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Commentator’s Introduction

Indeed, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His aid, and we
seek His forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evils of our
souls and from the (evil) consequences of our bad actions. Whomever
Allah guides, there is none to misguide him, and whomever He
misguides, there is none to guide him. I testify that none has the
right to be worshiped except Allah alone, Who has no partner, and I
testify that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger 5.
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O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared.

[Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and remember Him

always], and die not except in a state of Islam (as
Muslims) with complete submission to Allah.

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:102]
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TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you

from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam)

He created his wife, and from them both He created

many men and women; and fear Allah through

Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do

not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely,
Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:1]
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O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear
Him, and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you
to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your
sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger
4, he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e.,

he will be saved from the Hellfire and made to enter
Paradise).

[Stirah al-Ahzab 33:70-71]
To proceed:

Indeed, the truest speech is the Book of Allah, and the best guidance
is the guidance of Muhammad #. The worst of affairs (in religion)
are the novelties, for every novelty is an innovation, every innovation
is misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Hellfire.

This is a concise treatise regarding the rulings of prostrations for
forgetfulness in prayer. Despite its brevity, it is comprehensive of the
rulings and situations, and it includes examples in order to clarify the
intent.

The author, al-‘Allamah Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih bin ‘Uthaymin,
has traversed within it upon the path of conciseness, yet he has struck
examples so that it will be more easily comprehendible, clearer, and
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Commentator’s Introduction

more comprehensive. This is due to the enormity of the need for
the Muslims having cognizance of its rulings. The Shaykh &§ said:
“Especially for the imdms whom the people take as an example and
follow—they have a responsibility to follow the legislation in their
prayer in which they are leading the people.”

I also wanted—in directing and guiding towards the good—to take
part in acquainting (others) with it and clarify it by way of commen-
tary upon it, arranging it, and citing the badith sources in it and
mentioning their grading. This is so this may be from taking the
means of spreading correct knowledge within the ummah, which is
predicated upon the Book and the Sunnah with the understanding of
our pious predecessors.

I ask Allah the Exalted to have tremendous mercy upon the Shaykh,
and to bring about benefit by way of what He has blessed him with
of beneficial knowledge and excellent effects (upon the wmmah);
indeed, He is capable of all things.

May Allah send abundant prayers and peace upon our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his fathers—Ibrahim, Isma‘il, and the rest of
the prophets and messengers. Our final supplication is that we say:

All praise is for Allah, the Lord of all that exists.

Abu Abdillah Mubammad bin Sa'‘id Raslan, 1429 AH



Biography of Shaykh ‘Uthaymin

HIS NAME AND LINEAGE

He is the virtuous shaykh, the scholar, the verifier, the jurist, the
scholar of zfsir, Abii ‘Abdillaih Muhammad bin Salih bin Muhammad
bin Sulayman bin ‘Abdir-Rahman bin ‘Uthmin from the Wahbah

branch of Banii Tamim.

HIS BIRTH

He was born on the 27* night of the blessed month of Ramadin in
the year 1347 AH in the city of ‘Unayzah, one of the cities of Qasim
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

HIS EDUCATIONAL UPBRINGING

He memorized the Noble Qur'an as well as small books of ahidith
and figh at an early age.

Then, he joined the circles of al-Allamah ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Nasir
as-Sadi. He was his first shaykh from whom he took knowledge.
He was affected by his methodology and foundations, as well as
his following of the evidence. From him, he studied fsir, hadith,
tawhid, figh and its principles, the laws of inheritance, and grammar.

With Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq ‘Afifi W, he studied grammar and
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Biography of Shaykh ‘Uthaymin

al-balaghah (eloquence) while he was in ‘Unayzah.

He enrolled in the Educational Institute in Riyadh in the year 1372
AH and had organized studies for two years in which he benefitted
from the scholars who were teaching in the institute at that time.
From them:

* ‘The allamah, the scholar of rtafsir, Shaykh Muhammad
al-Amin ash-Shinqiti

* ‘The shaykh, the jurist, Shaykh ‘Abdul-Aziz bin Nasir bin
Rashid

* 'The shaykh and muhaddith, Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Ifriqi

He connected with the eminent Shaykh al-Allimah ‘Abdul-‘Aziz
bin Baz w. With him, he studied Sahih al-Bukhbari in the masjid as
well as some of the treatises of Shaykhul-Islim Ibn Taymiyyah. He
was greatly affected by him. In fact, Ibn Baz is considered to be his
second shaykh.

He graduated from the Educational Institute and continued
his university studies until he acquired a degree from the Imam
Muhammad bin Sa‘id Islamic University.

HIS OCCUPATIONS & KNOWLEDGE-BASED ACTIVITIES

He began teaching in the year 1370 AH in the main congregational
mosque of ‘Unayzah. In the year 1374 AH, he was appointed as a
teacher in the Educational Institute of ‘Unayzah and he continued
teaching until 1398 AH.

Toward the end of this period, he participated in formulating the
educational curriculum for Imam Muhammad bin Sa‘iid University.
Thereafter, he continued to be a professor at Imaim Muhammad bin
Sa‘dd University’s Qasim branch, in the Faculty of Shariah, from
1398 AH until his death.

