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Introduction from Authentic Statements

Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

Al-hamdullaahi Rabbil-Aalameen was salaatu was salaamu ‘alaa Ashrafil- 
Anbiyaa' wal-Mursaleen, wa ba’d.

By the  M ercy o f  A llaah, peop le  in th e  p riso n  systems are accepting 

Islaam  in large n u m b ers  an d  som e o f  these sam e indiv iduals are 

en terin g  righ t in to  o u r co m m u n ities  u p o n  release. So, if we he lp  to  

educate  and  cultivate these b ro th ers , by way o f  books, tapes, and  

qualified  vo lun teers o f  th is blessed D a’watus Salafiyyah, th e n  they 

will have a b e tte r chance o f  being  p roductive  in  w hichever 

com m unities they en ter. W e also recognize th a t th e re  are tim es 

w hile incarcerated  th a t these b ro th e rs  have som e serious problem s, 

issues an d  circum stances. So, by allow ing these M uslim s th e  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  ask som e o f  th e ir  m ost serious questions, 

inshaaAllaah, it will facilitate ease fo r th em  in th e ir  app lica tion  o f 

th is religion. Q u estio n s sen t to  A u th en tic  S ta tem en ts will be lim ited  

and  in  tu rn  posted  o n  o u r  w ebsite w hile we aw ait a reply from  one 

o f  th e  scholars, s tu d en ts  o f  know ledge o r D u’aat (callers to  Islaam), 

along  w ith  th e ir proofs and  evidence. T h e  answ ers will th e n  be  sen t 

back to  th e  questio n er. In sh aa’A llaah (if A llaah wills) an  e-book or 

pub lished  bo o k  will later be derived for th e  b en e fit o f  o th e r  b ro th ers  

an d  sisters w ho are incarcerated .

W e ask A llaah to  ex tend  H is m ercy to  you and  us, we ask th a t H e 

preserves all o f  th e  M uslim  scholars an d  th a t H e rew ards everyone 

involved w ith  th e  p ub lish ing  o f  th is w ork.

Y our b ro th ers  at A u th en tic  S ta tem en ts
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Acknowledgement from Authentic Statements

All praises are due  to  A llaah, we praise H im , we seek His aid an d  we 
seek His forgiveness. W e seek refuge w ith  A llaah from  the  evils o f  
o u r souls an d  from  th e  evil o f  o u r actions. W hom soever A llaah 
guides, th en  th ere  is no  o n e  to  m isguide h im  and  w hom soever 
A llaah leaves to  go astray th en  th e re  is n o  o n e  to  guide h im . I bear 
w itness th a t n o n e  has th e  righ t to  be w orsh ipped  except A llaah, 
a lone, w ith o u t any p a rtn e r and  th a t M u h am m ad  is His Slave and  
M essenger.

T o  Proceed:

T h e  M essenger o f  A llaah said,

“ Whoever has not thanked the people then he has not thanked
Allaah.” 1

So in trying to  im p lem en t this Hadeeth, we w ould  like to  sincerely 
th an k  o u r nob le b ro th e r A boo  Razaaq T aah ir Ibn W yatt. A lso, we 
invoke A llaah to  increase h im  in success, gu idance, uprigh tness,

1 A boo D aaw ood (4177), at-T irm idhee (1877), and  declared Saheeh by Im aam  al- 
A lbaanee in his Saheehah (417)
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Is laa m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

firm ness and  stability u p o n  th e  S u n n ah , fo r assisting us in getting  
o u r questions answ ered by th e  peop le  o f  know ledge.

In  th is bo o k  are answ ers from  th e  peop le  o f  know ledge to  q uestions 
posed by incarcerated  M uslim s in  th e  U n ited  S tates over th e  past 3 
years.

W e had  the  privilege o f  reco rd ing  som e o f  these qu estio n s  and  
answers. A fterw ard, we were able to  transcribe  th em  to  text w ith  the  
help  o f  o u r b ro th e r  S h areef A bdu r-R aq eeb , may A llaah rew ard 
h im  and  place this w ork u p o n  his scale o f  good deeds.

D u rin g  ‘U m rah  1426H , we asked Shaykh W a see ’u llaah  A b b aas Al- 
H in d ee  ab o u t com piling  all th e  q u estio n s an d  answers, th en  
fo rm atting  th em  in to  h o o k  form . T h e  Shaykh approved  o f  o u r 
p ro ject w ith  som e cond itions, m ay A llaah preserve h im .

A fter re tu rn in g  back to  A m erica we co n tac ted  o u r b ro th e rs  at 
Tarbiyyah B ookstore requesting  th e ir  expertise an d  help  in  p u ttin g  
th is bo o k  together. May A llaah M  bless th e  incarcerated  M uslim s 
w ith  a b e tte r u n d e rs tan d in g  and  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e ir religion. 
A lso, M ay A llaah bless us w ith  success an d  add  th is  w ork  to  o u r 
scale o f  good deeds.

May th e  peace an d  blessings o f  A llaah be u p o n  his final M essenger, 
M u h am m ad , his family, his co m p an io n s an d  all those  w ho follow 
th e ir way u n til th e  Last Day.

*  *A u th en tic  S ta tem en ts
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Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u slim s: V o lu m e  O n e

Naseehah (advice) from The ‘Ulamaa 
(Scholars) for Compiling this Book 2

( Q u e s t i o n :  For ab o u t th ree  years I have been  com piling

q uestions ab o u t the  issues facing incarcerated  M uslim s (in A m erica) 
an d  now  I w an t to  pub lish  th em  in a bo o k  form  w hat is your advice 
to  me?

.A m s w e r :  Shaykh W asee’-ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : G a th e r the

Fataawa (rulings) o f  th e  w ell-know n scholars, those scholars w ho are 
know n to  have know ledge. T hey  are firm ly g ro u n d ed  in know ledge 
and  are scholars k now n  to  give Fataawa (rulings) from  th e  Sunnah o f  
th e  M essenger o f  A llaah M w ith  th e  correc t Ijtihaad ( in d ep en d en t 
ju d g m en t in a legal o r theological question), th e  Ijtihaad w hich  is 
Saheeh (correct) th en  th a t is excellent. However, you m ust look at 
your co llection  yourself an d  at your transla tion . You look at your 
tran sla tio n  and  m ake sure th a t you in te rp re t all those  w ords in  the  
correc t m anner.

You go to  those  b ro th ers  w ho have the  know ledge and  experience 
and  ensu re  th a t th e  tran sla tio n  is Fard (lawful). Likewise, you are to 
translate  the  speech o f  every single scholar because som e scholars 
are k now n  for being  overly len ien t in  som e affairs. So, translate  
those Fataawa from  those  scholars w ho are know n to  be u p rig h t and  
s tand  u p o n  th e  Kitaab (Q u r’aan) and  th e  Sunnah an d  n o t possessing 
som e shortcom ings o r laxity in d iffe ren t affairs.

T his question  was posed to  Shaykh W asee’-ullaah ‘A bbaas by A uthen tic  
S tatem ents d u ring  ‘Umrah 1425 (2005).



Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u slim s: V o lu m e  O n e

T h e  m ost im p o rtan t th in g  here  - so long  as you have th e  Fataawa o f 
th e  ‘Ulamaa, th e  well k now n  scholars w ho  have th a t know ledge and  
they give th e  Fataawa accord ing  th e  B ook an d  th e  Sunnah - is th a t 
you correc t the  tran sla tio n  an d  th a t you p resen t th e  tran sla tio n  to  
som eone  w ho  is know ledgeable in  th e  field o f  th e  translating . T his 
is so th a t you may fix all m istakes an d  all errors in th e  tran sla tio n . 
As for m ore qu estio n s from  th e  p risons an d  th e  jails th e n  Inshaa’ 
Allaah  you send  th em  to  th e  well k now n  scholars, like th e  g roup  o f 
th e  big p e rm a n en t scholars (stand ing  com m ittee) an d  th e  o th e r 
‘Ulamaa w ho are well k n o w n  for th e ir know ledge. A n d  if you do  
th is and  get th e  Fataawa w ith  th e  correc t tran sla tio n , th e n  Inshaa’ 
Allaah, you have a rew ard for this.
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Is laa m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u slim s: V o lu m e  O n e

C h a p t e r  1

Questions related to W udhoo’(Purification)

^ ^ ^ - 1 )  W h e n  m aking W udhoo’ is it perm issib le to  w ipe over the

shoes th e n  take th em  o ff and  pray in socks, o r sh o u ld  you take o ff 
your shoes and  w ipe over th e  socks?

AJL \ . ' l )  Shaykh ‘A lee at-Tuwayjaree responded : It is perm issib le

for h im  to  w ipe over the  shoes o r sneakers if he is going to  keep th a t 
o n  u n til th e  tim e period  o f  w iping ru n s ou t. 3 T h is is w ith  the  
co n d itio n  th a t th e  shoes th a t  you w earing covers th e  obligatory area, 
m ean ing  th a t th e  area th a t is obligatory for you to  wash up to , and  
includ ing  your ankles. If th e  shoes d o  n o t cover up to  your ankles, 
th e n  no , you do  n o t w ipe over th em  at all.

Is it co rrect to  use th e  M iswak (to o th  b ru sh ) w ith  

your left hand?

1 T ra n s la to r’s no te : T here  is a certain  tim e period  allo tted  for you to  w ipe over 
socks, Khufs (leather socks) o r your shoes, so if you are going to wipe over them  
and  you are going to  keep them  o n  d u ring  th a t tim e period  then  th a t is 
perm issible. If you are going to  take them  off, th en  you need to  take th em  off 
and  wipe over your socks, (or w hatever you are going to  w ear w hile perform ing  
the  prayer).
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Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

A
j L j L '2) Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree responded : F rom  the

Sunnah o f  th e  P ro p h e t M, is th a t he used to  love to  do  th ings w ith  
th e  righ t h an d  and  sta rt w ith  th e  righ t w hen  he p u t o n  his shoes. 
Even w hen  he com bed  his h a ir he w ould  sta rt w ith  th e  righ t side 
first. Likewise, w hen  he w ould  purify h im self he w ould  sta rt w ith  
the  righ t side in  all his affairs. T h is h ad ee th  is agreed u p o n  from  
the  n a rra tio n  o f  A a ’isha As for th e  Siivaak (cleansing o f  the  
m o u th ) it is from  th e  good th ings w hich  is why it is 
reco m m en d ed  for th e  M uslim  to  use th e  Siivaak and  to  use it 
w ith  th e  righ t h an d  and  to  sta rt w ith  th e  righ t side o f  th e  m o u th . 
T h is is th e  Sunnah  o f  the  P ro p h e t th a t  he  w ould  sta rt w ith  the  
righ t w h en  it cam e to  th e  good an d  p u re  th ings.

0 3  £ 0
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Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

C h a p t e r  2

Questions related to Conveying the Salaams 
while in the Restroom

^ ^ ^ - 3 )  Is it p ro h ib ited  to  exchange th e  Salaams w ith  som eone

w hile they are in  a restroom  eq u ip p ed  w ith  to ile t u rinals th a t  are 
m ade for the  p u rpose  o f  relieving oneself?

AX j L '3) Shaykh A hm ad  Bazm ool responded : In  such a s itu a tio n ,

th ere  being  a to ile t w ith  no  wall o r anything, th en  they sh o u ld  avoid 
giving Salaams along w ith  w ha t is sim ilar such as Dhilcr. T hey  shou ld  
avoid th is at th e  tim e o f  relieving them selves. W h e n  they are 
fin ished  relieving them selves and  m ove from  th a t  place, th en  they 
can  fully partake in all o f  the  activities. T hey  can give Salaams, pray 
and  everything else they w ould  norm ally  do.

os so
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Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

C h a p t e r  3

Questions related to Da ’wah (Invitation to 
Allaah)

A )  Som etim es peop le  com e to  m e an d  ask ab o u t Islaam

so I let th em  know  ab o u t Taivheed (Islaam ic m o n o th e ism ) an d  only 
th a t. B ut they ask m e ab o u t o th e r m isconcep tions w hich  they have 
ab o u t Islaam . S hou ld  I try to  clear th a t  up  for th em  o r do  I stick 
to  Tawheed7.

A-Z T X .^) Shaykh ‘A b d u r R ah m aan  M u h y iu d d in  resp o n d ed : If

a perso n  com es an d  asks you ab o u t ce rta in  th ings th a t you have 
no  know ledge o f  say I do  n o t know . Say to  th a t  person , ‘I do  n o t 
know  b u t I will ask an d  I believe Islaam  to  be th e  T ru e  R elig ion .’ 
If  you are asked why reply, T h e  details o f  th is  are lo n g .’ If  you are 
asked w ho has know ledge o f  it, reply, T h o s e  w ho are firm ly 
g ro u n d ed  in  know ledge .’ D o n o t speak w ith o u t know ledge. Just as 
if you were asked ab o u t th is m icro p h o n e  th e  least you know  is 
th a t  it carries o u t th e  so u n d . You know  so m eth in g  ab o u t it, b u t 
you can  n o t b rin g  all th e  details a b o u t th is  m ic ro p h o n e  such  as how  
it becom es c o rru p t and  spoiled  an d  how  to  repair it. W h e n  issues 
such as these arise you send  it to  som ebody  else. Likewise th e  sam e 
applies to  th is religion. If you know  so m eth in g  you say it, if you 
d o  n o t know , say n o th in g  an d  th is  is th e  co rrec t position .
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Is laa m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u slim s: V o lu m e  O n e

0 ^ - 5 )  W h a t carries th e  greater reward: to  guide a M uslim

th a t is astray to  th e  straigh t p a th  o r  to  guide a disbeliever to  the  
fold o f  al-lslaam?

A
j L J L - 5) Shaykh Saalih  as-Sindee responded : W ith o u t any d o u b t

w hatsoever, gu id ing  a disbeliever to  Islaam. For a person  to  m ove 
from  th e  fold o f  kufr (disbelief) in to  Islaam is w ith o u t a d o u b t a 
greater rew ard. T h e  greatest o f  th e  levels in th is (D a’wah) is th a t 
A llaah gives you th e  gu idance and  ability to  gu ide th is o n e  (from  
kufr to  al-lslaam) an d  th a t one  (the astray M uslim  to  th e  Siraatul 
Mustaqeem) an d  th a t  you have th e  ability to  com b in e  betw een  the 
two.

^ ^ - 6 )  H ow  do  we deal w ith  s itua tions w hen  we find  th a t

som e o f  th e  disbelievers th a t we deal w ith  may be m ore 
trustw orthy  in th e ir business transactions th a n  som e o f  the  
M uslims?

A
l i - 6 )  Shaykh Saalih As-Sindee responded : W e d o  n o t w an t to

m ake this a general p rincip le  (th a t every Kaafir (disbeliever) in  his 
business transactions is b e tte r  th an  every M uslim ). T h is  may be 
th e  case as it relates to  certain  situations. You may find  th a t a 
Kaafir is m ore trustw orthy  o r w hatever th a n  a M uslim , b u t to  try to  
m ake it so m eth in g  th a t is general I th in k  th a t  th is may have som e 
exaggeration w ith  it and  it is inaccurate . H ow ever, we do  know

14



Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

th is to  be th e  case in  certa in  s itu a tio n s  an d  is o n e  o f  th e  th ings 
th a t w eakens o u r D a’ivah (ability to  call to  A llaah) w h en  we find  
th e  M uslim s u p o n  these type o f  characteristics. If th e  M uslim s 
w ould  tru ly  u p h o ld  Islaam , th a t  it w ould  be b e tte r for th e  D a’wah. 
A n d  A llaah know s best.

C ^ - 7 )  In  p rison  som etim es people w an t to  becom e M uslim

because they are seeking p ro tec tio n  for a w rong th a t they  have 
done . S h o u ld  they still be given th e  Shahaadah (two declara tions o f 
faith)?

A
j L jl. '7) Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee resp o n d ed : In  a case

like this, Yes! G ive h im  th e  Shahaadah even if a perso n  com es and  
you may know  th a t  they are n o t com ing  for Islaam they are 
com ing  for so m eth in g  else. You give th em  the  Shahaadah and  take 
advantage o f  th is and  teach  th em  th e  Deen. In  th e  year o f  the  
co n q u est o f  M ecca, the  P ro p h e t M  accepted  th e  Shahaadah an d  the  
en terin g  in to  Islaam  o f m any people, som e willingly and  som e o u t 
o f  fear. A fter th a t, Praise be to  A llaah, being  w ith  th e  M uslim s 
an d  learn ing  ab o u t th e  teachings o f  Islaam , they cam e to  love 
Islaam . So give th em  th e  Shahaadah an d  explain  to  th em  th e  rulings 
o f  Islaam . Perhaps from  learn ing  an d  being a ro u n d  th e  M uslim s, 
A llaah may o p en  th e ir chests to  Islaam  an d  they becom e a good 
righ teous M uslim . Keep in m in d  th a t a lo t o f  lands w ere o p en ed  by 
Shahaadah (fighting in  th e  way o f  A llaah) an d  in  Shahaadah n o t 
everybody accepted Islaam  fully. M any peop le  becam e M uslim  
d u e  to  th e  situ a tio n  an d  th en  after th a t they m ixed w ith  the  
M uslim s an d  they learned  th e  Deen o f  Islaam  an d  becam e from
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Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u slim s: V o lu m e  O n e

th e  best o f  th e  people. M ake sure you clarify to  people like these 
th e  Deen o f  A llaah In sh aaA llaah . A llaah ’s R eligion is a g reat 
religion, as opposed  to  w hat they m ay hear from  th e  m edia o r th e  
like. Islaam  is based o n  principles: from  th em  is th a t you sh o u ld  
p ro tec t your b ro th e r  w h e th e r he  is being  oppressed  o r he  is th e  
oppressor. If he is th e  oppressor how  you p ro tec t an d  su p p o rt him? 
By telling  h im  th a t w hat he is do ing  is n o t right, because it will get 
you in to  tro u b le  n o t only  in  this life b u t for sure in th e  H ereafte r 
w ith  your Lord. As for those w ho are am ong  th e  M uslim s being  
oppressed  by o thers, we try to  assist th em  an d  aid th em  b u t 
accord ing  to  th e  guidelines o f  Islaam . Look at th e  Jews an d  
C h ris tian s  an d  som e o th ers  from  am ong  th e  enem ies o f  Islaam . 
T hey  try to  b lem ish  and  give a bad  im age to  th e  Deen o f  Islaam  
saying th a t th e  M uslim s are barbarians, ru d e  and  harsh  an d  w hat 
is sim ilar. Really, th is is n o t th e  case because Islaam  is a religion 
o f  m orals an d  good eth ics an d  behavior. Islaam  calls to  
gentleness, easiness an d  k indness. Even w h en  we slaugh ter 
anim als , we have a n a rra tio n  w here th e  P ro p h e t M, said to  be 
k ind; th a t th e  b lade has to  be very sharp  so th a t you do  n o t h arm  
th e  anim al. T each  th em  th a t Islaam  com m an d s us to  be k in d  to  
th e  anim als, the  trees, to  the  ea rth  th a t we walk o n  an d  we were 
co m m an d ed  in  Islaam  to cause rectification , an d  n o t to  cause 
c o rru p tio n  in  th e  land . Indeed  we have to  take advantage o f 
these tim es w hile th e  people are hearing  m any th ings ab o u t 
Islaam . So th is is th e  tim e you can  p resen t to  th em  th e  p ro p e r 
Islaam. A n d  may A llaah guide them .

