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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, Bestower of Mercy
Introduction

All praise is for Allah. We praise Him with an abundant, beautiful
and blessed praise, as our Lord loves and is pleased with. We praise
Him (J%%4:2) and we cannot count the praises that He deserves. He
sent His Prophet Muhammad (iz.&4f) with guidance and the
religion of truth, so that it may be victorious over all religions. He was
pleased with Islam as his religion, and He made his character that of the
Qur’an. He bestowed upon him noble characteristics, and then He

praised him by saying:

“And verily, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted
standard of character.” [Al-Qalam: 64:4]

I testify that none deserves to be worshipped except Allah, alone having
no partners. To Him belongs the creation and the command. In His
hand is all good, and He is All-Able to do everything. He gives to
whom He wills out of His bounty, and He prevents whom He wills
out of His complete justice. He distributed between the people their
qualities just as He distributed between them their provisions, and He
made al-Mustafa’s (Jzss54() share of provisions sufficient. However,
He made his character the most perfect, the best and most complete of
characters.

IPage5
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“That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on
whom He is pleased with. And Allah is the Owner of
Great Bounty. [Al-Hadid: 57:21]

I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger, His Khalil
and His chosen one from His creation. Allah sent him to all humanity
to restore through him the relationship of the heavens with the earth
(ie. the relationship of the creation with their Creator). So He sent
down upon him the Book (i.e. the Qur’an), confirming that which has
been revealed in the previous scriptures and as an authority over them.
He made him the seal of the Messengers, and He made his book the
seal of the other books, and He has made it an everlasting miracle.

Through him Allzh guided the people to the straight path, and warned
them from the paths which will lead them to the blazing fire. Through
him Allah took them out of the darkness and into the light and from
their hearts being in a state of anguish and them constantly turning to
different deities of worship to [a state of] solace and firmness upon the
worship of the Creator of the heavens and the earth. Allih greatly
favored him and perfected the blessings bestowed upon him, as He sent
him to perfect the lofty characteristics.

O Allah, send prayers and blessings upon your slave and Messenger,
our Prophet Muhammad (z.4(§2), his family and his companions
whom Allzh chose to accompany him and to spread his Sunnah, those
whom He made the foremost chosen ones and the selected devoted
ones; and upon those who tread their paths, follow their way and
proceed in their footsteps, clinging on to their traditions, (those) whose

IPage6
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hearts are filled with love for them, whose tongues are always moist
with mentioning them in good and that which is appropriate
concerning them, praising them with what they deserve and
supplicating for them with that which Allah has taught us in His
statement:
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“Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have
preceded us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any
hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.” [Al-Hashr:
50:10]

To proceed: As for the subject of this talk, then it is a talk which is
beloved to the believing souls, and it is entitled: A Glimpse at some of
the Characteristics of the Noble Messenger (Jzs%4(k). How could the
talk about the characteristics of a Prophet whom Allah sent as a mercy
to the whole of mankind not be beloved to the souls? A Prophet who
we will not be believers until he is more beloved to us than ourselves,
our parents and the whole of mankind.

A Prophet who none of us will truly believe until our desires are in
accordance to that which he came with (Jz:&4f). A Prophet whom
whoever does not send salutations upon when he is mentioned in their
presence, may they be humiliated. May Allah send prayers and
salutations upon him, his family, his companions and his followers until
the Day of Resurrection.

IPage7



A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Likewise, I apologize ahead of time for falling short in not giving this
great subject, which I have chosen and wish to speak about, its due
right. I believe that giving it its due right, in reality, is something very
rare, if not impossible. However, it is a humble effort, and as it is said:
“When a matter cannot be achieved in totality, it should not be left off
altogether.’

I'ask Allah the Most Great, Lord and Possessor of everything to give us
all the success to implement the mannerism of this noble Prophet
(Asss24fi) and bless us to lead a life of Islam which He is pleased for us
as a religion, until He causes us to die upon it. Verily, He is in charge
of that and All Capable of doing so, and there is no power nor might
except with Him.

Before we begin this subject, I see it is necessary to speak generally

about the dire need of the sending of the Messenger ({uukdfz) to
humanity, Allah choosing him as a Messenger, the disbelievers
opposing that, the enormous blessing upon the people by him being
sent, and to also give some examples about matters and characteristics
that occurred as a prelude and preparation for him being sent [to
mankind as a Messenger].

|[Pages
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The Dire Need for Him to Be Sent as a
Messenger (Ja5:54)

How plentiful are the blessings of Allah on His slaves! How much are
they in need of thanking Him (J%%:2) always and forever upon these
blessing, which He has bestowed upon them in His statement:

= rd A v 27
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“And if you count the Blessings of Allah, never will you
be able to count them.” [Ibrahim: 14:34]

And His statement:
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“And whatever of blessings and good things you have,
it is from Allah.” [Al-Nahl: 16:53]

The greatest blessing Allah has bestowed upon this nation is that He
sent to them His noble Messenger Muhammad (fzs.kéife) to guide to
everything beneficial during his lifetime and in the future, and to warn
them from every harmful thing in this life and in the hereafter. He sent
him at a time of a break (in the series) of the Messengers and when
there were no remnants of the previous scriptures. In a time where

IPage9
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misguidance prevailed and ignorance blinded, and mankind reached
the depths of lowliness in regards to their belief, customs and manners.
Through the Messenger Allah took them out from the deep pit of
misguidance and raised them to the pinnacle of knowledge and
guidance. Through him He removed from the souls their attachment
to other than their Creator and Originator (§%:2) and He turned
them towards Him with their heart and soul, so there will not remain
inside of them any love for other than Him (d&%z2). Rather, they are
filled with loving Him, fearing Him, having hope in Him, relying
solely upon Him, turning in repentance to Him, having submission to
His commands and staying away from all the things He prohibited.

’23‘ —_—
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Some of the Diseases of the Hearts That Were
Prevalent Before He Was Sent (Jzs.k4{iz) and
How He Cured Them

llah created mankind consisting of two things: a body and soul.

He made for both of them that which gives them nourishment
and makes them grow. He pointed out the ways of treatment which
cure them both if some type of sickness or illness befalls them. Thus,
He has heavily showered His blessings upon His slaves and said:

Lz e N SIGE i

“He it is Who created for you all that is on earth.”
[Al- Baqarah: 2:29]

As for the soul, then the diseases were deep rooted prior to his sending
(Jzs#4(), to the extent that they were similar to the dead. So Allah
gave them life with the guidance and light He sent His Prophet
(Jasstedfle) with:
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“Is he who was dead (without Faith by ignorance and
disbelief) and We gave him life (by knowledge and
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Faith) and set for him a light (of Belief) whereby he can
walk amongst men - like him who is in the darkness
(of disbelief, polytheism and hypocrisy) from which he

can never come out?” [Al An‘am: 6:122]

He (d&;%:2) explained that the cure for their sickness and banisher of
their illness is only with that which Allah sent down upon Muhammad
(Azsuife). He (355852) said:

saru Mo A VS S TTd 7
{ u\'./.g_,a-u Af))i\.ﬂu:&bu\wﬂwdﬂ) }

“And We send down from the Qur’an that which is a
healing and a mercy to those who believe.” [Al-Isra:
17:82]

And He (i&5s:2) said:
{ Gy LB S By

“Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a
healing.” [Al Fussilat: 41:44]

Yes, Allah indeed sent His Prophet (i) to a society where
sicknesses of the heart, although upon different levels, were
widespread. No doubt, the greatest of these sicknesses is the hearts
being attached to other than Allah, and to turn His sole rights (485:2)
to others besides Him from His creation. So he (Azsufetiic) treated this
dangerous disease and chronic sickness by firstly annihilating it and
purifying the hearts from its filth and then busying them and filling

|Page12
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them with love for Allah, fear of Him, having hope in Him and
singling Him out with worship, alone having no partners.

This is because He (J&%522) is alone in creating and bringing things
into existence from nothing. Therefore, He is the only one deserving
to be worshipped alone and none is to be worshipped with Him,
whatever that may be.

Whilst treading this path, he (Jsudfle) encountered from the
disbelievers many different types of harm, yet he was patient until he

became victorious with the aid and support of Allah. Thus, the ending
was in his favor and favor of those who helped him:

¥ eSS x5 50T
{08

“But honor, power and glory belong to Allah, His
Messenger (Muhammad and to the believers.” [Al-
Munafigiin: 63:8]

And Allah says:

{ gl iin.;i”}

“And the good end is for the pious.”
[Ta Ha: 20:132]

[Pagel3
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He also encountered from them different types of opposition and
harshness. Allah made this clear in His Mighty Book in Siirah al-Hijr,
al-Isra and other Siirahs from the Qur’an. From that is what Allih
mentioned concerning them in Siirah $ad when He, the Mighty and
Majestic said:
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"Has he made the (gods) (all) into One (God). Verily,
this is a curious thing! And the leaders among them
went about (saying): "Go on, and remain constant to
your (gods)! Verily, this is a thing designed (against
you)! We have not heard (the like) of this in the
religion of these later days). This is nothing but an

invention! "Has the Reminder been sent down to him
(alone) from among us?" [Sad: 38: 5-8]

That which made them say this statement was arrogance and envy.
Similar to this statement of what Allah narrated from the disbelievers
of Quraysh is what Allah (§%x:2) mentioned in Sirah al-Qamar
regarding the people of Salih when He said:

|Page14
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Thamiid (people also) belied the warnings. For they
said: "A man, alone among us - shall we follow him?
Truly then we should be in error and distress (or
madness)!" "Is it that the Reminder is sent to him
(Prophet Saalih (peace be upon him)) alone from
among us? Nay, he is an insolent liar!" [Al-Qamar:
54:23-25]

From the most outstanding ways that he (izdfle) treated this
sickness, which is the greatest sickness of all, is by compelling the
disbelievers to single Allah out in worship due to their
acknowledgement of Him (J&%:2) being alone in His Ribibiyah
(Lordship). I will suffice with using the example of some verses, which
clarify this path with the utmost clarification, and this is found in His
statement, the Exalted:
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“Is Allah better, or (all) that you ascribe as partners (to
Him)? Is not He (better than your gods) Who created
the heavens and the earth, and sends down for you
water (rain) from the sky, whereby We cause to grow
wonderful gardens full of beauty and delight? It is not
in your ability to cause the growth of their trees. Is
there any ilah (god) with Allah? Nay, but they are a
people who ascribe equals (to Him)! Is not He (better
than your gods) Who has made the earth as a fixed
abode, and has placed rivers in its midst, and has placed
firm mountains therein, and has set a barrier between
the two seas (of salt and sweet water) Is there any ilah
(god) with Allah? Nay, but most of them know not. Is
not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the
distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who
removes the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth,
generations after generations? Is there any ilah (god)
with Allah? Little is that you remember! Is not He
(better than your gods) Who guides you in the

|Pageis
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darkness of the land and the sea, and Who sends the
winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His
Mercy (rain)? Is there any ilah (god) with Allah? High
Exalted is Allah above all that they associate as partners
(to Him)! Is not He (better than your so-called gods)
Who originates creation, and shall thereafter repeat it,
and Who provides for you from heaven and earth? Is
there any ilah (god) with Allah? Say: "Bring forth your
proofs, if you are truthful." [Al-Naml: 27: 59-64]

Likewise, the amazing depiction and profound example that Allah
(d6;%=:) mentioned in Siirah al-Hajj regarding the helplessness of the
objects which they associate with Allah.

Allah said:

O mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to
it (carefully): Verily those on whom you call besides
Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, even though they
combine together for the purpose. And if the fly
snatches away a thing from them, they will have no
power to release it from the fly. So weak are (both) the
seeker and the sought. They have not estimated Allah

I[Pagel7
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His Rightful Estimate. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty. [Al-Hajj: 22:73-74]

Also from the diseases that he ({z4(le) cured with his wisdom was
oppression, tyranny, mistreatment of the poor and boasting of descent
and lineage. He spread amongst them justice and spread amongst them
tranquility and stability. The criterion of merit between them became
piety and fear of Allah, instead of considering it to be on account of
descent and lineage. He (Jz.f4(t) did indeed announce this plain and
clear during the farewell Hajj in the greatest gathering he ever
witnessed (Jzs«kdfle) whereas he said:

YT e 5y Y 5 e o o i 9 3
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“Behold! An Arab does not have any merit over the
non-Arab or a black person over a white except with
piety. The best of you before Allah is the one who has
the most piety.” '

When the issue of the woman from the tribe of al-Makhziim who stole
reached him (Jz.4fe), he commanded that her hand be cut off, Upon
this Usimah Ibn Zayd went to him (to intercede for her) and he
(ki) rejected that from him. Then he (zui4fz) said his famous
statement which established the extent of this justice:

! Reported by Ahmad from the Hadith of Abii Nadrah. Also see Sahih al-
Targhib 2964.