He was a member of the Educational Board in Imim Muhammad
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TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

bin Sa‘dd Islamic University for the years 1399-1400 AH. He was
also a member of the board for the Faculty of Shariah and Religious
Fundamentals in the University’s Qasim branch, as well as the head

of the agidah division.

He was a member of the Committee of Senior Scholars in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from the year 1407 AH until his death. He
attained the King Faysal World Award for the Service of Islim in the
year 1414 AH.

HIS WRITINGS

His writings have reached more than 90 books and treatises.

P

HIS DEATH ubs

The Islamic wmmah suffered a loss, right before Maghrib on
Wednesday the 15% of Shawwal, 1421 AH, with the announcement
of the death of Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaymin in the
city of Jeddah.

Thousands prayed over the Shaykh in Masjid al-Harim after the ‘Asr
prayer on Thursday the 16™ of Shawwal, 1421 AH, and he was taken
to the graveyard with a large procession that cannot be described. He
was buried in Makkah al-Mukarramah, may Allih bestow abundant

mercy upon him.

Abii Muhammad Abdullah bin Muhammad Sa'‘id Raslin
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Introduction to the Treatise
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ORIGINAL TEXT

All praise is for Allah, Lord of all that exists. May prayers and peace
be upon our Prophet Muhammad, who has conveyed the message in
a clear way; likewise, upon his family, Companions, and those who
follow him in excellence until the Day of Recompense.

To proceed:

Indeed, many people are greatly ignorant of the rulings of the
prostrations for forgetfulness in the prayer. From them, there is he
who abandons the prostration of forgetfulness when it is obligatory.
From them, there is he who prostates when he should not. From
them, there is he who makes the prostration of forgetfulness before
the salim when he was supposed to prostrate after it. From them,
there is he who prostrates after the sa/im when he was supposed to
prostrate before it.

Due to this, cognizance of its rulings is very important, especially for
the imdams whom the people take as an example and follow—they
have a responsibility to follow the legislation in their prayer in which
they are leading the people. Therefore, I would like to present to my
brothers some of the rulings on this issue, hoping that Allah benefits
His believing slaves by way of it.

13



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

Therefore, I say, seeking the help of Allah the Exalted, desiring from
Him tawfig in that which is correct...

COMMENTARY

From the favors and blessings of Allah the Exalted upon this ummah
is that the Prophet £ would forget in the prayer so that the ummah
may follow his example in the legislation. This can be seen in that
which al-Bukhari and Muslim have reported from him, wherein he
said:

S35 e 13 Ot ST il (o San 1 Ul L)
Indeed, I am only a human, just as you are. I forget just as you forget.
Therefore, if I forget, remind me.

14




The Prostration of Forgetfulness
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ORIGINAL TEXT

This (the prostration of forgetfulness) is a term used to describe the
two prostrations the worshiper makes to remove an error that has
occurred in his prayer due to forgetfulness. Its reasons are three:

1) Addition
2) Omission

3) Doubt

COMMENTARY

It is obligatory, due to the command of the Prophet # with it. And
this is the statement of the majority of the scholars, as is mentioned in
the religious verdicts. Ash-Shawkani said in As-Sayl al-Jarrir that the
prostration for abandoning a Sunnah act is not obligatory, so as not
to add a subsidiary action to the foundation. Thus, the most that can
be said is that it is a Sunnah just as that which has been abandoned
is, and there has not come anything regarding the abandonment of
a Sunnah act which would indicate that the prostration of forgetful-
ness is obligatory. Rather, it being obligatory is specific to that for
which it has been commanded.

So, if one abandons an obligatory act in a supererogatory prayer, is

15



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

the prostration of forgetfulness obligatory? The answer: Yes, we hold
it to be obligatory.

If one were to say: How do you hold something to be obligatory
within a supererogatory prayer when the basis of the supererogatory
prayer is that it is not obligatory? The answer: Once he enters the
prayer, it is obligatory upon him to perform it in accordance with the
legislation; otherwise, he is making a mockery of it. Before [entering]
the prayer, he has a choice (i.e., whether or not to pray). Thus, once
he enters it, it is obligatory upon him to perform it in the correct
manner.

‘Uthman bin Qa'id said in his footnotes to Al-Muntahi (1/215):
“Know that as-sahw (s¢~), an-nisyin (Oe)), and al-ghaflah (i)
are all synonymous terms. They mean: The heart becoming absent-
minded regarding something which is known.”

Al-Amidi said: “These words mean nearly the same thing.”

In (the book) Al-Mawaigif wa Sharhiha, it says: “As-sahw is when the
correct manner (of a thing) may cease in one’s mind while the thing
itself remains present. An-nisyan (forgetfulness) is when both the
correct manner and the thing itself both cease; thus, they are both in
need of being attained anew.”




The 1%t Reason: Addition
O 22RQA 9

ORIGINAL TEXT

If the worshiper adds a standing, sitting, bowing, or prostration to his
prayer intentionally, then his prayer is rendered invalid. If he does so
forgetfully and he doesn’t recall the addition until after he completes
it (i.e., after he completes that additional act), then there is nothing
upon him except the prostration of forgetfulness, and his prayer is
sound. If he becomes aware of the addition while performing it, it is
obligatory upon him to leave it and to perform the prostrations for
forgetfulness, and his prayer is sound.