0 3  S O
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C h a p t e r  4

Questions related to Prayer and the Adhaan 
(call to prayer) 4

( ^ - 8 )  If th e  to ile t in  my cell is facing th e  Qiblah, w ha t do  I 

do? In w hich d irec tio n  sh o u ld  I pray?

A Shaykh Sulaym an ar-Ruhaylee responded : 5 T h ere  is no

h arm  in th e  b ro th e r  praying tow ards th e  to ilet, as th a t is a s itu a tio n  
he has n o  co n tro l over, an d  indeed  A llaah does n o t b u rd e n  a soul 
w ith  m ore th an  w hat it can bear. Likewise, th e  Shaykh m en tio n ed  
that, T h ere  is a p rincip le  from  th e  p rincip les o f  Fiqh th a t states th a t 
o n e  is n o t held  accoun tab le  for th a t  w hich  he c a n n o t p rev en t n o r 
avoid. A n d  A llaah know s best.

^ ^ - 9 )  D u rin g  th e  su m m er season, th e  M uslim s (in o u r

prison) are p erm itted  to  offer Salaatul-Maghrib in  congregation , b u t 
are n o t p e rm itted  to  offer Salaatul-’Eeshaa in congregation . It is a 
s itu a tio n  w here we are only to g e th er d u rin g  th e  tim e o f  Salaatul-

4 T hese questions w ere posed to  th e  Scholars o f  M adeenah , by o u r b ro th e r A boo 
‘Abdur-Razzaq T aah ir Ibn  W yatt, a s tu d en t from  the U niversity  o f  M adeenah, 
unless otherw ise is no ted .
1 A fter ob ta in ing  the clarity I needed , 1 posed th e  question  to  Shaykh Sulaym an 
ar-Ruhaylee (Sunday 6th o f  Shaw aal 1 4 2 4 / Nov. 30'1’, 2003) -  T aah ir Ibn W yatt.
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Maghrib. T herefo re , w ould  it be perm issib le for th e  us to  com bine 
Salaatul-Maghrib and  ‘Eeshaa, d u rin g  th e  sum m er season?

A
jL j L'9) Shaykh Sulaym an ar-Ruhaylee responded : It is

absolutely n o t perm issib le for th em  to  com bine th e  prayers u n d e r 
these circum stances as long as they are allow ed to  pray in th e ir  cells 
d u rin g  th e  tim e o f  ‘Eeshaa, even if they pray alone. So it is n o t 
perm issible to  com b in e  prayers d u e  to  the  excuse o f  praying in 
congregation. Safeguarding o f  prayer in its p ro p e r tim e period  takes 
p recedence over th e  safeguarding o f  prayer in  congregation .

T his is due  to  th e  fact th a t th e  en terin g  o f  Salaat tim e is a co n d itio n  
for Salaat. As for prayer in  congregation , it is obligatory. A n d  it is 
well know n th a t its ob ligation  is rem oved by lack o f  ability. 6 So 
th ere  is n o  sin u p o n  th em  in leaving the  congregational prayer as 
they are forced to  re tu rn  back to  th e ir  c e lls .7

h M eaning th a t if one  is n o t capable o f  perfo rm ing  an  act th en  th a t act, in tu rn , is 
n o  longer obligatory up o n  him . - T aah ir Ibn  W yatt

7 A dd itona l Benefit: As far as com bin ing  prayers for the purpose o f  seeking 
know ledge, the Shaykh said th a t know ledge and  the seeking o f  it has been presen t 
since the tim e o f  th e  P rophet ^  and  it is n o t know n th a t any scholar has 
perm itted  th e  com bin ing  o f  Salaat for the  pu rpose o f  seeking know ledge. 
T herefore , this is an odd  and  rejected s ta tem en t and  is n o t to  be practiced. T he 
com bin ing  w hich is correct is th a t w hich is due  to  a legislated reason, such as an 
abnorm al hardsh ip , even if one is n o t traveling and  th is is the m eaning  o f  the 
Hadeeth o f  Ibn ‘Abbaas A -  A nd  A llaah Knows Best. T hese were b o th  answ ered 
Sunday 6 ,h o f  Shawaal 1 4 2 4 / Nov. 30th, 2003. -  T aah ir Ibn  W yatt
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Q lO) If  w hile I am  praying, th e  cell d o o r opens for an

in stitu tio n a l m ovem en t (e.g. m ess, recrea tio n  etc...) an d  I w an t to  
m ake th is m ovem en t because th is  will be my only  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
leave, is it perm issib le for m e to  stop  praying? C an  I m ake the  
m ovem en t and  offer th e  prayer later?

A
j l j l -10) Shaykh M u h am m ad  b in  H aadee answ ered: It is n o t

perm issib le to  stop praying u n d e r  these circum stances. T h e re  is no  
difference betw een an obligatory prayer an d  a vo lun tary  prayer in 
th is s itu a tio n  (i.e. it is n o t perm issib le to  stop  e ith e r one). If one  
know s w h en  th e  d o o r is going to  o p en  fo r ‘m o v em en t’ an d  it is at 
th e  b eg inn ing  o f  a prayer tim e, th e n  it is perm issib le for h im  to 
delay his prayer as long as he  prays th e  prayer before its tim e expires. 
A n d  A llaah know s best.

^ ^ ^ - 1 1 )  I am  locked in  th e  cell w ith  an o th e r M uslim  and

th ere  is n o t en o u g h  ro o m  for us to  pray side-by-side. C a n  we th en  
pray w ith  o n e  o f  us in  fro n t o f  th e  o ther?

A
j l \ . 4 1 )  Shaykh Saalih  as-Suhaym ee re sp o n d ed : It is

perm issib le for th em  to  pray o n e  in  fro n t o f  th e  o th er. T h is is due  
to  th e  necessity o f  th e ir s itua tion .
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^ ^ ^ - 1 2 )  I am  locked in  a cell w ith  a non-M uslim  an d  he has

pictures displayed a ro u n d  th e  cell. I have asked perm ission  to  cover 
them , b u t because o f  th e  frequency o f  th e  prayer, som etim es he 
becom es very re lu c tan t to  allow m e to  cover them . H ow ever, I m ust 
pray a coup le  o f  my com pulsory  prayers in th e  cell. A re my prayers 
affected? W ill A llaah accept my prayers?

A
. X j l -12) Shaykh Sulaym an ar-Ruhaylee said: T his does n o t

affect his Salaat (prayer) a t all, as he is n o t in  co n tro l o f th a t 
s itua tion . T h e  b ro th e r  sh o u ld  pray an d  th ere  is n o  sin  u p o n  him .

^ ^ ^ - 1 3 )  T h ere  are som e b ro th ers  saying th a t they d o  n o t have

to  m ake Salaah (prayers) in  th e  p riso n  because they are like slaves. 
In  m any cases they are extrem e Hanafees. T hey  use as a p ro o f 
Im aam  A boo  H aneefah  an d  the  Hanafee Madhhab th a t  they do  n o t 
have to  perfo rm  prayers o r  Jum u’ah (the obligatory Friday 
congregational prayer) because they are like slaves; and  since they 
are slaves they do  n o t have to  m ake Salaah (obligatory prayers). 
W h a t is th e ir case?

A■X A.-13) Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree answ ered: First, we shou ld

convey th e  Salaams to  th em  an d  tell th em  th is is inco rrect an d  th is is 
a lie o n  Im aam  A boo  H aneefah  an d  th a t the  o p in io n  o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa 
(scholars) is even if a perso n  was cha ined , the  person  w ho is cha ined  
still has to  m ake Salaah (prayers) an d  he indicates (his m ovem ents in

20



Is la a m ic  R u lin g s  fo r  In c a rc e ra te d  M u s lim s : V o lu m e  O n e

prayer) w ith  his head . As we know  from  th e  P ro p h et, M- Even if he 
is in  a place w here th e re  are im puritie s  he  still has to  m ake the  
Salaah. So we sh o u ld  in fo rm  those  b ro th e rs  th a t  they  have to  m ake 
the  Salaah. T h is  is a s ta tem en t o f  d isbelief an d  they  sh o u ld  rep en t 
from  th a t an d  if they do , th en  praise be to  A llaah , we are from  th em  
and  they are from  us. B ut if they d o  n o t th e n  th is is kufr (disbelief) 
and  they are w orse th an  th e  C h ris tian s  (i.e. they  have aposta ted) and  
send th e  Salaams to  them . N o body  said th e  slave has th e  freedom  to 
choose w h e th e r he w ants to  pray o r w h e th e r he does n o t w an t to 
pray. T h e  only  th in g  th a t th e  peop le  o f  know ledge have said is th a t 
it n o t Waajib  (obligatory) u p o n  h im  to  pray in  congregation .

C ^ - 1 4 )  W ith  regards to  th e  Salatul-Istikhaarah I am  confused .

D o you m ake th e  Salatul-Istikhaarah befo re you have m ade your 
decision  o r after you have m ade your decision?

AJ .  Y '1 4 )  Shaykh W asee ’u llaah  ah A b b aas resp o n d ed : T h e  first

th in g  is th a t al-Istikhaarah is so m eth in g  th a t an  ind iv idual prays 
w hen  th ere  is an  affair th a t  is w orrying h im  o r an  affair th a t  is 
im p o rtan t to  h im . T h is relates to  any affair from  th e  perm issib le 
actions as it relates to  obed ience to  A llaah. T h e n  th e  only  tim e th a t 
you m ake al-Istikhaarah as it relates to  acts o f  obed ience is regard ing  
w hat you m ay have co n fu sio n  abou t, like ‘S h o u ld  I go perfo rm  
‘Umrah now  o r shou ld  I w ait u n til a little  b it later?’ O r  if th ere  is 
so m eth in g  th a t he  has to  decide betw een  like, ‘S h o u ld  I go to  
p erfo rm  ‘Umrah o r  sh o u ld  I go to  visit my p aren ts?’ Even th o u g h  
these are affairs o f  obed ience, th e  reason  th a t  you are m aking  al- 
Istikhaarah is n o t ab o u t th e  act obed ience itself, b u t it is ab o u t w hat
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you sh o u ld  p u t first an d  w hat you sh o u ld  p u t last, an d  so fo rth  and  
so fo rth .

So, as soon  as you begin to  th in k  ab o u t it, o r  you w orry ab o u t it, o r 
it is im p o rtan t to  you, th e n  at th a t  p o in t you begin  to  pray al- 
Istikhaarah. As for th e  D u ’aa (the act o f supp lica tion) th e n  it is 
ap p a ren t o r  very clear th a t you m ake it after you fin ish  th e  prayer 
itself. T h a t is, after th e  Tasleem (the final sa lu ta tions to  com plete  
th e  prayer), an d  th a t is due  to  the  s ta tem en t in  th e  Hadeeth w here 
th e  P ro p h e t ^  m en tio n s, ‘Praying two R ak’ah th en  let h im  say...’ 8 
m ean ing  th a t D u’aa (for al-Istikhaarah).

0 ^ ' 1 5 )  T h e  person  misses the  Salaah (prayer) because o f  his

being  at w ork o r because o f  his being  in  a place th a t it is d ifficult 
fo r h im  to pray. C an  they m ake it up  later? If so, how  long do  they 
have, and  can they in ten tiona lly  leave o ff the  superagatory  prayer 
u n til la ter th a t day w hen  he is hom e?

A
j L j l -15) Shaykh ‘A lee at-Tuwayjaree responded : From  the

persons u n d ers tan d in g  o f  his relig ion is th a t he does n o t leave o ff 
so m eth in g  th a t is obligatory in  o rd e r to  perfo rm  som eth in g  th a t is 
vo lun tary  o r op tional. In  this case, if th e  person  does n o t have the  
ability to  com bine betw een do ing  th a t w hich  is o p tio n a l and  th a t 
w hich  is obligatory u p o n  h im , th en  he pu ts th a t w hich  is obligatory 
u p o n  h im  first an d  he  does that. Even th o u g h  I th in k  th a t if he was 
to  try to  pray th e  o p tio n a l prayer an d  ligh ten  it o r  sh o rten  it - n o t 
m ean ing  th a t you sh o rten  it from  two to  one, m ean ing  th a t you 
m ake it sh o rte r it in term s o f  w hat you read - I believe th a t he  could

8 C ollected  by al-Bukhaaree (Saheeh al-Bukhaaree, vol.8, p p .259-60, no. 391), Aboo 
Daawood., an-Nisaa’ee, at-Tirmidhee, Ibn Maajah and  Ahmad.
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fit it all in. H ow ever, if he is n o t able to  th e n  he can  pray those 
volun tary  prayers th a t relate to  th e  Dhur Prayer. M eaning, th e  four 
(R ak’ah) before an d  th e  fou r (R ak’ah) after.

H e can perfo rm  these (superagatory) prayers all the  way up  u n til the  
tim e o f  ‘Air. T h e  m ajority  o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa (scholars) m ake Qiyyaas 
(analytical d ed u c tio n ) as it relates to  Salatul-Witr in th a t w hoever has 
a p o rtio n  th a t he prays at n ig h t an d  he sleeps o n  it - m eaning , th a t 
he does n o t get up  at th a t n ig h t an d  pray it -  th en  he  can  pray it in 
th e  m o rn in g  w hen  he wakes up. A lso, he  adds a R ak’ah (u n it o f 
prayer) to  it because it is an  o d d  n u m b er prayer, th en  it will be as if 
he  has prayed th e  Witr. So he  is m aking  it up  (the W itr prayer in the  
evening, even th o u g h  he is p e rfo rm ing  it in  th e  m orn ing). Likewise 
the  m ajority  o f  the  ‘Ulamaa say th a t you can  m ake up  th e  vo lun tary  
prayers an d  A llaah know s best.

( ^ - 1 6 )  T h e  q u estio n  is a b o u t Salatul-Fajr, som etim es we pray

ten , fifteen, and  som etim es tw enty m in u tes  after th e  Adhaan. So 
w hat is th e  best tim e to  pray?

A
j l \ . - 16) Shaykh W asee-u llaah  ‘A bbaas responded : T h e

Adhaan fo r Salaatul-Fajr sh o u ld  be m ade in  th e  b eg inn ing  o f  its very 
earliest tim e. As for the  Iqaamah being ten  m inu tes, fifteen m inu tes 
o r tw enty m inu tes, th en  they sh o u ld  look  at th e  situation . T hey 
sh o u ld  look at th e  tim e th a t is need ed  to  m ake W udhoo’ an d  the  
tim e th a t is needed  for som eone  to  m ake a Ghusl (take a bath ), or 
(the tim e) one may need  to  use the  b a th ro o m . So, they sh o u ld  look 
at th e  m ost ap p ro p ria te  an d  general tim e so they can pray in the  
beg inn ing  o f  th e  tim e, b u t also so th a t they can pray to g eth er in
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congregation. They sh o u ld  look  at th e  affair an d  com e to  an  
ag reem ent ab o u t th e  m ost ap p ro p ria te  tim e.

C ^ - 1 7 )  W h a t is the  ru ling  o n  w earing tig h t pan ts w hile calling 

th e  Adhaan?

Ai l - 1 7 )  Shaykh A h m ad  Baazm ool responded : T h is type o f

person  described, w hose pan ts  are tig h t is a Faasiq (rebellious o p en  
s in n er o r w rong 'doer) an d  needs to  be tau g h t an d  show n th e  ru ling  
o n  this. T h is  is so m eth in g  th a t  th e  ‘Ulamaa have said is detested . It 
is a very disliked affair. Som e o f  th e  scholars say th a t if he w ould  
pray in  th a t co n d itio n  th a t his Salaah (prayer) w ould  n o t be 
accepted. If th e  person  persists in this, th en  th e  best th in g  to  do  is 
to  select som eone else to  call th e  Adhaan.

( ^ ^ 4 8 )  W h e n  praying Qiyyamul-Lxiyl (the n igh t prayer) in 

un its  o f two, m ust one  repeat th e  o p en in g  supp lica tion  each time?

AJL A .-1 8 ) Shaykh W asee’-ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : Yes! You

m ust repeat th e  o p en in g  supp lication  each tim e based u p o n  th e  fact 
th a t the  P ro p h e t M said th a t Qiyyamul-Layl is two ra k ’aat an d  two 
rak’aat and  like this. T hese two ra k ’aat com pose o f Takbeer-Tahreem 
(Allaahu Akhbar), D naa’ Istiftah (the o p en in g  supplication), the  
rec ita tion  o f  al-Faatihah an d  a Soorah. All o f  th a t you sh o u ld  do  each 
tim e you begin  a two R ak’ah prayer.
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^ ^ ^ - 1 9 )  Is it perm issib le to  recite d iffe ren t verses from  d iffe ren t

Soorahs w hile offering  th e  sam e u n it  o f  prayer? For exam ple, I am  
praying ‘Eeshaa and  I choose to  recite ten  verses from  Sooratul- 
Baqarah and  an o th e r ten  from  Sooratun-Nisaa’, th e n  in  th e  second 
R ak’ah, I d id  th e  sam e th in g  w ith  d iffe ren t Soorahs.

A
j L J L - 19) Shaykh K haalid  ar-R addaadee responded : T h is it n o t

perm issible, th is m an n e r o f  reciting  like this. It is in o p p o sitio n  to  
th e  gu idance o f th e  P ro p h e t M in  th e  way th a t he  w ould  recite. So 
in  th a t respect, it is an  inn o v atio n . It is so m eth in g  th a t will n o t be 
accepted based u p o n  th e  Hadeeth th a t  is fo u n d  in  B ukhaaree and  
M uslim  o n  au th o rity  o f  A a ’isha is&,

22 ✓ x * 7 ®  ̂  ̂ '  x'  ° f . o & o s

“The one who innovates in this m atter that which is not from it, it
is rejected. ” 9

T h e  scholars differ as to  th e  perm issibility  o f  a person  n o t reciting  
from  th e  beg inn ing  o f  a Soorah o r  from  the  en d  o f  a Soorah; b u t  from  
th e  en d  o f  a Soorah and  th e n  follow ing th a t in  th e  nex t R ak’ah w ith  
reciting  from  th e  m idd le o f  an o th e r  Soorah. So  if they differ as to

g Aboo Daawood (893) ad-Daraqutnee (132) Haakim  (1 /2 1 6 ,2 7 4 ) al-Bayhaqee in 
Kubraa 2 /8 9 . Im aam  al-Bayhaqee grades the Isnaad as being D ha’eef. H e said, 
“Yahyah ibn A bee Sulaym an al-M adanee is the only one  w ho narra ted  this 
H adeeth . Im aam  Al-Bukhaaree graded this n a rra to r as being (M unkar H adeeth) 
how ever the  H adeeth  is Saheeh by o th e r n arra tions th a t share th e  sam e m eaning  
as Shaykh A l-albaanee S tated in Iruaa al-Ghalil 2 /261
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th e  perm issibility  o f it - even th o u g h  it is perm issib le - th e n  w ha t 
ab o u t th e  o n e  w ho is do ing  this? I have never never h ea rd  o f  
any th ing  like this, it is defin itely  an  innovation .

A dditionally , if it is such th a t the  Imcams o f  th e  Q iraa’a (reciters o f  
Q u r ’aan) have a dislike for an  ind iv idual to  recite - fo r instance, al- 
Faatihah w ith  rec ita tion  o f  Warsh and  to  follow  it up  w ith  Sooratul- 
Ikhlaas w ith  th e  rec ita tion  o f  Hafs, saying it is im perm issib le , w hat 
ab o u t som eone do ing  th is type o f  th in g  o f  follow ing these Ayaat one  
after an o th e r in th e  way th a t has been  m en tio n ed  in  th e  question? 
It is m ore ap p ro p ria te  th a t th is is perhaps som eth in g  th a t is 
fo rb id d en  first.

