this for
beautification. As for the one who does it for treatment or the
removal of a defect and he seeks the assistance in this of doctors
who are proficient in this form of treatment then there is no harm
in it.

Likewise, is tattooing (prohibited). The Prophet (M) cursed the
woman who tattoos and as well as the woman who has herself
tattooed.2

Al-Washm is piercing a needle into the skin and saturating its end
with Kohl or black ink which will remain in the skin forever. This is
that which is referred to as Al-Washm (tattooing). The women,
during the pre-Islamic days of ignorance, would do it and it is still
prevalent amongst the women today, particularly in the
neighboring lands. There are those who do that in their hands and
their faces by putting green lines upon their faces from tattooing.
Or they place upon their faces, hands, or arms black dots from

" Refer to Sahih of Imam Muslim 3/1678 from the Hadith of 'Abdullah bin
Mas'ud (

2 Refer to the Sahih of Al-lmam Muslim 3/1678 from the Hadith of
‘Abdullah bin Mas'ud («Ai).
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tattooing. The Messenger of Allah (M) has cursed the woman who
does that or the one to whom it is done. He (©) has cursed two
types:

o Al-Washimah (the one who tattoos)
o Al-Mustawshimah (the one who has herself tattooed)

Just as he has cursed An-Namisah (she is the one who takes from
the hair of her eye brows) and Al-Mutanamisah (which is the one
who seeks to have this done by other than her).

Likewise, he (M) cursed the wailing woman and the one who
makes her voice heard. The wailing woman is the one who raises
her voice when a calamity befalls her and she screams about the
dead, recounting his good qualities as she raises her voice in
wailing. This woman has been cursed. The Prophet ("S) said:
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“If the wailing woman does not repent before her death, then she

will stand on the day of judgment wearing a dress made of pitch
and a head covering made of scabies.”'3

Allah’s refuge is sought from this. We know the meaning of the
wailing woman; and it is the one who raises her voice when a
calamity befalls her. As for the woman crying over the deceased or
for her brother which is merely the shedding of tears without
raising her voice, there is no harm in this because it is from mercy
and an individual is not able to prevent it. One is only prohibited
from raising the voice when a calamity befalls.

Similarly, he (©) cursed As-Saligah.l4 This is the one who raises her
voice when a calamity befalls. And he also cursed Al-Haligah, and
this is the one who shaves her head when a calamity befalls.

1B Reported by Al-Imam Muslim within his Sahih 2/644 from the Hadith
of Abu Malik Al-'Ash’art (-&>).
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He also cursed Ash-Shaqgah.5 This is the one who tears her
clothing when a calamity befalls. The Prophet (M) cursed these
categories of women because this was from amongst the customs
of the pre-Islamic days of ignorance and there can be found
amongst the ignorant women within our present time those who
do some of that. This is because there remain remnants and traces
from Jahiliyyah within some of the people; specifically when there is
ignorance.

Likewise, the Prophet () cursed the women who visit the graves.l6
So the woman is prohibited from visiting the graves. Visiting the
graves is only specific to the men if the intention from it is to
convey Salaam to the deceased and to supplicate for them. As for if
the intention from it is to seek blessing with the graves or to seek
nearness to the deceased, as is done at some of the mausoleums
today, then this visiting is prohibited for men as well as women. It
is the type of visitation which contains the prohibited polytheism
as it relates to men and women.

Similarly, Allah, the Glorified and High, has prohibited the men
from wearing gold and silk. So he is not to wear a watch made of
gold or that has gold in it or is gold-plated. Gold is impermissible
for the man to wear and to adorn himself with. However, it is
permissible for the women to wear gold and to adorn themselves
with it, because they are in need of it. That is to be done within
the prescribed limits and amongst women, so that is not to be
exaggerated nor should it contain extravagance or excess over that
which is the norm. So it is permissible for the woman to adorn
herself with gold. And it is permissible for her to wear silk, as
opposed to the man, for Allah has prohibited him from wearing
gold and He has prohibited him from wearing silk.

The Prophet (3*) came out amongst his companions while having
with him gold and silk. So he (©) said:

14 Refer to SahTh Al-Bukhari 2/83 from the Hadith of Abu Musa (*?e).

55 Sahih Al-Bukhari 2/83 from the Hadith of Abu Musa (*&).
16 Refer to the SahTh of Al-Imam Al-Bukhari 2/83 from the Hadith of Abu

Musa (*&)e
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“These two are impermissible upon the males of my Ummah and
are permissible for the females.”7

And he (%) saw a man having a golden seal upon his hand and he
said (is):

alj j jo= ®
“One ofyou takes a hot ember of fire and places it upon his band.”