Example:

A person prays Zubhr, for example, as five units. He isn’t aware of the
addition until he is in the tashabbud. He is to complete the tashah-
hud, (exit the prayer with) the zaslim, prostrate for forgetfulness, then
make taslim (again).

If he does not recall the addition until after the salim, he is to
prostrate for forgetfulness and make zas/im. If he becomes aware of
the addition while in the fifth unit, he is to sit as he does when saying
the tashahbud, make taslim, then prostrate for forgetfulness, then
make zaslim (again).

The evidence:

The hadith of Ibn Mas'ad ...

17



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

COMMENTARY

‘Abdullah bin Mas’ad bin Ghafil bin Habib al-Hudhali, Abi ‘Abdir-
Rahman, from the scholars of the Companions and from the first
and foremost. He made the two migrations, witnessed the Battle of
Badr and the battles thereafter, and clung to the Prophet #£. He was
the holder of the Prophet’s two sandals. He narrated an abundance of
ahidith from the Prophet . He had many virtues. He died in the
year 32 AH. Refer to his biography in Al-Isibah (4/233) and Tahdhib
at-Tahdhib (6/27-28).

ORIGINAL TEXT

...wherein the Prophet £ prayed Zuhr as five units, so it was said
to him, “Has the prayer been increased?” He said, “What do you
mean?” They said, “You prayed five units.” So he prostrated twice
after having made the zslim.!

In another narration: “So he turned around, faced the giblah,
prostrated twice, then made the zas/im.”?

MAKING SALAM BEFORE THE COMPLETION OF THE PRAYER

The salim before the completion of the prayer is from [the category
of] addition to the prayer. Therefore, if the worshiper makes taslim
before the completion of the prayer intentionally, his prayer is
rendered invalid. If he does so forgetfully and he does not become
aware until after a long time, he must repeat the prayer anew. If he
becomes aware shortly thereafter—such as two or three minutes
later—he must complete his prayer, make zaslim, prostrate for forget-
fulness, then make zslim (again).

! Reported by al-Bukhari in “The Book of Jumu‘ah, Chapter: If one prays five units”
(1226), and by Muslim in “The Book of Mosques and Places of Prayer, Chapter:
Forgetfulness in the prayer and the prostration for it” (572).

? Reported by al-Bukhari in “The Book of Prayer, Chapter: Facing the direction of the
qiblah wherever one may be” (401), and by Muslim in “The Book of Mosques and Places
of Prayer, Chapter: Forgetfulness in the prayer and the prostration for it” (572).

18




The 1st Reason: Addition

COMMENTARY

No specific demarcation has come for this timeframe. Hence, the
affair is contingent upon custom.

ORIGINAL TEXT

The evidence:

The hadith of Abt Hurayrah ...

COMMENTARY
‘Abdur-Rahmin bin Sakhr ad-Dawsi. The scholars have differed

greatly regarding his name and the name of his father. He embraced
Islam seven years after the Hijrah and he memorized more narrations
than those who narrated during his era. The people of hadith are
in agreement that he is the Companion who has narrated the most
ahadith. He came to Madinah as an immigrant and resided in as-Suf-
fah. He was beloved by the people. Ibn Taymiyyah said concerning
him: “(He was) a Companion of the Prophet £ for less than four
years, so all of his narrations are from the latter era. He died in

Madinah in 59 AH.”

Refer to his biography in Al-IsziGb (4/1768) and Al-Isabab (7/425).

ORIGINAL TEXT
...in which he said: The Prophet # prayed Zuhr or ‘Asr with them

and made tas/im after two units, and people began to rush® out of
the doors of the masjid, saying, “The prayer has been reduced.” The
Prophet £ stood by a piece of wood in the masjid* and leaned against
it as if he was upset. A man’ stood and said, “O Messenger of Allah,
did you forget, or has the prayer been shortened?” The Prophet £

3 (e pudl —This refers to those who rush to exit (after the prayer).
* A tree trunk in the direction of the giblzh in the masjid.

> He was Dhul-Yadayn. He was nicknamed as such due to the (long) length of his hands.

19



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

said:

s Wy il o]

I have neither forgotten nor has it been shortened.

The man said, “Rather, you have forgotten.” So the Prophet £ said
to his Companions:

S sk Lo d"i

Is what he is saying correct?

They said, “Yes.” So the Prophet £ went forward and prayed that
which remained of his prayer, then he made zaslim, then he prostrated
twice, then he made taslim again.®

If the imam makes zaslim before the completion of the prayer, and
there is someone amongst the followers who has missed some of the
prayer, so he stands to complete what he has missed, then the imim
recalls that he has shortened the prayer so he stands to complete it,
then the follower who stood to complete what he missed may choose
between continuing to make up what he has missed then prostrating
for forgetfulness, or returning to (prayer) with the 7mam and follow-
ing him, such that when he makes zaslim, the follower (stands to)
make up what he has missed, then prostrates for forgetfulness after
the zaslim; and this (the latter) is more befitting and safer.

§ Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sa4ih in “The Book of the Adhin, Chapter: If the imam
doubts the statement of the people” (714), and by Muslim in “The Book of Mosques,
Chapter: Forgetfulness in the prayer” (573) on the authority of Abii Hurayrah @.