^ ^ ^ - 2 0 )  S om eone com es to  prayer w hile th e  Im aam  is in the

Rukoo’ position , d id  he catch the  R ak’ah ? Som e o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa say 
yes b u t we read in Fataawaa Islaamiyyah it says no . T hey  say the 
Hadeeth has th ree  o r fou r possible m eanings and  you c a n n o t 
a ttrib u te  o n e  m ean ing  to  it. So the  q u estio n  is: if one  does n o t 
catch the  R ak’ah w hat does he do? For exam ple, if one jo ins the  
Salaah righ t before the  Imaam  bows to  Rukoo’ b u t he does n o t have a 
chance to  recite al-Faatihah does he catch th e  Rukoo’7.

AJL j L'20) Shaykh K haalid ar-R addaadee responded : T h ere  is a

great d ifference am ongst the  scholars regarding this issue, they differ 
in two groups:

•  T h e  first g roup  says th a t if you catch  the  Rukoo’ (bowing) 
th en  you have in fact caught the  R ak’ah and  they have 
evidences. A m ongst th e  evidences is th e  Fladeeth o f  A bee
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B akrah and  n arra tio n s th a t are in  Ib n  H ibaan  an d  Bayhaqee, 
w hich  says:

“If you catch the Imaam in Sajdah (prostration), then do not
consider it anything (meaning you did not cath the R ak’ah), but if

you catch the Rukoo’ then know that you have caught the R ak’a h .”
10

So, th is is th e ir  view.

•  T h e  o th e r g roup  o f  scholars, like Im aam  B ukhaaree, say th a t 
you have to  catch  al-Faatihah an d  th a t he w ho does n o t catch 
al-Faatihah has n o t caugh t th e  R ak’ah.

T h e  correc t o p in io n  is th e  first o n e  o f  w hich  th e  vast m ajority  o f  the  
scholars are u p o n , the  likes o f  Ib n  Taym iyyah an d  o th ers. A lso, do  
n o t abide by all o f  the  transla tions, d ep en d in g  u p o n  th em  
im m ediately, w ith o u t tak ing  th em  back an d  checking  them . In 
particu lar, it is im p o rtan t to  know  th e  transla to r. Is he som eone 
w ho has been  p resen ted  by th e  scholars, o r goes to  th e  scholars an d  
goes to  th e ir sta tem en ts an d  is dependable? Som e may gather 
betw een tru th  an d  fa lsehood an d  you d o  n o t know  any th ing  ab o u t 
them . So you have to  be very careful regarding th e  issue o f 
transla tions. So this tran sla tio n  has its p rincip les an d  an  ind iv idual 
m ust be ab id ing  by those principles.

10 al-Bayhaqee in Kubraa [2 /89]. Im aam  al-Bayhaqee graded it as being D h a ’eef. He 
said “Yahyah ibn A bee Sulaym an al-M adanee is th e  only one  w ho n arra ted  this 
H ad ee th .” Im aam  A1 -Bukhaaree graded th is n a rra to r as being M unkar Hadeeth
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Principally, it m ust be a m atte r o f  th e  in te n t o f  the  legislation, an  
u n d ers tan d in g  o f  it, and  an  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  w hat the  scholars w ere 
saying, th is is a very im p o rtan t p o in t. So if we find  th a t m any 
individuals m ake m istakes regarding transla ting  the  w ords of A llaah 
w hile they may have no  know ledge o f  th e  language, th e n  w ha t ab o u t 
o n e  w ho translates th e  w ords o f  th e  scholars and  th e ir  s ta tem en ts 
and  th e ir juristic rulings and  th e ir Fataawa? You c a n n o t ju st take 
from  any perso n  w hatsoever. T h is  is a m atte r o f  Deen, so o n e  has to  
be very careful and  o n e  has to  verify. T h ere  is an  Ayaah  in S ooratul- 
Hujjaraat th a t says,

4̂ id) U-L) La L a I j  — -|̂ > 1 Ql

“If a rebellious evil person comes to you with a news, verify
it.”

(Sooratu l-H ujuraat (49) :6]

T h ere  is an o th e r verse th a t  says to  verify ." So th is is a very 
im p o rtan t regarding the  issue o f  tran sla tio n .

Q-21) A M uslim  cam e to  Salaatul-’Asr in tox icated  and

was to ld  n o t to  pray now  b u t pray later w hen  you are sober. W as 
th is correct?

11 E d ito r’s N ote: Perhaps th e  Shaykh is referring to  the  verse,

at *i 'jp«. * ‘ j i  ^L_... . * "• Ial I, .. ■ 1 at

“O  Y ou w ho  believe! W h e n  you  go (to fight) in  th e  C ause of A llaah, 
verify (the  tru th ) .”
(SooratuivNisaa’ (4): 94)

A nd A llaah know s best.
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A
11-21) Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee responded : It is well

k now n  th a t the  prayer is n o t accepted  if th e  person  loses the  
ability o f  consciousness d u e  to  th e  use o f  in tox icants, w ines o r from  
w hat is sim ilar. If a person  is u n d e r  th e  in fluence o f  in tox ican ts he 
sh o u ld  be p reven ted  from  praying w hile in  th a t  state as A llaah 
said:

J k x j l j  O jlyoJl \j J j 2 l i  *)1 O i i l l  ^

,  * *' - • t ' , '
# j JLj L» Ij-klau

“O you who believe! Approach not as-Salaah when you are 
in a drunken state until you know of what you utter,”

ISooratun-N isaa (4):43)

T his is because a person  u n d e r  th e  in fluence o f  in tox ican ts does 
n o t know  w hat he is saying an d  he may say so m eth in g  th a t is 
n o t from  th e  Salaah. B ut th e  first th in g  th a t you sh o u ld  do  is 
advise th is person  th a t they have to  re p en t to  A llaah from  this 
g reat sin. T h is  is d u e  to  it being  a m ajor sin and  it is th e  m o th er 
o f  all evil and  presents a great d anger to  the  Deen. T h e re  are a lo t 
o f  ac tions o f  d isobed ience, an d  you find  in tox ican ts lead to  them . 
Even in  th is instance, it lead h im  to  w aste his prayer. H ence, advise 
h im  to  tu rn  to  A llaah and  leave o ff these th ings and  if th e  Salaah 
com es an d  th is perso n  can  use any o th e r m eans to  alleviate the  
affects o f  th e  in tox ication  an d  m ake th em  go away, he can pray. If 
he is u n ab le  th e n  he has to  w ait u n til th e  in to x ican t wears o ff 
because it takes away his consciousness. So th e  person  sh o u ld  n o t 
pray in  th is case u n til he know s w hat he is do ing . Likewise, 
in tox ican ts b reak  th e  W udhoo’ (rem oval o f  m in o r im purities) so
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w hen  a person  regains his consciousness he has to  rep ea t th e  
W udhoo’ as well. A n d  if th ere  is som e w ine o r th e  like o f  th is o n  his 
clo thes o r  his body he  has to  w ash it because it is naajis 
(filth) and  th is show s th e  dangers o f  Khamr (in toxicants). May A llaah 
safeguard us from  them .

^ ^ ^ - 2 2 )  W h a t is th e  status o f  an  ind iv idual w ho claim s

Islaam  b u t does n o t offer Salaah, leaves o ff th e  Sunnah, and  
associates w ith  th e  Kuffar (disbelievers). Is th is person  regarded as a 
M uslim  after he has been  advised and  he  co n tin u es  in th is way. D o 
we give h im  his rights?

AJL A .-2 2 )  Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee responded : Leaving o ff

th e  Salaah is from  th e  greatest o f  sins. From  th e  correct o p in io n  o f  
th e  people o f  know ledge is th a t th e  o n e  w ho  leaves o ff th e  Salaah 
an d  does n o t pray is a disbeliever and  he has left th e  fo ld  o f  Islaam . 
T herefo re  you shou ld  u n d e rs tan d  th a t they p u t them selves in  great 
danger. T h e  o th e r o p in io n  is th a t  it is con sid erd  from  am ongst th e  
m ajor sins. R ather, from  th e  view o f  D a’wah an d  calling to  A llaah, 
we sh o u ld  keep in m in d  to  call these people to  m ake Tawbah  to  
A llaah an d  com e back an d  pray, especially in  those societies and  
co m m unities w here th e  M uslim s are m inorities  an d  live am ongst 
th e  disbelievers. W e have to  constan tly  call th em  to  A llaah.

As for M uslim s m ixing w ith  disbelievers, if th e re  is a b en e fit an d  th e  
M uslim  is able to  preserve his religion, we do  n o t see any th ing  
w rong  w ith  th a t. W h a t is inco rrec t in  th is s itu a tio n  is w hen  the  
M uslim  mixes w ith  th e  disbelievers because he  likes th em , w ants to
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accom pany th em  w hile neglecting his religious obligations. W h a t is 
in cu m b en t u p o n  us is to  give sincere advice. W e do  n o t leave h im  
o ff - especially in  those  places w here th e  M uslim s are m inorities  -  
due  to  th e  possibility they m ay leave th e  relig ion altogether and  
becom e an apostate . W e have to  use gentleness an d  k indness w hile 
calling th e  people to  A llaah. W e are co m m an d ed  to  give D a’wah to  
th e  disbelievers, so w hat ab o u t these people w ho are M uslim  b u t 
lazy? T h erefo re  be k in d  an d  gentle tow ards th em  an d  give th em  
sincere advice. You shou ld  n o t look  at those people w ho  are gentle 
an d  k in d  to  th e  lazy M uslim  w ith  harshness. G ive th em  sincere 
advice and  do  n o t trea t th em  as if they  have M anhaj issues. So we 
have to  use gentleness and  k indness w hile calling th e  people.

W e are co m m an d ed  to  give D a’wah to  the  nonbelievers 
so w ha t ab o u t these peop le  w ho are M uslim  b u t they  are just 
laxidasical? Be k in d  an d  gentle tow ards th em  an d  give them  
sincere advice. You sh o u ld  n o t look  at these peop le  w ho are 
k in d  an d  gentle to  th e  sin n in g  M uslim  like they have som e 
M anhaj (m ethodology) problem s. R ather, they  are ju st giving th em  
D a’wah  an d  n o t agreeing w ith  w ha t they say an d  w hat they do. 
Praise be to  A llaah, they are still M uslim . T hey  are negligent and  
weak in  these m om ents, so try an d  he lp  th em  o u t inshaa A llaah .

^ ^ ^ - 2 3 )  If o n e  has ab o n d o n e d  Islaam  entire ly  an d  th en

wishes to  re tu rn , does he resta te  th e  Shahaadatayn (two dec la rartio n  
o f  fa ith  in  Islaam ) in  fro n t o f  th e  Jam aa’ah (congregation  o f  
M uslim s) o r is it sufficien t th a t  he ju st m ake sincere repentance? 
W h a t is correct regard ing  this?
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AJL X.-23) Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee responded : In  th is case

it is a m ust for th e  person  to  u tte r  the  Shahaadatayn (two 
declarations o f  faith) as in  the  case o f  aposta ting  (exiting the  
relig ion o f  Islaam). T h e  Islaam  to  Kufr (non-belief) is k now n  
th a t th e  Kaafir (disbeliever) w ants to  becom e a M uslim  he has to  
u tte r  th e  Shahaadatayn and  he takes a Ghusl (ritual b ath ) an d  he 
shou ld  preserve his religion. It is n o t a co n d itio n  th a t a person  
m ake Tawbah (repen tance) in fro n t o f  a gathering  o f  people. It is 
reco m m en d ed  th a t it be d o n e  in fro n t o f  th e  people o f  know ledge 
so th a t they can advise, assist and  aid h im .

0 ^ - 2 4 )  W h at is said abou t the M uslim  w ho prays som etim es only?

My son displays appalling behavior such as such as com pulsive lying, 
stealing, harm ing his siblings and  trying to  harm  b o th  his parents. Is it 
perm issible to  seek m ental care and trea tm en t from  the Kuffar (disbeliever) 
especially if there is a family history o f m ental Illness?

A-ZTj L-24) Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee responded : Yes! in the

case th a t he is sick it is okay to  take h im  to  seek the  cure even 
from  the  Kuffar (disbelievers) because th is is ju s t co n cern in g  seeking 
th e  cure for th a t  illness. B ut the  m o th er, w hile do ing  this, has to  
tu rn  to  A llaah and  m ake D u’aa (supplication) th a t A llaah cure her 
son. She has to  practice th e  Ruqyah (cu re /rem edy) and  m ake 
D u’aa constan tly  because the  supp lica tion  o f  th e  m o th e r for her
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son  is accepted  an d  answ ered. A lso, she has to  constan tly  m ake 
th e  Ruqyah because som e people as you know  are to u ch ed  by the  
J in n  and  like this. If this ch ild  is o f  age an d  you know  how  to  recite 
th e  Q u r ’aan, teach  h im  an d  gu ide h im  to  recite from  th e  Q u r ’aan  
A yaatul K ursi (Q u r’aan: 2:255), S o o rah  Falaq an d  S oorah  N aas, and  
to  be co n sis ten t w ith  supp lications in  th e  m o rn in g  and  the  evening.
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C h a p t e r  5 

Questions related to the Beard

^ ^ - 2 5 )  Is it perm issib le for you to  trim  your beard?

A■X A .-25) Shaykh ‘A lee at-Tuw ayjaree responded : It is n o t

perm issib le to  take any th ing  (away) from  th e  beard . N o t to  trim  it, 
n o r to  shave it, an d  th a t is because th e  P ro p h e t said...

IJjipl

“Leave the beard” 12

IjjiJli-

“Be different than the People of the Book” 13 

I

“Be different than the Majoos (Magians).” 14

T h e  Shaykh co n tin u ed : In th is s ta tem en t th e  P ro p h e t M,
em phasized it by his ow n actions, m ean ing  he M  never d id  any th ing

12 an-Nasaa’ee (5226) At-Tirmidhee (2763), A hm ad  (1 /1 6 ) A boo ‘A w anah (1 /1 8 8 ) 
H adeeth  Saheeh by A boo ‘A w anah and  Al-Albaanee
11 al-Bayhaqee in Sha’b Eemaan (6405) Ibn H ajr said this H adeeth  is hasan in Fathul 
Baaree (1 0 /3 5 4 )
14 M uslim  (55) A hm ed  (2 /3 6 5 ) A t-Tahawee In Sharhul M a’anee Athar ( 4 /2 3 0 )
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to his beard . Likewise, w ere th e  actions o f  th e  co m p an io n s o f  the  
P ro p h e t after h im , even th o u g h  th ere  is a n a rra tio n  in  Saheeh a l  
Bukhaaree, O n  th e  au th o rity  o f  Ibn  ‘U m ar

“If he wanted to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah before doing so, he would 
cut from his beard that which was longer than a fist f u l l” 15

H ow ever, th is is so m eth in g  th a t  is considered  to  be an  Ijtihaad 
( in d ep e n d en t judgm en t) from  Ibn  ‘U m ar, an d  it is n o t w ith  th a t 
w hich  has been  n arra ted  o n  th e  P ro p h e t M-

T h e  q u estio n er asked, D id he (Ibn  ‘U m ar) m ean  th e  lin ing  o f  the  
beard , tak ing  o ff the  h a ir o n  your cheek, o r  p u ttin g  a line o n  your 
beard?

T h e Shaykh responded : If  th e  h an d  becom es courageous enough , 
and  brave en o u g h  to  m ake it to  th a t p o in t, it is usually going to  go a 
little b it fu rth er. I personally  know  som e b ro th ers  th a t s tarted  w ith  
th is p o in t (ind ica ting  a place low o n  th e  face) dow n here  an d  th e n  it 
m ade it up  here  som ehow  (ind ica ting  they cu t th e ir  beards to  a place 
m uch  higher). So leave it (the beard) alone. H ow ever, th e  ‘Ulamaa 
had  m en tio n ed  th a t the  beard  is from  th e  cheek-bone up  u n til righ t 
below  your eyes, any th ing  th a t  is in  th is area, th en  it is harm fu l 
again (ind ica ting  a place o n  th e  face w here it is im perm issib le to 
cut).

Bukhaaree (5442) Al-Baghawee (3194)
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C h a p t e r  6

Questions related to Isbaal (Dragging the 
Garments)

0 ^ - 2 6 )  W h a t is th e  Islaam ic ru ling  w ith  regards to  leng th  o f

ones Qamees (shirt) as it relates to  th e  issue o f  Isbaal (dragging the  
garm ent)?

AJL \ . '2 6 )  Shaykh M uham m ad ibn H aadee al-M adkhalee responded:

Isbaal as th e  b ro th e r has m en tio n ed , relates to  th e  leng th  o f  your 
Thawb o r  Qamees an d  we all know  w hat a Qamees is from  th e  classes 
(th a t were tau g h t d u rin g  ‘Umrah). As th e  evidence for th a t  is w hat 
th e  P ro p h e t M  m en tio n ed  w hen  he said,

16 Ahmed  ( 2 /  410) ibn Maajah (3573) graded S aheeh  by A hm ed  Shaakir and  al-

“That which is below the ankles is in the Hellfire. ” 16

For th a t reason  in  an o th e r Hadeeth th e  P ro p h e t % said,

A lbaanee
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There are three that Allaah will not speak to on the Day o f Judgment, 
nor will He look at them, nor will He purify them and for them there is 

a great punishment. 17

H e m en tio n ed  from  am ongst th em  is th e  o n e  w ho  is Musbil (th a t 
he  has his Thawb dragging o u t o f  pride). T h e re  com es in  a th ird  
Hadeeth w here th e  P ro p h e t M m en tio n ed  a m an  w alking o n  the  
ea rth  w ith  p ride  an d  th a t A llaah caused th e  ea rth  to  swallow h im  up  
and  he will keep sink ing  in to  th e  ea rth  u n til th e  Day o f  Ju d g m e n t.18 
A n d  in a fo u rth  H ad ee th  th e  P ro p h e t M  m en tio n ed  th e  p u n ish m en t 
o f  th e  o n e  w ho m akes his Thawb d rag  o u t o f  pride. F rom  these 
Ahaadeeth we gain tw o rulings:

•  T h e  first o n e  is the  o n e  w ho  drags his Thawb  w ith o u t having 
any p ride. T h a t is th a t he  has his Thawb  below  his ankles 
b u t it is n o t accom panied  w ith  p rid e  o r arrogance. So, as it 
relates to  th is  ind iv idual th en  th e  Hadeeth w hich  applies to  
h im  is th e  Hadeeth,

"That which is below the ankles is in the Hellfire."

•  As for th e  second ru lin g  th a t we get, th e n  it relates to  the 
o n e  w ho does th is ac tion  (lowers his Thawb below  his ankles) 
and  it is accom panied  w ith  p ride , arrogance, an d  these types 
o f  characteristics. T h is  ind iv idual, his p u n ish m e n t is th a t

17 Muslim (106), Aboo Dawood (4087) Ibn Maajah  (2870) At-Tirmidhee (1595) An- 
Nasaa’ee (4462)
ls Saheeh Muslim: O n  th e  au tho rity  o f  A boo H urayrah  th a t A llaah’s M essenger M 
said th a t there  was a person  w ho used to  walk w ith  pride because o f  his th ick  hair 
and  fine m antles (a loose sleeveless cloak o r  cape). H e was m ade to  sink in the 
earth  and  he will go o n  sinking in th e  earth  un til th e  Last H o u r comes.
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A llaah does n o t look at h im , n o r does H e talk to  h im , n o r 
does H e purify h im  and  for h im  it is a pain fu l to rm en t.