Then the man took the ring and tossed it to the ground. So when
the Prophet (©) stood and departed while the ring was tossed to
the ground, those present said to the man: Take the ring and
derive some benefit fi-om it.” The man said: “No, by Allah 1will not
take it when the Messenger of Allah (iS) has discarded it.”B

Thus is iman. And this is adherence to the commands of Allah and
His Messenger. The point of reference from this is that gold is
prohibited to be worn by the men in any fashion, but it is
permissible for the women. However, it is permissible for the men
to wear gold if necessity calls for that; such as straitening the teeth
by way of gold if this is due to a need and not due to
beautification. As for if this is due to beautification, then it is
impermissible. If the teeth are being straightened by way of gold,
or an individual wears gold upon one of his teeth in order to
preserve it then there is no harm in this, due to the need for it.
This is because gold has a distinguishing characteristic in that it
does not rust.

However, while wearing gold is permissible for the woman it is
prohibited that it be made apparent to men who are not Mahram

7 Reported by Ibn Majah within As-Sunnah 2/1190 from the Hadith of
'Abdullah bin 'Umar (*&).

BReported by Al-Imam Muslim within As-Sahlh 3/1655 from the Hadith
of 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas (*$2).
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for her. Rather, she must cover her jewelry from men, such as
when she is in the presence of men who are not Mahram for her
or she goes out into the marketplace or to the Masjid, wherein
going out is permissible for her; then (in this case) it is obligatory
upon her to cover her jewelry. Rather, it is obligatory upon her as
well, in addition to covering her jewelry, that her voice is not made
apparent to men, because Allah, the Exalted, has said:

“And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide
of their adornment.” [An-Nur:31]

During the time of the Prophet (©), the women would wear
bangles upon their legs and the Muslim women would hide their
bangles from the men adhering to the command of Allah and His
Messenger. However, some of them would move their feet with
force in order to make the sound of the bangles be heard from
under her garment. So Allah prohibited that and said:

“And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide
oftheir adornment.” [An-Nur:31]

Meaning: the anklets which are under the garments. Since she is
prohibited from letting the sound of her jewelry be made apparent,
then how about making apparent the jewelry itself in front of men
who are not Mahram for her? She only is permitted to wear
jewelry and display the jewelry within her home and amongst
women and in the midst of women and with her husband. As for if
she is amongst men who are not Mahram for her, then she must
cover her jewelry and not display it to the men.

Similarly, Allah has allowed for her to wear beautiful clothing
which beautifies her, but, she is not to go outside of her home with
it. The garments of beautification are to be worn within the home,
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and if she wants to go out, then she must remove her garments of
beautification and wear everyday clothing which does not contain
decoration and she must wear clothing which covers her body
completely and does not contain decorations nor is it a garment
which is tight by which the contours of her body can be seen and
the shape of her limbs as well. Also it is permissible for the woman
to perfume herself within her home and with her husband and in
the bed. However if she intends to go out then she is not to go out
perfumed, because if she goes out perfumed then she will draw
stares and a great Fitnah will result. Due to this, the Prophet (M)
said:

p>tlj Alil dill fL*I lycs ~

‘Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from attending the
Masajid of Allah, but let them go out Tafalat.”'9

Meaning: that she is not to go out beautified nor wearing perfume.
This is the meaning of At-Tafalat; that they are to go out in a
manner which does not draw the attention of the people. So the
woman is not to go out perfumed into the streets or into the
Masajid or in the schools, whether she be a teacber or a student;
because if she goes out perfumed, then she is disobedient to Allah,
the Mighty and Majestic, and His Messenger, and she exposes
herself and other than her to Fitnah.

qReported by Abu Dawud within As-Sunan 1/152 from the Hadith of
'Abdullah bin 'Umar (*&).
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WHAT IS SPECIFIC TO
THE WOMEN IN TERMS
OF WORSHIP

hat which we previously mentioned was as

it relates to beautification. As for that

which is within this field of worship and

prayer, then the woman is not to call the Adhan
or the Igamah for prayer. This is specific to the men and it is not
permissible for the women to call the Adhan even in a low voice
nor is it permissible for her to call the Ilgamah; neither for the
congregation of women nor for herself. This is because this is from
the things which are specific to the men. She is only to pray
without the Igamah and she prays upon hearing the Adhan of the
men. This is from that which is specific to the woman and she is
only to make the opening Takblr and not call the Igamah as the
man does if he intends to pray.