20




The 2" Reason: Omission
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ORIGINAL TEXT

OMISSION OF THE PILLARS

If the worshiper omits the opening #2kbir, then he has no prayer,
whether he has omitted it intentionally or forgetfully. This is because
his prayer never commenced.

If it is other than the opening kbir, then if he abandoned it inten-
tionally, his prayer is invalid. If he abandoned it forgetfully and he
reaches its place in the next 7zkh, then he cancels the previous rakah
in which he abandoned it and the current one he is in takes its place.
If he has not reached its place in the next 7zkzh, then it is binding
upon him to return to the pillar which has been left and perform it
along with that which is after it. In each case, he must prostrate for
forgetfulness after the zaslim.

COMMENTARY

This is the correct statement, because that which is after the
abandoned pillar has occurred in an improper place due to the
correct sequence of the pillars being left off. Thus, since they have
occurred in an improper place, it is not permissible to continue in
them. Rather, one must return to the pillar that he omitted.

21



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

ORIGINAL TEXT

Example:

A person forgets the second prostration in the first 7zkzh and he
remembers this while sitting between the two prostrations in the
following rak'ah; the first rakah is canceled and the second rakiuh
takes its place so that it is now considered to be the first rzkuh.
He completes his prayer upon this basis and makes zaslim, then he
prostrates for forgetfulness and makes taslim (again).

Another example:

A person forgets the second prostration and the sitting before it in
the first 7akh, and he remembers this after having stood from the
bowing in the second r2£zh. He must return (to that which he left),
sit and prostrate, then complete his prayer, make aslim, then prostate
for forgetfulness and make zaslim (again).

COMMENTARY

If he is aware of the abandoned pillar after having made taslim, it
would be as if he has left an entire 72£%5. This is one statement (from
the statements of the scholars).

That which is correct is that it is not binding upon him to perform an
entire 7zakah. Rather, he must perform that which comes after what
was abandoned, due to sequence being an obligation. And that which
occurs before the abandoned action has occurred in its proper place.

Example:

A man prays, and when he completes his prayer, he recalls that in the
last rak'ah he only prostrated once. Therefore, it is upon him to return
to the prayer, sit (i.e., between the prostrations), and perform the
second prostration, then recite the zashahhud, make taslim, prostrate
for forgetfulness, then make zas/im (again). This is what is correct; the
pillars [of the prayer] are such that forgetfulness does not remove the
obligation to perform them.

22




The 2nd Reason: Omission

OMISSION OF THE OBLIGATIONS (AL-WA]IBAT)

If the worshiper omits an obligation from the obligations of the
prayer intentionally, his prayer is rendered invalid. If he does so
forgetfully before moving on from its place in the prayer, then he
must perform it, and there is nothing due upon him.

COMMENTARY

The obligation (a/-wdjib) is that which is binding to perform. The
obligation, according to the Hanabilah, is that which nullifies the
prayer if it is left intentionally, but it is not nullified if it is left out
of ignorance or forgetfulness; one must prostrate if it was left due
to forgetfulness. The obligations, according to them, are eight in
number; from them are the first tashahhud and sitting for it.

ORIGINAL TEXT

If he remembers after having moved on from its place and before
reaching the pillar that comes after it, he is to return and perform i,
then complete his prayer, make zaslim, then prostrate for forgetful-
ness, then make zaslim (again).

If he remembers it after reaching the pillar that comes after it, it is
left off and he is not to return to it. Thus, he continues his prayer and
prostrates for forgetfulness before the zaslim.

Example:

A person rises from the second prostration in the second rakuh,
and he stands for the third, forgetting the first tashabbhud; and he
remembers before getting up. Thus, he is to remain sitting, recite the
tashahhud, then complete his prayer, and there is nothing due upon
him.

If he remembers after completely standing, then he leaves off the first
tashahhud and does not return to it. Thus, he completes his prayer
and prostrates for forgetfulness before the zaslim.

23



TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

COMMENTARY

Ahmad, ad-Daraqutni, Abt Dawiid, and others reported on the
authority of al-Mughirah @2 that he said that the Messenger of Allah
£ said:

OB ¢l Ll (g2 O 3 S5 06 aS )1 5 LY 4B 13)
If the imam stands after two raka %t, then remembers before stand-

ing fully upright, let him sit. If he stands fully upright, he is not to
sit, and he must make two prostrations for forgetfulness.

This indicates that what prevents the one who is standing from
returning to (say) the tashahhud is the fact that he is standing fully
upright. If he has not stood fully upright, then it is upon him to
sit. In this lies a refutation of the statement of some of the Islamic
schools of jurisprudence, that if he is closer to the standing position,
he is not to return (to the sitting), and if he is closer to the sitting,
then he sits. In addition to there being no basis in the Sunnah for this
detail, it is in opposition to the hadith. So grab onto it and bite onto
it with your molar teeth, and leave the opinions of men.