[Page18
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“By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad
stole, I would cut off her hand.”

Furthermore, he mentioned to Usimah Ibn Zayd that turning away
from justice is a reason for the previous nations being destroyed, as he
said:

S B3l 057 iyl b 5 13] 196 el K08 el )
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“Those before you were destroyed because if a noble
from amongst them stole they would leave him be; and
if someone of lowly descent stole they would establish
upon him the prescribed punishment.”

When he distributed the spoils of war from the battle of Hunayn — and
it was given to the majority of its recipients to soften their hearts — the
Angsar (#24i5) held some sadness in their hearts because he did not give
them what he gave the rest of the people. So he (iz.dfe) came to
them and said:

D gleb e 5 5 Kl i 2875 5 A Slag Il ST
g

“Did I not come to you (when you were in a state of)
misguidance, so by me Allah guided you? And you

! Reported by Muslim No. 1688 and Bukhari No. 3288 from the Hadith of
‘A’ishah.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

were all divided, so by me He brought you together?

And you all were destitute, so by me He made you
rich?™

Allah reminded them of this blessing in His Mighty Book and that it is
from the greatest of blessings upon them, as He said:
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“And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allzh
(i.e. this Qur'an), and be not divided among yourselves,
and remember Allah's Favor on you, for you were
enemies one to another but He joined your hearts
together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren

(in Islamic Faith), and you were on the brink of a pitof
Fire, and He saved you from it.” [Al-Imran: 3:103]

And He ({5%s:2) said:
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! Reported by Bukhari (no. 4330).
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“And if they intend to deceive you, then verily, Allah
is All-Sufficient for you. He it is Who has supported
you with His Help and with the believers. And He has
united their (i.e. believers') hearts. If you had spent all
that is in the earth, you could not have united their
hearts, but Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-
Mighty, All-Wise.” [Al-Anfal: 8:62-63]

These are some of the diseases which were widespread prior to him
being sent as Messenger (uskdfle), so Allah favored mankind by
sending His noble Messenger Muhammad (z.&4fz) to transform
them from the lowliness of worshipping the creation to the glory of
obeying the Creator, from oppression, tyranny and shedding blood to
the arena of justice, security and tranquility; and from splitting and
differing to gathering and harmony. From working together on sin
and transgression to working together on righteousness and piety, and
from commanding the evil and forbidding the good to commanding
the good and forbidding the evil. Also from cheating and treachery to
advice and trust, and from feeling sad, having despair and having
opposition to the decree of Allah, to having patience, firmness and
being pleased with what Allah has willed and decreed. In short, from
every harmful thing in this life and in the hereafter to every beneficial
thing in this worldly life and the final abode.
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Therefore, Allah pointed out that He is to be thanked for that by

worshipping Him alone not associating any partners with Him, as has
come in His statement (J%5:2):
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“(It is a great Grace and Protection from Allah), for the
taming of the Quraysh. (And with all those Allah's
Grace and Protections for their taming, We cause) the
caravans to set forth safe in winter (to the south), and
in summer (to the north without any fear). So let them
worship (Allah) the Lord of this House. (He) Who has
fed them against hunger, and has made them safe from
fear.” [Al-Quraysh: 106:1-4]
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Allih Choosing His Prophet (Jssf4i{t-)

Allah (d8e) says:

2 g s s ISP AL
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“And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and
chooses.”[Al-Qasas: 28:68]

This noble verse shows that Allah (%) is the sole Creator. If He
decrees a matter, He only says to it, “Be,” and it is. It also proves that
- those created beings, which He created from nothing, He did not make
them all equal. Rather, He chooses from that what He Wills, and He
has the utmost wisdom in that.

So He chose Muhammad (Jz.ifiz) and preferred him (over the rest
of mankind). He chose his land to be Makkah, may Allah guard it, and
He made it the place for the establishment of His sacred house.
Whoever enters it will feel safety and security. He turned the people’s
heart towards it, and made obligatory on those who are capable to
make the pilgrimage to it.

He forbade hunting game or cutting trees within its boundaries. He
(d%e:2) multiplied the reward of pious actions in Makkah, and He
has warned of disobeying Him therein, and has pointed to the
punishment of those who want evil in the sacred sanctuary (i.e. city of
Makkah) with His statement (168s:2):

IPage23
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“And whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do
wrong, him We shall cause to taste a painful torment.”
[Al Hajj: 22:25]

Following this, is the place to where the Messenger of Allah (z.4f)
migrated: the blessed city of al-Madinah. The Messenger of Allzh
(Assuteie) prohibited cutting its trees or hunting game therein, and he
informed that the prayer is multiplied in his mosque in his statement:

Y Lalgr Lad 530 il o i s (Sitamns (3 5L

“A prayer in my mosque is better than a thousand
prayers in any (mosque) other than it, except the sacred
mosque (in Makkah)”!

Allah (36%522) has also chose the month of Ramadin and gave it
preference over the rest of the months. He also chose from that month
Laylah al-Qadr (the night of decree) and gave it preference over the
rest of the nights. Likewise, He chose from the days the day of ‘Arafah,
and He made it the best of days, just as he chose from the days of the
week, Friday, and made it the best day of the week.

He also chose from the angels, Jibril, Isrifil, and Mika'1l, and put them
in charge of those things, which relate to the various affairs of life. He
chose from mankind his Prophets and Messengers, may He send
salutations on them all, and gave them preference over everyone else;

' Reported by Bukhari (no. 1133) and Muslim (no. 1394) from the Hadith of
Abii Hurairah.
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and He made the best of them the Messengers renowned for their
strong determination’.

He picked the two Khalils, Ibrahim and Muhammad (Jz.&4(z), and
made them the best of the Prophets renowned for their determination.
He made Muhammad (Jzs.%4(k) the better of the two Khalils. He also
made his nation the best of nations. So he (fz.&4fi=) is the leader of the
righteous, the chief of the Messengers, the Khalil of the Lord of the
worlds, and the seal of the Prophets. Through him Allah established the
proof upon the Jinn and mankind. His grave is the first grave, which
will be resurrected when the trumpet is blown, and no one will enter

Paradise before him.

Allah (#s5%s:2) singled him out with the position of praise and glory
(al-Magamul Mahmid), which is when the first and the later
(generations) will praise him — and what is meant by this is the major
intercession. This is where he will ask (permission) for the reckoning
to start, and Adam and the other Messengers of strong determination
will excuse themselves from it. All of them will say, “Myself; myself.
Go to someone else.” Until it comes to him (us«kdfle), so he will say:

W uf

“I have been chosen for it.” 2

' [TN] Ibn Kathir said in his Tafsir (13/56) of Siirah Ahqaf (35), “And they
(i-e. the scholars) have differed with many opinions regarding exactly who the
(Prophets) who are renowned for their determination [Ulu al-‘Azam] are. The
most famous (of opinions) is that they are Niih, Ibrahim, Miisd, Tsa and the
seal of all Prophets Muhammad. Allah has specifically mentioned their names
amongst the other Prophets in two verses in Siirah al-Ahzab and al-Shiira”.

2 Reported by Bukhiari (no. 7072) and Muslim (no. 193) from the Hadith of
Anas Ibn Malik.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

So he will seek permission to intercede and Allzh will accept his
intercession. And Allah (§&%:.) has indeed spoken the truth when
He said,
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“That is the Grace of Allih which He bestows on
whom He is pleased with. And Allzh is the Owner of
Great Bounty.” [Al-Hadid: 57:21]

Allzh has also pointed out in His Mighty Book that He chooses whom
He wills with His statement:
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“Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men.
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.” [Al Hajj: 22:75]

It also has been established in Sahih Muslim and other [collections of
hadith] that the Messenger of Allah (Jz.5(e) said:
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“Verily Allah chose Quraysh from (the lineage of)
Kinanah, and from Quraysh He chose Bani Hashim,
and from Bani Hashim He chose me.™

So as established through the clear wording of this noble hadith, he
(Jesukedfle) reached the pinnacle in terms of having a noble lineage, just
as he reached the peak in regards to nobleness and high status before

Allah.

The Polytheist’s Objection to Allah Choosing
Him as a Messenger (Jasksiflo)

W]men Allah sent His Messenger (Jaafedfle) to the whole of
ankind to guide them by way of him to the straight path, the

disbelievers confronted him with all the harm and resistance they
could, as well as inciting the people against him and cautioning them
from him. They described him with the most heinous descriptions and
said, “He is a soothsayer, and a madman.”

They said (all) this while in fact they were the most knowledgeable
people concerning his radiant, spotless past. However that which
caused them to do this was arrogance and envy. For verily Allah has
informed us of them in His Mighty Book:

o AA?E

Salin W //:}SJ:‘US (’Jul‘. - r—r—“ -~ 0l biyecaly }
2,7 o z % ~« ,// /’: o
KW \GJKA‘,\@\JJJ,Y\, BE 58 r" WA

! Reported by Muslim (no. 2276) from the Hadith of Wathilah Ibn Ashja’.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that
if a warner came to them, they would be more guided
than any of the nations (before them); yet when a
warner (Muhammad (peace be upon him)) came to
them, it increased in them nothing but flight (from the
truth). (They took to flight because of their) arrogance
in the land and their plotting of evil. But the evil plot
encompasses only him who makes it.” [Fatir: 35:42-43]

Allah (3s55%4:2) also said, speaking about them:
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“And they (Arab pagans) wonder that a warner
(Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)) has come
to them from among themselves. And the disbelievers
say: “This (Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him))
is a sorcerer, a liar.” [Sad: 38:4]

Up until He said, when pointing out the envy they had for him
(Asaesfie):
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“Has the Reminder been sent down to him (alone)
from among us?” [Sad: 38:8]

And He (d5585:2) said:
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“And when the truth (this Qur’an) came to them, they
(the disbelievers in this Qur'an) said: “This is magic, and
we disbelieve therein.” [Al-Zukhruf: 43:30]

Then He said, informing about their opposition to Allah in choosing
this noble Messenger (Jzadedife):
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“And they say: ‘Why is not this Qur'an sent down to
some great man of the two towns (Makkah and T4'if)?””
[Al-Zukhruf: 43:31]

So He scolded them regarding that and clarified that the affair is His
affair, the creation is His creation and the virtue is His virtue; He gives
it to whom He wills. He is the Most knowledgeable of whom He
should give His message to. He (J&%4:2) said:
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of your
Lord? It is We Who portion out between them their
livelihood in this world, and We raised some of them
above others in ranks, so that some may employ others
in their work.” [Al-Zukhruf: 43:32]

Similar to this is the statement of His (J5%5x:2):
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“Thus We have tried some of them with others, that
they might say: ‘Is it these (poor believers) that Allah
has favored from amongst us?” Does not Allzh know
best those who are grateful?” [Al-An‘am: 6:53]

And He (%) said:
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“And when Our Clear Verses are recited to them, the
disbelievers say of the truth (this Quran) when it
reaches them: “This is plain magic!’ Or say they: ‘He
(Muhammad (peace be upon him)) has fabricated it.”
[Al-Ahqaf: 46:7]
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Up until He said:
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“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)): ‘I am not a

new thing among the Messengers (of Allah) (i.e. I am
not the first Messenger) And I do not know what will
happen with me or with you.”

And He said:
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“Is it wonder for mankind that We have sent Our
Inspiration to a man from among themselves (i.e.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)) (saying):
‘Warn mankind (of the coming torment in Hell), and
give good news to those who believe (in the Oneness
of Allah and in His Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) that they shall have with their Lord the
rewards of their good deeds?” (But) the disbelievers say:
“This is indeed an evident sorcerer (i.e. Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the Qur’an)!”
[Yanus: 10:2]

IPage3l



A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Al-Hikim collected with a chain, which meets the criterion of Bukhari
and Muslim that Abi Jahl said to the Prophet (fzsuais):

“Verily we do not belie you but we belie that which
you came with.” So Allzh revealed:
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“We know indeed the grief which their words cause
you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) it is not you
that they deny, but it is the Verses (the Qur’an) of Allah
that the Zalimfin (polytheists and wrong-doers) deny.”
[Al An‘am: 6:33] .

It was also reported that al-Akhnas Ibn Shurayq entered upon Abii Jahl
and said:

“O Abul Hakam, inform me about Muhammad. Does
he speak the truth or is he lying, for there is no one
present from Quraysh that will hear our words except
me and you? Upon that Abii Jahl said: ‘Woe to you, by
Allah Muhammad is truthful and has never lied, but if
(the tribe) Bani Qusay remains in charge of supplying
water (for the pilgrims), taking care of the area of (of
the Holy Ka‘bah) and (then) Prophethood (comes from
amongst them) as well, what will the rest of Quraysh
have left for themselves?’

|Page32




A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Then he said: “We and (the tribe) Bani Manaf
competed in regards to nobility. They provided food
(in charity) and so we did so, they paid others debts so
we did the same; and they gave (charity) so we gave.
To the point that we fell to our knees like two
competing race horses (i.e. they were tied in regards to
nobility). So they said: ‘From us is a Prophet who
receives revelation from the heavens. So when will we
obtain that? By Allah we do not believe in him nor
deem him to be truthful.”