Similarly, in the field of prayer, Allah has made the congregation
prayer obligatory upon the men and has prohibited the men from
prayer alone while he is able to attend the prayer in congregation.
And Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has threatened those who lag
behind the congregational prayer within His statement:

“(Remember) the Day when the Shin shall be laid bare (i.e. the Day
of Resurrection) and they shall be called to prostrate (to Allah),
but they (hypocrites) shall not be able to do so. Their eyes will be
cast down, ignominy will cover them; they used to be called to
prostrate (offer prayers), while they were healthy and good (in the
life of the world, but they did not).” [Al-Qalam: 42-43]

Meaning: they heard the Adhan and were called to the prayer, but

they did not go out from their homes. Even if they prayed within
their homes, then they have removed the obligation from
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themselves. However, there remains upon them that which is
obligatory; and it is the prayer in congregation.

A blind man came to the Messenger of Allah (~) and complained
to him regarding that which he encountered in his path to the
Masjid and he sought from the Prophet (©) to allow him to pray
within his home. The Prophet () said:

“Are you able to hear the call?”

The man said: "Yes.” The Prophet (©) said.-
U2>j

“Then respond. For 1do not see for you an allowance.”2

The Messenger (©) said:
jitP 4 frijgn )y

"He who hears the call and does not respond then there is no
prayer for him unless he has an excuse.”2

This is as it relates to the men. As for the women, then Allah has
lightened her burden and has not obligated upon her the
congregational prayer; rather, Allah loves for the woman that she
should pray within her home and that she does not go out to the
Masjid because this is better and more of a covering for her and
further for her of fitnah. However, if she wants to go out to the
Masjid to pray along with the Muslims, then she is not to be

20 Reported by Al-Imam Muslim within As-Sahih 1/452 from the Hadith of
Abu Hurayrah (*&).

2 Reported by Ibn Majah within As-Sunan 1/260 from the Hadith of
Abdullah bin 'Abbas (
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prevented from that, but with the condition that she adheres to the
legislative etiquette. The Prophet () said:

j Ail aif j.L* lycs Vv

“Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from attending the
Masaajid of Allah but their homes are better for them and let them
go out unscented.”2

Meaning: if she remains and prays within her home, then that is
more beloved to Allah, the Mighty and Majestic; more rewarding
for her and greater for her in terms of blessing. It is better as it
relates to her than if she were to go out to the Masjid. The women
from amongst the companions would go out to the prayer with the
Prophet (~) being covered by their Khimar and no one would
recognize them. It would be as if there were crows perched upon
their heads.3

Meaning: Their heads would be intensely covered with black to the
point that it would be as if crows were perched upon their heads.
These are the women of the companions. So it is obligatory upon
the Muslim woman to be like the women of the companions in
terms of covering and in terms of safeguarding themselves when
going out to the Masajid. So how about going into the
marketplaces? Indeed, many of the women today go out into the
marketplaces wearing different types of perfume and different
types of decorations and various types of things which Allah and
His Messenger have not permitted.

It is obligatory upon the women to have Tagwa of Allah, the
Mighty and Majestic, and to remain within their homes, for indeed
remaining within the home for the woman is better for her. Allah,
the Exalted, has said to the women of His Prophet (M)'-

2 Reported by Abu Dawud within As-Sunan 1/152 from the Hadith of Abu
Hurayrah (*&).
23 Refer to TafsTr Al-Qur’an Al-'Adhim by Ibn Kathlr 3/497.
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“And stay in your houses.” [Al-Ahzab:33]

And the word dj£j ™ 's a command derived from the word Al-

Qirar (be firmly fixed); and it is to remain within the home and it
is an address which encompass the women from amongst the
Muslims in general. Allah said:

“And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves like that of
the times ofignorance.” [Al-Ahzab:33]

What is intended by At-Tabarruj is displaying beautification in
one’s clothing and garments. This is obligatory upon the Muslim
women. So the woman is not obliged to attend the congregational
prayer nor is she obliged to attend the Jumu’ah prayer. However, if
she attends the congregational prayer or the Jumu’ah prayer, then
this is applicable to her and it is an attraction for the men.