T h e n  th e  first one  is the  one  w ho does it w ith o u t having p ride and  
w ith o u t arrogance so for h im  is th e  fire. T h e  second o n e  is the  one  
w ho does it and  he  does have arrogance, this o n e  has the  
p u n ish m en t th a t A llaah will n o t look  at h im , n o r talk  to  h im , n o r 
purify h im  and  for h im  it is a pain fu l to rm en t. W h a t these Hadeeth 
d em o n stra te  is w hat is k now n  as Isbaal as it relates to  the  b o tto m  
p art o f  your g arm en t and  th e  length  o f  it.

As for th a t w hich  is from  the  sleeve itself, th e n  th is is n o t som eth ing  
th a t is called Isbaal. As for th e  sleeve o f  the  P ro p h e t ^g, th e n  it 
reached  to  th e  w rist b o n e  and  it is th e  two bones th a t you can feel 
a t the  jo in t in th e  end  o f  your palm  w here it connects  to  your h an d . 
T h ere  are som e o th e r Ahaadeeth an d  n o n e  o f  these Ahaadeetli are 
free o f  having som e weaknesses in  th e ir n a rra tio n s even th o u g h  
som e o f  the  ‘Ulamaa (scholars) considered  these Ahaadeeth to  be 
w hat is know n as Hassan li-ghayrihee, o r w hen  you p u t th em  together 
it reaches th e  level o f  being a proof.

In these Ahaadeeth it m en tio n s th a t th e  sleeve w ould  go past his 
wrist. So, as it relates to  w ha t we have just m en tio n ed  th a t the  
Faqeeh is som bedy w ho specializes in Fiqh, som eone w ho specializes 
in gram m ar, and  all o th e r sciences o f  the  language. H e is the  Shaykh 
o f  Shaykhul-Islaam  Ibn  Taymiyyah, his nam e is A hH aafidh  Ibn 
A b d u l'Q aw ee  al-H anbalee. H e has p u t to g e th er som e poetry  as it 
relates to  th e  co n d u c t o f  th e  believer o r w hat is know n as Adab ash- 
Shariyyah (legislative conduct).

Also, th ere  is an o th e r scholar by th e  nam e o f  Safareenee w ho 
explained th is poetry  in an o th e r book  called, The Nourishment of the 
Intelligent One -  The Explanation of the Poetry of Adaab (m anners or
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conduct). It co n ta in s  all o f  th e  P rophetic  co n d u c t. M ore th a n  one  
th o u san d  lines o f  poetry  o r stanzas:

“In this one, to the wrist of M ustafaa M 
That is where the Prophet’s sleeve stopped.

So if it goes past that, it goes to the end of the fingers. 
A nd that it is permissible to go to the end of the fingers. 

A nd if it is in the wintertime, this is good."

^ ^ - 2 7 )  W ith  regards to  w earing th e  pan ts  below  th e  ankle;

w hen we see som eone  in  th is co n d itio n , sh o u ld  we rem in d  h im  
once o r everytim e we see it? A lso, is th e re  any reason  th a t w earing 
pan ts  below  th e  ankle w ould  be perm issible?

A
j L \ . - 2 7 )  Shaykh A hm ad  Bazm ool resp o n d ed : T h e  M usbil (the

on e  w ho allows th is g a rm en t to  go below  his ankle) is co m m ittin g  
one o f  th e  m ajor sins in  Islaam . T h e  P ro p h e t M has associated this 
(act) w ith  th e  H ellfire in th e  n arra tio n ,

It can be o f  tw o cases:

1. T h e  person  w ho  does it an d  is do ing  it w ith  n o  in ten tio n s  o f 
arrogance.

19 Ahmad (2 /4 1 0 ) Ibn M aajah  (3573) g raded Saheeh by A hm ad  Shaakir and  al-

“Whatever is below (the ankle) is in the Hellfire.” 19

A lbaanee
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2. T h e  o n e  w ho does it o u t o f arrogance.

T h e  second case is m ore severe. A n o th e r  Hadeeth applies to  th e  one  
w ho does it o u t o f  arrogance, it is,

“Whoever allows his garment to go below his ankle out of 
arrogance, then Allaah will not look at him on Yawmui- 

Qiyaamah." 20

T h e n  he said for b o th  cases, if d o n e  o u t o f  arrogance o r no t, th a t 
these are m ajor sins.

O u r  po sitio n  w ith  regards to  h im  is th a t we give h im  Naseehah 
(sincere advice), n o t ju s t by conveying to  h im  the  p ro p e r ru ling  and  
w hat he shou ld  be do ing , b u t in a way th a t will allow  h im  to accept 
it. W e go to  h im  privately an d  n o t in fro n t o f  o th e r people. W e 
m ight find  th a t a person  may n o t take from  us, b u t may take from  
som eone else. W e sh o u ld  go seek help  from  this person , th e  one  
w hich  this person  w ould  listen, to  go talk to  the  h im  an d  to  try to  
help  correct the  evil. If th e  person  co n tin u es  in advising h im  again 
an d  again th en  th is is fine. H e sh o u ld  ju st keep in m in d  th a t he 
sh o u ld  speak to  h im  in a good m an n er an d  m ain ta in  a good 
app ro ach  in how  it is d o n e . W ith  regards to  if th ere  is a tim e w here 
Isbaal ever becom es perm issib le, th en  two s itua tions are possible.

1. T h e  person  w ho wears the  Thawb righ t a t th e  ankle, w hich is 
perm issible, h u t m aybe he leans forw ard o r leans to  o n e  side 
an d  it h ap p en s to  fall below  the  ankle. If this is the 
fo u n d a tio n  th en  he  is n o t Musbil.

Bukhaaree (5342)
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2. A  perso n  w ho is very skinny, so his garm ents ten d  to  d rape 
dow n o r fall dow n below  his waist, w hich  was th e  case o f 
A boo  Bakr as-Siddeeq an d  it is n o t so m eth in g  in ten d ed  
by th e  person .

A boo  T asneem  D aaw ood A deeb  com m ented : Shaykh Saalih al- 
Fawzaan, said th a t if th e  people in  your area, co u n try  o r city w ear it 
above th e  ankles righ t here  (p o in tin g  to  a p a rt o f  th e  leg), th e n  do 
n o t w ear it up  here  (p o in tin g  to  a h ig h er p art o f  th e  leg), like the  
way we w ear it in  A m erica. W ear th em  how  they w ear th em . For if 
you oppose  the  people in  th e  way they  do  it, by n o t having it just 
righ t above th e  ankle, th e n  you will s ta rt to  look  strange.

Shaykh A h m ad  Bazm ool resp o n d ed : Som e o f th e  ‘Ulamaa have 
re fu ted  th is o p in io n  o r th is po sitio n . H ow  do  we u n d e rs ta n d  this 
p o sitio n  o f  Shaykh Saalih al-Fawzaan (may A llaah preserve h im ) in 
light o f  th e  Hadeeth th a t  we have,

J l  i'J j\

“That the lower garment of the believer is to the half of his calf.” 21

So can we leave th a t text an d  go w ith  th e  people o f  today? T h e  
‘Ulamaa have re fu ted  th is p o sitio n  th a t you go w ith  th e  peop le  n o t 
w earing your garm en t up  high  an d  it seem s as if Shaykh Saalih al- 
Fawzaan is looking  o u t for th e  best o f  th e  people an d  it seem s as if 
he is talk ing  ab o u t those w ho  w ear garm ents to  be p o p u la r o r to  
seek to  be d iffe ren t. If his co n d itio n  is th a t he  is ju st trying to 
practice th e  Sunnah o f  th e  P ro p h e t M  an d  is being seen as do ing  
so m eth in g  strange, th e n  he  is to  be left a lone (i.e. let h im  practice 
th e  Sunnah  an d  do  n o t b o th e r him ).

21 N asaa’ee (9630) in  Kubraa, ibn  Maajah (3573) graded Saheeh by al-Albaanee
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C h a p t e r  7

Questions related to Marriage, Divorce, 
Intercourse and Masturbation

( » ^ - 2 8 )  C an  a m an  divorce his wife by telephone?

A
JL jL-28) Shaykh Ib raaheem  ar-Ruhaylee answ ered: Yes! If a

m an, for exam ple, uses a te lep h o n e  and  he divorces his wife, 
th e  divorce takes place even if a t th a t m o m en t he was n o t ta lk ing  to  
h e r (directly in  h e r presence). Even if he is far away from  h e r and  
he d ivorced h e r o r w rote to  h e r a le tter and  sen t it, th en  th is is a 
divorce. B ut in  th a t case if she was n o t o n  the  p h o n e , he has to  let 
h er know  so she can sta rt h e r Iddah (w aiting period).

^ ^ ^ - 2 9 )  In  term s o f  a M uslim  m an  m arrying a C h ris tian

w om an, w ould  th e  Imaam  o f  th e  co m m u n ity  to  w hich  the  M uslim  
m an  belongs, act as the  Walee fo r th e  C h ris tian  w om an (i.e., w hen  
she has no  Walee)! O r  w hat is th e  procedure? C an  a M uslim  m ale 
be a Walee for a non-M uslim  w om an, o r  can she have a non-M uslim  
m ale as h e r Walee!

Also is th ere  any difference in the  p ro ced u re  w here a M uslim  m an  
m arries a M uslim  w om an, and  w here a M uslim  m an m arries a 
C h ris tian  w om an?
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A-29) Shaykh M u h am m ad  b in  H aadee answ ered: If the

C h ris tian  w om an  has n o  Walee, th e n  th e  leader o f  th e  Islaam ic 
C en te r o r  Imaam  o f  the  Masjid w ould  act as h e r Walee. T h ere  is no  
h arm  in the  M uslim  being  th e  Walee for People o f  th e  B ook (Jews 
an d  C hristians) how ever, th e  o pposite  is fo rb id d en .

T his is due  to  th e  fact th a t the  M uslim  is b e tte r th a n  th e  Kaafir, as 
A llaah says,

4  CJ5 <J^  ^  ^

“And never will Allaah grant to the disbelievers a way (to 
triumph) over the believers.”

(Sooratun-N isaa 4:1411

A n d  A llaah know s best.

^ ^ ^ - 3 0 )  It is acknow ledged an d  con firm ed  th a t m astu rb a tio n

is n o t perm issib le in  Islaam. H ow ever, th is is a ch ro n ic  endeavor in 
p rison  am ongst those  w ho do  n o t possess th e  m eans o f  o b ta in in g  a 
wife and  w hom  are sen tenced  to  tw enty, th irty , an d  forty  years. 
W h a t is th e  ru ling  for those w ho  fall in to  th is category?

A
^ T jL '3 0 )  Shaykh A h m ad  Bazm ool responded : T h e  P ro p h e t M 

said:
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J r j j d i  i i d l  ^ u l ! '  b

o £ . s o  . s  o "1 o s   ̂ „ o * s  ✓ '"I t ^  ̂ f
^j^2Jb *j  j ? r - y L U  j ,

a *' '  
fSj>r J  <d <05.19,

“O  young men, whoever is able from you to get married, then let 
him get married and that is for protecting his private parts and 

(lowering) his gaze. And whoever is not able to get married then let 
him take to fasting. ” 22

Based on  this advice from  th e  P ro p h e t M th e  first an d  fo rem ost 
th in g  th a t the  b ro th ers  in p rison  sh o u ld  do  is take to  fasting. If the  
fasting does n o t take away th e  urge to  m astu rba te  th en  he sh o u ld  eat 
only a little b it to  b reak  his fast and  do  n o t eat a lo t a t n ight. T h a t is 
because eating  a lo t o f  food is so m eth in g  th a t increases th e  desires. 
So he shou ld  keep his eating to  a m in im u m . If th a t is n o t help ing  
and  he needs to  do  m ore to  p ro tec t him self, th en  he  shou ld  stay 
away from  the  affairs th a t are fo u n d  th ere  in  th e  prison . For 
exam ple, television o r o th e r th ings th a t will possibly lead h im  to 
being  in  a s itu a tio n  w here his desires are being a d iversion  for h im . 
H e shou ld  stay away from  any ex ternal affairs th a t may d istract h im  
and  cause h im  to  th in k  ab o u t those desires th a t w ould  lead h im  to 
m astu rbate . Let h im  increase his Salaah (prayer), rec ita tion  o f  th e  
Q u r ’aan, and  read ing  in general, so th a t Shaytaan does n o t have th e  
chance to  play w ith  him . If all o f  these th ings have n o t helped  and  
there  is still th e  desire to  m astu rbate , th en  his s itu a tio n  will be o f 
fou r cases:

1. H e is a person  w ho has d o n e  all o f  these th ings b u t he will 
still fall in to  m astu rb a tio n  ju st o u t o f  desire. H e is able to

”  Muslim (1400)
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p reven t it b u t he  likes it so he does it. T h is case is clearly 
Haraam.

2. H e m asturbates because is he afraid th a t  he  may fall in to  
so m eth in g  Haraam  like hom osexuality . It is n o t som eth ing  
th a t is going to  h ap p en , it is n o t so m eth in g  he  is sure is 
going to  h ap p en , so he has to  d ivert h im self from  it. If th is 
is th e  case, th a t he is afraid he m ay fall in to  it, th e n  th is case 
o f  m astu rb a tio n  is still Haraam.

3. T h e  th ird  case is th a t o f  certainty. H e know s for sure th a t  if 
he does n o t m astu rbate , th e n  he  will fall in to  som e 
hom osexuality  o r som e great sin. If he is ce rta in  th a t he will 
fall in to  so m eth in g  bigger th a n  m astu rb atio n , in  th is case, it 
w ould  be perm issible to  m astu rb a te  ju s t en o u g h  to  keep h im  
away from  th a t sin  ju st in  the  tim e o f  Haajah  (need).

4. T h ere  is an o th e r  case w here m astu rb a tio n  w ould  be 
perm issible. T his is th e  case w hen , if he is a perso n  w here 
he  has reached  a p o in t w here he  is ab o u t to  im p lode d u e  to  
lust. M aybe he will n o t go in to  sin b u t h e  finds h im self 
u n ab le  to  en d u re  it any longer. It is so m eth in g  th a t he 
ca n n o t s tand  anym ore. If it is really like th a t, th e n  he 
m astu rbates enough  to  rid  th is from  h im , so th a t he  can  be 
free o f  th is type o f  s itu a tio n . T h e n  th is  is perm issib le u n d e r 
necessity.

It is im p o rtan t to  n o te  th a t from  th e  p rob lem s th a t arise from  
m astu rb a tio n , is th a t he  becom es a p erso n  th a t  is physically weak. 
H e is a person  w ho has weak sperm . H e is a perso n  w ho begins to  
have u n certa in ty  ab o u t his body im potence. H e becom es b arren . 
H is penis an d  eyesight will becom e weak as well. T h e re  are a 
n u m b er o f  m edical th ings th a t are th e  d irec t resu lt o f  a person  
m astu rbating . So I w an ted  to  m en tio n  these because som etim es a
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person  does n o t th in k  ab o u t th e  p u n ish m en t o f  the  H ereafter, b u t if 
you m en tio n  to  h im  som eth ing  w hich  will h ap p en  to  h im  in the  
Dunyaa (worldly life), he  will appreciate  it m ore.

0 3  S O
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C h a p t e r  8

Questions related to Family Issues, Adoptive 
Parents, and Siblings

^ ^ ) - 3 1 )  W h a t is th e  Sunnah  fo r d iscip lin ing  ch ildren? C an

we use physical force as parents? A re th ere  m aterials from  th e  
C o m p an io n s  ab o u t how  they raised th e ir  kids?

A
-Z T \.-3 1 ) Shaykh ‘A b d u r-R ah m aan  M u h y iu d d in  responded :

T his is a good qu estio n . Y our ch ild ren  are a tru st, th ere fo re  we 
m ust act accord ing  to  th e  co m m an d s o f  A llaah an d  His M essenger 
M regard ing  them . T h e  best ed u ca tio n  an d  upb rin g in g  is th a t 
w hich th e  P ro p h e t M left fo r us an d  his com p an io n s. T h ere fo re  we 
have to  follow  the  m eth o d  th a t A llaah has co m m an d ed  us w ith  
an d  H is M essenger M- T h e  young child , as he grows up , is a ro u n d  
his fa th e r an d  m o th er. W h e n  he is b o rn  he  does n o t know  
any th ing  an d  his fa ther an d  m o th e r take care o f  h im  and  raise 
h im . T h e  first th in g  w h en  th e  child  starts to  co m p reh en d , he 
recognizes his fa ther an d  m o th er. So there fo re  he considers his 
fa th e r an d  m o th e r to  be everything for h im  in th is  life. T h e n  he 
sees th e  society. T h a t is why ‘U m ar Ib n  al-K hattaab 4® said: ‘Play 
w ith  h im  fo r seven an d  educate  h im  for seven an d  be his friend  
fo r seven, now  he becom es a m a n .’ 23

2’ E d ito rs  N o te : N o, reference was given o th e r th an  th a t o f  th e  shaykh, h u t we at 
Tarbiyyah B ookstore have been  assured th a t th is is th e  co rrect s ta tem en t from  the 
shaykh.
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So tru s t and  responsibility  sta rt here; now  you have to  advise h im , 
w ork w ith  h im , an d  help  o n e  an o th e r u p o n  good. In th e  first seven 
years o f  th e  c h ild ’s life th ere  is n e ith e r h itting , n o r beating. T h is 
is the  tim e for m ercy an d  kindness. T h e  righ teous m o th e r instills 
in th a t child  love.

T h e  next seven years are ded ica ted  to  upbring ing  and  cu ltivation . 
T h e  child  sh o u ld  be tau g h t th e  Q u r ’aan, W h o  is your Lord, w ho  is 
your P rophet, why you were created , your p u rpose  for being  here, 
W h o  fed you, W h o  gave you d rin k , W h o  causes life and  d ea th , etc. 
All o f  th is shou ld  be tau g h t little by little. You may correc t h im  
o r d iscip line h im  lightly so he  may always rem em b er th a t th is  is 
his fa ther an d  is the  m an  he  has to  listen  to . A fter th a t  14 years 
an o th e r seven years he has to  be your friend  and  co m p an io n . 
Islaam  allows som e h itting ; b u t n o t in th e  way th a t leads people to  
becom e abusive. T his h ittin g  is ju st so th e  child  know s th is  is 
serious an d  he pays a tten tio n  to  it.

T his top ic o n  how  to  raise and  cultivate ch ild ren  needs a separate 
talk  by itself. In  sum m ary, th e  fa ther has to  be a good exam ple. 
H e sh o u ld  n o t d rin k  in tox icants, n o r lie, yet be tru th fu l so his 
ch ild  will love h im . W h e n  th e  child  sees th e  fa ther abusing  th e  
m o th er, calling h e r by p ro fane nam es and  lying, th e n  th is ch ild  will 
grow  to  im itate  his father.

“Indeed you have in the Messenger of Allaah a good 
example to follow.”

ISooratul'A hzaab (3 3):21 ]

48



Islaamic Rulings for Incarcerated Muslims: Volume O ne

( ^ ' 3 2 )  W h a t is the  p ro p e r way o f  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith

som eone w hom  you have d ivorced yet you have a child  together? 
T h e  co m m u n ica tio n  w ould  be in  re la tio n  to  th e  upb rin g in g  o f  the  
child . H ow  is th is to  be handled?