This is how envy and arrogance affected these people whom the
Prophet (fusukdfe) called to that in which lies their happiness in this
life and the hereafter. It led them to feign ignorance of the reality of
things and they showed the opposite of what was truly in their hearts.
They said with their mouths that which was not in their hearts,
following in that their leader in misguidance and envy, the cursed Iblis,
as he disobeyed the commandment of his Lord regarding prostrating
to Adam, out of arrogance and envy. His argument was, as he falsely
claimed, that he is better than Adam because he was created from fire
and Adam was created from clay.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

The Blessing of Allah (§5;%x:%) Upon the Jinn
and Mankind by Sending Him (&%) as a

Messenger

Out of the mercy of Allah (J%4:2) on His slaves is that He sent
to them His Messengers as bearers of glad tidings and also
warners. Every time a Prophet died, he was succeeded by another
Prophet, up until He sealed them with the Prophet of mercy,
Muhammad (fz.54f=). Concerning this He (%22 says:
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“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming):
“Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from)
Taghiit (all false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taghiit
besides Allah).” Then of them were some whom Allih
guided and of them were some upon whom the
straying was justified.” [Al- Nahl: 16:36]

He indeed chose from them the chief of them and the leader of them
and made him the seal of the Prophets. He singled him out with
attributes and qualities, which no one from them shared with him, just
as He singled out his nation with attributes which none of the previous
nations had. :
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

From those qualities which distinguished him from the other Prophets,
may Allzh send salutations on them all, is that He sent him to the black
and the white; moreover, to the Jinn and mankind as a whole. Just as
He (4%%<:) said about the Jinn who listened to his recitation
(Jesudedifie) then they set off to their people as warners:

“O our people! Respond (with obedience) to Allah’s
Caller (i.e. Allih’s Messenger Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) and believe in him (i.e. believe in that
which Muhammad (peace be upon him) has brought
from Allah and follow him). He (Allah) will forgive you
of your sins, and will save you from a painful torment
(i.e. Hell-fire)

And whosoever does not respond to Allah’s Caller, he
cannot escape on earth, and there will be no Awliya'
(lords, helpers, supporters, protectors) for him besides
Allah (from Allah’s Punishment). Those are in manifest
error.” [Al-Ahqaf: 46:31-32]

And he (Jsafdfe) said in a hadith agreed upon by Bukhari and
Muslim:
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“I was given five (things) no other Prophet before was
given.”

From those things he mentioned:
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“A Prophet used to be sent specifically to his people,
whereas I was sent to the whole of mankind.”

Concerning that He ({5;%22) says:
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“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad (peace be

upon him)) except as a giver of glad tidings and a
warner to all mankind.” [Saba: 34:28]

And He said:

“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him), ‘O

mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger
of Allah.” [Al A‘raf: 7:158]

! Reported by Bukhiri (no. 328) and Muslim (no. 521) from the Hadith of
Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullzh.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Furthermore He (Jzukdfe) clarified that in the hadith reported by
Muslim in his Sahth when he said:
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“By the one whom my soul is in His hand, no one from
this nation will hear of me, not a Jew nor a Christian
and then dies not believing in that which I was sent
with, except he will be from the dwellers of the fire.”

Sa‘id Ibn Jubayr (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “That which
testifies to this is in the book of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic. Allih
(d5Hs2) said:
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“And whomsoever disbelievers in him from the sects,
the fire will be his promised place.” [Hiid: 11:17]

There is no doubt that the greatest blessing that Allah bestowed upon
humanity is the sending of this noble Prophet through who He
perfected the religion and made a proof against all of the people.

Allah, in His Mighty Book, has informed about Ibrahim and his son
Isma il that they supplicated to Allah with some supplications for the

! Reported by Muslim (no. 153) from the Hadith of Ab{i Hurairah.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

people of the Haram (i.e. Makkah) while they were building the
Ka'bah.

From those (supplications) is:
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“Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their
own (and indeed Allah answered their invocation by
sending Muhammad (peace be upon him)) who shall
recite unto them Your Verses and instruct them in the
Book (this Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of
the Islamic laws and jurisprudence or wisdom or
Prophethood), and purify them. Verily! You are the
All-Mighty, the All-Wise.” [Al Baqarah: 2:129]

And Allzh indeed answered their supplications and sent Muhammad
(Ass&4(z) to the unlettered people as well as other than them. He sent
him with guidance and the true religion so it may be victorious over
all religions. That is the greatest blessing and most vast favor. Allah the
(d%:2) has emphasized this in many verses whilst praising Himself,
and an example of this is found in His statement (165%s:2):

“He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a
Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon him)) from
among themselves, reciting to them His Verses,
purifying them (from' the filth of disbelief and
polytheism), and teaching them the Book (this Qur’an,
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Islamic laws and Islamic jurisprudence) and Al-Hikmah
(As-Sunnah). And verily, they had been before in
manifest error.

And He has sent him (Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) also to others among them (Muslims) who

have not yet joined them (but they will come. (And He
(Allah) is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.

That is the Grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom
He wills. And Allah is the Owner of Mighty Grace.”
[Al-Jum‘ah: 62: 2-4]

And from that is His statement (15%s:2):

“Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers
when He sent among them a Messenger from among
themselves reciting to them His verses and purifying
them and instructing them the Book and al Hikmah,
while before that they had been in manifest error.” [Al-
Tmran: 3:164]

And from that is His statement:
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“Similarly (to complete My Blessings on you), We have
sent among you a Messenger (Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) of your own, reciting to you Our Verses
(the Qur’an) and purifying you, and teaching you the
Book (the Quran) and the Hikmah (i.e. Sunnah,
Islamic laws and Figh - jurisprudence), and teaching
you that which you used not to know. Therefore
remember Me (by praying, glorifying), 1 will
remember you, and be grateful to Me (for My countless
Favors on you) and never be ungrateful to Me.” [Al
Bagarah: 2:151-152]

And from that is His statement, the Exalted:
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“Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger
(Muhammad (peace be upon him) from amongst
yourselves (i.e. whom you know well). It grieves him
that you should receive any injury or difficulty. He
(Muhammad (peace be upon him) is anxious over you
(to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg Him
to pardon and forgive your sins, in order that you may
enter Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the
Hell-fire); for the believers (he peace be upon him is)
full of pity, kind, and merciful.” [Al-Tawbah: 9:128]
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

The only reason that the Messenger (Jz484(l=) being sent to the people
is regarded as the utmost favor Allah bestowed upon His slaves is
because the ones from amongst them whom Allah gives success and
guides will be saved from the everlasting punishment; this is due to
their belief in Allah and His Messenger (X&), and them being far
away from associating partners with Him, which Allah does not
forgive. He (J5=2) said:
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“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set
up with Him (in worship), but He forgives except that
(anything else) to whom He wills.” [Al-Nisa 4:48]

And He (§558s:2) said:
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the
Fire will be his abode. And for the Zalimin (polytheists
and wrong-doers) there are no helpers.” [Al-Ma'idah:
5:72]
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

The Prelude Surrounding Him Being Sent as a
Prophet and Messenger (Jassfksif)

rom the wisdom and favors of Allah is that before He sent His

Prophet (fz44(), He equipped him with everything that causes
nobility, prestige and high status. He also bestowed him with every
attribute which will qualify him to carry out the weight of this great
message, which He selected and chose him for (Js.&dfe). In that
which will come I will mention some examples of those things, and
will clarify how they were considered as an introduction and prelude
to his mission (Jzsde).

Firstly: Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, decreed that he come from a
noble descent, from a noble birthplace and chose him from the most
honorable tribes of the Arabs, the tribe of Quraysh; whom others testify
to their reign and sovereignty.

This is the way of Allah concerning His Messengers, just as it has come
in the question of Heraclius (i.e. the king of Rome during the time of
the Prophet (Jzuiifiz)) to Abi Sufyaan regarding the Messenger of
Allah (Jzskie). (He said), “How is his lineage amongst you?” Abii
Sufyaan said: “He is one who possesses noble lineage amongst us.” At
that point Heraclius said: “This is how the Messengers were; they are
sent with the lineage of their people.”

This is the way of Allah concerning His Messengers, as to leave no
room for their enemies to speak ill of them, degrade them or attribute
any faults to them.

Secondly: He (fu4&4(k-) grew up poor as an orphan under the care of
his grandfather ‘Abd al-Muttalib and then his uncle Abii Talib. This
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

causes one to be humble and adorn oneself with praiseworthy
characteristics and be far away from lowly characteristics, like
arrogance, oppression and other than that.

Indeed Allah mentioned this when citing His blessing on His Prophet
(Jss:e4fi) by giving him refuge, making him rich (self-sufficient), and
guiding him, as He (35%%:2) said:
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“Did He not find you (O Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) an orphan and gave you a refuge? And He found
you unaware (of the Quran, its laws, and
Prophethood) and guided you? And He found you
poor and made you rich (self-sufficient with self-
contentment)?” [Al-Duha: 93: 6-8]

Then He pointed out that He should be thanked for these blessings by

him being kind to the orphans and the poor, and to also speak about
Allah's favor upon him. He said:
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“Therefore, treat not the orphan with oppression. And
repulse not the beggar. And proclaim the Grace of your
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Lord (i.e. the Prophethood and all other Graces).” [Al-
Duha: 93: 9-11]

Allah has mentioned this divine cultivation of His Prophet of mercy
(Jesafeidie) in His Mighty Book for His believing slaves to take note of
this and observe these praiseworthy characteristics and other than
them, out of thankfulness to Allah for His favor upon them in guiding
them after being misguided, and becoming rich after being poor, and
the rest of His favors upon them.

What is meant by, “Do not treat the orphan with oppression” is that
you were an orphan and hated that you be oppressed. And the meaning
of, “Do not turn away the poor” is that you were poor and hated to be
turned away.

No doubt, reminding a person of Allah's favor upon them is from the
strongest reasons to encourage them to embark upon good and to
refrain from evil. This is for whom Allah gives success to do so.

Thirdly: Allah (35;%5:2) brought him up with a righteous upbringing,
and made him grow in a good manner, possessing every noble quality
and being far from every blameworthy characteristic. His friends and
foes all testified to this. However, the one whom Allah does not will to
guide falsely turns a blind eye to all of this, and they show the opposite
of what they conceal in their hearts, out of arrogance and envy.

Furthermore, Allah giving success to His Prophet (Jz.&4e) to be of
virtuous character and to be free from loathsome manners, severs the
tongues of his enemies and silences them from uttering the least

harmful thing against him or describing him with any deficiency.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

That is why when Heraclius the King of Rome asked Abii Sufyaan did
the Messenger of Allah (Ju.&4fi) act treacherously, he said no. Even
with his extreme hatred for the Messenger of Allah (Jzaf4(l) at that
time, he was not able to say more than what he said after he negated
treachery from him, “We are at truce with him but we do not know
what he will do with it." Then he said, “I could not find opportunity
to say anything against him except that."

He was careful of lying out of fear of the king of Rome. In reality his
enemies (Jzafedfle) were not able to describe him with any fault, but
as for lying and making false statements about him (Jz.&4fl), then
they said, “He is a magician, a poet, a soothsayer and other than that.”