From the etiquettes which are obligatory upon the Muslim woman
to observe when she goes out for prayer is that the ranks of the
women are to be behind the men. As the Prophet (©) said:

“Place them in the back as Allah has placed them in the back.’24

So it is not permissible for the woman to stand in the row along
with the men or to the side of the men within the Masjid, even if it
be her husband. When she stands to pray along with her husband,

24 Reported by Abdur-Razzaq As-San'am within Al-Musannaf 3/149 from
the statement of lbn Mas'ud (*«e).
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even if it be within the home, she is not to stand next to him. She
is only to stand in a row behind him. So how about if the man is
not her husband? This applies even more so. The Prophet (M) said:

lijl L aj pifgre-\ <«<9 j

“The best of the rows for the women are the last of them and the
worst of them is the first ofthem.”5

This is because the last of the rows of the women are far from the
men. This is better in terms of covering and further from Fitnah.
This indicates that if she goes out for the prayer, then she is to
withdraw from the men by praying behind them at a distance away
from them. And if she is behind a partition then this increases in
precaution. And if there is not a partition, then she is to move back
and be at the back of the Masjid far away from the ranks of the
men. These are some of the rulings which are specific to the
women in prayer.

There are rulings which are specific to the women as it relates to
her menses and her postnatal bleeding. The woman has been
prepared by Allah, the Glorified and High, for pregnancy, child
birth and suckling, because she is a tilth. Allah has said:

i Jf
"Your wives are a tilth for you.” [Al-Bagarah:223]

Meaning: They are a place of harvest (i.e., lineage.) So the man is
the harvester and the woman herself is the place of harvest. And
since she is a tilth, Allah has prepared her for pregnancy and he
has prepared her for suckling. That is by way of Allah, the Glorified
and High, placing within her menstruation. So the woman who
menstruates is able to get pregnant and the woman who does not
menstruate, then she does not get pregnant in most cases. And

2% Reported by ‘Al-Imam Muslim within As-Sahih 1/326 from the Hadith of
Abu Hurayrah (

47



The Status of Women in Al-Islam

menstruation is not a blood of illness or of hemorrhaging. It is only
a natural blood which exits from the bottom of the womb. It is not
the result of illness or a defect within the woman. Rather, it is a
completion within the woman. It exits from the bottom of the
womb. Allah has created it for the purpose of nutrition for the
child. So when the child is within the belly of its mother, Allah
makes this menstruation to be nourishment for the child. Due to
this, the pregnant woman does not menstruate in most cases
because Allah has reserved it for nourishing the child within the
stomach of its mother and when she gives birth then Allah turns
the menstruation into milk. Due to this, the suckling woman does
menstruate only a little because Allah has turned her menstruation
into milk which pours forth from her breast with which the child is
suckled. And when this woman is not pregnant, nor breastfeeding
then her menses comes to her during specified periods which are
referred to as monthly cycles.

During the period of menstruation, certain things are prohibited
for her and not permissible for her to do.

Firstly: It is not permissible for her to pray during the period of
menstruation. Allah has prohibited her from praying and has
removed the responsibility of it from her. So it is not obligatory
upon her to pray. Due to this, she does not make it up once she
becomes pure, because it is not obligatory upon her to pray during
the time of menstruation. This is a lightening of her burden from
Allah, the Glorified and High, because the prayer is repetitive
throughout the day and the night. If it was obligatory upon the
woman to makeup the prayer during the period of menstruation,
then that would be a difficulty upon her after the menstruation.

Secondly: It is prohibited for the woman to fast during the period
of menstruation. She does not fast Ramadan, a make-up fast, or an
optional fast. For the menstruating woman, it is not permissible for
her to fast, and if she fasts then her fast is not correct. However,
when she becomes pure then it is obligatory upon her to make up
the fast of Ramadan. This is since the fasting is not repetitive and
making it up is not a difficulty upon the woman as opposed to the
prayer. Due to this, when a woman asked ‘A’ishah saying: “O
mother of the believers, why does the menstruating woman make
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up the fast but she does not make up the prayer?” ‘A’ishah said to
her: “Are you a Hururiyyah (i.e., from the women of the
Khaw arij)?”

This is because this was a pigheaded question and in most cases
they would come from the Hururiyyah; and they were the Khawarij,
who were stubborn.

So ‘A’ishah said to her: “Are you a Hururiyyah?” She said to
‘Alishah: “No, however 1am asking.” 'A’ishah said: “This is how we
were during the time of the Prophet (M). We were commanded to
make up the fast and we were not commanded to make up the

1>26

prayer.

This is a decisive answer. We suffice with that which the
Messenger has commanded with and there is not (to be any)
speech after this. So the woman does not fast nor does she pray
during the period of her menstruation; however, she makes up the
fast and does not make up the prayer.