[ say: Shaykh al-Albani & said in As-Silsilah as-Sahihah (5/586):
“Benefit: His statement: “...so once he has stood fully upright, it has
passed and he is not to return...” Within this is a strong indication
that him #£ not returning to the tashabhud—which is an obliga-
tion—was due to him having stood fully upright. The understanding
derived from it is that, had he not stood fully upright, he would have
returned (to the sitting position). This has been textually mentioned
by him in his statement:

0 s Ll (532 OF U3 3 0 xnS )1 3 oL G 13)
“‘If the imam stands after two raka ‘at, then remembers before stand-

ing fully upright, let him sit. If he stands fully upright, he is not to
sit, and he must make two prostrations for forgetfulness.’

24




The 2nd Reason: Omission

“It is a hadith which is sahih when its various routes of transmission
are combined, and jayyid (good) when looking at one of them. It is
reported in Al-Irwa' (388) and Sahih Abi Diwnad (949).

“So that which has come in some of the books of figh—that if one

is closer to giyam then he is not to return—there is no basis for it
whatsoever, in addition to the fact that it contradicts these two narra-
tions. Therefore—O Muslim—Dbe upon clarity in your religion.”

ORIGINAL TEXT

The evidence for this:

The evidence is that which al-Bukhari and others have reported on
the authority of ‘Abdullih bin Buhaynah #2: “The Prophet ## prayed
Zuhr with them and stood after two rnzka iz, and he did not sit (for
the first tashabhud), so the people stood along with him until he
completed the prayer, and the people awaited his zas/im; but he said
the takbir while sitting and prostrated twice before saying the zaslim,
then he made the zaslim.”!

' Reported by al-Bukhari in his S#4ih, in “The Book of Jumu‘ah, Chapter: What has come
regarding forgetfulness when one stands after two 72ka @t in an obligatory prayer” (1224).
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ORIGINAL TEXT

Doubt is uncertainty as to which of two affairs has occurred. Doubt
in worship is not given any consideration in three instances:

1) If it is mere speculation, with no substantial basis for it, such
as satanic whispers.

2) If it frequently occurs to a person, such that he does not
perform an act of worship except that he falls into doubt regarding it.

3) If it occurs after having completed the act of worship, then
one is not to give consideration to it as long as he is not certain
regarding the matter. He is to act on the basis of what he is certain
about.

Example:

A person prays Zuhrt, and when he completes his prayer, he doubts
whether he has prayed three or four raka4z. He is to give no consider-
ation to this doubt unless he becomes certain that he has not prayed
more than three; in this case, he would complete his prayer if a short
time has elapsed, then make zaslim, then prostate for forgetfulness,
then make taslim (again).

If he does not remember until a long period of time has elapsed, he is
to repeat his prayer anew.




The 3rd Reason: Doubt

As for doubt in other than these instances, it is given consideration.
And doubt within the prayer will not go outside of two states:

1) The First State: One of the two affairs is preponderant to
him, in which case he is to act upon that which is preponderant to
him, complete his prayer on that basis, make zaslim, prostrate for
forgetfulness, and make zaslim (again).!

Example:

A person prays Zuhr and doubts in a rakah whether he is in the
second or third. However, that which is preponderant to him is that
it is the third. He is to consider it to be the third and perform that
which comes after it (i.e., one rakah), and make taslim. Then, he is to
prostrate for forgetfulness, then make zaslim (again).

The evidence:

The evidence is that which is affirmed in the Sahihayn and others
from the hadith of ‘Abdullah bin Mas’id #2 that the Prophet £ said:

('3("[""35 ('JA’J'GV':’L’ (gl T ls (Do %3(.5.\9-\ s 13
If one of you doubts within his prayer, let him strive to ascertain

what is correct then complete his prayer upon that basis, then make
taslim, then prostrate twice.”

2) The Second State: Neither of the two affairs is preponderant
to him. Thus, he must act upon that which he is certain of, which
is the least of the two, and complete his prayer upon this basis and
prostrate for forgetfulness before the taslim, then make taslim.

! The prostration for forgetfulness in this instance is after the taslim.

? Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sab# in “The Book of Prayer, Chapter: Facing the direc-
tion of the giblah wherever one may be” (401), and by Muslim in “The Book of Mosques
and Places of Prayer, Chapter: Forgetfulness in the prayer and the prostration for it” (572).
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TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

COMMENTARY

Al-Bayhagqi reported in As-Sunan by way of Ja'far: Sa‘id (i.e., Ibn Abi
‘Ariibah) reported from Qatadah who narrated on the authority of
Anas from the Prophet £ that he said:

el gl b3 o o ety b oSl b W Sust Sls 1)
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If one of you doubts within his prayer and does not know if he has
prayed two or three (units), let him repel the doubt and act upon
certainty.

He said: This “Ja'far” is Ibn ‘Awn.

Shaykh al-Albani & said in As-Silsilah as-Sahihah (3/1342): “He—
Ibn ‘Awn—is trustworthy, from amongst the men that the two
Shaykhs (al-Bukhari and Muslim) narrate from, as are those above
them (i.e., in the chain). Therefore, the chain is sahih.”

ORIGINAL TEXT

Example:

A person prays Asr and doubts within a 7zkzh whether he is in the
second or third 7zkzh, and neither it being the second nor the third
is preponderant to him. He is to consider it to be the second, make
the first tashahhud, then perform that which comes after it (i.e., two
raka Gt), prostrate for forgetfulness, then make zasiim.