A
J T L - 3 2 )  Shaykh ‘A b d u llaah  al-B ukhaaree responded : T h e

q u estio n  itself shows you th e  p rob lem s th a t  com e w ith  divorce. 
Keeping in  m in d  th a t divorce is a ru ling  an d  regu la tion  from  the  
legislation; b u t ju st look at th e  consequences, th e  o u tco m e an d  the  
a fte rm ath  th a t com es w ith  th e  divorce. K now  th a t th e re  is no  
d o u b t th a t those harm ed  the  greatest by th e  divorce are the  
ch ild ren . W hy? Because w hen  a m an  divorces a w om an, the 
ch ild ren  find  them selves in  th e  m iddle. T hey  are th e  first ones 
th a t are harm ed , especially if they are girls.

Yes! D ivorce may be a cure an d  a rem edy for those  problem s 
th a t take place betw een spouses, b u t it is n o t in  all s ituations. 
D ivorce sh o u ld  be sough t as a so lu tio n  ju st as cau teriza tion  shou ld  
be the  last m eans o f  cure! So those am ongst you w hom  A llaah has 
gu ided  to  th e  p ro p e r Islaam  an d  th e  Sunnah, at the  slightest 
p rob lem  you sh o u ld  n o t divorce h e r n o r  sh o u ld  she divorce you and  
like this. No! you have to  be p a tien t an d  follow  th e  teachings o f 
Islaam  w hich  A llaah has gu ided  you b o th  to  be u p o n .

W h e n  th e  divorce takes place b o th  th e  m an  an d  th e  w om an  w ho 
were form erly m arried  sh o u ld  fear A llaah co n cern in g  the  
u pbring ing  an d  th e  ed u ca tio n  o f  th e ir  ch ild ren . T hey  shou ld  
fear A llaah to  th e  best o f  th e ir  abilities, because b o th  o f  th em  are 
responsib le  w ith  regards to  th e  upb rin g in g  o f th e  ch ild ren .
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C o n seq u en tly  th e  ch ild ren  have to  reside som ew here; w h e th e r it is 
w ith  th e  fa ther o r m o th e r certa in  co n d itio n s are taken  in to  
considera tion . If the  m o th e r got m arried  to  an o th e r m an , she 
loses h e r righ t to  custody o f  th e  ch ild ren . I am  u nfam iliar w ith  the  
m an n er w ith  w hich  th ings are h an d led  in  th e  U n ited  S tates w hen 
m atters such as these arise n o r am  I referring  to  w ha t takes place 
here  (in Saudi ‘A rabia). I am  referring  to  th e  Hukm  Shar’ee
(Legislative ruling), and  w hat actions sh o u ld  take place. T h e  fa ther 
has to  take care o f  his ch ild ren  as he has d ivorced the  w om an, and
n o t th e  ch ild ren . T hey  co n tin u e  to  be his ch ild ren
an d  if the  w om an  d id  n o t rem arry, th e  ch ild ren
stay w ith  h er if they are nu rsin g  o r w ha t is sim ilar u n til 
they reach th e  age o f  seven. It is a t th is tim e th a t son(s) are given 
a choice w h e th e r they w ish to  stay w ith  th e  m o th e r o r  stay w ith  th e  
fa ther. T h e  daughter(s) m ust reside w ith  th e  fa ther.

Even if a w om an  rem arries an d  th e  ch ild ren  are w ith  th e  father, 
th a t does n o t m ean  she shou ld  forget ab o u t them . R ather, she 
has to  also strive h ard  to  provide a good u pbring ing  and  
ed u catio n  for those ch ild ren . As for how  they com m unicate , the  
ex-husband does n o t talk  directly  to  his ex-wife by th e  p h o n e  
or, as som e people do, by knock ing  o n  th e  d o o r at any given tim e. 
M atters such  as, how  are you doing , you look  good  an d  the  like 
sh o u ld  be avoided. R ather, he  can  w rite to  his ex-wife o r from  th a t 
w hich  is b e tte r is to  use his m o th er, sister o r  his d au g h te r (if she 
is a grow n up) to  relay th e  message to  his ex-wife. It is n o t 
perm issib le for h im  to  talk  to  her directly because she is n o t his wife 
anym ore and  she is n o t Mahram  (som eone w ho  he  is fo rb id d en  to  
marry).
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^ ^ ^ - 3 3 )  I find  it d ifficu lt to  co m m u n ica te  w ith  my family as

they anger m e greatly w hen  they disobey A llaah. My family 
m em bers will n o t speak to  each o th e r an d  all o f  o u r family ties 
are cut. I am  afraid th a t 1 will be in  tro u b le  o n  th e  Day o f  Ju d g m en t 
if I do  n o t rectify th e  s itu a tio n , b u t I do  n o t know  w hat to  do . It is 
d ifficult to  talk  to  my family even th o u g h  we live together, so w ha t is 
your advise to  me?

AJ T 1 .-3 3 )  Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree responded :

*1* Firstly, I ask A llaah to  g ran t you firm ness u p o n  th a t  w hich  
H e has con ferred  u p o n  you from  guidance, an d  m ay H e 
increase your s tren g th  to  be firm  u p o n  Islaam  an d  the  
S u n n ah .

♦♦♦ Secondly, convey my salaam s to  your fam ily an d  say th a t 
they sh o u ld  rep en t to  A llaah from  th a t w hich  they  are 
u p o n . In d eed  A llaah accepts th e  re p en ten ce  o f  th e  servant 
as long as th e  soul does n o t reach  th e  collar b o n e  as is 
estab lished  in  th e  h ad eeth . 24

♦♦♦ T hird ly , do  n o t despair in  th e  M ercy o f  A llaah; ra th e r 
co m m an d  th em  w ith  th a t w hich  is good, fo rb id  th e  evil, 
seek sustenance, aid  an d  assistance from  A llaah. M ake the  
actions o f  obed ience easy an d  loved to  th em , an d  m ake 
sure your chest is w ide fo r them . B ut after all th is, if they 
are persisten t an d  w ish to  rem a in  u p o n  co rru p tio n  and  
evil, th en  you sh o u ld  use your h ea rt an d  deny th e ir

24 C ollected  by Im aam  at-Tirmidhee in the  n a rra tio n  o f  ‘A bdu llah  ibn  ‘U m ar, t$> 
and  this H adeeth  is H asan  (good).
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actions by your heart. A t th a t m o m en t if you are able to  
m ove o u t an d  live by yourself, th en  do  so. B ut if you do 
n o t have the  ability to  do  so, you rem ain  w ith  them ; b u t 
you deny th e ir ac tions by your heart. I advise you to  m ake 
D u’aa (supp lication) th a t A llaah guides th em  to  th e  pa th  
w hich  is stra igh t w hile in your p ro stra tio n s an d  betw een 
the  Tashaahud an d  th e  Tasleem an d  w hile you are s tand ing  
at n ight. I advise you in  th is especially at th is m o m en t w hile 
you are traveling, as th e  trave ler’s supp lication  is answ ered as 
it com es in the  au th en tic  hadeeth. 25 Som e o f  th e  scholars 
said know ledge consists o f  necklaces, ties, Uqad (knots) 
and  M ula (puzzles); so w hoever has his kno ts together the 
know ledge will be easy for h im . W h a t is th is M ula  (puzzle)? It 
is those  sm o o th e  an d  easy th ings. F rom  th e  beau tifu l th ings 
w hich  are N uqat are those au th en tic  stories th a t you m ight 
find  th a t so ften  the  hearts an d  the  like. As Uqad are 
those s trong  affairs, so w hoever strives h ard  an d  u n d erstan d s 
those strong  m atters, the  o th e r th ings becom e easy for h im  
to  u n d ers tan d .

C . ^ - 3 4 )  Is a M uslim  b ro th e r, raised by adoptive paren ts, w ith

w hich  no  suckling to o k  place (i.e. they were breastfed  by d iffe ren t 
m others) considered  a Mahram  to  th e  fem ales b o rn  from  e ither 
adoptive parent?

■’ T he  P rophe t M said, “T h ree  supplications will he accepted w ith o u t a doub t: the 
supplication  o f a person  w ho is oppressed, the supp lica tion  o f  a traveler, and  the 
supp lica tion  o f  the pa ren t for his ch ild .” Sunan at-Tirmidhee, Sunan Abee Daawood, 
Sunan Ibn M aajah, Musnad Ahm ad , and  o thers.
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A lso w ith  th e  M uslim  b ro th e r  being  in p riso n  fo r a long tim e, is he 
allow ed to  receive v isita tion  w ith  th e  d augh ters  o r g randaugh ters  o f 
th e  adoptive paren ts  since they consider each o th e r b ro th e r  and  
sister an d  they are the  only  ones th a t visit him?

AX j L '3 4 )  Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree answ ered: T h is b ro th e r  is

n o t a Mahram  fo r any o f th e  adoptive fam ily m em bers as he is n o t 
re la ted  to  them . T h e  w om an  w ho raised h im  is n o t his m o th er, and  
A llaah has given h im  so m eth in g  b e tte r th a n  th a t  -  A llaah has given 
h im  Islaam. T herefo re , it is u p o n  th e  M uslim s to  visit h im  w hile he 
is in  p rison , and  it is u p o n  th e  M uslim s to  be his tru e  b ro th ers , and  
A llaah know s best.

o g s o
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C h a p t e r  9

Questions related to making D u ’aa for the sick 
non-Muslim Relative

( ^ ^ - 3 5 )  W h a t is th e  H ukm  (Islaam ic Ruling) o n  m aking D u’aa 

(supplication) for a sick relative w ho is n o t M uslim?

Aj l j L '3 5 )  Shaykh ‘Alee N aasir al-Faqihee responded : In Saheeh al-

Bukhaaree it is m en tio n ed  th a t th e  tribe  o f  Daws asked fo r the  
P ro p h e t M to  m ake D u’aa fo r them . So th e  P ro p h e t M said:

o * tfi
0 .  ̂ 0 . iM ^  I t *

“O  Allaah guide Daws and guide this tribe and bring them (to
Islaam).” 26

So indeed , A llaah answ ered his M D u ’aa an d  th e  w hole tribe 
accepted Islaam  and  they cam e to  th e  P ro p h e t M- So som etim es, the  
sick person  may ask you to  m ake D u’aa fo r h im  because he believes 
th a t he is going to  benefit from  this D u’aa. If it is a m atte r o f  you 
m aking D u ’aa w ith o u t being  asked th en  w hat you sh o u ld  do  is m ake 
D u’aa th a t A llaah guide th is person  to  Islaam.

Like the  P ro p h e t M used to  say,

26 Buklumree (2937) At Tabaraanee M u ’jamul Kabeer (8217) Muslim  (2524) Ahmed 
( 2 /  243,448)
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y  ^  > 1

“O  Allaah, guide my people because they are people who are ignorant, 
they are people who do not know." 27

You do  n o t m ake D u’aa th a t  A llaah cures th is ind iv idual o f  his 
illness; ra th e r you sh o u ld  m ake D u’aa th a t  th is ind iv idual is gu ided . 
Look at th e  Jewish boy w ho  used to  serve th e  P ro p h e t M an d  one 
day he becam e sick and  th e  P ro p h e t fk  w en t to  go visit h im  - look  at 
th e  beauty  o f  Islaam  - an d  w hen  he go t to  h im  it was ap p a ren t th a t 
he was going to  die. You could  see th e  signs o f  d ea th  u p o n  h im . So 
th e  P ro p h e t M called h im  to Islaam  so th e  boy w ould  look at his 
fa ther a lm ost as if he is seeking perm ission  from  his fa th e r to  answ er 
th e  call. So his fa ther d id  n o t p e rm it h im  at first. T h e  P ro p h e t M 
tried  again, th e  boy again looked  at his fa th e r an d  th en  finally his 
fa ther said, ‘O bey A buLQ aasim  (m ean ing  th e  P ro p h e t)’ an d  so the  
boy accepted Islaam  and  th e  P ro p h e t M  said,

j l l l l  Cj* oJLajl 4JJ 

“Praise be to Allaah who saved the boy from the hellfire." 28

So th e  p o in t is th a t w hich  is requested  o f  you an d  th a t w hich  is 
requ ired  is th a t you ask A llaah to  guide th is  ind ividual.

T h e  P ro p h e t fk  was sen t as a m ercy to  m an k in d . If you look a t the 
battle  o f  Uhud fo r exam ple, they b roke th e  tee th  o f  th e  P ro p h e t M, 
they h arm ed  h im  and  th is is w here he M, after they h ad  b roke  his 
tee th  said,

27 al-Baghawee in Sunnah (1 3 / 334) A boo  Ya’la (5050) at-Tabarani in Kubraa (5694) 
A hm ed  (1 /327 ,456 ), Bukhaaree in A daab al-Mufrad (757) graded it as being 
Saheeh by al-Haythamee in Majmoo' an d  al-Albaanee (3175) in Saheehah
28 Bukharee
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“O  Allaah guide my people because they are a people who do not
know.”

Likewise w hen  th e  P ro p h e t fg w en t to  T a a ’if th e  people d id  n o t trea t 
h im  well, ra th e r they trea ted  h im  bad  to  th e  p o in t th a t w hen  he was 
leaving T a a ’if even th e  kids were h ittin g  h im  w ith  stones u n til his 
feet w ere b leeding. So A llaah sen t Jibreel >£0 to  th e  P ro p h e t an d  he 
to ld  the  P rophet,

2JU dlfy Sy Jd 01 JCsJi dlh id i

J b  (%0, JjS* j j l i ,  JlO rJ' j j L  ^Jb ll# , o iO .
✓ S  s  s

“That indeed Allaah has heard what your people have said to you 
and He sent with me the Angel of the mountains. ’ So the Angel of 
the M ountain went to the Prophet, and he gave him Salaams and

he said,

: * ‘J i \JU ? ^  j i f  of OL 01

V, ^ y /v ^ w ^ w I “ r « ^ 0 . f -* 0 f | ^
y Ail' aUI j l  J J

. Ô .  ̂• 0 ^
4j

O ’ M uhammad, ‘I f you wish I will crush these two mountains 
upon the people (of M akkah and T aa’if). The Prophet said, ‘No 

because indeed I hope that Allaah will make from their offspring a 
people who worship Allaah alone and do not ascribe any partners

with H im .” M

o s s o

■'* Bukhaaree (3231) Muslim  (1795) al-Baghawee (1 3 /3 3 3 )
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C h a p t e r  10

Questions related to how one should Spend his 
Time while he is in Prison

C ! ^ '3 6 )  In  A m erica we have q u ite  a few people in th e  prisons

accepting  Islaam  an d  a lo t o f  th em  com ing  to  th e  D a’wah (call to 
Salafiyyah). W h a t advice cou ld  th e  Shaykh give to  these individuals 
w ith  regards to  how  they sh o u ld  use th e ir time? A lo t o f  th em  may 
be in  p rison  for ten  o r tw enty  years. W h a t advice w ould  you give 
th em  regard ing  th e  use o f  th e ir  time?

A 36) Shaykh A lee  N aasir al-Faqihee responded : F irst o f  all, as

it relates to  the  person  w ho has been  given som e years in  th e  p rison  
th e n  it varies from  person  to  person . Som e o f  th em  fo r a year, som e 
fo r two, som e for ten  and  som e fo r m ore th an  th a t tim e period . For 
all o f  th em  it is obligatory for th em  to  re tu rn  to  A llaah an d  to  
rep en t to  H im  from  all o f  th e  actions th a t  they used to  do  th a t were 
in  o p p o sitio n  to  the  legislation o f  A llaah o r to  th e  legislation o f 
Islaam. Secondly, w ha t I advise th em  w ith  is to  be d iligen t in 
m em orizing th e  Book o f  A llaah, th a t they  sh o u ld  read it and  
m em orize it, and  also gain th e  Fiqh (u n d e rstan d in g ) o f  it an d  the  
m eaning . W h a t does the  Q u r ’aan  m ean, w hat does th is Aayah  
(verse) mean? M ost o f  th e  tim e you can  find  som ebody  to  guide you 
in  th e  prison; m eaning , th a t you have som e type o f  C h ap la in  or 
w hatever they call them . You have these types o f peop le  w ho  can 
help  the  person  w ho is in p riso n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  Book o f  A llaah.
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So if th is person  is sincere and  he m akes his in te n tio n  purely  for 
A llaah and  he repen ts  to  A llaah, th en  A llaah will accept his 
rep en tan ce  an d  if he tu rn s  to  A llaah, G lorified  an d  Exalted is He, 
th en  A llaah will tu rn  to  him .

M any o f  the  ‘Ulamaa (scholars) have been  in  p riso n  before an d  have 
en tered  in to  th e  p rison  an d  they take advantage o f  th a t tim e w hile 
they are in p rison . D u rin g  th is tim e they are free from  th e ir families, 
they are free from  th e ir ch ild ren , they are free from  any th ing  th a t 
w ould  busy th em  except for beneficial know ledge and  m em orizing 
the  Q u r ’aan and  these type o f  things.

So I advise th em  to  also busy them selves w ith  the  obed ience to  
A llaah and  in do ing  those th ings w hich will d raw  th em  closer to  
A llaah. Som e exam ples are saying, Subhanallaah (G lory be to  A llaah), 
Al-Hamdulillaah (Praise be to  A llaah), and  Laa Ilaaha ilia Allaah 
(N one has th e  righ t to  be w orsh ipped  o th e r th an  A llaah), and  
rem em bering  A llaah in abundance.

Also the  im prisoned  shou ld  take advantage o f  the  books th a t he  can 
b enefit from . A ny books he has th e  ability to  benefit from , th a t he 
can read, u n d e rs ta n d  and  help  h im  to  u n d ers tan d  his religion, th en  
he shou ld  take advantage o f  that.

T h e  im p o rtan t th in g  is th a t he  does n o t waste his tim e. T his is an  
o p p o rtu n ity  for th is ind ividual. It is alm ost like the  o p p o rtu n ity  
th a t com es to  the  s tu d en t w ho is able to  leave his coun try  and  go to  
an o th e r place to  seek know ledge an d  he is away from  those  th ings 
w hich  w ould  busy h im . So likewise, th is ind iv idual w ho is in 
prison , th is is actually an  o p p o rtu n ity  for h im  th a t he shou ld  take 
advantage of. T his person  sh o u ld  be d iligen t in his obed ience to  
A llaah and  do ing  those  th ings th a t will d raw  h im  closer to  A llaah.
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H e sh o u ld  u n d ers ta n d  th a t th e  goal in  m em orizing th e  Q u r ’aan  is
n o t sim ply to  m em orize it, b u t it is to  u n d ers ta n d  th e  Q u r ’aan , and

“Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth, 
that they (who are left behind) may get instructions in 

(Islaamic) religion, and that they may warn their 
people when they return to them, so that they may 

beware (of evil).”
ISooratut-Taw bah (9): 1221

So all o f  th is is an  en co u rag em en t to  m em orize th e  Q u r ’aan. As for 
th e  o n e  w ho  m em orizes th e  Q u r ’aan  how ever, an d  he  does n o t have 
u n d ers tan d in g  o f  the  Q u r ’aan, he m ay even u n d e rs ta n d  it in  the  
w rong  way, th en  it is feared th a t th is person  will go astray as the  
Khawaarij w en t astray, because they were the  ones w ho  to o k  the  
Aayaat (verses) o f  the  Q u r ’aan  th a t dea lt w ith  th e  disbelievers and  
they app lied  th em  to  the  believers. T h is  is because they d id  n o t 
have know ledge o f  th e  Q u r ’aan. T hey  knew  th e  Aayah  (verse), they 
knew  th e  verses, they m em orized th em  b u t they d id  n o t have 
know ledge and  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  Q u r ’aan.

th a t you u n d ers tan d  th e  religion by read ing  th e  Q u r ’aan  and  
u n d ers ta n d in g  it. A llaah says,

o s s o
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C h a p t e r  11

Questions related to Acquiring Knowledge and 
Brotherly Love

Q-37) W h a t books shou ld  we read to  learn  ab o u t o u r Deen

an d  w hat avenues sh o u ld  we take to  increase ourselves in m utual 
love?