Thirdly: The menstruating woman is not allowed to touch the
Mus’haf during the period of menstruation, because the Prophet

() said:

yslis Vi j7yDIl (rx V

“None touches the Qur’an except one who is pure.”Z

So the woman is not to touch the Mus'haf as long as she is
menstruating. Likewise, she is not to recite the Qur’an from
memory as long as she is menstruating; except in a case of
necessity if she fears that she will forget what she has memorized

26 Refer to Sahih Muslim 1/265 from the Hadith of Mu’adh on the
authority of 'A'ishah (*49).

27 Reported by Al-Hakim within Al-Mustadrak 1/397- It is also reported by
‘Al-Imam Malik within Al-Muwatta 1/199- Both of them are from the
Hadith of 'Abdullah bin Abu Bakr bin Hazim from his father from his
grandfather.
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from the Qur’an, then it is permissible for her to recite during the
period of menstruation and the period of postnatal bleeding so that
she will not forget that which she has memorized from the Qur'an.
So, in this case, there is no harm based upon that which a group of
the verifiers have issued verdicts stating. As for if she does not fear
that she will forget, then she is not to recite the Qur’an because
she has upon her a major impurity, and he who has a major
impurity then he is not to recite the Qur’an.

Similarly, if a man is in a state of sexual defilement then he is not
to recite the Qurian as long as he is in that state of sexual
defilement. The Prophet {%) would recite the Qur’an as long as he
was not in a state of sexual defilement. As for if he was in a state
of sexual defilement then he would not recite the Qur’an.8

Menstruation is similar to sexual defilement because it is a major
impurity and the menstruating woman is not to recite the Qur’an
as long as she is in her period of menstruation, unless it is a case
of necessity.

The menstruating woman is also not to enter the Masjid to sit
therein. If there is within the Masjid a lesson which she wants to
listen to or there is an admonishment taking place therein, she is
not to enter the Masjid. She is only to stand outside of the Masjid
because the Prophet () said:

jL>- ~tst—Jd

“The Masjid is not permissible for the one who is in a state of
sexual defilement nor the menstruating woman.”2

So it is not permissible for the woman to sit in the Masjid as long
as she is menstruating. She is only to stand outside of the Masjid;

2B Refer to the Musnad of Al-Imam Ahmad 1/84. Also the Sunan of Abu
Dawud 1/57-58 and the Sunan of An-Nasa'T 1/144. Likewise the Sunan of
Ibn Majah 1/195 from the Hadith of 'All bin Abl Talib (40).

O Reported by Abu Dawud within his Sunan 1/58 from the Hadith of
'‘A'ishah (m4%).
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likewise, for the Musallaa on the day of 'Eid. Umm ‘Atiyyah said:
“We, the adolescent girls as well as the menstruating women,
would go out to listen to the good and the menstruating women
would stay away from the Musallaa.” Meaning: they would be next
to the Musallaa on ‘Eid in order to listen to the sound, but they
would not be in the Musallaa. For the menstruating women and
the women suffering from postnatal bleeding are not to sit within
the Masjid. It is permissible for the menstruating women to pass
through the Masjid to take care of a need and it is permissible for
her on her way to pass from one door to another, or to go into the
Masjid to do that which she is in need of and then depart. The
Prophet (©) said to ‘A’ishah:

il N

“Pass me the prayer mat from the Masijid.”

She replied that she was menstruating. So he (©) said:

i-b j O—J i1

“Your menstruation is not in your hand.”3

Meaning: there is no harm for the menstruating woman to pass
through the Masjid. Likewise, there is no harm for the
menstruating woman to remember Allah by way of At-Tasbih
(saying Subhanallah), At-Tahlil (saying La llaha Illla-Allah), At-
Takbir (saying Allahu-Akbar) and reading the narrated
supplications in the morning and the evenings. However, she is not
to recite anything from the Qur'an; she is only to recite the Adhkar
and the supplications and the statements of glorification and
declaring Allah’s Oneness and declaring Allah’s Magnificence, etc.
There is no harm in any of this.

30 Reported by Al-Imam Muslim within As-Sahih 1/244-245 from the
Hadith of ‘A’ishah (*46).
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Fourthly: From that which is also prohibited in a state of
menstruation is sexual intercourse. It is not permissible for her
husband to have intercourse with her while she is menstruating.
Allah, the Exalted, has said:

“They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: that is an Adha (a
harmful thing for a husband to have a sexual intercourse with his
wife while she is having her menses), therefore keep away from
women during menses and go not unto them till they have purified
(from menses and have taken a bath).” [Al-Bagarah:222]

So He, Glorified and Exalted be He, has prohibited having
intercourse with the menstruating woman through her vulva, and
there is no harm in her husband touching her and kissing her or
sleeping with her and touching her with desire. There is no harm
in enjoying her with the exception of intercourse within the vulva,
for he is not to have intercourse with her in it until she becomes
pure. As for enjoyment without intercourse in the vulva by way of
kissing, touching and laying with her and other than that, then
there is no harm in it because that which is prohibited is one thing
and it is intercourse within the vulva. This is during the period of
menstruation, and in the period of postnatal bleeding as well,
intercourse is not to be enjoyed with the woman.