Verily, Allah protected him from that which they described him with
and from every fault, and He scolded the disbelievers because of their
lies and false claims against him; and He informed that he is innocent
from all of that. He (155%:2) said:
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“So I swear by whatsoever you see. And by whatsoever
you see not, that this is surely the word of an honored
Messenger which he has brought from Allzh. It is not
the word of a poet: little is that you believe! Nor is it
the word of a soothsayer (or a foreteller), little is that
you remember! This is the Revelation sent down from
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the Lord of the whole of the creation.” [Al-Haqqah:
69: 38-43]

And He said:

LR I

C Gy o8 s €A i caw g I E
) 8uh 55 5531 5 3y A s aaidede vy

{ O S EE & Kissd

“And We have not taught him (Muhammad (peace be
upon him) poetry, nor is it suitable for him. This is only
a Reminder and a plain Quran. That he or it
(Muhammad (peace be upon him) or the Qur'an) may
give warning to him who is living (a healthy minded -
the believer), and that Word (charge) may be justified
against the disbelievers (dead, as they reject the
warnings)” [Ya Sin: 36: 69-70]

And He, the Most High said:
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“Those who disbelieve say: ‘This (the Quran) is
nothing but a lie that he (Muhammad (peace be upon
him) has invented, and others have helped him at it. In

fact they have produced an unjust wrong (thing) and a
lie.” [Al-Furqaan: 25:4]
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Fourthly: He (Jus.&4-) grew up illiterate in an illiterate environment.
He could not read or write. Then he came with this. Qur’an from Allah,
which Allah said concerning it: .
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“Say: ‘If the mankind and the jinn were together to
produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce
the like thereof, even if they helped one another.” [Al-
Isra: 17:88]

Similarly, due to him growing up ({s.&4() illiterate, this blocked the
path of the disbelievers from trying to reject the Messenger (Jzsi4f=)
in that which he brought from Allah. This is because they claimed that
they were tales of the people of old. If this was the case, he would have
either read or wrote them. Allah indeed clarified this in His statement:
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“Neither did you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him))
read any book before it (this Qur'an), nor did you write
any book (whatsoever) with your right hand.” [Al-
‘Ankabiit: 29:48]

Then He pointed out that if he had been able to read or write his
enemies would have been in doubt, as He said right after that:
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“In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might
have doubted.” [Al-‘Ankabiit: 29:48]

Although they had perfect knowledge of him being unlettered, not
able to read or write (Jz.84ii=), out of lying and deceit they took this
(evil) path in which they had no success. Allah mentioned regarding
them that they said:

» 4 A7 2452 a7 o7 277

73 v 5 W s g E % .
s @Qﬂ,ﬁu/{u;é)kwir\_e |
2 " 4 R 5 < ”
{ @ L 25z i) Lo o it

“It is only a human being who teaches him.” [Al-Nahl:
16:103]

However, Allah refuses except to complete His light, and make His
religion victorious. He answered them by saying that the language,
which they are referring to, is a foreign language to them [i.e. not
Arabic], whereas that which he came to them with is in the clear Arabic
language. So because of this, we find that when Allah (3&;%:2) rebukes
those from his people who opposed and rejected him (fs.kde), He
brings their attention to his pure and radiant past, and He reminds them
of their complete knowledge and awareness of his movements and

activities, as they were aware of his coming and going. |He (d5s:2)
has said:
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“Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger
(Muhammad (peace be upon him)) so they deny him?”
[Al-Mu'miniin: 23:69]

And He says:
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“And when Our Clear Verses are recited unto them,
those who hope not for their meeting with Us, say:
"Bring us a Qur'an other than this, or change it. Say,
‘(O Muhammad (peace be upon him)), it is not for me
to change it on my own accord; I only follow that
which is revealed unto me. Verily, I fear the torment of
the Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) if I were
to disobey my Lord.” [Yiinus: 10:15]

Then He commanded His Prophet ({a4&4ik-) to inform them that it is
only upon him to convey from Allah. If Allah had willed he (Jz.4)
would not have recited (the Book) and they would have never known
about it, as He said:
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“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "If Allih
had so willed, I should not have recited it to you nor
would He have made it known to you.” [Yiinus:
10:16]

Then He reminded them of his past before the Qur’an was revealed to
him and the praiseworthy qualities that he possessed. He reminded
them that he lived amongst them forty years before Allzh sent him,
adhering to matters that cause high eminence and being far from the
things that cause vileness and degradation, as He said:

{ A3 002 s iy

“Verily, I have stayed amongst you a life time before
this.”

Then He scolded them due to them describing him as being a liar and
‘a fabricator, although they were the most knowledgeable people

concerning him; and He clarified that this is in opposition to the
natural disposition and sound intellect. He said:

{© 56y

“Have you then no sense?” [Yiinus: 10:16]
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Then He informed that there is no one more oppressive or graver in
sin than two: the one who tells lies upon Allah and the one who belies
that which came from Allah. He, the Most High; said:
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“So who does more wrong than he who forges a lie
against Allah or denies His Ayit (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)? Surely, the
Mujrimin  (criminals, sinners, disbelievers and
polytheists) will never be successfull” [Yiinus: 10:17]

Fifthly: Also from the things that he experienced in preparation for
him being sent as a Prophet and Messenger (Jfzs«&4fi-) was the inspired
~ dreams that he would have while asleep. He (fzsu&iflz) never saw a
dream except it came true like bright daylight, as it has been established

in Sahih al Bukhari and others.!

Sixthly: He ({.&i(l) used to graze sheep in Makkah. This was an
introduction and preparation for him to be sent to the whole of
mankind, to guide them to what will benefit them in this life and in
their hereafter, and to warn them from any harmful thing that may
come to them now and in the future.

Moreover, his grazing sheep in Makkah deemed to be an introduction

and preparation for his mission (fzs.kéfle) because doing such actions

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 3) and Muslim (no. 160) from the Hadith of
‘A’ishah.
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calls for one to adorn himself with beautiful characteristics such as
humbleness, tranquility, and calmness. This also involves the shepherd
busying himself with his flock and him putting forth all efforts that will
lead to their safety and strength. He takes extreme care of them, takes
them to fertile lands, keeps them away from the lands which are barren
and guards them from wolves. He is sure to have them tread on the
easy paths and avoid the harsh and rugged paths. This is the way of
Allah concerning His Messengers, just as the truthful and the one who
is believed informed us of (izufife) — and Allih has the utmost
wisdom in that. So by engaging in this type of work it causes taming
of oneself, and preparing it to uphold the burdens of the message. So it
is without a doubt a hands on lesson for the Messengers of Allah, may
Allah’s salutation and peace be upon them. It likewise equips them with
pliability and experience, so they may move on from nurturing the
animals to nurturing mankind.
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The Manners of the Messenger of Allah
(Assdeafe)
The definition of Al-Khulug:

The word Al-Khulug, which (can be pronounced) with a Dammah or
Sukiin over the (letter) Lam (in Arabic) means: way, temperament and
disposition. Ibn al-Athir stated this in his book Gharib al-Hadith.

Islamically, it carries two meanings; one is broader than the other. It is
used to mean the quality which the soul takes on constantly, and
depending on that quality, one deserves either praise or blame. It is also
used to mean sticking to the rulings and manners of the legislation
when commanded to do an action, or leave off an action.

From the first (meaning) is his statement (Jzafdfle) to Asajj Abdul
Qais:
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“Verily you possess two qualities that Allah loves:
mildness and forbearance.”

He said:

“O Messenger of Allah are they two qualities which I
acquired or are they from my natural disposition?”

! Reported by Muslim (no. 36-37) and al-Tirmidhi (no. 2011) from the Hadith
of Ibn ‘Abbas.
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He said:
lde e s
“Rather, you were created with this as your
disposition.”
So he said:

“All praises are due to Allah who created me on a
natural disposition that He loves.”

The second meaning is found in his statement (Jus %4 ):
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“Righteousness is regarded as good manners.”

Also the statement of ‘A’ishah (may Allih be pleased with her)

regarding the explanation of the verse:
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“And verily, you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him))
are on an Exalted standard of character.” [Al-Qalam:
68:4]

! Reported by Muslim (no. 2553) and al-Tirmidhi (no. 2389) from the Hadith
of Nawwas ibn Sam‘an. :
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(She said):
“His manners were that of the Qur’an.”
This is the definition of Al-Khulug linguistically and Islamically.

Now we will move on and talk about his noble mannerisms and his
praiseworthy characteristics in all stages of his life (Jzu&4{e). Indeed
he (Jzafile) was the best of the people in regards to character. He
possessed characteristics of praise and extolment, which could not be
found together in anyone besides him. Allah, the Exalted, has preserved
and guarded him from having the smallest trait that he could be
censured for. All of this happened from the favors and blessings of his
Lord and to also block anything that his enemies who plotted against
him would have had to say, or them wanting to stand in the way of his
call, trying to harm him, and warning from him. The most beloved
thing to them was to find something they could find fault with him on
account of; and how far were they from being able to achieve this.

He (Jsafedfle) grew up from his beginning to his last moments
adorning himself with every noble characteristic and staying far away
from every blameworthy description. He was the most knowledgeable
amongst the people and the best of them in giving advice. He had the
most eloquent tongue, was the clearest of them in speech, and the
greatest of them in shyness. If an example was to be used by the people
regarding trustworthiness, truthfulness and chasteness, he would be the
[example] to mention. Allah refined him with the best refinement, so
he was the most superior of them intellectually, he had the best
mannerisms from amongst them, had the greatest portion of mildness
and was the most complete of them in strength and courage. He was
the most truthful of them in speech, the most vast of them in showing
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mercy and lenience, the most polite of them and had the highest status
amongst them.

In short, every praiseworthy quality that is befitting for mankind, he
({zak4fl>) had the biggest portion of it, and the most complete part.
He was the furthest and far removed of them from every blameworthy
characteristic ~ and this is what friend and foe both testified to.

In that which will come I will mention a number of testimonies from
friend and foe where they testified to that which clearly proves that he
was always upon good character even before Allah, the Exalted, sent
him as a Prophet. This is something known from the religion by
necessity.

1. The testimony of Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her:
When Allah sent revelation to His Prophet (izssfifiz) for the first

time in the cave of Hira, he returned to Khadijah and informed her
of what happened and said:

i Jo s

“Indeed I feared for myself.”
So she said to him, may Allah be pleased with her, “Never! By Allah,
Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with you

kith and kin, help the poor and the destitute, serve your guests
generously and assist those afflicted with calamities.”

' Reported by Bukhari (no. 3) and Muslim (no. 160) from the Hadith of
‘A’ishah.
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2. The testimony of the disbelievers of Quraysh when they were
building (i.e. reconstructing) the Ka'bah:

When Quraysh took on the task of building the Ka‘bah before he
was sent (as a Messenger) (Jsukdfe), they disputed regarding
placing the black stone in its proper place. So they agreed that the
next person to come in the door they would let be the judge. The
first one who entered was the Messenger of Allah (Jz.£4fk), so they

all rejoiced and said:
“The trustworthy has come, Muhammad has come!”

They used to call him Al-Amin (the trustworthy) because of the
trustworthiness they knew of him (Js4().

3. The testimony of the disbelievers of Quraysh regarding his
truthfulness ({s.e):

It has been established in Sahih al-Bukhari that when the following
verse was revealed:

“And warn your tribe (O Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) of near kindred.” [Al-Shu‘ara: 26:214]

He (Jzsu84(k) ascended mount Safa and started to call out, “O Bani
Fihr, O Bani ‘Adi (within the tribes of Quraysh),” until they all
gathered. If a person could not come out he would send a messenger
to go see what was going on. So Quraysh and Abii Lahab came and
he (the Prophet) said:
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“Suppose I told you that there is an (enemy) cavalry in
the valley intending to attack you, would you believe
me?”

The)‘r said, “Yes, for we have not found you telling
anything other than the truth.”

He then said:
aed e o o K 3
“I'am a warner to you in face of a terrible punishment™

Upon that Abii Lahab said:

“May you perish. Is it for this purpose you gathered
us?”

4. Abii Jahl's testimony upon his truthfulness (Jauedfe):
The hadith reported by al-Hakim with his chain which fulfills the
criterion of Bukhari and Muslim has already proceeded. It entails

that Abii Jahl said to the Prophet (Jzs&4(), “Verily we do not belie
you, but we belie that which you came with.” So Allah sent down:
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! Reported by Bukhari (no. 4492) from the Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbis.
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“We know indeed the grief which their words cause
you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) it is not you
that they deny, but it is the Verses (the Qur’an) of Allah
that the Zalimtin (polytheists and wrong-doers) deny.”
[Al-An‘am: 6:33]

And when Al-Ahknas ibn Shurayq said, “O Abul Hakam, inform
me about Muhammad, is he telling the truth or lying?” So he said,
“Woe to you, by Allah Muhammad is truthful and has never lied,”
up until the end of the story.