The evidence:

The evidence is that which Muslim reported on the authority of Aba
Sa‘id al-Khudri...

COMMENTARY

Sad bin Malik bin Sinan al-Ansari al-Khazraji, Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri.
He did not witness the Battle of Uhud due to his young age, yet he
witnessed the Battle of the Trench and the battles thereafter. He was
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The 3rd Reason: Doubt

from the eminent Companions and their scholars and virtuous ones.
He narrated many ahdidith from the Prophet #. Many of the Tabi‘iin
narrated from him, as did a group from the Companions. He died in
the year 73 AH.

ORIGINAL TEXT
...that the Prophet £ said:
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If one of you doubts within his prayer and he doesn’t know if he has
prayed three or four, then let him repel the doubt and proceed upon
that which he is certain of, then prostrate twice before the taslim.
If he has prayed five, they will make his prayer even, and if he has
prayed a complete prayer of four units, then they will be a humilia-
tion for the Shaytan.

FROM THE EXAMPLES OF DOUBT

If a person comes while the imdm is bowing, he must make the
opening takbir while standing upright, then bow. At that time, he
will be in one of three states:

1) He is certain that he caught the imdm in his ruki’ before he
rose from it. Therefore, he has caught the rakzh, and the obligation
of reciting al-Fatihah is removed.

2) He is certain that the imam rose from the ruki’ before he
joined him. Therefore, he has missed the rzkzh.

3) He is in doubt as to whether he caught the imdm while in

? Reported by Muslim in his $24i% in “The Book of Mosques, Chapter: Forgetfulness in
the prayer and prostration for it” (571).
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TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

rukir’, and thus he either caught the 722 or the imam rose from the
rukir’ before he joined him and he missed the rakh. If one of the two
affairs is preponderant to him, then he is to act upon the basis of that
which is preponderant to him, complete his prayer upon that basis,
and make zaslim. Then, he must prostrate for forgetfulness and make
taslim (again), unless he has missed nothing from the prayer. If this is
the case, there is no prostration due upon him.

If neither of the two is preponderant to him, then he is to act upon
the basis of what he is certain of (i.e., consider that he has missed
the rakiah) and complete his prayer on that basis, then prostrate for
forgetfulness before the zaslim, then make zaslim.

POINT OF BENEFIT

If one doubts in his prayer, then he is to act upon what he is certain
of or upon that which is preponderant to him in accordance with
the aforementioned details. Thereafter, if it becomes clear to him that
he has acted in accordance with the reality—thus he did not add to
his prayer nor did he omit from it—the obligation of prostration for
forgetfulness is removed from him based upon what is well-known in

the (Hanbali) madh hab, due to the cessation of that which makes the
prostration obligatory, which is doubt.

It has been said that it is not removed from him for the purpose of
humiliating the Shaytan, due to the statement of the Prophet £:

lapad) gt 5 1S Y Llasl Lo 018 o

...and if he has prayed a complete prayer of four units, they will be a
humiliation for the Shaytan.*

This is also due to the fact that he performed a portion of his prayer
in a state of doubt, and this is the stronger view.

Example:

A person prays and doubts within a 7akzh as to whether it is the

#Its reference has preceded.
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The 3rd Reason: Doubt

second or third, and neither of the two affairs is preponderant to
him. So he considers it to be the second and completes his prayer
upon this basis. Then it becomes clear to him that it was actually the
second rakah; there is no prostration due upon him based upon the
well-known viewpoint within the madh'hab. And he must prostrate
for forgetfulness before the zaslim based upon the second statement,
which we have deemed to be the stronger view.
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Prostration of Forgetfulness for the
Person Following the Imam

ORIGINAL TEXT

If the imam forgets, it is obligatory upon those praying behind him
to follow him in the prostration of forgetfulness. This is due to the
statement of the Prophet #:

codde Vgalisey D cay ;35.) (Lfg\ J‘i‘;’ Las)
The émam has only been set in order that he may be followed; there-
fore, do not differ from him...

Up to his statement:
N gdoenls U 3]
...and if he prostrates, (you) prostrate.!

This hadith is agreed upon (by al-Bukhari and Muslim) from the
hadith of Abt Hurayrah 2.

This is the case whether the imdm prostrates for forgetfulness before
or after the taslim; the follower must follow him, unless he is a
latecomer (i.e., one who has missed some of the prayer). In this case,

! Reported by al-Bukhari in his Szbi/ in “The Book of Adhin, Chapter: Establishing the
rows is from the completion of the prayer” (722), and by Muslim in “The Book of Prayer,
Chapter: The follower’s following of the imdm” (414).
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Prostration of Forgetfulness for the Person Following the Imam

he does not follow him in the prostration after the zaslim due to being
excused in this situation. Hence, the latecomer is not able to make
taslim along with the imam. Due to this, he must make up what he
has missed, then make zslim, then prostrate for forgetfulness, then
make zaslim (again).

Example:

A man enters the prayer with the imdm in the last rakiah and the
imdm has to perform the prostration of forgetfulness after the zaslim.
When the imdam makes taslim, this latecomer must stand to perform
that which he has missed, and he is not to prostrate along with the
imam. When he finishes performing what he has missed and makes
taslim, he must prostrate (for forgetfulness) after the zaslim.