Fifthly: Likewise, Allah prohibited divorce during the period of
menstruation. It is not permissible to divorce a woman while she is
menstruating. This is a divorce which is Bid"”? (innovative) and not
according to the Sunnah. This is because Allah, the Exalted, says:

“O Prophet (:£)! When you divorce women, divorce them at their
lddah (prescribed periods).” [At-Talaq:l]
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Meaning, divorce them while they are pure and you have not
touched them. When the woman becomes pure from menstruation
and her husband has not touched her; meaning he has not had
intercourse with her, then he may divorce her if he wills.

As for if he has had intercourse with her after her purity, then it is
not permissible for him as well to divorce her during this period of

purity.

Sixthly: Regarding the issue of Al-Hajj, Allah, the Glorified and
High, has said:

“And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Kabah) is a duty
that mankind owes to Allah, those who have the means (As-Sabil).’
[Ali-'Imran:97]

And As-Sabil (the means) refers to provisions and a mount. Allah
has obligated upon the Muslim that he perform Hajj to this house
at least once in the lifetime for the one who has the ability to do
so; males as well as females. However, if the female wants to
perform Hajj, it is a must that there be a Mahram for her to travel
with. What is intended by Al-Mahram is the one who is prohibited
for her from the men due to relation or a permissible reason. As is
within the statement of the Most High:

“.and not to show ofF their adornment except only that which is
apparent (like palms of hands or one eye or both eyes for necessity
to see the way, or outer dress like veil, gloves, head-cover, apron,
etc.), and to draw their veils all over Juyubihinna (i.e. their bodies,
faces, necks and bosoms, etc.) and not to reveal their adornment
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except to their husbands, their fathers, their husband's fathers,
their sons, their husband's sons, their brothers or their brother's
sons, or their sister's sons.” [An-Nur: 31]

These are the Mahrams from the relatives of the woman who are
impermissible for her to marry due to lineage or due to a
permissible reason. So it is permissible for her to travel with these
people due to the statement of the Prophet (©):

“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the
last day to travel the distance of two days journey except along
with a Mahram.”3 In another narration it reads:

b ibL~d jl

“..to travel the distance of three days journey.”

In another narration:

N ry oL

“..to travel the distance of a day and a night except along with a
Mahram.' 2

The woman is in need of a Mahram when travelling, whether it is
for Hajj or for other than Hajj. Every journey which the woman
intends to take, it is a must that there be a Mahram with her. It is
not permissible for her to travel alone because her traveling alone

3 Reported by Al-Imam Ibn Khuzaymah within As-Sahih 4/134 from the
Hadith of 'Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-'Aas (<40).

2 Reported by 'Al-Imam Al-Bukhari within As-Sahih 2/35 from the Hadith
of Ibn ‘Umar (&).
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exposes her to danger and subjects her to Fitnah. Also because she
is weak and in need of one who will protect her and help her and
look after her wellbeing because she is a weak woman and is
desirable to men of corruption and other than them. For if there is
a Mahram with her then he will be a protector for her. And now,
the night and the day or two days or three days journey is broken
down into hours by way of cars or planes, but the ruling is the
same; it does not change. So as long as the distance of travel is
equivalent of eighty kilometers or more, then it is not permissible
for the woman to travel; neither on foot nor on an animal or by
car or by plane or by boat or other than it, whether she be alone
or if she is amongst many people as long as she does not have a
Mahram. It is not permissible for her to travel; neither for Hajj or
other than it.

And may prayers and peace of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, upon his family members and his companions all
together.
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APPENDIX ONE: ADVICE TO THE
WOMEN FROM ASH-SHAYKH

SALIH AL-FAWZANS3

nnouncer: We will take a call from the sister Umm ‘Abdul-
Karim from Riyad. Go ahead, my sister, Umm ‘Abdul-Karim.

Sister: As-Salamu ‘Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.
Announcer: Wa ‘Alaykum as-Salam wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.

Sister: 1want to thank you, O Shaykh, and may Allah reward you,
for your knowledge. | have a request, O Shaykh; and it is advice. |
would like for you to give me detailed advice from yourself, similar
to the advice of a father to his daughter, regarding all of that
which is connected to the life of the woman, and comprises good
for her in the Dunya and the Hereafter.