. The testimony of Abii Sufyan regarding the truthfulness and
loyalty of the Messenger of Allah (l54fe) in front of
Heraclius, the King of Rome:

Bukhari has reported in his Sahih from Ibn Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with them both, that Abii Sufyaan ibn Harb informed him
that Heraclius had sent a messenger to him while he had been
accompanying a caravan from Quraysh. They were merchants
doing business in Sham (Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, and Jordan) at
the time when Allah's Messenger (Js.%4(k) had a truce with Abd
Sufyan and the Quraysh infidels. So Abii Sufyan and his companions
went to Heraclius at Ilya (Jerusalem). Heraclius called them in the
court and he had all the senior roman dignitaries around him. He
then called for them and called for his translator and said to them
“Who amongst you is closely related to that man who claims to be
a Prophet?” Abi Sufyan replied “I am the nearest relative to him.”
Heraclius said, “Bring him close to me and make his companions
stand behind him.” Then he said to his translator: “Tell him that I
want to ask him regarding this man, and if he lies to me, they can

contradict him.” Abii Sufyin added: “By Allah, had I not been afraid
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of my companions labeling me a liar, I would not have spoken the truth
about the Prophet (Jzuidfiz). The first question he asked me was:
‘How is his lineage amongst you?’ I replied: ‘He belongs to a good
(noble) family amongst us.” Heraclius further asked: ‘Has anybody else
amongst you ever claimed the same (i.e. to be a Prophet) before him?’
I replied ‘No.” He said: “Was anybody amongst his ancestors a king?’ I
replied, ‘No.” Heraclius asked: ‘Do the nobles or the poor follow him?’
I replied, ‘It is the poor who follow him.” He said: “Are his followers
increasing or decreasing by the day?’ I replied, ‘“They are increasing.’
He then asked, ‘Does anybody amongst those who embrace his religion
become displeased and renounce the religion afterwards?’ 1 replied,
‘No.” Heraclius said, ‘Have you ever accused him of telling lies before
his claim (to be a Prophet)?’ 1 replied, ‘No.” Heraclius said, ‘Does he
break his promises?’ I replied, ‘No, we are at truce with him but we do
not know what he will do in it. I could not find opportunity to say
anything against except that.” Heraclius asked, ‘Have you ever had war
with him?’ I replied: ‘Yes.” Then he said, ‘What was the outcome of the
battles?’ I replied, ‘Sometimes he was victorious and sometimes we
were.” Heraclius said, “What does he order you to do?’ I said, ‘He tells
us to worship Allah alone and not to worship anything along with
Him, and to renounce all that our ancestors said. He orders us to pray,
speak the truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations with our kith
and kin.” Heraclius asked the translator to convey to me the following:
‘T asked you about his family and your reply was that he belonged to a
very noble family. In fact all the Messengers come from noble families
amongst their respective peoples. I questioned you whether anybody
else amongst you claimed such a thing, your reply was in the negative.
If the answer had been in the affirmative, I would have thought that
this man was following the previous man's statement. Then I asked you
whether anyone of his ancestors were a king. Your reply was in the
negative, and if it had been in the affirmative, I would have thought
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that this man wanted to take back his ancestral kingdom. I further asked
whether he was ever accused of telling lies before he said what he said,
and your reply was in the negative. So I wondered how a person who
does not tell a lie about others could ever tell a lie about Allah. I then
asked you whether the rich people followed him or the poor. You
replied that it was the poor who followed him. And in fact all the
Messengers have been followed by this very class of people. Then I
asked you whether his followers were increasing or decreasing. You
replied that they were increasing, and in fact this is the way of true
faith, till it is complete in all respects. I further asked you whether there
was anyone, who after embracing his religion, became displeased and
discarded his religion. Your reply was in the negative, and in fact this
is (the sign of) true faith, when its delight enters the hearts and mixes
with them completely. 1 asked you whether he had ever betrayed
[anyone]. You replied in the negative and likewise the Messengers
never betray. Then I asked you what he ordered you to do you replied
that he ordered you to worship Allah alone and not to worship
anything along with Him, and he forbade you to worship idols and
ordered you to pray, to speak the truth and to be chaste. If what you
have said is true, he will very soon occupy this place underneath my
feet and I knew it (from the scriptures) that he was going to appear but
I did not know that he would be from you (i.e. the Arab), and if I could
reach him definitely, I would go immediately to meet him and if I were
with him, I would certainly wash his feet.’ Heraclius then asked for the
letter addressed by the Messenger of Allah (fuuksfe) which was
delivered by Dihya Ibn Khalifah al Kalbi, and he read it. Aba Sufyan
said, “When Heraclius had finished his speech and had read the letter,
there was a great hue and cry in the Royal Court, so we were turned
out of the court. When we left I told my companions that the question
of Ibn Abii Kabshah has become so prominent even the king of Bani
Al-Asfar is afraid of him. Then I started to become sure that he (the
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Prophet (fzuf4f>)) would be the conqueror in the near future till I
embraced Islam.”

In this story there are clear signs and distinctive proofs concerning his
Prophethood (Az«&4) and that he (Jzsifie) is truthful in that which
he came with. The point we wanted to highlight from the story is the
testimony of Abii Sufyaan ibn Harb. Although he was from his greatest
enemies at that time, he described the Messenger (Jzss&ifle) as being
truthful before Allih sent him as a Messenger and that they never
accused him of being a liar. Also that he was loyal and never was he
treacherous.

6. The testimony of al-Sa'ib al-Mahkziimi that (the Prophet)
(Jss%4fe) was renowned for good dealings and gentleness
before he was a Prophet:

Abii Dawiid and others reported that as Sa'ib al-Mahkziimi was the
Prophet’s ({:4(z) business partner before he was a Prophet. So
he came the day of the Conquest (i.e. of Makkah) and said,
“Welcome to my brother and my partner, you are not one who
deceives or one that disputes.”

In another version of this hadith, he said to the Prophet (jzs.&i),

“You were my partner during the period of ignorance
and you were the best of partners, you did not deceive
me nor did you dispute with me.”® And in another
version of this hadith, “You were my partner and what

' Reported by Bukhari (no. 7) from the Hadith of Ibn Abbas.
* Reported by Abii Dawiid (no. 4836) from the Hadith of Sa'ib.
* Reported by Ibn Majah (no. 2287).
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a good partner you were. You did not use to deceive
nor did you dispute.”

7. The testimony of Abdullah ibn Salam, may Allzh be pleased
with him, regarding his truthfulness (Ja.%4f):

Ahmad and the authors of the Sunan all reported from ‘Abdullah
Ibn Salam, may Allah be pleased with him, that he said: “When the
Prophet (Jzsafedfle) arrived to al Madinah, I was from those who
were scared away, but when I closely looked at his face, I knew that
his face was not the face of a liar. Then I heard him say:
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“Spread the salaams, feed the poor, keep the relations
with kin and pray at night while the people are asleep,
and you will enter into paradise with peace.”

8. The testimony of Mukriz ibn Hafs Ibn Ahnaf that he
(Jasukdfle) was always loyal to his word in all stages of his life:

In the year of al Hudaybiyyah the Prophet (Jzs&4(k-) sanctioned a
treaty between him and Quraysh that they would return to al
Madinah and make Umrah the following year. One of the
conditions that Quraysh imposed on the Messenger of Allah

! Reported by Ahmad (no. 15076).
2 Reported by Ahmad (5/541), Tirmidhi (2/79), Ibn Majah (no. 133)5 and
others. See as al-Sahihah (no. 569).
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(Asuidffe) was to enter Makkah only with the weapon of the
traveler (meaning with the sword sheathed). So when he arrived
(Azsufedifle) the following year to perform the ‘Umrah, he prepared
with horses and weapons; not so he could enter the haram (Makkah)
with them, but so they could be in hands reach just in case Quraysh
broke the treaty. When he got close to Makkah he sent them (i.e.
the weapons) to Yajuj, and the news of the weapons reached
Quraysh. So they sent Mukriz Ibn Hafs Ibn al-Ahnaf with a group
from Quraysh to the Messenger of Allah (Jzs&4fi) so they said, ‘O
Muhammad, you were never known for being treacherous as a
youth or as an adult. You enter the Haram with weapons against
your people, whilst you made a condition that you will not enter
except with the weapon of a traveler.” So he (luafifle) said:
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“I am not entering upon them with weapons. Verily
we sent them to Yajuj.”

Upon that Mikraz said: “This is what we have always

known of you, righteousness and being loyal to your
word.”
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SE— .,t.$.. S—

|Pagee64




A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

His Character (Jz5:£4f(2) in the Qur’an

llah, the Exalted, favored His Khalil Muhammad (Jzakife) by

granting him the best of manners. This is from the blessings of
Allah that He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is the Bestower of
great favors. Then He praised him and lauded him in His Mighty Book
in many verses that mention the beautiful characteristics he adorned
himself with. I will suffice with bringing just some of them. From them
is the statement of Allh, the Exalted:

“And verily, you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him))
are on an exalted standard of character.” [Niin: 68:4]

Indeed, Allah informed in this glorious verse the noble mannerism
which [the Prophet] al-Mustafa (Jz.&:() was upon. He described his
character as being exalted and He emphasized this in three ways:
Firstly, He swore by the pen and what it writes. Likewise, He started
the sentence with ¢} and placed J upon the predicate, which are two
well-known particles used for emphasis in the Arabic language.

The “exalted character” which he (Jzukdfle) possessed, has been
explained by the al-Salaf al-Salih with similar meanings. Ibn ‘Abbas,
may Allih be pleased with him, explained it to mean the exalted
religion, which is the religion of Islim. Also from those who held this
same opinion were Mujahid, al-Suddj, al- Rabi‘ Ibn Anas, Dahhik, and
others. Al-Hasan interpreted it to mean the mannerisms of the Qur’an.
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There comes in the two Sahihs, and others, on the authority of ‘A’ishah,
(may Allah be pleased with her) that she was asked about his character

(Jesadedifle) so she replied:
“His character was that of the Qur’an.”

What this means is that the implementation of what Allah commanded
him with in the Quran and avoiding that which He prohibited him

from was a continuous trait and character of his.

Likewise ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) pointed to what
clarifies this meaning in another hadith, which is collected by both
Bukhari and Muslim. She said, “The Messenger of Allah (i)
used to say while in rukii’, ‘All praise and glory belongs to You. O
Allah, forgive me.” He used to interpret the Qur'an.” ’

In other words, he used to supplicate with this du‘a, implementing that

which Allah commanded him with in Siirah al-Nasr, as found in His
statement:
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“So glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask for His Forgiveness.”
[Al-Nasr: 110:3]

| "Reported by Muslim by way of Sa‘d ibn Hisham from ‘A’ishah, also by
Ahmad in his Musnad (6/188) and its chain is authentic. See Adab al-Mufrad
(no. 308) with the checking by Shaykh Albani.

*Reported by Bukhari (no. 794) and Muslim (no. 484).
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He, the Exalted, commended the Prophet for that which he was
bestowed with from mercy and compassion to the believers, his
eagerness for that which will benefit them in this life and the hereafter,
and his sense of grief from everything that is a hardship upon them.
He, the Exalted, mentioned His bestowing favors upon the believers
by sending Muhammad:
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“Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger
(Muhammad [peace be upon him]) from amongst
yourselves (i.e. whom you know well). It grieves him
that you should receive any injury or difficulty. He
(Muhammad [peace be upon him]) is anxious over you
(to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg Him
to pardon and forgive your sins, in order that you may
enter Paradise and be saved from the punishment of the
Hell-fire); for the believers (he peace be upon him is)
full of pity, kind, and merciful.” [Al-Tawbah: 9: 128]

And He said:
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“Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who
can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad [peace be
upon him]) whom they find written with them in the
Torah and the Injil. He commands them with good
and forbids them from evil; he allows them as lawful al-
Taiyibat (i.e. all good and lawful things), and prohibits
them as unlawful al-Khab3'ith (i.e. all evil and unlawful
things). He releases them from their heavy burdens (of
Allah's Covenant), and from the fetters (bindings) that
were upon them.”[Al-A‘rf: 7:157]

And He said:
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“And know that among you there is the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him). If he were to obey you (i.e.
follow your opinions and desires) in much of the
matter, you would surely be in trouble.” [Al-Hujurat:
49:7]
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And He, the Exalted, pointed out the gentleness and kindness he
possessed towards his nation, as He, the Most High, said:
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“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them
gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,
they would have broken away from about you.” [Al
‘Imran: 3:159]

As for him being characterized as being a sincere advisor, trustworthy,
and conveying the message in the manner Allah requested from him
(Jsssfie), then Allah mentioned this in His statement:
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“By the star when it goes down (or vanishes). Your
companion (Muhammad [peace be upon him]) has
neither gone astray nor has erred. Nor does he speak of
(his own) desire. It is only a Revelation revealed.” [Al-
Najm: 53: 1-4]
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And He, the Exalted, said speaking about Muhammad:

{WuadERGY

“And he (Muhammad [peace be upon him]) withholds
not a knowledge of the Unseen.” [Al-Takwir: 81:24]

This verse can be recited two different ways. It can be read with L,

which means “And he is not accused of concealing the unseen.” It can
also be read with a s, which means “And he is not stingy when it

comes to what Allah revealed to him from the unseen.” He is free and
far-removed from both of these meanings (fsukdfle), for he is not
accused of concealing that which Allah sent him with nor is he stingy
when it comes to what Allah sent down. Rather, he relays that to
everyone.

C.%.
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His Characteristics as Found in His Sunnah
(Jesskifle) and in the Statements of His
Companions (May Allzh be pleased with them).

efore Allah sent the Messenger (z:84(k=) with this great message,

he reached the pinnacle in having good manners. This entailed
truthfulness, generosity, forbearance, courage, chastity, contentment
and other qualities, which brings about reverence and respect for the
one who acquires just one of them, let alone the one who has perfected
them and has them all combined within himself.