If the follower forgets something in the prayer (as opposed to the
imam), and he has not missed any of the prayer, there is no prostra-
tion due upon him. This is because him prostrating would lead to
him differing with the imam and not following him. Also, this is
because the Companions #2 had left the first tashahhud when the
Prophet & forgot it, so they stood along with him and did not sit for
the first zashahhud, giving due consideration to following (the imdm)
and not differing with him.

If one has missed any of the prayer and he forgets something while
praying along with his 7mam or in that which he makes up after his
prayer, the obligation to prostrate for forgetfulness is not removed
from him. He must prostrate for forgetfulness when he makes up
that which he missed, before the zaslim or after it, in accordance with
the aforementioned details.

Example:

The follower forgets to say, in ruki*

el ) Ol
Glorified be my Lord, the Magnificent.

And he has not missed any portion of the prayer; in this case, there is
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TREATISE ON THE PROSTRATIONS OF FORGETFULNESS

no prostration due upon him. But if he has missed a rzkzh or more,
he must make it up, then prostrate for forgetfulness before the taslim.

Another example:

A follower prays Zuhr along with his imam; when the imdm stands
for the fourth rakiah, the follower sits, thinking that this is the last
rakah. When he comes to know that the 7mdm is standing, he stands;
if he has not missed any portion of the prayer, there is no prostration
due upon him. If he has missed a 7zkizh or more from the prayer,
then he makes it up and makes zaslim, then he prostrates for forget-
fulness. This prostration is due to the sitting which he had added
during the standing of the imam for the fourth rakah.

COMMENTARY

This is so he does not differ with his imam.
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Summary (and When to Make the
Prostrations Before or After the Taslim)

—@0_22QA 9~

ORIGINAL TEXT

From that which has preceded, it is clear that at times the prostration
for forgetfulness is before the zas/im and at times it is after it.

It is before the taslim in two instances:

1) Ifitis due to omission. This is due to the hadith of ‘Abdullih
bin Buhaynah @2 wherein the Prophet #% prostrated for forgetfulness
before the zaslim when he left off the first tashahhud. Mention of the
hadith has preceded.

COMMENTARY

It is the hadith which al-Bukhari has reported on the authority of
‘Abdullah bin Buhaynah @2 that: “The Prophet £ prayed Zuhr with
them and stood after two rzkait, and he did not sit (for the first
tashahhud); so the people stood along with him until he completed
the prayer, and the people awaited his zs/im, but he said the rakbir
while sitting and prostrated twice before saying the zaslim; then he
made the zaslim.”
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ORIGINAL TEXT

2) Ifitis due to doubt and neither of the two affairs is prepon-
derant to the person. This is due to the hadith of Abi Sa‘id al-Khudri
#2 regarding the one who doubts in his prayer and he does not know
if he has prayed three or four (units), for the Prophet # commanded
him to prostrate twice before making #aslim. Mention of the hadith
has preceded.

COMMENTARY

It is the hadith which Muslim has reported on the authority of Abi
Sa‘id al-Khudri #2 that the Prophet £ said:

g bl ol B30 Lo oS b ke ST sls 1)
O 0B oy O J8 o domny o it Lo e oy )
L B8 x )Y L) s OIS 0y cads o paid Lot Lo

olaad]

-

If one of you doubts within his prayer and he doesn’t know if he has
prayed three or four, then let him repel the doubt and proceed upon
that which he is certain of, then prostrate twice before the zaslim.
And if he has prayed five, then they will make his prayer even, and if
he has prayed a complete prayer of four units, they will be a humili-
ation for the Shaytan.

ORIGINAL TEXT

Thus, the prostration for forgetfulness is after the zaslim in two
instances:

1) If it is due to addition. This is based upon the hadith of
‘Abdullah bin Mas'td #2 wherein the Prophet £ prayed Zuhr as five
units. They reminded him after the #as/im, and he prostrated twice
then made zas/im; and he did not clarify that his prostration after the
taslim was due to him not knowing of the addition until after the
taslim. This indicates generality in the ruling and that the prostration
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for addition is to be after the salam whether one knows about the
addition before the salim or after.

From this is that if one forgetfully makes zas/im before the comple-
tion of his prayer, then he remembers and completes it, he has added
a taslim during his prayer, so he must prostrate after the tas/im. This is
due to the hadith of Abii Hurayrah @2 wherein the Prophet £ made
taslim—in Zuhr or ‘Asr prayer—after two rakait, so they reminded
him and he completed his prayer and made zas/im, then he prostrated
for forgetfulness and made zaslim (again). Mention of the hadith has
preceded.

2) Ifitis due to doubt wherein one of the two affairs is prepon-
derant to the person. This is due to the hadith of Ibn Mas'td &2
wherein the Prophet £ commanded the one who doubts within his
prayer to strive in ascertaining that which is correct and complete his
prayer upon that basis, then make #as/im and prostrate. Mention of

the hadith has preceded.

If two issues of forgetfulness were to occur to a person—one being
that which necessitates prostration before the zas/im and the second
being that which necessitates prostration after it—the scholars have
said that what occurs before the zaslim takes precedence, so he is to
prostrate before.