Announcer: Thank you, my sister, Umm ‘Abdul-Karim. She wants,
from your eminence, guidance for the Muslim sisters within their
life, Noble Shaykh.

Ash-Shaykh Al-Fawzan: Na’am. The Muslim sisters have a great
status within Al-Islam.

"Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam) men and
women, the believers men and women (who believe in Islamic
Monotheism)...” [Al-Ahzab:35]

33 This is a question which was posed to Ash-Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan by
one of the women. The source is:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGcmCX9hSpl
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“Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he
(or she) is a true believer (of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him
We will give a good life.* [An-Nahl:97]

So they have a status within the society and a status within the
religion. They are responsible just as the men, in general.

The advice is that they have Taqwa of Allah, the Glorified and
High, regarding their worship and the performance of the
obligatory duties; and that they have Tagwa of Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic, in obeying their husband; and that they have Taqwa
of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, regarding the cultivation of the
children and preservation of the household in the absence of the

husband. The Prophet (sg) said:

“The woman is a shepherdess in the home of her husband, and will
be asked about her flock.”31

That which is also important is the preservation of the covering,
chastity, modesty, and decency. When she goes out, she must do so
with the legislative etiquettes; not wearing make-up, nor perfume
and not engaging in At-Tabarruj by way of adornments, clothing,
or other than it. She is to cover her body and not display any of it.
She is to stay far away from mixing with men and be diligent in
preserving herself from the corruption of the corrupt. She is to
observe the Hijab.

Collected by Al-Bukhari
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“O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of
the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) all over their bodies
(i.e.screen themselves completely except the eyes or one eye to see
the way). That will be better, that they should be known (as free
respectable women) so as not to be annoyed. And Allah is Ever
OftForgiving, Most Merciful." [Al-Ahzab:59]

The meaning of: “..to draw their cloaks (veils) all over their
bodies," is to cover their faces with the top portion of the large
Jilbab, or the Shaylah, or the covering upon her head which she
drops down over her face.

“..draw their cloaks (veils) all over their bodies. That will be better,
that they should be known,” Meaning: They shall be known for
chastity and known for decency and the corrupt will not desire her.
This indicates that abandonment of the Hijab is a reason for harm.
When they do not see her covered then they will harm her by
(trying to) entice her and seeking to do with her that which is not
permissible. So within the Hijab there is protection from harm for
the woman; the harm of the corrupt, the hypocrites, and those in
whose hearts there is a disease. Na'am.
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APPENDIX TWO: QUESTION
POSED TO SHAYKH 'UBAYD AL-
JAABIREE ABOUT THE WOMAN

TRAVELLING WITH HER

THIRTEEN YEAR OLD SON3®

years of age, and has developed hair in his armpits and pubic
area. Is he considered to be in puberty by way of that; and if
so, does he become a Mahram for me who is
permissible for me to travel with?

Question: A questioner from Morocco says: My son is thirteen

Ash-Shaykh: Meaning, the son?
Questioner: Na’am

Ash-Shaykh: The word Mahramiyah (i.e., the

state of being a Mahram) is one thing, and

that which the woman requires for travel;

such as traveling for treatment, for Hajj, for

‘Umrah, or to visit relatives, is something

different. Your son is a Mahram for you; and he is in puberty in
this state; as long as he is thirteen years old and has grown hair (in
these places) then he is mature (i.e., in puberty). However, does he
have sagacity, discernment, and intelligence which would make him
suitable to look after you? Because, some men, although they have
reached fifty years of age, they are imbeciles; fools. The woman is
not able to benefit from him at all and he does not have the ability
to look after her. So this affair must be looked into, my daughter.
Na’am.

35 Source: http://ar.miraath.net/fatwah/5871
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APPENDIX THREE: THE ADVICE
OF SHAYKH AL-ALBAANEE TO

WOMEN WHO ACT LIKE MEN

uestion: O our Shaykh, we have heard that some of the
Qwomen present within some of the universities, schools, and

colleges or some of the women who deliver lectures, (give)
lessons or even recite the Qur’an specifically on the morning
broadcasts (we have heard that), these womens' husbands are
never able to enjoy them because they are Mutarajjilat (i.e., they
imitate men or are masculine). We would like some clarity from
you as it relates to this question.