A.>-37) Shaykh A hm ad  Bazm ool responded : W ith  regards to  

books:

1. You sh o u ld  read from  th e  Q u r ’aan  w ith  the  Tafseer o f As- 
Sa’dee, also the  Saheeh o f  Im aam  al-Bukhaaree, Riyadhus- 
Saliheen, and  Usooluth-Thalathah.

2. As for the  affair o f  m u tu a l love betw een ourselves, we 
m en tio n  the  H ad eeth  o f  th e  P ro p h e t

“None of you will enter Jannah (Paradise) until he truly believes 
and none o f you will truly believe until you mutually love each

other." 30

Also,

30 M uslim  (54)
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“Should not I inform you o f something that you can do and if you 
did it, you will increase the m utual love between yourselves.”

They said, ‘Of-course. ’ The Prophet M said,

“Spread the Salaams amongst yourselves.” 31

3. R efrain  from  the  affairs o f  d iffering  over Dunyaa (worldly)
th ings, because if your h ea rt is a ttached  to  th e  Aakhirah  (the 
H ereafter) and  w hat is w ith  A llaah, th en  you will n o t d ispu te  
an d  fall o u t w ith  your b ro th e r  so easily over th ings th a t are 
related  to  th e  Dunyaa.

4. W ish  for your b ro th ers  w hat you wish for yourself an d  you 
let th em  know  that.

5. R ighteous actions in  general are so m eth in g  th a t  cause the  
hearts to  com e together.

6. Follow ing th e  S u n n ah  o f  th e  P ro p h e t M because in th a t is 
unity . T h e  peop le  will com e to g eth er an d  it is th e  lack o f 
ad h e ren ce  to  the  Sunnah  th a t  causes th e  division. T h e  
P ro p h e t M said,

11 M uslim  (54)
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“Do not differ (i.e. straighten the rows and do not allow them to 
become crooked) in the Salaah so that your hearts will become 

divided." 32

M eaning  th e  physical th ings th a t  you do  have a real effect o n  
th e  cohesion  betw een yourselves.

7. Leave o ff all th ings th a t lead to  division like jealousy, h a tred , 
d ecep tion , insu lting  each o th er, and  w h a t resem bles them , 
an d  to  be p a tien t w ith  the  harm s o f  his b ro th e r  w hen  he 
opresses h im  o r harm s h im . T h is is so m eth in g  th a t if it is 
n o t p racticed will lead to  division.

os so

12 al-Bukhaaree and  Muslim  
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C h a p t e r  12

Questions related to Tawheedand Increasing 
One’s Eemaan (faith)___________

^ ^ ^ - 3 8 )  W h a t advice can  you give to  those w hose Eemaan

(faith) becom es weak constan tly , w ho w orry and  forget ab o u t 
Tawakkul (reliance u p o n  Allaah)?

A«ZTj l -38) Shaykh ‘A bdur-R ahm aan  M u h y iu d d in  responded :

T his shows th a t th e re  is som e Eemaan. H e said th a t Eemaan is 
like trees. T h e  trees need  w ater an d  som e type o f  care and  
co n sid era tio n . It is w ith  these it becom es green  an d  brings ab o u t 
n ice fruits. Likewise, you have to  irrigate it w ith  th e  righ teous 
actions w hich  consist o f  th e  co m m an d s o f  A llaah an d  th e  
co m m an d s o f  His M essenger, th e  five obligatory prayers preserving 
th em  com pletely, pu rifica tion , bow ing, p ro s tra tio n , an d  th e  rest 
o f  th e  ru lings and  regu la tions o f  Islaam . H e speaks n o th in g  b u t 
good and  p u re  w ords, he teaches his b ro th ers  and  th e  righ teous 
actions increase Eemaan an d  increases th e  reliance u p o n  A llaah. as 
A llaah said:
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Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allaah (i.e. 
follows Allaah’s Religion of Islaamic Monotheism) and he 
is a M uhsin then his reward is with his Lord (Allaah), on 

such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.

(Sooratul-Baqarah (2 ):112]

( ^ ^ - 3 9 )  Im aam  Ibn S a’dee said th a t A llaah is Waajibul-

Wujood. and  th e  Shaykh explained  th a t to  m e as m ean ing  th a t 
A llaah is th e  O n e  w ho o rig inated  everything by Himself?

A
j l JL-39) Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree responded : T h e  m ean ing

o f this is th a t A llaah is th e  O n e  w ho created  everything. H e is 
a lone as th e  C rea to r and  any th ing  o th e r th a n  H im  is created . N o  
o n e  created  A llaah, ra th e r H e is th e  O n e  w ho created  th e  w hole 
universe, the  T h ro n e , the  Kursi, th e  Pen, the  H eavens an d  all th a t 
is in them , and  th a t w hich  is betw een the  heavens and  earth . All 
o f  this was o rig inated  by A llaah. So you sh o u ld  know  th a t H e is 
the  O n e  th a t sh o u ld  be w orsh ipped  alone, and  H e exists. 
T herefo re , it is in cu m b en t u p o n  us to  believe th a t H e exists and  
H e o rig inated  everything else.

0 ^ ^ '4 O )  C an  you explain w hat it m eans to  say th a t A llaah is 

th e  P lan n er o f  all affairs?
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AJL JL-40) Shaykh ‘U bayd ah jaabiree resp o n d ed : T h is m eans

th a t everything is p lan n ed  by A llaah. H e directs everything to  the  
d irec tions they go in w hatever is re la ted  to  th em , an d  A llaah alone 
does all o f  this.

C ^ ^ - 4 1 )  W e heard  from  Elijah M o h a m m a d ’s g randson

th a t his g ran d fa th er d ied  u p o n  Kufr (non-belief) as he was by his 
d ea th  bed. C an  we say th a t he  is in  the  Hellfire?

A- X j l - 4 1 )  Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree resp o n d ed : H e is a shaytaan.

W hoever dies u p o n  Kufr (non-belief) he  will dwell fo r e tern ity  in 
th e  H ellfire like th e  Jews, C h ris tian s , an d  M agians. B ut th e  M uslim  
w ho apostates (leaves th e  relig ion  o f  Islaam ) an d  dies u p o n  th a t, he 
is considered  from  th e  peop le  w ho are to  dwell fo r e te rn ity  in 
the  Fire as well. T h e re  is a n a rra tio n  th a t th e  P ro p h e t said: O h  
so an d  so, son  o f  so and  so w ho  d ied  u p o n  o th e r th a n  th e  Tawheed, 
they are in  th e  H ellfire.

( ! ^ - 4 2 )  H ow  can o n e  rectify his affairs so he  can  have the  

com plete  security?

A
1 1 - 4 2 )  Shaykh ‘U bayd al-Jaabiree resp o n d ed : T h is  is a good

q u estio n  th a t th e  q u es tio n e r is asking an d  th a t is how  can  one  
establish th e  security fo r him self? T h is is a g reat affair. H ow ever, it
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is easy for th e  o n e  w hom  A llaah m akes it easy for. It is u p o n  you to  
do  th ree  things:

♦♦♦ T h e  first is th a t  you m ake your Deen (religion) sincerely for 
A llaah, an d  o f  course the  u p p erm o st p a rt o f  th is religion and  
th e  greatest affair in  th is religion is the  p u re  and  sincere 
Tawheed to  A llaah.

T h e  second th in g  is th a t you m ust follow th e  M essenger o f  
A llaah ife, you follow  in his foo tsteps and  you do  th a t w hich 
he  has co m m an d ed  you to  do.

*X* T h e  th ird  th in g  is th a t  you stay far away from  the  sins, from  
disobeying A llaah. You m ust be u p rig h t u p o n  obed ience to  
A llaah, and  if you do  h ap p e n  to  fall in to  sin, you rep en t to  
A llaah and  you tu rn  back to  H im  an d  you m ake the  
in te n tio n  o f  staying far away from  falling back in to  th a t sin.

C ^ - 4 3 )  W h e n  I was read ing  th e  Q u r ’aan  I saw these Aayat

in  Sooratul- A a ’raaf. All o f  th em  talk ab o u t th e  P rophets o f  A llaah 
calling to  Tawheed. W e know  th a t th e  P rophets and  M essengers all 
began w ith  Tawheed b u t th is particu la r Aayat, w hen  it gets to  the  
P ro p h e t L oot it can  seem  as th o u g h  he d id  n o t begin w ith  
Tawheed. T h e  Hizbiyyoon (people o f  partisansh ip ) may take this 
Aayat an d  say th a t it is a p ro o f  th a t we do n o t have to  begin w ith  
Tawheed. T his is a very im p o rtan t q u estio n  because o f  my p o sition  
in  D a’wah th is q u estio n  is extrem ely im p o rtan t to  th e  M uslim s and  
th e  Salafees w orld  w ide. C o u ld  you please clarify?

66



Islaamic Rulings for Incarcerated Muslims: Volume O ne

A■ X j l -43) Shaykh M u h am m ad  ibn  H aadee al-M adkhalee

responded : W ith  respect to  th is p a rticu la r Aayaat regard ing  the  
P ro p h e t L oot th a t seem s to  be tak ing  a d iffe ren t course, it is due 
to  th e  rep rehensib le  n a tu re  o f  hom osexuality . It is so rep u g n an t 
th a t A llaah had  h im  (Loot) say,

_  ^ ^  ^ s i  -9 s s s ' s  ' Y  S

I ^  . j A  I ^ j A  L# aJuj>cJ_aJ I ^ y  I j  I

“Do you commit the worst sin (the heinous crime of 
homosexuality) such as none preceding you has ever 
committed in the ‘Alam een  (mankind and Jinn)?”

[Sooratul-A ’raaf (7) :80]

As it relates to  th is s ta tem en t, som e people may use it to  say th a t 
Yes! O kay we have all o f  th e  P ro p h ets  and  M essengers an d  they 
began w ith  Tawheed. H ow ever, if we look  at th e  story o f  L oot we 
saw th a t he began by p ro h ib itin g  his people from  th e  ac tion  o f 
hom osexuality , so there fo re  it is perm issib le to  begin  w ith  o th e r 
th an  Tawheed based u p o n  th a t . ’ T h is s ta tem en t is false an d  con ta ins 
ignorance from  th ree  d iffe ren t angles:

*1* As for th e  first angle, th en  it is th e  general evidence th a t  we 
have th a t A llaah has in fo rm ed  us ab o u t all o f  th e  P rophets 
and  from  am ongst th e  P rophets  is Loot.

A llaah said,
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“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O 
Muhammad) but We inspired him (saying), ‘Laa ilaaha ilia 
Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allaah)], 

so worship Me (Alone and none else).”
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa (21): 25]

A n d  L oot >£3 is from  th e  people w ho cam e before the  
P ro p h e t So, this is the  job o f  all the  P rophets.

Likewise, A llaah says,

“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah 
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): Worship 

Allaah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taghoot (all 
false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taghoot besides

% 4

Allaah).”
ISooraturvN ahl (16): 36]

*t* T h e  second evidence is th e  specific evidence as it relates to  
L oot him self. In Sooratush-Shoorah A llaah said:
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“The people of Loot (Lot) (those dwelt in the towns of 
Sodom in Palestine) belied the Messengers. W hen their 

brother Loot (Lot) said to them, W ill you not fear Allaah 
and obey Him? Verily! I am a trustworthy Messenger to 

you. So fear Allaah, keep your duty to Him, and obey me. 
N o reward do I ask of you for it (my Message of Islaamic 

Monotheism), my reward is only from the Lord of the 
‘Alam een  (mankind, Jinn  and all that exists).” 

[Sooratush-Shoorah (26): 160-164]

A n d  th en  he (Loot) said after that:

“Go you in unto the males of the Alam een  (mankind)?
And leave those whom Allaah has created for you to be 

your wives? Nay, you are a people who have transgressed!”
[Sooratush-Shoorah (26): 165-166]

So is th is n o t a call to  Tawheed? T h e n  after calling th em  to  Tawheed 
he  rejected th e  m ost evil th in g  am ongst them , and  th a t was 
hom osexuality . So th is rebuk ing  th a t he w en t against an d  refu ted  
w hich  they w ere u p o n  cam e after he called th em  to Tawheed.

*1* T h e  th ird  angle, an d  th a t is th e  ignorance o f  th is sta tem en t. 
T h e  one  w ho w ould  say so m eth in g  like th is o r  th e  o n e  w ho 
has said th is th in g  is ig n o ran t o f  th e  Q u r ’aan. So you do  n o t 
need  any th ing  to  re fu te  th a t  s ta tem en t except to  m em orize 
th e  evidences from  th e  Q u r ’aan  itself, because the  Q u r ’aan 
itself repeats th e  stories o f  th e  P rophets  an d  it b rings th em  
in d iffe ren t ways. So som etim es you m ay find  th a t th e  story 
in  one  Soorah (chapter) is sum m arized and  in an o th e r
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ch ap te r it will com e w ith  th e  full version o f  th e  story. So 
th a t w hich  cam e sum m arized as it relates to  th e  story in 
som e o f  th e  chap ters like Sooratul-Aa’raaf fo r exam ple, you 
will find  th e  longer version o f  th a t  story in o th e r chap ters o f  
th e  Q u r ’aan  like Sooartush-Shoorah an d  th a t w hich  is like it. 
So you find  th a t th ere  are in  th e  Q u r ’aan  two chapters 
(Soorah al-A'raaf and  Soorah Yoonus) an d  th en  th e  Shaykh 
m en tio n ed  a th ird  o n e  w here A llaah m en tio n s m any o f  the 
stories o f the  P rophets (Soorah Qasas).

T herefo re  this ind iv idual w ho has th is type o f  idea, it shows you th a t 
he does n o t u n d e rs tan d  the  Q u r ’aan because if he u n d ers to o d  w hat 
he read from  th e  Q u r ’aan, he w ould  n o t have these types o f doub ts. 
So this claim  has been  nullified  from  th ree  d iffe ren t angles. 33

0 ^ ^ ' 4 4 )  In A m erica, we have a lo t o f  people in the  p rison

system th a t are accepting Islaam . W h a t advice cou ld  you give them  
to  increase th e ir Eemaan?

A
j L j L'44) Shaykh ‘A bdullaah  al-Jarboo’a responded : M ost o f

th is q u estio n  has been  answ ered previously b u t we can add to  this 
m atter. T h e  person  w ho is in p rison  is far away from  society an d  his 
h ea rt may be som ew hat softer, so therefo re  it is good to  give h im  
books, lite ra tu re  and  th a t w hich will teach  o r explain to  h im  the  
correct u n d ers tan d in g  o f  Islaam. T h is is beneficial because they

"  T his question  was posed to  the Shaykh by b ro th e r A boo T asneem  D aw ood 
A deeb w hen the bro thers front M asjid ar-R ahm ah (in N ewark New Jersey) visited 
h im  for Umrah in 2005.
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have a lo t o f  tim e an d  they can  sp en d  th is tim e learn ing , studying 
and  reading.

O S  B O
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C h a p t e r  13 

Questions related to the Q ur’aan

Q-45) Is it from  the  Sunnah to  repeat the  Aayat m ore th an

once an d  w hen  giving D a’wah to  som eone and  to  have h im  to  recite 
the  verses m ore th a n  two tim es, is th is from  th e  Sunnah?

A-45) T h e  Shaykh W asee ’-ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : T here

is n o th in g  w hich is au th en tic  from  th e  M essenger o f A llaah M, th a t 
he w ould  repeat a verse m ore th an  once, like twice o r th ree  tim es, 
and  so on , except th a t th e re  was a w ord  o r two w ords th a t he had  to  
re tu rn  to  for th e  m ean ing  o f  the  verse. T h ere  is n o th in g  th a t is 
au th en tic , n o th in g  has been  estab lished , an d  n o  Hadeeth th a t 
reports th a t the  P ro p h e t M  d id  this. How ever, w ith  regards to  the  
n ig h t prayer, it is au th en tic  th a t  the  M essenger o f  A llaah M repeated  
the  verses in Sooratun-Nisaa, the  verse w hich  was,

i- ^  S ̂   ̂ I 5- 03^3

/  '
\ (C— j)

“How (will it be) then, when We bring from each nation a 
witness, and We bring you (O Muhammad) as a witness 

against these people?”
[Sooratun-N isaa (4): 41]

T h e P ro p h e t used to  repeat this verse and  he used to  cry. As for the  
obligatory prayers o r the  N awaafil (superagatory) prayers th ere  is
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n o th in g  th a t is au th en tic  (a ttrib u ted  to  th e  P rophet). H ow ever, if a 
perso n  was to  stop  an d  m en tio n  again for reflection  o r p o n d erin g  
o n  a verse th e n  th ere  is n o  p ro b lem  (w ith that) b u t th e re  is n o th in g  
au then tica lly  rep o rted  o n  th e  M essenger o f  A llaah $g concern ing  
this.

0 3  s o
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C h a p t e r  14

Questions related Manhaj (Methodology)

W h a t advice do  you give to  th e  M uslim  w ho is Salafee

b u t acts harshly  to  o th e r M uslim s w h e th e r they are Salafee o r  n o t 
and  he considers his actions to  be correct?

Ai T \ . '4 6 )  Shaykh M u h am m ad  ibn  H aadee responded : W h a t is

in cu m b en t u p o n  a M uslim  is th a t he be o n e  w ho is easy- going and  
gentle w ith  his M uslim  bro thers.

A llaah said to  th e  P ro p h e t M-

* ,  ^

11 . la-lp Ui9 ■ " - -S' yjj ^  ̂1 C - J  aJJI
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.is?

“And by the Mercy of Allaah, you dealt with them gently.
And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would 

have broken away from about you; so pass over (their 
faults), and ask (Allaah’s) forgiveness for them.”

[Soorah Aali ‘Im raan (3): 159]

So it is u p o n  th e  M uslim  to  be gentle w ith  his b ro th ers  from  
am ongst th e  M uslim s. T h e  P ro p h e t 34 said that:
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^  0 ?  t r i  ^  J ,  ^  ^ i )'  * ~ ~ '

Si c . j i >  J p  t j i >  L > J  j j 3  l \  o i  4^ i i

^  ^  Cyjuill J ^ P  J f i L

“Gentleness was not placed in anything except that it beautified it, 
and it was not removed from anything except that it made that 

thing ugly. Allaah is gentle and He loves gentleness. And He gives 
as a result of gentleness that which He does not give as a result of 

other than it.” 34

So th e  orig in  o f  giving D a’wah is th a t you are len ien t an d  th a t you 
are gentle. L isten to  th is s ta tem en t o f  A llaah w ith  th e  People o f the  
Book. A llaah said,

^  1 , 0  ̂ j  1 11 j  #

“And argue with them in a way that is better.”
[Sooratun-N ahl (16): 125]

A n d  these are the  People o f  th e  Book (Jews an d  C hristians) except 
for those w ho are oppressive from  am ongst them , th en  the  
oppresser has a d iffe ren t ru ling. So w ith  gu idence th is is th e  way 
A llaah is show ing us how  to  deal w ith  th e  Jews and  th e  C h ris tian s  - 
th en  w ha t ab o u t your M uslim  bro ther? H e has m ore  o f  a righ t th a t 
you be len ien t an d  gentle w ith  h im . T h e  only th in g  th a t we have O ’ 
my b ro th ers , is Islaam . So if we are able to  p roperly  display it to  th e  
people, th en  th e  people will com e to  it an d  if we do  n o t display it 
properly  an d  we display it in  an  evil fo rm , th en  th e  people will ru n  
away from  us.