When Allah, the Exalted, sent him with the light and guidance to the
Jinn and mankind, He strengthened within him these praiseworthy
characteristics, alongside the qualities he already had, until he reached
the highest point a human being is able to reach.

The Messenger of Allah (Juskdfie) spoke the truth when he said:
el Hlo A

“ was only sent to perfect the good moral
y P g
character.™

Indeed, Allah, the Exalted, has mentioned His favors and blessing on
His Prophet and Khalil, Muhammad, (z.&4ffz) in many verses, like
His statement:

! Reported by Bukhari in Adab al-Mufrad (no. 273), Ahmad (2/381) and
others. See al-Silsilatus al-Sahihah (no. 45).
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“Had not the Grace of Allah and His Mercy been upon
you (O Muhammad [peace be upon him]) a party of
them would certainly have made a decision to mislead
you, but (in fact) they mislead none except their own
selves, and no harm can they do to you in the least.
Allah has sent down to you the Book (The Qur’an), and
Al-Hikmah (Islamic laws, knowledge of legal and
illegal things i.e. the Prophet's Sunnah - legal ways),
and taught you that which you knew not. And Ever
Great is the Grace of Allah unto you (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him))” [Al-Nisa' 4: 113]

And His statement:
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“And thus We have sent to you (O Muhammad (peace
be upon him)) Ruh (a Revelation, and a Mercy) of Our
Command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what
is Faith? But We have made it (this Qur'an) a light
wherewith We guide whosoever of Our slaves We
will. And verily, you (O Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) are indeed guiding (mankind) to the Straight
Path (i.e. Allah's religion of Islamic Monotheism); the
path of Allah to whom belongs all that is in the heavens
and all that is in the earth. Verily all matters at the end
go to Allah.” [Al-Shiirah: 42: 52-53]

And His statement:
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“Verily, We have given you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) a manifest victory. That Allah may forgive
you your sins of the past and the future, and complete
His Favor on you, and guide you on the Straight Path,
And that Allah may help you with strong help.” [Al-
Fath: 48:1-3]

Verily, Allah has chosen for His Prophet (34 companions who
are the best of Muhammad’s nation, which is the best of nations. They
dedicated their lives in conveying his call and memorizing and
preserving his Sunnah. They implemented His statement, the Most
High:
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{ OIS0 SHT2G )

“Verily We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr
(i.e. the Quran) and surely, We will guard it (from
corruption).” [Al-Hijr: 15: 9]

They inherited from their Prophet (z84() the truth that he was sent
with and they passed it along to those who came after them, up until
Allzh decreed for it men who took on the task of recording and
collecting it. From amongst them, rather from the heads of them are
the two revered Imams al-Bukhari and Muslim, and other than them
from the Imams of hadith. Indeed they spent their lives, may Allah
reward them, in collecting those priceless pearls which they inherited
from their Prophet Muhammad (i5.&4f) by way of the golden
connected chains of narration containing the likes of Malik, Nafi',
Shu‘bah, Ahmad, ‘Al Ibn Al-Madini, and other prominent ones from
this Ummah.

These priceless pearls which they inherited — and how great of an
inheritance they are — comprised his statements ({z.%4f(=), actions, his
tacit approvals and they clarified his physical features as well has his
moral conduct.

For this reason, the scholars of hadith define (the word) hadith to be:
that which is attributed to the Prophet (ius«kdfle) from statement,
action, tacit approval or his physical features or moral conduct.

These noble inheritors devoted their time to recording the narrations
that came to them from their Prophet (Jzs4(le) generally, and that
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which relates to his characteristics and his qualities specifically. From
them are those who authored this as a single book, and from them are
those who made them chapters within their larger works. They put
therein that which relates to his fear (1z.&4(), his hope and his awe
of his Lord. They also included his generosity, his affection, his shyness,
his loyalty, his truthfulness, his trustworthiness, his sincerity, his
thankfulness, his patience, his forbearance, his great endurance, his
gentleness to his nation, his eagerness of making things easy for them,
his pardoning, his courage, his humbleness, his justice, his abstinence,
his contentment, him keeping good ties with his relatives, his regular
smiling, his chastity, his jealousy, and other aspects of his good
character (zaidfle).
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A Detailed Explanation of Some of His Qualities

Some of the qualities which I have previously mentioned in reality
need to be explained in detail in several lectures. One lecture is
only enough to point to a few of those praiseworthy qualities and
distinguishing characteristics which he was given (zsszdf).

1. His generosity and kindness (lsa&dfe):

He (Jz.4z) had indeed reached a level of generosity and kindness
which no one besides him has ever reached. Rather in this, he reached
the pinnacle of human perfection.

From the success that Allah granted him (Jz.4fl>) was that He caused
his generosity to increase at virtuous times. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allzh be
pleased with him) said in an authentic hadith:

“The Prophet (3zd4fi>) was the most generous and he
would be even more generous in the month of
Ramadan when he met angel Jibril. He used to meet
him every night in Ramadan and would review the
Qur’an with him. So the Messenger of Allah (Jz. i)
was more generous concerning performing good than
a refreshing wind sent carrying the glad tidings of

rain.”

He was generous with his own person in the path of Allah, for his front
tooth was broken, his face was split, and his blood was spilt (Jzsakif).

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 48) and Muslim (no. 2308).
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Furthermore, to be generous with one’s person is from the highest
degree of generosity. He also was generous with his rank and standing.
From the examples of this is his intercession (Jzsf4(l) for Mugith, the
husband of Barirah (may Allah be pleased with both of them). She was
freed from being his slave and chose to split from him. The Prophet
directed her to stay with him, out of his mercy (Jz&ifiz) for her
husband Mugith.

From the examples I would like to mention specifically is what he
(Jzs.8e4>) mentioned about his intercession for the people standing
[on the Day of Resurrection, waiting for the reckoning to start],
whereas the Messengers renowned for their determination® will excuse
themselves, until it reaches him (&%) and he will say, “I have been

chosen for it.”
It also has been authenticated that he (Jzsukfie) said:

kwéfswd%db%\;sﬂ&w?;@;ﬂ
Zeldll oy oY

“Every Prophet has a supplication which is answered
which he supplicates with. So I made my supplication
the intercession for my nation on the day of
resurrection.”

He was also generous (1:&4i=) with the wealth that Allah gave him.
He was never asked ({z&4(k) for anything from the worldly things

1

> Reported by Bukhari No. 6304 and Muslim No. 199 from the Hadith of Abd
Hurayrah.
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and said no. A woman came to him with a knitted garment and said,
“I knit it with my own hand so I can give it to you to wear.” So he
(Jzsskdfl) took it and wore it, as he was in need of it.

Then a man from the companions said to him, “Give it to me to wear,
O Messenger of Allah (Jzukdfie).” So he (Jusafedfe) said, “Yes”, and
entered his house, folded it and sent it to him. Some of the other
companions said to him, “What you did was not good. The Messenger
of Allah (Jzs.kdfle) wore it, being in need of it, and then you asked him
for it and you knew that he does not reject anyone one who asks.” So
he said, “By Allah I did not ask him for it so I can wear it, I only asked
him for it so it can be my shroud.” Sahl ibn Sa‘d (may Allh be pleased
with him” said, “And it ended up being his shroud.™

This is an example from the many examples of him bearing this noble
characteristic. Does this type of generosity occur from anyone else
from mankind? And can one have more altruism than this?

Allah described the Ansar in His Mighty Book with being benevolent
in His statement:
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“And they give them (the emigrants) preference over
themselves even though they were in need of that.”
[Al-Hashr: 59:9]

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 1277).
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Their example in this and in their other noble manners which they
have been described with is the chief of the sons of Adam. Allah says:
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“Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad [peace
be upon him]) you have a good example to follow.”

[Al-Ahzab: 33:21]

Also when he came from Hunayn, the Bedouin Arabs gathered around
him begging him until they forced him under a thorny tree that
snatched his cloak off of him, so the Messenger of Allah (fuskdife)
stood and said:
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“Give me my cloak. For verily if I had as many camels
as these thorny trees, I would have distributed them
amongst you, and you will not find me as a miser, a
liar, or a coward.”’

His generosity ({zs4le) when giving to some people was only to
soften their hearts to Islam. Many times he used to give in abundance,
specifically to those new to Islaam, instead of giving to those whom
Imin had settled in their hearts. During the battle of Hunayn, he gave

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 2821) from the Hadith of Muhammad Ibn Jubayr.
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some of the leaders of Quraysh hundreds of camels, from them Safwan
Ibn Umayyah. Muslim reported in his Sahih that he (Safwan) said:

“Verily the Messenger of Allah (isckidflz) gave me
what he gave me, and he was the most hated people to
me. He did not cease in giving them to me until he
became from the most beloved people to me.”

He also reported that Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
“The Messenger of Allah (fs.kdfle) was never asked
for anything except he gave it for the sake of Islam. And
indeed a man came to him and he gave him sheep
which filled the space between two mountains. So he
returned to his people and said, ‘O people, embrace
Islam, for indeed Muhammad gives in abundance to
people who do not fear poverty.” A man would accept
Islam not wanting except the life of this world, and
there would not pass much time until Islam was more
beloved to him than the worldly life and that which is

in it.” 2

The Messenger of Allah ({z.f4fi) gave that man all those sheep which
filled the space between two mountains. What was the result of the
Messenger of Allah (fzs&if) doing that?

The objective behind [giving these things] was realized, which was for
this man became a caller to the Messenger of Allah (Jmuife).

! Reported by Muslim (no. 2313) and Tirmidhi (no. 663).
* Reported by Muslim (no. 2312).
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Through his own motivation, he became an ambassador for the
Messenger of Allah (Jz.84() to his people, calling them to Islaam and
explaining to them the generosity of the Messenger of Allah ({z.&4()
and that he gives to people who do not fear poverty.

This is how the Messenger of Allah (Jzafesilz) used to spend wealth in
the path of giving victory to Islaam, calling to it, and encouraging (the
people) towards it. He would spend the wealth that Allah gave him in
the path of Allah, until Allih took his soul. This was his level of
generosity to others, although he himself died and his shield was
pawned because of a debt that he had (Jzafsfe).

2. His Humbleness (15.&4fz) and his Closeness to the
People:

None from mankind ever possessed what the Messenger of Allah
(Jesukedfle) possessed from an abundance of perfect [human] qualities,
and him reaching the highest peak which a person is able to reach. He

(Jesuledifle) was regarded as an example when it came to human
perfection and lofty character, before he was sent as a Prophet and after.

Allzh favored him with special and distinguishing qualities, which
distinguished him from the people in this life and the hereafter. He
made him the best of Messengers, who are the best of the people. He
made him the seal of them, the chief of them and the leader of them.
He will be the first of them to be raised from the graves, the first of
them to come forth to intercede, and the first of them to be granted the
intercession.

When speaking about the blessing of Allah upon him and clarifying to
his nation his status before Allah — so they may have faith in that and
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put him ({z.%4{) in his appropriate place of respect, esteem, love and
also follow his example - he said:

5o ol 5l e 32 (o ol 5 A oy 3Ty s W
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“I am the chief of the sons of Adam on the day of
resurrection. I am the first who will be resurrected from
the grave; and I am the first who will seek intercession
and the first one who will be granted it.”

[This hadith] was reported by Muslim and Abii Dawiid from the hadith
of Abii Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him).!

With all of these qualities and distinguishing characteristics which
caused him to reach a status which no one from the Messengers
renowned for their determination reached, let alone anyone other than
them, he (&zuf4ft-) had the most humility from amongst the people,
was the closest of them to the weak and poor, and the furthest of them
from haughtiness and arrogance.

When he (i) clarified to his nation some of the things Allah
favored him with, he said, “I am the chief of the sons of Adam.”
Therefore, he added that which frees him from having an atom of pride
- and how far was he from every fault — he said:

A

“There is no boasting in this.”

! Muslim (no. 2278) and Abii Dawiid (no. 4673).
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This hadith was reported by at Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Imam Ahmad
from the hadith of Abii Sa‘id (may Allah be pleased with him). Al-

Tirmidhi said concerning it, ‘It is a hadith that is Hasan Sahih.”

Furthermore, the only reason he (Jz.4flz) informed about his great
status before Allah was because there is no way his nation could know
this except through him (fz.&éfle). There is no Prophet after him that
can inform about his great status before Allah, just as he informed his
nation about the virtues of the Prophets before him (may Allah send
peace, salutations, and blessing upon them all).

When he (Jz.&4fe) was given the choice either to be a slave and
Messenger or a Prophet and king, he chose the status of servitude and
messengership over the status of being a Prophet and king. Imam
Ahmad collected this in his Musnad.

Bayhaqf reported from Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) that he
said:

“The Messenger of Allah (Jz.dedflz) entered Makkah

the day of the conquest and his chin was down towards

his riding beast out of humbleness.”