Answer: The principle, as it relates to this issue, is a poor
upbringing. From the reasons for the poor upbringing is the
corruption of the society and corruption of the curriculums which
the education of the men and women or male and female youth are
predicated upon their foundation. That is because the female
students in the schools, | am almost certain, have not heard the
likes of his (M) statement:

“May Allah curse the manly women.”3%

Likewise, the other hadith which ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (4«)
narrated saying: “Allah’s Messenger (3s) cursed the men who
resemble women and the women who resemble men.” 1believe that
the female students who graduate from the high schools or from
that which is above that, then likes of this hadith or that hadith
(the first one) has not crossed their ears. And if it be that either of
them has crossed their ears on any day, then it is from that which
goes in one ear and out of the other ear; because the curriculums,
which are taught or the lessons which are given on the basis of
them, do not allow the teacher, even if she may be religious, to go
over the likes of this subject.

36 Graded authentic by Al Albam in Sahih Al-)ami’
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It is known within the legislation, and according to the people who
have knowledge regarding it, that the basic principle with the man
is that he goes out of his home to work for the benefit of his
family and his children. On the contrary, the basic principle
regarding the woman is that she remains sheltered within her
house and that she does not go out of it, acting in accordance with
the statement of her Lord, the Blessed and High:

< 0 i ifoc&J?.<j £

“And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves like that of
the times ofignorance..” [Al Ahzab:33]

So when the woman came to be like the man; going out in the
morning, and returning in the evening; then she came to be, in
that, similar to the man whether she knows it or not and whether
she realizes it or not.

Due to this, we have not returned in these later times to seeing the
adolescent virgin girls who are ashamed to let their vision fall upon
a man. Rather, she, from the severity of her modesty, would cast
her vision to the ground to look at her footsteps while she is
walking. We have not returned to seeing this young lady who, the
likes of her, was well known; even during the times of pre-Islamic
ignorance, not to mention during the era of the early, radiant, pure
Al-Islam. In this vein, there has come within the Sahih, in

description of the Prophet (©) that he was:
“...shyer than a virgin within her dwelling.”

This virgin to whom the leader of mankind (M) has been compared
in his shyness, we have not returned to hearing about her in this
time of ours. That is because in most instances the women
resemble the men. There is no doubt that there are many reasons
for this. From the most prominent of them is the rule of the
governments of the disbelievers over many of the Islamic lands so
that their habits, traditions, tastes, and their manners which are
contrary to the upright disposition have spread therein. So the
generations of people have inherited them and the male and female
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professors who claim to guide (the youth) have accepted them. All
of these (people) have spread amongst this upcoming generation of
young men and young ladies what they refer to as equality between
women and men. So this is from the reasons from the spread of
the scanty amount of modesty amongst the women which has
made many of them to be masculine. From that in which there is
no doubt is that the manliness of the woman makes her have a
presumptive personality in front of her husband; perhaps raise her
voice at him, and maybe she will humiliate him in front of some of
his or her relatives (out of supposed) superiority on her part over
her husband.

Where is this as it relates to that which has come in the farewell
advice of the Messenger () to the man regarding the women?
This is substantiated by his (©) statement using a justification
which is in complete opposition to the upbringing which we see in
this present time. That is his () statement;

“Treat the women well, for they are ‘awan to you.”

The point of reference is that the Prophet () when he ordered
with good treatment to the women in this hadTth, he () justified
that by his statement:

JIT-UP L P

“..for they are ‘awan to you.”3

Meaning, they are like slaves. The slave is not able to do anything
with his master. Likewise, is the Muslim woman who conducts
herself with the correct Islamic manners. She is, with her husband,
like a slave.

37 Collected by Muslim
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Due to this, he (M) feared for the men to be excessive, in this
befitting description, towards the women and thus wield authority
over them, compelling them, and oppressing them. For this reason,
he ordered with good treatment towards the women and he
mentioned a reason for that; and that (reason) is his statement:

Jvitiiss- jr i

“..for they are ‘awaan to you.”

The women today have become such that the men are not in need
of advice regarding them. Rather, the affair has changed and
become such that the women are in need of being advised to treat
the men well because they have become independent in their jobs
and in their liberties. We often hear from some of them: “There is
no difference therein between me and my husband. He is a spouse
and 1am a spouse. He is a partner and 1am a partner with him in
life.”

So it is upon the Muslim women who cling to their religion that if
they are tried with anything from mixing with this society, that
they try to save themselves from being affected by anything from
this filth which many of the women have fallen into because of
what we have mentioned from corruption in the upbringing and
corruption of the society. This is a reminder and the reminder
benefits the believer. As-Salamu ‘Alaykum.

Questioner: May Allah reward you with good, wa ‘Alaykum As-
Salam wa rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.
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