Example:

A person prays Zuhr and stands for the third 72£h, not sitting for
the first zashahhud, and he sits in the third 72£%2h believing it to be
the second. Thereafter, he remembers that it is the third. So, he is to
stand and perform one 7akah and prostrate for forgetfulness, then
make taslim.

This person has left the first tashabbhud, the prostration for which
would be before the zs/im. He also added a sitting within the third
rakah for which he would have to prostrate after the taslim. Therefore,
that which is before the zaslim is given precedence, and Allih knows
best.
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Conclusion

ORIGINAL TEXT

I ask Allah to grant us and our Muslim brothers fawfig in under-
standing His Book and the Sunnah of His Messenger £, as well as
acting in accordance with them, outwardly and inwardly, in agidabh,
worship, and social interactions; and that He grant us all a good
ending. Indeed, He is Generous and Kind, and all the praise is for
Allah, Lord of all that exists.

May prayers and peace be upon our prophet Muhammad, his family,
and his Companions altogether.
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Appendix 1

The Ruling of the Prayer of the One Who Intentionally
Abandons Swujid as-Sabw'

Questioner: Noble Shaykh, the one who abandons the prostration
for forgetfulness due to a rakizh which was left off—what is the
ruling?

Shaykh ‘Uthaymin: Meaning, a prayer that he missed?
Questioner: Meaning, a (rakzh) within the prayer.

Shaykh ‘Uthaymin: Some of the scholars say that if one intention-
ally abandons the prostration for forgetfulness which must be made
before the zslim, his prayer is invalid. As for if it (the abandoned
prostration for forgetfulness) is after the zaslim, then no (i.e., the
prayer is still valid). They justify their statement by saying: If the
prostration for forgetfulness is within the prayer itself, then it is
obligatory within it, and if it is after the zslim, it is obligatory for it
(for the prayer).

Some of the scholars say that whether it is before or after the taslim,
his prayer is invalid if he intentionally abandons it. This is because he
has disobeyed the command of the Prophet & wherein he said:

! Silsilah Liqa at al-Bab al-Mafiah (233)
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.

...Jet him prostrate.

I do not think that a Muslim would intentionally abandon the
prostration of forgetfulness when it is (only) two prostrations,
knowing that the Messenger has commanded with them. (If he does),
he must either be ignorant or he forgot.
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What is Said in the Prostration of Forgetfulness?'

Question: Noble Shaykh, what is said in the prostration of forgetful-
ness and the prostration for recitation?

Answer: That which is said in the prostration of prayer can be said
within them. For example:

Glorified be my Lord, the Exalted. (x3)

Or:
L;J'“" ;..@,U\ ﬂ.x.p..;j Ly (”,.@..U\ 3t B

Glorified be You, O my Lord, and the praise is Yours; O Allah, forgive
me.

And in the prostration for recitation:
(:‘;.U‘ ) sty o cg:.lfj}' é).cl.cj w'\—é)u) Odoew EN V.@.U\

O Allah, to You I have prostrated, in You I have believed, and in You I
have placed my trust. My face has prostrated to Allah, who created it

! Silsilah Liqd at al-Bab al-Mafiah (135)
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and fashioned it and has portioned its hearing and sight. Blessed be
Allah, the best of creators.
Or:
dps e J lherly Ty o oo by T gy J (81 (gl
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O Allah, write for me, due to it, the reward, and erase from me, due

to it, a sin; and store it with Yourself for me and accept it from me
just as you have accepted it from Your slave Dawiid.
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Appendix 3

What Should be Done if the Imdam Makes Taslim After One
Rakah During Tarawih Prayer?’

Question: If an imdm in the Tarawih prayer were to make taslim
after one rakuh—forgetfully—what must he do? Does he make it to
be the odd unit or what? Bearing in mind that the followers did not
make him aware of it until he made zaslim.

Answer: If the imam makes taslim after the first rakab (in the set of
two), and the followers make him aware, then he must stand and
complete it by performing another 7zkzh, and prostrate for forgetful-
ness after the zslim; and it is not permissible for him to make it to
be the Witr (odd rakzh) because he did not intend it to be Witr from
the beginning.

However, on the opposite end of this: If the imam in the Tarawih
prayer were to stand for a third kb (when his intention was
to make a set of two) and the people make him aware, should he
continue (in the prayer) or return (i.e., to the sitting position)? It is
obligatory upon him to return. This is because, if he were to continue
praying, his prayer would be rendered invalid. So he must return to
the sitting position, recite the tashahhud, make taslim, then prostrate
twice for forgetfulness after the zaslim, then make taslim (again).

! Silsilah Liga it al-Bab al-Mafiah (41)
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SHAYKH MUHAMMAD AL-'UTHAYMIN ! 4/ SAID:

“Indeed, many people are greatly ignorant of the rulings of
the prostrations of forgetfulness in the prayer. From them,
there is he who abandons the prostration of forgetfulness
when it is obligatory. From them, there is he who prostrates
when he should not. From them, there is he who makes the
prostration of forgetfulness before the salam when he was
supposed to prostrate after it. From them, there is he who
prostrates after the salam when he was supposed to
prostrate before it.”
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