,4 Muslim (2594 &. 2593)
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So o u r exam ple is like th e  exam ple o f  th e  one  w ho is trying to  sell 
som eth ing . O n  o n e  h an d  th ere  is a b ro th e r  n am ed  D aaw ood w ho 
brings his m erchand ise  from  th e  showcase. As for m e, I take my 
m erchand ise  straigh t o u t o f  th e  car and  th e  m erchand ise  still has the  
d ir t an d  d u st o n  it, and  I leave it in  a box and  1 stick it up  for the  
people to  see. W h a t are the  people going to  buy: his (m erchandise) 
o r m ine? O f  course they are going to  buy D aaw ood’s. T h e  
know ledge th a t I have may be th e  sam e know ledge th a t this 
ind iv idual has b u t because he is able to  display it in  a beau tifu l and  
good m an n e r an d  I do  n o t display it like th a t, th en  th e  people are 
going to  go to  the  o n e  w ho displays it properly. Listen to  th a t w hich 
is even m ore am azing. A llaah sen t M oosaa an d  his b ro th e r 
H aro o n  to  F ir’aw n, th e  m ost b la tan t disbelieving perso n  from  
th e  people o f  the  earth . N o  o n e  reached  th e  level o f  d isbelief o f  this 
ind iv idual. F ir’aw n said,

“I am your Lord the Most High.”
[Sooratun-N azi’aat (79): 24]

Even w ith  all o f  th a t A llaah to ld  those two,

^  j J  -’Abo L2jJ $>

“And speak to him mildly (with a kind word), perhaps he 
may accept admonition, or fear Allaah.”

[Soorah Taa-Haa (20):44|

As for being  harsh , hard  and  cold, this way is only for those w ho are 
rejecting (ad m o n itio n , advice, etc.). T his is for th e  ones w ho oppose 
the  M uslim  in his D a’wah.

A llaah to ld  the  P ro p h et
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^  i'vr^ d a i t l j  j l  a ^-=di ^

“O Prophet (Muhammad)! Strive hard against the 
disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh against

them.”
[Sooratut-Taw bah (9):73]

So, th a t w hich  is u p o n  us is th a t we be gentle w ith  th e  ig n o ran t o n e  
u n til he  learns an d  we be gentle w ith  th e  o n e  w ho  is naive an d  
unaw are u n til he  becom es aware. So if he refuses an d  he rejects 
w hat you are saying and  he pushes you away an d  th ings like this, 
th e n  th a t is a n o th e r  s itu a tio n , th a t  is a d iffe ren t case.

As for th e  o n e  w ho  m akes it seem  as if being  harsh  an d  h ard  are the  
greatest qualities o f  th e  Salafee, th e n  th is is so m eth in g  th a t is 
incorrect. T h e  people o f  th e  SunnaK are th e  m ost m ercifu l o f  the  
people to  th e  people. T hey  are those  w ho are th e  m ost sincere 
advisers o f  th e  creation . So, it is u p o n  o u r b ro th e rs  from  the  
Salafees to  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat we are saying here, an d  th e  in te rac tio n  
th a t we have w ith  th e  general M uslim s is n o t like th e  way we deal 
w ith  th e  people o f  in n o v a tio n  w ho are o b stin a te  in  th e ir  rejection . 
Just as we see th e  d ifference betw een  th e  way th a t we were 
in stru c ted  to  deal w ith  th e  People o f  th e  B ook in  general, and  the  
way th a t we deal w ith  th e  o b stin a te  ones from  th e  People o f  the  
Book.

0 ^ 4 7 )  Is it perm issable to  learn  ‘A rabic from  a p erso n  w ho  is

an  A sh’aree o r a Hizbee (partisan) Imaam  if th e re  is n o body  else to  
take from?
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AJ L \~ A 7 )  Shaykh ‘U m ar as-Sum aalee responded : O ’ my son,

you asked th is q u estio n  and  you answ ered w hen  you asked because 
you m en tio n ed  in the  qu estio n , th a t you c a n n o t find  o th e r th an  
h im . So th a t w hich I u n d e rs tan d  from  th e  q u estio n  is th a t it is a 
necessity for you to  study w ith  o n e  o f  these tw o individuals 
m en tio n ed  being th a t you have n o t fo u n d  anyone else. So in  this 
case it is perm issible. How ever, you first need  to  p ro tec t yourself 
w ith  know ledge o f  th e  Religion (Islaam) before you w ould  sit w ith 
an  ind iv idual like th a t. You need  to  p ro tec t yourself w ith  
know ledge o f  the  Religion especially as it relates to  th e  affairs o f  
‘Aqeedah (creed, o r co rrect belief). T h e  second th in g  is th a t you 
have to  be extrem ly careful o f  th a t w hich  he may try to  feed you as 
he teaches you th e  ‘A rabic. M any o f  them , w hile teaching  the  
‘A rabic Language are able to  in tro d u ce  th e ir dev ian t beliefs. T h a t is 
because a lo t o f  th em  have dev ian t beliefs based o n  th e  language.

W h e n  th e  dev ian t groups were m en tio n ed , the  Shaykh w en t o n  to
say:

T h e  Ikhivaanul-Muslimoon (the M uslim  B ro th erh o o d ) an d  any o f 
those org inazitions th a t b ran ch  o ff from  it are astray, deviant, and  
innovated  organiazations, as well as Jamaatut-Tableegh and  th a t 
w hich  b ranches o ff from  them . All o f  these organizations are astray 
and  M ubtadi’ah (people o f  innovation). T h e  groups them selves are 
g roups o f  in n o v atio n  w orking along w ith  these people has d iffe ren t 
scenarios. T h e  first scenario  is th a t we cooperate  w ith  th em  in 
estab lish ing  th e ir D a’wah activities, for exam ple, like we su p p o rt 
th em  in p rin tin g  som e books, bu ild ing  a school, o r  even b u ild in g  
th e ir M asjid, and  th is is Haraam  (p rohib ited).
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^ ^ 4 8 )  W h a t is th e  case w ith  th e  p risoners w ho have a

Hizbee chaplin? W h a t if th e  person  w ho  com es from  th e  o u tsid e  is 
e ith e r Soofee o r  Takfiree, o r som eone  w ho is o f  severe deviance. As 
fo r th e  M uslim s w ho go w ith  h im  and  learn  from  h im , how  shou ld  
we in te rac t w ith  these peop le  in  o u r daily lives? D o we boycott 
them ? W h a t sh o u ld  we do?

A
j l j l .4 8 )  Shaykh A h m ad  Bazm ool responded : W e sh o u ld  do

generally w hat we w ould  do  o n  th e  ou tside. Advise them , an d  try to  
correc t them . T ry to  guide th em  to  w hat is correct. Show  th em  the  
e rro r o f  w ha t th a t perso n  is o n  an d  if he does n o t take th is advice, 
th en  you can leave h im  alone.

4 9 )  H ow  sh o u ld  we resp o n d  to  one  w ho  says, As long as

o u r ‘Aqeedah is th e  sam e (i.e. we are M uslim s) we sh o u ld  u n ite  and  
w ork  to g eth er w ith o u t being  o n  th e  sam e M anhaj?

A
^ L j l 4 9 )  Shaykh T arah eeb  ad-Daw siree responded : T h is is an

inco rrec t m atter. T h e  ‘Aqeedah an d  th e  M anhaj are o n e  th in g  (i.e. 
they  are connected ). H e w hose M anhaj is co rrec t th en  his Aqeedah is 
correct. For exam ple, th ere  is th e  p o sition  o f  th e  people o f  the  
Sunnah regarding how  they affirm  th e  Asmaa ivas-Sifaat (N am es an d  
A ttribu tes) o f A llaah. T h ere  is also th e  issue o f  n o t declaring 
so m eo n e  to  be a disbeliever d u e  to  a sin  they com m it. So these are 
issues th a t are b o th  Aqeedah  an d  M anhaj re lated . T hey  b o th  have a 
co n n ec tio n . So it does n o t w ork  for o n e  to  say th a t his Aqeedah  is
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so u n d  an d  th a t it is accord ing  to  th e  Q u r  ’aan  and  Sunnah  w hile in 
his m ethodology  he says th a t he is a Soofee and  w orsh ipp ing  A llaah 
w ith  th a t w hich  A llaah does n o t legislate. If he is Sunnee th e n  he 
ca n n o t be a Soofee. If he is Soofee th en  he  c a n n o t be Sunnee.

( ^ ' 5 0 )  S h o u ld  th e  in te rp re ta tio n s  o f  th e  Q u r ’aan  by M aulana

M u h am m ad  ‘Alee, M aw doodee and  Y oosuf ‘A lee be kep t o n  th e  
shelves o r be destroyed?

A
j l \ . ' 50) Shaykh W asee’-ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : In general,

it is n o t p ro p e r to  read  these p articu lar tran sla tio n s by ind iv iduals 
w ho are know n for having dev ian t beliefs o r innovations because o f 
w ha t they place in th e ir transla tions o f  th e ir  (devian t o r  innovated) 
beliefs. So th is applies to  Qadiyyaanees (th e ir books) o r anyone else 
(having dev ian t beliefs).

I th o u g h t th e  Y oosuf ‘A lee tran sla tio n  h ad  been  checked and  th a t 
w ha t was inco rrec t was tak en  ou t; b u t w ha t is know n is th e re  are 
still som e th ings th a t are left in it w hich  are incorrect, so it sh o u ld  
be avoided.

W ith  regards to  M aw doodee, he  was an  Ansaaree (i.e. Jihaadee), so 
he placed such beliefs in  his Tafseer. H ence, it sh o u ld  be avoided 
unless som eone w ho possesses know ledge were to  go th ro u g h  it an d  
correct th e  m istakes and  p r in t th a t (the corrected  version) as a 
separate pub lica tion . H owever, th e  transla tions o f  th e  k now n  
Salafees are p resen t an d  available in th e  C en ters , th e  B ookstores, 
and  o th e r places.
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T h ere  are good transla tions an d  in te rp re ta tio n s  like th e  o n e  by 
M u h sin  K han and  his Shaykh, T aqee ud-Deen al-Hilalee. T hese  two 
w ere very know ledgable ind iv iduals an d  they checked  w ith  Saheeh 
Bukhaaree w hen  they transla ted  an d  in te rp re ted  th e  verses o f  the  
Q u r ’aan. So th is is th e  o n e  th a t  sh o u ld  be referred  to  (i.e. T h e  
In te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  M eanings o f  th e  N ob le  Q u r ’aan) an d  those  
dev ian t ones shou ld  be left a lone.

T h e  p ro p e r way to  destroy those  dev ian t tran sla tio n s is to  b u rn  
them . A fter they have been  b u rn e d  it is best to  bury  th e  ashes or 
place th em  in th e  ocean  (or a large body o f  unstag n ated  w ater). T his 
is based o n  the  fact th a t after ‘U th m a a n  o rd ered  th e  com piling  o f 
th e  Q u r ’aan he  b u rn e d  alt o th e r versions because he d id  n o t w ant 
th ere  to  exist any o thers. Perhaps som e o f  the  C o m p an io n s  had  
various com m entaries  in  th e  o th e r versions w hich  cou ld  cause the  
people to  becom e m ixed up  th is m atte r (i.e. confuse the  
com m entaries w ith  th e  actual verses o f  th e  Q u r ’aan).

So he b u rn e d  all o f  the  o th ers  to  assure th a t  they w ould  n o t be 
disrespected in  any way (i.e. to  assure th a t th e  Q u r ’aanic verses in 
th em  w ould  n o t m eet w ith  any im purities o r filthy things). So this 
is th e  best way to  deal w ith  it.

0 3  £ 0
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C h a p t e r  15

Q uestions related to  the M uslim s w ho openly  
C om m it Sins

C ^ ^ - 5 1 )  If you see som eone  neglecting  th e  m andato ry  Faraa’id

(obligations o f  his religion) an d  th en  you advise h im , b u t he 
con tinually  persists w ith  his sin and  evil shou ld  we boycott him?

A
j l j L-51) Shaykh W asee ’-ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : In  reality

boycotting  som eone is so m eth in g  th a t has been  legislated in Islaam. 
H owever, boycotting  som eone is for th e  benefit o f  th a t person  and  
it is for th e  re fo rm atio n  an d  rectification  o f  th a t person  so th a t 
person  may re tu rn  to  acts loved by A llaah. T h ere  has to  be a benefit 
in boycotting, th a t th e  person  leaves o ff the  sins o r perform s the  
obligatory th ings th a t he  is n o t perfo rm ing . T h ere  m ust be a 
benefit. As for if you w ere to  boycott h im  and  he does n o t leave o ff 
those  sins, o r m istakes, o r  he  co n tin u es  in  n o t do ing  those 
obligatory th ings, those  m andato ry  acts, th e n  th is boycotting  o f  h im  
is n o t perm issible. Instead , w ha t sh o u ld  be d o n e  is giving sincere 
advice in  o rd e r th a t  A llaah may guide h im  o n e  day. T h is  sh o u ld  be 
d o n e  as long as you do  n o t fear for yourself. If you fear th a t th is 
p e rso n ’s sins, o r  his evil (will cause you to  fall in to  his evil actions) 
th en  you m ust ab a n d o n  h im . It becom es obligatory for you to  
boycott th a t  person . As fo r if you are strong  in your beliefs and  you 
do  n o t fear for yourself (falling in to  his sins) an d  you do  n o t fear for 
your ch ild ren , th en  you keep advising th a t person  in  o rd e r th a t 
A llaah guides th a t person .
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T h e Shaykh adds as an  ad d itio n a l benefit:
Specifically in  th e  W est, like A m erica an d  th e  U n ite d  K ingdom , if 
we were to  boycott certain  peop le  for w hatever reasons, th e n  w ho  is 
going to  go to  these people an d  advise th em  an d  teach  them ?

B oycotting is n o t always co rrec t an d  n o t always th e  case. If you have 
th e  chance to  advise th e  person , to  m eet h im  o n  th is  day o r th a t  day 
and  the  second day, an d  co n tin u e  to  advise h im , th e n  you m ust 
advise th a t  person . As for your family, like your wives an d  your 
ch ild ren , th en  it is d iffe ren t an d  even if you yourse lf have fear o f 
th is perso n  (by falling in to  th e ir  sins) it is d ifferen t.

H ow ever, if th is is n o t th e  case, th en  som eone  cou ld  com e along 
and  h arm  th is perso n  m ore if you w ere to  leave h im  alone an d  just 
ab an d o n  th is person . A n  oppressive p erso n  cou ld  com e w ith  m ore 
m isguidance, m ore m istakes, m ore innovations, w ith  m ore 
fa lsehood and  m islead th is perso n  m ore th a n  he  was originally 
m isled. It is a m ust th a t you co n tin u e  to  advise th is  perso n  as long 
as you are s trong  an d  firm ly g ro u n d ed  in  your know ledge an d  as 
long  as you do  n o t fear (his sins) for yourself.

( ^ ) - 5 2 )  W h a t are th e  precise ru les o f  advice an d  th e  actual

lim its o f  advice? W h a t are those  th ings th a t advice m ust be in 
accordance to , as it relates to  th e  prev ious question?

A
j l j l -52) Shaykh W a see ’-ullaah A b b aas resp o n d ed : Likewise,

we have som e you th  th a t  are very hasty, stric t an d  severe. T hey  
d em o n stra te  excessive harshness u p o n  th e  peop le  w h en  giving the  
advice w ith o u t correc t and  p ro p e r steps.
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W e m ust m ake D a’wah (the call to  Islaam) w ith  w isdom  w ith  w hich 
you are o rdered , as A llaah co m m an d ed  you to  m ake D a’wah  w ith 
w isdom . It is n o t th a t  you give advice to  som eone  once, twice or 
th ree  tim es, you give advice to  a person , and  th is is fo u n d  in  the  
Q u r ’aan in  Sooratul-Ghashiyyah an d  o th e r places in the  Q u r ’aan 
w here A llaah says,

_  ’  -  t  i
o ; C.-AJ

“You are not a watcher over them.”
[Sooratul-G haashiyah (88): 22]

You give the  advice once, twice, an d  you keep giving it un til, Inshaa 
Allaah  it has som e affect u p o n  th is person . W e have th e  exam ple o f 
th e  P ro p h e t M in his D a’wah, an d  th e  affect th a t it had . A t the  
begin ing  o f  his D a’wah the  people rejected h im , and  they refused 
h im , an d  they looked  at h im  as if he M annoyed  them . B ut slowly, 
A llaah placed Islaam  in to  th e  hearts o f  th e  people. So it is u p o n  
you to  be co n tin u o u s  in  your advice in  o rd e r for A llaah to  allow 
h im  to  accept your advice. T h is  is th e  way o f  D a’wah and  w isdom .

T h ere  are m any groups in this Dunyaa (world) and  th e  p o in t is th a t 
a person  w ho is lim ited  in his know ledge stays away from  these 
groups. T h e  s tu d e n t in  th e  beg inn ing  stages o f  know ledge does n o t 
go to  these groups. T h e  s tu d e n t is unab le  to  d istingu ished  and  
d iscern  betw een w hat is co rrect an d  incorrect; he does n o t go to  
these groups unless he seeks perm ission  o r som e type o f  advice from  
the  Kibaarul-'Ulamaa (m ajor scholars). If a m ajor scholar gives h im  
advice and  he has the  ability, th e n  he goes. If  th a t is n o t the  case, 
th en  he  stays away from  them . As for th e  m ajor scholar, the  person  
w ho is well learned  an d  firm ly g ro u n d ed , it is unnecessary  for h im  
to  boycott groups and  n o t call th em  to the  way o f  th e  Salaf.
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As for the  leaders o f  those groups, he sh o u ld  go to  th e ir  places and  
clarify the  issues accord ing  to  th e  M anhaj (m ethodology) o f  th e  Salaf. 
It is n o t perm issable for th e  beg inner, n o r  for th e  scholar to  totally 
rem ove h im self and  boyco tt th e  people like this. N o t giving th em  
the  Salaams and  w hat is sim ilar to  th is an d  likewise if o n e  o f  th em  
dies he does n o t a tten d  th e  funeral an d  o th e r th ings o f  th is  na tu re . 
T h is is due  to  th em  still being  M uslim s as long  as they are in  th e  
realm  o f  Islaam. How ever, as for th e  p o in t o f  studying an d  taking 
know ledge from  these people, th e n  no.

My parting  advice is for th e  y o u th  to  n o t to  speak ill o f  th e  scholars, 
n o r speak ill o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa, even if they  have m ade som e m istakes. 
As long as they love the  ‘Aqeedah (creed) o f  th e  Salaf an d  th e  Manhaj 
(m ethodology) o f  the  Salaf and  if they  have m ade som e errors, do  
n o t to  speak m alevolently  ab o u t th em  as th is cou ld  en te r  in to  
backbiting. D o n o t occupy yourself w ith  speaking  excessively ab o u t 
th em  (their m istakes). If they  m ake a m istake here  o r they have an 
erro r there , th en  ju st n o te  it. D o n o t busy yourselves w ith  constan tly  
talk ing ab o u t the  (errors) o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa. As for th e  perso n  w ho 
openly  an d  outw ardly  sins, th e n  th is is d iffe ren t.