Ibn Ishaq reported in his book of Sirah:
"That the Messenger of Allah (Js.&4(z) would lower

his head out of humbleness when he would see what
Allah had bestowed upon him from the conquest. To

! Reported by Ahmad (2/3), al-Tirmidhi (4/140) and Ibn Majah (2/581-582).
See al-Silsilah al-Sahthah (no. 1571).
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the extent that his beard would almost touch the

middle of the saddle.”
Ibn Kathir said:

“His humbleness in this situation when he entered
Makkah ({zu@4ffz) with a huge army is in opposition
to what the foolish ones from the children of Israel did
when they were commanded to entered the gate of
Jerusalem while prostrating (bowing) saying Hittah
(ie. O Allah forgive our sins). However, they entered
crawling on their rear ends saying Hintah fi sha‘rah (a
grain seed in barley).”

Bukhari reported in his Sahih from Anas (may Allih be pleased with
him) that he said, “A gitl slave from the slaves of al Madinah would take
the Messenger of Allah's (Jz.&4flz) hand and take him wherever she
wished.”

Muslim reported in his Sahih from Anas (may Allah be pleased with
him), who said:

“There was a woman whose intellect was slighdy
diminished who said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! I have

something to ask you.” So he (Xusukdfle) said,

&»‘aé\\&aﬂ&,&i&d@ \("5195)3&5\!0)3\'9(\\3

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 6072).
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‘O mother of so and so! Find any path you like so I can
help you with what you need.’

So he stood with her on the road until she completed
her need.”

Also in Sahih al Bukhari on the authority of al-Aswad who said:

“I asked ‘A’ishah what did the Prophet (izs.&4fe) used
to do with his family. She said, ‘He was at the service
of his family and if the time for prayer entered he would
go to the prayer.”?

Bukhari also reported in his Sahih on the authority of Abii Hurayrah,
(may Allah be pleased with him) who said the Prophet (Jsafifie) said:

g5 sTphs sl § .Y gl gl dlues

“I shall accept the invitation even if I were invited to a
meal of a sheep's trotter, and I shall accept the gift even

if it were an arm or a trotter of a sheep.”

Muslim reported in his Sahih from Shu‘bah who reported from Sayyar
who said:

' Reported by Muslim (no. 5998).
? Reported by Bukhari (no. 6039).
* Reported by Bukhari (no. 2568).
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“I was walking with Thabit al-Bunani, so he passed by
some youth and gave them salams. Thabit narrated that
he was walking with Anas and he passed by some youth
and he gave them salims. And Anas narrated that he
was walking with the Messenger of Allah (Jzaie)
and he passed by some youth and gave them salims.”

He (Jzufdffe) used to mix with his companions and play with the
young children. Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said as reported
by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, “The Prophet (1s.&4f) used to mix with
us, even until the point he used to say to my little brother:

sl ol g
‘O Abii ‘Umayr, what happened to the Nugair?””
In another narration from Anas he said:

“The Prophet (Jz.4flz) was the best of people in
regards to manners, I had a little brother who was called
Abii ‘Umayr. He said, ‘I think he was already weaned,
and if the Prophet used to come he would say, ‘O Abi
‘Umayr what happened to the Nugair.” Meaning a bird
he used to play with.”

Also in the two Sahihs on the authority of Anas who said:

! Reported by Muslim (no. 2168).
? Reported by Bukhiri (no. 6129) and Muslim (no. 2150).
? Reported by Bukhari (no. 6203).
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“I served the Messenger of Allah (Jzafedfe) for ten
years and he never said to me, ‘Uff (i.e. when someone
blows their breath out of annoyance to something).” He
never said, ‘Why did you do such and such.” And he

991

never said, ‘Why did you not do such and such.

He (Jzs.%4() used to mount riding beasts, and some of his companions
used to ride behind him; and he used to advise and encourage his nation
to adorn themselves with the characteristic of humbleness.

From his statement (Jz.%4(k) concerning this:
A ady V] b ol 2l Ly

“No one ever humbles himself for Allah's sake except
Allh raises him.” [Reported by Muslim]?

He (Jzakdfie) is the chief and example of those who are humble.
Verily, Allzh raised him to the highest degree. He raised his degree,
elevated his status, and decreed for him to be forever remembered.

Even with this great humbleness and mannerism which Allah bestowed
upon His slave, Messenger and Khalil, Muhammad, (Jz.&4), his
companions never got bored from looking at him (Jusk4dfe) out of
esteemn and respect for him (u«&sf).

‘Amr Ibn al-‘As (may Allah be pleased with him) said in a hadith, which
was reported by Muslim in his Sahih:

! Reported by Bukhart (no. 6038) and Muslim (no. 2309).
2 Muslim (no. 2588).
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“There was no one more beloved to me or more
respected in my eyes than the Messenger of Allsh
(zsdfz). I could not look him in the eyes because of
the great respect I had for him. If T was asked to describe
him I would not be able to because I could not look
him in the eye.”

3. His Mercy (Jsskdfe) Towards his Nation and his
Gentleness and Sympathy for them:

Due to Allah’s blessing and mercy upon him (fz.&4fi>) he was merciful
and gentle as Allah, the Exalted, said addressing him:
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“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them
gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,
they would have broken away from about you.” [Al
‘Imran: 3:159]

Therefore, no one possessed mercy and gentleness from mankind like
the Messenger of Allah (Jz.k4(i=). No one possessed it and no one can
come close to him or match him in that.

' Muslim (no. 121).




A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

On the authority of Abii Hurayrah (may Allzh be pleased with him)
that a Bedouin Arab urinated in a corner of the masjid, so the people
stormed towards him so they could rebuke him, so the Messenger of

Allah (Josskdfe) said:
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“Leave him and pour over his urine a bucket or a pail
of water, because you only were sent to make things
easy and you were not sent to make things hard.”

[Reported by al Bukhari and others]'

Also in Sahih al Bukhari on the authority of Abii Mas‘id (may Allah be
pleased with him) who said, “A man came to the Prophet (Jzskifi)
and said:

‘I intentionally come late for the Fajr prayer because of
so and so elongating the prayer.” He (Abii Mas‘id)
said, “I never saw the Prophet (iu.&4f>) angrier
during the admonition he gave that day.” Then he
said, “So the Messenger said,

o o8 samds el o b KB piie K3 ) W1 LT
L1, pall ) xS

‘O People, some of you are running people away, so
whoever from you leads the people in prayer, then

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 6128), Abii Dawiid (no. 380) and al-Tirmidhi
(no. 147).
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shorten it, for verily therein is the old, sick, and people

1

who have needs.

And on the authority of Abii Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Messenger of Allah (Jsakifie) said:

o 136 xS 5 il g Cinidl) (8 ol Caisds ST fuo 13)
oLt Lo Jlas avad ot

“If one of you leads the people in prayer then let him
shorten it, for verily therein is the weak, the sick and
the old. And if you pray alone you may lengthen it as

»2

you like.

And on the authority of Abii Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him)
that the Prophet ({u<kdfe) said:
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“Perhaps I might stand for the prayer and want to
elongate it, then I hear the crying of a child so I shorten
my prayer as I dislike making a hardship on his

mother.”

On the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said:

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 6110).
* Reported by Bukhari (no. 683) and Muslim (no. 467).
? Reported by Bukhari (no. 707).
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“I have never prayed behind an Imam with a shorter
but yet more complete prayer than the Prophet
(As44(). And he used to hear the crying of a child
and would shorten (the prayer), out of fear it would be

a trial to his mother.”

And on the authority of Abii Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him)

who said,

“The Prophet (Jzafei{le) came out to us and Umamah
Bint Abul al-‘As was on his shoulders. He began the
prayer and when he bowed he put her down and when

he got back up he would pick her up.”
And he (Judfe) said:
Do S e Ayl vz ol Jo 321 1Y
“If 1 did not think it would be a hardship on my nation,
I would have commanded them to use the siwak before
every prayer.”

All of these ahadith are in Sahih al Bukhari.

Also when he (fz4&4(k) stood with his companions at night to lead
them in (Tarawih) prayer in Ramadin he feared it would become
obligatory upon them so he stopped leading them in the prayer.

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 5996).
? Reported by Bukhari (no. 887) and Muslim (no. 252).
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In the two Sahihs on the authority of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased
with her) that the Prophet (Jz.&i(f) prayed (Tarawih) in the masjid,
then the people prayed as he prayed. Then he prayed again and the
people’s numbers increased, then they gathered on the third or the
fourth night so the Messenger of Allah (jzak4flz) did not come out to
them, so when daytime came he said:
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“I saw what you were doing and nothing stopped me
from coming out to you except that I feared it would

become obligatory upon you; and that is in Ramadan.”

Also in the two Sahihs on the authority of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be
pleased) with her who said:

“Verily the Prophet (Jzafifl) would leave an act he
used to love to do, out of fear the people would act by
it and then it would become obligatory upon them.
And when he (Jzkdf) performed al-Wisal and the
companions learned of that they performed al-Wisal
with him. So he forbade them from that out of
sympathy for them. So they said, “Verily you practice
al-Wisal.” So he said:

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 448) and Muslim (no. 761).

> Al-Wisal is to fast two days [consecutively] without consuming food or
drink between them; this was stated by Imam al-Nawawi. In al-Iqni’, (the
definition) is to fast two days or more without touching any food
intentionally, without an excuse. Mu‘jam Mustalahat alfaz al-Fighiyyah (3/481)
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FER- SO
“I am not built like you (i.e. meaning he is stronger
than them).”

In the two Sahihs on the authority of Abii Hurayrah (may Allah be
pleased with him) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (Jzafse)
forbade al-Wisal while fasting, so a man from the Muslims said to him,
‘Verily you practice al-Wisal, O Messenger of Allah.” So he said:

Gt 5 ) el Sl Gl e ST

“And which one of you is like me, verily I go through

the night and my Lord provides me with food and
drink.””

So when they refused to stop performing al-Wisal, he made al-Wisal
with them for two days. Then they saw the crescent, so he said:

foap b

“If it had come later I would have continued.”

He said this as if he wanted to teach them a lesson because they refused
to stop.

He (Jz.&4iie) forbade them from al-Wisal as a mercy to them and
being sympathetic for them. However, they requested from him again

' Reported by Bukhart (no. 1002) and Muslim (no. 1105).
> Reported by Bukhari (no. 1003) and Muslim (no. 1103).
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to perform al-Wisal, hoping he would agree. So he performed al-Wisal
with them two days before the end of the month, then they saw the
crescent (citing the ending of Ramadan) and he said, “If it had come
later I would have continued.” He said this as if he wanted to teach
them a lesson because they refused to stop.

This is practical guidance and a Prophetic lesson for the noble
companions (may Allah be pleased with them) to point out to them
their weakness and that al-Wisal is a hardship for them; so that they
may stay away from it on their own.

This Prophetic lesson resembles that of a father who sees his son trying
to play with fire, so to make sure he stays away from its harm he takes
his hand and puts his finger gently on the end of a piece of coal so he
can comprehend the extent of its harm. This way he can be warned
from doing it again, and stay away from falling into that, and this is
due to his father highlighting for him the great extent of its harm.

In Sahih Muslim, from the hadith of Mu‘awiyah Ibn al-Hakam al-
Sulami (may Allah be pleased with him) when someone sneezed in the
prayer and he answered him (by saying Yarhamuk Allah). He then
found the companions scolding him harshly for that, so he said:

“By Allah, when the Messenger of Allah (Js.kdfe)
finished praying I never saw a better teacher before or
after him. He did not scold me with a frowned face, he
did not beat me nor did he curse me. Rather he said:

}J‘:‘Q\J@‘“m)‘b\‘luﬂu\(’%gf’kfz\'@’é‘iysw\dl
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‘Verily the prayer is not befitting for one to speak
therein, in it is only Tasbih, (i.e. saying Subhan Allah),
Takbir (i.e. saying Allahu Akbar), and the recitation of

Quran.™

If something from his companions reached him (Jus«&dfz) that needed
to be addressed, he would say in his Khutbah:
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“Why is it that people are doing such and such, and
why is it that some men from my Ummah are saying

such and such.”™

He would say the likes of these statements, so whoever fell into any of
that can leave it oft and whoever did not fall into it can be warned from
falling into it.

4. His Pardoning and Forbearance (Jasf4(-):

Just as he (Jzsakafe) had the utmost mercy and sympathy, he was the
utmost in pardoning, forbearance, forgiving, patience and fortitude.
His outstanding biography is filled with events that prove that.