D o n o t to  speak ab o u t th e  scholars if they  m ake erro rs so long  as 
they are scholars o f  th e  Salaf, scholars o f  th e  Sunnah and  do  n o t 
divide th e ir sta tem en ts and  sp lit u p  th e  w ord  o f  th e  scholars an d  do 
n o t speak ab o u t th em  an d  busy yourselves w ith  m aking ill speech o f 
them . For exam ple, som e o f  o u r  ‘Ulamaa o f  th e  past from  the  
‘Ulamaa o f  th e  Salaf w ould  take som e Ahaadeeth  from  som e 
narra to rs  even if they were n o t precise, o r  if they m ade m istakes in 
som e o th e r Ahaadeeth from  o th e r n arra to rs .

Likewise I advise all o f  us to  be far (rem oved) from  issuing a Fativa 
(religious verdict) ab o u t anyth ing , giving a ru ling  an d  a verd ic t for 
this and  th a t because o u r know ledge is m inuscu le. R ather, we
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re tu rn  back to  th e  ‘Ulamaa an d  we ask th em  for th e ir Fataaiva. For 
exam ple, if you read in  a tran sla tio n  o f  a bo o k  o r so m eth in g  like 
Shaykh ibn  Baaz, Shaykh ibnul-‘U thaym een , o r o th e r th a n  them  
from  th e  scholars o f  th e  Salaf do  n o t p u t any th ing  in  th e  tran sla tio n  
th a t is n o t in the  orig inal text, do  n o t m ake any ad d itions to  the  
orig inal text and  do  n o t speak ab o u t so m eth in g  if you are asked 
ab o u t a ruling. W h a t is u p o n  us is to  re tu rn  back to  th e  scholars 
an d  n o t to  m ake ourselves law givers, o r a M uftee (one w ho gives a 
ru ling  by issuing Fataawa).

Likewise if som eone  is co m m ittin g  w ha t is H araam  (p roh ib ited ) and  
we are asked so m eth in g  an d  we do  n o t know  (the answ er) o r  we 
have to  review som eth ing , th en  we com e back th e  nex t day, o r the 
th ird  day, o r like this, u n til we find  th e  correc t answ er and  we do  
n o t speak ab o u t these affairs and  m ake ourselves people w ho give a 
Fatwa w ith o u t know ledge. D o n o t to  p u t any th ing  th a t  is n o t in  the  
tran sla tio n , o r n o t from  w hat you are reading, ju st leave it as it is. If 
you are asked ab o u t so m eth in g  you do  n o t know  th en  you are to  ask 
the  ‘Ulamaa, do  n o t m ake yourself th e  person  w ho gives the  Fatwa. 
T hus, it is u p o n  us to  re tu rn  back to  the  scholars and  n o t to  m ake 
ourselves law givers.

86



Islaamic Rulings for Incarcerated Muslims: Volume O ne

C h a p t e r  16 

Q uestions related to  G angs

^ ^ ^ - 5 3 )  In  th e  U n ited  S tates o f  A m erica, th e re  are non-Islam ic

radical groups e ru p tin g  from  o n e  en d  o f  th e  co u n try  to  th e  o th er. 
O n e  g roup  in particu la r is involved in  d ru g  selling, unlaw ful 
killings, robberies, oppression , k id n ap p in g , an d  a w ide array o f 
o th e r crim es o n  all levels.

T h e ir creed is based o n  an  acronym  w hich  spells o u t [B .L .O .O .D . - 
B rotherly  Love O verrides O p p re ss io n  an d  D estruction]. T h e ir 
Manhaj (m ethodology) is specific to  w ha t is m en tio n ed  above, and  
they have to  ad h ere  to  th e  com m an d s o f  th e ir  leaders. A lso ,the ir 
in itia tio n  cou ld  be from  h arm in g  o r k illing  a M uslim  o r th e  general 
people. T h is  is a grow ing p ro b lem  o f  great m agn itude  here  in  th e  
U .S.A ..

U n fo rtu n a te ly  m any o f  th e  M uslim  y o u th  o f  th is  co u n try  have 
faithfully accepted th e  creed o f  th is non-Islaam ic radical g roup  o r 
th e ir likes and  live th e ir lives ab id ing  by th e  creed o f  these groups 
an d  refuse to  ab an d o n  th a t creed. T h e  M uslim s have been  advising 
th e  M uslim  you th  to  d en o u n c e  th is behavior, b u t it has been  to  no  
avail. T hey  believe it is perm issib le to  follow th e  creed  o f  Islaam 
an d  follow  th e  creed o f  th is non-Islaam ic radical g roup  and  w hen  
you advise th em  against th is behav io r they say, I believe in A llaah 
and  I am  still a M uslim .

My q u estio n  is because o f  th e ir allegiance to  th e  Kuffaar (non- 
M uslim s) an d  th e ir  creed: do  we allow th em  to  offer Salaat (prayer) 
in congregation  w ith  us an d  a tten d  Jum u’ah? D o we give them
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Salaams o r respond  to  Salaams from  them ? S h o u ld  we boycott them ? 
S h o u ld  we offer Janaazah (funeral prayer) for th em  (w hen they die)? 
A re they considered  apostates?

AjL j L'53) S h a y k h ‘Um ar aS'Sumaalee:

Yes.

C . ^ - 5 4 )  D o we give th em  Salaams o r respond  to  Salaams from  

them ?

jAl-54) Yes.

^ ^ ^ - 5 5 )  S h o u ld  we boyco tt them ?

A
jL I l-55) As for youth from am ong them , we should be cordial

to  th em  and  give th em  Naseehah (advice) as m uch  as possible. T h e  
o ld er ones o f  th em  we shou ld  n o t becom e friendly  w ith . W e sh o u ld  
give th em  Naseehah and  keep o u r d istance, and  bew are o f  them  
because they are o f th e  age to  know  th e  effects o f  th e ir crim inal 
actions.
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C ^ ^ - 5 6 )  S hou ld  we offer Janaazah (the  funeral paryer) for 

th em  (w hen they die)?

A
j L j l -56) Yes. If an o th e r g roup  o f  th e  M uslim s, o th e r th an  the

Salafees are w illing to  perfo rm  th e ir Janaazah, th is is best; b u t if no t, 
it is in cu m b en t u p o n  us an d  is Fard Kifayah (an obligatory 
responsib ility  in w hich, if a g roup  o f  M uslim s perfo rm s it, it lifts the  
responsib ility  from  th e  rest o f  th e  M uslim s ob ligation  to  perfo rm  it).

C ^ - 5 7 )  A re they considered  apostates?

A
x \ . - 5 7 )  N o. T hese peop le  are to  be considered  m em bers o f a

gang. If they were k now n  to  be M uslim s an d  th e n  w en t o n  to  jo in  
this gang, we still m ust consider th em  to  be M uslim s, we do  n o t 
know  w hat is in  th e ir hearts. F rom  th e  acts th a t they are a ttrib u ted  
w ith , th e  m em bers o f  th is gang are crim inals, an d  as such, if it were 
allow ed, th en  they shou ld  be p u n ish ed ; b u t we know  th a t we are n o t 
allow ed to  p u n ish  th em  in th e  land  o f  th e  non-M uslim s. W e m ust 
give th em  Naseehah (advice), w ith  Sabr (patience).

c
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C h a p t e r  1 7

Q uestions related to  N on-M uslim  H olidays

^ ^ ) - 5 8 )  T h e  p risoners in th e  U n ited  States, they have

C h ris tian s  an d  vo lun teers w ho com e in to  the  p rison  w ho d is trib u te  
gifts a t C hristm as tim e like clo th ing , sweets, and  th e  like. T hey 
com e to  o u r d o o r and  they shake o u r hands, they greet us and  they 
d is trib u te  these th ings. W h a t is the  ru ling  on  tak ing  these gifts and  
greeting them  o n  th a t day?

AJ L j L '58) Shaykh W asee -ullaah ‘A bbaas responded : First,

regarding the  greeting. It is n o t perm issib le for us to  greet th em  
specifically o n  C hristm as, n o r do  we accept th a t they greet us o n  
w hat is believed to  be the  b irthday  o f th e  P ro p h e t ^  because n e ith e r 
on e  o f  th em  is a legislated occasion. So from  th a t s tan d p o in t is the  
food and  d rin k , if it is in  the  nam e o f  ‘Eesaa (Jesus), p resen ted  for 
the  sake o f  ‘Eesaa, slaugh tered  for th e  sake o f ‘Eesaa >& o r given in 
the  nam e o f  'Eesaa, o r any th ing  resem bling  this, th e n  it sh o u ld  be 
rejected. T h a t is because these th ings have been  given w ith  
co n n ec tio n  to  th e ir belief, so they sh o u ld  be rejected.

However, if w hat is being given from  clo th ing , food, and  w hatever 
resem bles them , an d  n o n e  o f  these gifts are connected  w ith  th e ir 
belief; ra th e r from  happiness, joy an d  the  likes and  they give it to  
the  M uslim s o n  th is occasion, th en  we accept it from  th e  s tan d p o in t 
o f  accepting gifts. T h e  P ro p h e t accepted gifts from  Yahood (Jews) 
and  he ate th e ir food, an d  so on . So, th ere  is n o th in g  w rong  w ith  us 
accepting th e ir gifts w hen  th ere  is n o th in g  co n n ected  to  th e ir beliefs
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o r d o n e  in  the  nam e o f  ‘Eesaa So, if these (gifts) are n o t 
co n n ec ted  to  any o f  th a t, th ere  is n o th in g  w rong  w ith  it.

A boo  T asneem  D aaw ood A deeb  stated: T h ere  are som e verses in  the  
Bible ind icating  th a t they p resen t these gifts an d  spread  it due to  the  
b elief o f  th e  com ing  o f  th e  b ir th  o f  an  llaah (god) an d  its based 
u p o n  d isbelief th a t they d is trib u te  these gifts.

T h e  Shaykh responded : T h is does n o t really m atter. T h is is n o t 
re levant to  th e  issue unless it is so m eth in g  th a t  is k now n  to  be 
perfo rm ed  in th e  nam e o f ‘Eesaa >fcS o r they cook so m eth in g  and  
say th a t it is going to  be a charity  in  th e  n am e o f  ‘Eesaa for the  
M uslim s, th en  it becom es a p rob lem . O th e r  th an  th a t, if it is n o t 
for such particu la r reasons, th e n  it is acceptable. W h a t is 
unaccep tab le , is fo r us to  go in to  a particu la r place an d  for th em  to 
be singing gospel songs o r so m eth in g  like it, an d  fo r us to  sit and  to 
listen  to  th a t type o f  foolishness. A t th a t p o in t, we have becom e 
involved in som e type o f  ce lebration . So if th e  case is n o t like th a t 
an d  if they are general gifts based o n  a happy occasion w ith  n o n e  o f 
these m atters a ttached  to  it, th e n  it is perfectly acceptable fo r us to 
take th e ir gifts.

c
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C h a p t e r  18

Q uestions related to  using C igarettes as a form  
of C u rrency

0 ^ - 5 9 )  W h a t is th e  ru ling  for using cigarettes for money?

A
j L j L-59) Shaykh A hm ad  Bazm ool responded : T his is n o t

perm issib le because it is a tran sac tio n  o f  so m eth in g  th a t is n o t 
perm issible. W h e n  A llaah has p ro h ib ited  som eth ing , he  also has 
p ro h ib ited  th e  price o f  th a t th ing . For exam ple, A llaah has 
p ro h ib ited  Khamr (e.g. alcohol, drugs and  o th e r in toxicants), so 
m aybe a person  th inks, ‘1 do  n o t d rin k  Khamr, I am  just going to  sell 
it .’ T h e  person  is p ro h ib ited  from  d rin k in g  th e  Khamr and  also 
from  m aking profits from  it by selling it o r buying it. It w ould  only 
be perm issible if he feared for h im self degen era tio n  o r h im  n o t 
being able to  survive unless he used these cigarettes as som e m oney 
to  buy basic necessities like food, etc. T h is  is based o n  the  correct 
po sitio n  o f  th e  ‘Ulamaa th a t cigarette sm oking  is Haraam.

0 3  £ 0
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C h a p t e r  19

Q uestions related to  the N a tio n  of Islaam

C ^ ^ - 6 0 )  M em bers o f  th e  N a tio n  o f  Islaam  are starting  to  visit

th e  M asajid o f  the  Salafees. A lth o u g h  this g roup  considers 
them selves to  be M uslim s, they believe th a t A llaah was person ified  
as Fard M u h am m ad  (i.e. incarnate). It is good th a t they are com ing 
and  listen ing  to  the  tru th , b u t my q u estio n  is sh o u ld  we allow th em  
to  pray w ith  us w ith  th is inco rrec t ‘Aqeedah (creed) for th e  sake o f 
D a’wah (calling th em  to Islaam) so as n o t to  h u r t  th e ir feelings and  
ru n  th em  away as som e b ro th ers  feel? O r  sh o u ld  we rem ove th em  
from  the  rows and  explain to  th em  why (we rem oved them ) from  
th e  Q ur’aan an d  Sunnah? Please clarify for us th e  correc t th in g  to  
do?

A
j l j L'60) Shaykh A b d u llaah  al-B ukhaaree answ ered: If these

peop le  are com ing  to  learn  ab o u t the  correc t Aqeedah  (creed o r 
beliefs) th en  they sh o u ld  n o t be rem oved. T hey believe th a t  they  are 
M uslim s even th o u g h  they are no t. So they  sh o u ld  be trea ted  as the  
M unaafiqoon 35 w ere trea ted  at th e  tim e o f  the  P ro p h e t T h e  
hypocrites prayed in  the  ranks o f  th e  M uslim s an d  they w ere well

,s E d ito r’s no te : T he  Shaykh is referring  to  the hypocrites w ho outw ardly 
expressed belief in  Islaam by th e ir ac tions yet they disbelieved in Islaam and  hated  
it in  th e ir hearts, and  A llaah know s best.
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k now n  to  th e  M essenger $£ as well as H udhayfah  4®. 36 T hey shou ld  
be tau g h t and  allowed to  pray w ith  th e  M uslim s.

A
. t A . '6 0 b )  T his q u estio n  was also posed to  Shaykh M u h am m ad

b in  H aadee an d  he answ ered: T hey  sh o u ld  be allow ed to  pray 
initially if they are com ing to  learn  ab o u t th e  correct ‘AqeecLah. T h e  
first th in g  th a t they sh o u ld  be tau g h t ab o u t is th e  falseness o f  the  
‘Aqeedah o f  Elijah M u h am m ad  and  the  tru th  ab o u t Islaam. So if 
they accept w ha t is tau g h t to  them , they will en te r in to  th e  fold o f  
Islaam  and  if no t, th e n  they sh o u ld  n o t be allow ed to  pray w ith  th e  
M uslim s.

Shaykh M u h am m ad  b in  H aadee was th e n  asked, H ow  long sh o u ld  
th e  M uslim s be p a tien t w ith them ?

T h e  Shaykh replied: As long as it takes to  teach  th em  th a t w hich  is 
co rrect an d  th e  p ro o f  is established.

T h e  Shaykh was th en  asked, If rem oving th em  is going to  cause 
bigger problem s, perhaps lead ing  to  th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  the  
au tho rities , the  M uslim s n o t being able to  use th e  m asjid, o r o th e r 
th an  th a t, w ha t sh o u ld  be done?

T h e  Shaykh replied: It is a m ust to  weigh th e  b en e fit an d  the  harm  
in th e  likes o f  these s itua tions an d  for th e  M uslim  to  have foresight. 
So if rem oving  th em  is going to  b ring  a greater evil, patience m ust 
be enacted . A n d  A llaah know s best.

E dito r’s note: T hat is the Messenger o f Allaah % knew w ho they were and he later 
told Hudhayfah their names yet they were never persecuted by the Prophet % o r by 
H udhayfah because they outwardly professed Islaam. A nd Allaah knows best.
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Glossary

‘Aqeedah: T h e  creed and  beliefs o f  a person , usually referring  to  

th e  correc t be lie f in A llaah, His angels, H is books, H is M essengers, 

the  last day, an d  in A llaah ’s pre-decree o f  everything, th e  good  and  

bad.

Fataawaa: T h e  p lu ral form  o f  Fatwaa, a religious verdict, o r  edict. 

Iblees: T h e  p ro p e r nam e o f  Satan.

Imaam: A  leader o r  scholar.

Jaahiliyyah: A  pre-Islaam ic state o f  ignorance.

Manhaj: A  way o r m ethodology.

Muftee: A  person  capable o f  issuing religious verdicts, o r  Fataawaa. 

A  Muftee m ust m eet ce rta in  co n d itio n s  37 before he  o r she is 

qualified  to  issue verdicts based u p o n  th e  Islaam ic legislation.

Qur’aan: T h e  actual speech o f  A llaah, revealed to  H is M essenger 

and  final P rophet, M u h am m ad  M- It is th e  final, un crea ted  

revelation  from  A llaah to  all h um an ity , b eg in n in g  w ith  Soorah a l  

Faatihah an d  co n c lu d in g  w ith  Soorah an-Naas.

,7 Shaykh M uham m ad  Ibn  Saalih al-‘U thaym een  m en tions som e co n d itio n s for 
the perm issibility, and  at tim es the obligation , o f  issuing Fataawaa in  his book, “al- 
Usool min 71m al-Usool. ”

95



Islaamic Rulings for Incarcerated Muslims: Volume O ne

Ramadhaan: T h e  n in th  m o n th  in  th e  Islaam ic ca lendar in  w hich  

m ost M uslim s are req u ired  to  fast th ro u g h o u t its days.

Salaf (as-Salaf as-Saalih): Literally, predecessors. It is a term  referring  

to  th e  first th ree  best generations o f  Islaam: T h e  P ro p h e t M an d  his 

C o m p an io n s, th e  successors to  th e  C o m p an io n s , and  th e  s tu d en ts  

o f  those successors. See also th e  sim ilar and  com plim en tary  term , 

Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah.

Salafee: A  person  w ho ascribes and  follows th e  way o f  the  Salaf - the  

P ro p h e t % and  his C o m p an io n s  an d  those  w ho follow ed th em  in 

righteousness.

Shirk: A scribing p artn e rs  to  A llaah in His lo rdsh ip , regard ing  His 

nam es and  attribu tes, o r  in acts o f  w orsh ip  th a t are due  only  to  

A llaah. T h e  opposite  o f  Shirk is Taivheed.

Sunnah: U sually referring  to  the  way o r m ethodology o f  the  

P ro p h e t M u h am m ad  includ ing  his s ta tem ents, actions, o r 

approvals.

Tafseer: A n exp lanation  o f  th e  m eanings o f  the  Q u r ’aan.

Tawheed: Shaykh M u h am m ad  Ibn  Saalih al-'U thaym een  defined  

Tawhecd as, S ingling o u t A llaah alone in any th ing  th a t is specific to 

H im  regard ing  His L ordship , His sole righ t to  be w orsh ipped  alone, 
o r  His nam es an d  attribu tes. 38

w See Shaykh Ibn  al-‘U th ay m een ’s explanation  o f  “Kitaab at-Tawheed” (by 
M uham m ad  Ibn ‘A bdul-W ahhaab) titled , “al-Qawl al-Mufeed ‘alaa Kitaab at- 
Tawheed. ”
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