In the two Sahihs on the authority of Jabir (may Allah be pleased with
him) who said, “We fought in a battle along with the Messenger of
Allah (Jzaddffe) near Najd. We reached the Messenger of Allah

! Reported by Muslim (no. 537).
% See al-Irwa (no. 1782) and al-Silsilah al-Sahthah (no. 328).
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(Azsxfe4ife) in a valley which had many thorn trees, so the Messenger of
Allah rested under a tree and hung his sword on one of its branches.
The people dispersed throughout the valley seeking shade under its
trees. The Messenger of Allah (Jzsafife) said:
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“A man came to me while I was asleep and he took my
sword. I woke up while he was standing at my head
holding my sword without its sheath. He said, “Who
will save you from me?’ I replied, ‘Allah.’ Then he said
again, ‘Who will save you from me?’ I said, ‘Allah.” So
he sheathed the sword and here he is sitting; and the
Messenger of Allah (iz.4() did not do anything to
him.”

This is the wording of Muslim." In Bukhari it says:

“He sat down and did not punish him.”
In the two Sahihs on the authority of ‘A’ishah (may Allzh be pleased
with her) who said, “A group of the Jews entered upon the Messenger

of Allah (Jzufdf) and said, ‘Sim ‘Alaykum (i.e. May death be upon
you).” ‘A’ishah said, “I understood what they said so I replied, ‘And

! Reported by Muslim (no. 834).
* Reported by Bukhari (no. 4139).
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may death and the curse of Allah be upon you.” She said, “The
Messenger of Allah (Jusukife) said:

KN 3 ) g Al o dsdle LY

‘Slow down O ‘A’ishah, verily Allah loves gentleness in
all matters.”

So I'said, “O Messenger of Allah, did you not hear what
they said?” The Messenger of Allah (Jzsafedfe) said:

ey obs 2

“Indeed 1 replied: “Wa ‘Alaykum (And upon
You).,”l

It is also found in the two Sahihs on the authority of ‘A’ishah, may Allah
be pleased with her who said:

“The Messenger of Allah (Jsafsfie) never had to
choose between two matters except he took the easier
of the two, so long as there was no sin involved. If it
contained any sin he was the furthest of people away
from it. The Messenger of Allah (Jz.E4iie) also never
sought revenge for himself except if Allah's sanctity was

violated, then he would take revenge because of that.”

' Reported by Bukhari (no. 6024) and Muslim (no. 2165).
2 Reported by Bukhart (no. 6786) and Muslim (no. 2327).

[Page97



A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

Additionally, Bukhari and Muslim reported in their Sahihs on the
authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said, “While I
was walking with the Messenger of Allah (izudfie) and he was
wearing a Najrani outer garment with a thick hem, a Bedouin came up
to him and pulled his garment violently. Anas said, ‘So I looked at the
neck of the Prophet (iz.84(z) and could see the imprint of the cloak
because of the harsh way he pulled it Then the Bedouin said, ‘O
Muhammad, order for me something from Allah's treasure which you
have.” So he (Jzs&4(f) turned towards him and laughed and ordered
that he be given from that.”

5. His Good Counsel and Sincerity of Purpose (Js&4ffe) in
calling to the Religion of Allzh,

When Allah sent His Messenger Muhammad (Jzsudfie) with this
upright religion, he fulfilled the duty of this important mission in the
most complete manner. He likewise was patient upon the harms that
he encountered in this path.

Bukhiri and Muslim both reported in their Sahih on the authority of
‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) that she said to the Messenger
of Allah (JzsEife),

“Have you encountered a day harsher than the day of
the battle of Uhud?” He said, “I encountered harm from
your people and the worst I encountered was the
trouble on the day of ‘Agabah when I presented myself
to Ibn ‘Abd Yalail ibn ‘Abd Kulal and he did not
respond to my call. So I departed, with grief present on

' Reported by Bukhari (no. 3149) and Muslim (no. 1057).
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my face, and proceeded on and did not recover till I
found myself at Qarn al-Tha'alib where 1 lifted my head
towards the sky to see a cloud shading me
unexpectedly. I looked up and saw angel Jibril was
present therein. He called me saying, ‘Allah has heard
what your people said to you and their disrespect
towards you. Allah has sent the angel of the mountains
to you so that you may order him to do whatever you
wish to these people.” The angel of the mountains
called and greeted me, and then said, ‘O Muhammad!
Verily Allah has heard what your people have said to
you and your Lord has sent me to you to order me with
what you wish. If you like, I will let the two mountains
fall on them.” The Prophet (JsaE4() said,

\ﬁ.}ﬁ'«{ﬂﬂe\,abjﬂ\%oﬁmwé\&aﬁ\@d\fj\&

“No, but I hope that Allah will bring forth from their

offspring those who will worship Allah alone, and will

worship none besides Him.”
Indeed, this is from his outstanding character. He (Jmukdfe)
encountered this level of harm and was surrounded by afflictions, to
the extent that he departed having grief present on his face. Then the
angels of Allah came to him to eliminate his enemies by crushing them
with the two mountains in Makkah, which are called al-Akhshabain.
However, he did not accept this offer. Rather he replied with an answer
that makes entirely clear his sincerity of purpose and love for Allah to
be worshipped alone. He said:

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 3231) and Muslim (no. 1795).

I[Page99



A Glimpse at the Impeccable Character of the Noble Messenger

“No, but I hope that Allah will bring forth from their

offspring children who will worship Allah alone and

not associate anything as partners with Him.”
He ({ze4(e) left the people on a clear white plain that guarantees for
the one who treads it to have the best of this life and happiness in the
hereafter. This came as a result of the Messenger ({zs:fi) having the
qualities of complete and perfect sincerity of purpose, power and clarity
of speech and the utmost of trustworthiness. There is not anything that
will bring someone closer to Allah except he showed it to his nation
and encouraged them with it, just as he warned from that which
opposes this. He did not fall short (iz.&4fe) in conveying Allah's
religion, nor did he fall short in explaining it when he conveyed it.

Muslim reported in his Sahih on the authority of Salman al-Farist (may
Allah be pleased with him) that it was said to him:

“Verily your Prophet teaches you everything, even the
etiquettes of how to relieve yourselves.”

He said:

“Certainly, he forbade us from facing the Qiblah while
relieving our bowels or urinating, cleaning ourselves
with the right hand or cleaning ourselves with less than
three rocks, and cleaning ourselves with animal dung
or bones.”

! Reported by Muslim (no. 262).
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Furthermore, he (J&adfle) proclaimed that he fulfilled his task in
conveying the message during the greatest gathering he ever witnessed
and that was during the farewell Hajj. There he asked the people to
testify themselves and they bore witness with a testimony of truth that
he conveyed the message of his Lord, that he fulfilled what Allah
commanded him with in the most complete manner and that he was a
sincere advisor in all of that. This comes in the long hadith of Jabir
(may Allah be pleased with him) in the description of the Prophets Hajj
(Jesudediffe), which was reported by Muslim in his Sahih. In it he
(Jesukediffe) said while he was delivering his sermon to the people on the
day of ‘Arafah:
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“I have indeed left you with that which if you stick to
it, you will never go astray: The Book of Allah. And
you will be asked about me so what is it that you will
say?”

They said: “We testify that you have conveyed the
message, fulfilled the responsibility and gave sincere

advice.’

So he pointed his finger, raising it towards the sky,
moving it for the people to see.

Slye ENE sgal (.GU\ ags r@ﬂ\
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“O Allah bear witness, O Allah bear witness, three
times.”

He (iz.84f2) did not leave a path that provides clarification and allows
people to gain understanding, motivates the people towards the
obedience of Allah and keeps them far from His disobedience, except
that he utilized these means to invite to the way of Allah and to warn
his nation from diverting from the sound legislation, which he
(Jessfeifle) came with. Thus, he used to put forth examples to make
things crystal clear, illustrating to them situations as if they were
perceived and witnessed before their very eyes.

In Sahih Muslim on the authority of Abii Miisd al-Ash‘ari (may Allah
be pleased with him) that the Prophet (Jus:&4(z) said,
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“Indeed the similitude of myself and the message with
which Allah has sent me is like 2 man who came to his
people and said, ‘I have seen the enemy forces with my
own eyes and I am the plain warner (to you) so save
yourselves; save yourselves!” A Group of his people
obeyed him and went out at night, slowly and steadily
and were saved, while another group belied him and

! Reported by Muslim (no. 1218).
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stayed in their place until the morning so the army
destroyed them and overran them. Such is the
similitude of those who obey me and follow what I
have brought and those who disobey me and belie the
Truth which I have brought.” '

There also comes in his Sahih on the authority of Jabir (may Allah be
pleased with him) who said, the Messenger of Allah (X&) said:
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“The similitude of me and you is like a man who lit a
fire, and the locusts and moths started to fall into it; and
he is trying to protect them from (falling into it). I am
trying to prevent you from the fire, but you are

92

slipping away through my hands.

Bukhari and Muslim have both collected this hadith upon the authority
of Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him).

Likewise, if he (ls«kifiz) was asked a question and there was
something more important than what was being asked about, then he
would turn the attention [of the questioner], with his gentleness and
wisdom, to that which was of greater importance.

! Muslim (no. 2283).
> Muslim (no. 2285).
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In the two Sahihs on the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased with
him) that a man asked the Prophet ({zs4fiz) concerning the hour and
said: “When is the hour (i.e. the day of resurrection)?” He said:
¢ e 13l
“And what did you prepare for its coming?”

The man said:

"Nothing, except that I love Allah and His Messenger
(Jesaentic).

So he (Jusudfie) said:
“You will be with whom you love.”

There are also other ways which he employed (iz.&4fz) in guiding
and counseling the people.

6. His Strength and his Courage (Js&4):

The believer who is strong is better and more beloved to Allah than
the believer who is weak and there is good in each of them, just as he
(Azssdei) said in a hadith that was reported by Muslim in his Sahih.

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 3688) and Muslim (no. 2639).
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Allah has combined many types of strength in His slave and Messenger,
Muhammad (Jz.&4fz). He gathered along with his strength of Iman
bodily strength. Thus, he used this strength to worship Allah, obey him
and strive towards everything that will bring him closer to Him. Verily,
he is the role model for his nation in every good.

Bukhari and Muslim reported in their Sahih on the authority of
‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her who said):

“When the Messenger of Allah (Jus«kdfl) prayed, he
would stand until his feet split.”

‘A’ishah said,

“O Messenger of Allah, do you do this when Allah has

forgiven you your past and future sins?” He said:
$1,550 s o1 of et ST, 25 |
“O ‘A’ishah, should I not love to be a grateful servane?™!

There also comes in the two Sahihs upon the authority of Ibn Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with him) who said:

“The Prophet (Jz.%4{l-) was the most generous and he
would be even more generous in the month of
Ramadan when he met angel Jibril. He used to meet
him every night in Ramadan and would review the
Qur’an with him. So the Messenger of Allah (Jza i)

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 4837) and Muslim (no. 2820).
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was more generous concerning good than a refreshing
wind carrying the glad tidings of rain.”

Additionally, it is found in the two Sahihs on the authority of Anas
(may Allah be pleased with him) who said”

“The Messenger of Allah (Jusukdflz) was the (most
handsome), most generous, and the bravest of all the
people. Once the people of al-Madinahx got frightened
having heard an uproar at night. So the Prophet
(Jesukedifle) headed towards that noise and reached it
before his companions did. He then turned to them and
said, ‘Do not get scared; do not get scared.” He was on
an unsaddled horse belonging to Abii Talhah with his
sword slung over his shoulder. Then he said, ‘I found it

9992

(i.e. the horse) to be very fast.

He (Jz.efe) also used to lead his companions in fighting in Allah’s
cause. On the day of the battle of Uhud, his face was split and his tooth
was broken (Jadfic).

Also in the battle of Hunayn, the Messenger of Allah (i)
remained firm when many of those with him fled. In the two Sahihs
on the authority of al Bara Ibn al-*Azib (may Allh be pleased with him)

that a man said to him:

“O Abii Umarah, did you flee leaving the Messenger of
Allzh (Jz.Edle) on the day of Hunayn?” So he said,

" Reported by Bukhari (no. 6) and Muslim (no. 2308).
> Reported by Bukhari (no. 3040) and Muslim (no. 2307).
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“But the Messenger of Allah (ki) did not flee.
The people of Hawazin were good archers, and when
we attacked them they fled. But rushing towards the
booty (i.e. spoils of war), we were confronted by the
arrows (of the enemy). I saw the Messenger of Allah
(Jesudedile) and Abii Sufyan Ibn al-Harith holding onto
the reins of his white mule while he was saying, ‘T am
the Prophet without a doubt, I am the son of Abdul
Muttalib.”™"

Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his Tafsir, after
quoting this hadith:

“This is a demonstration of the utmost courage from
the Prophet on this day in the midst of confusion, when
his army ran away and left him behind. Yet, the
Messenger remained on his mule, which is a slow
animal, not suitable for fast battle moves or even escape.
However, the Messenger of Allah was encouraging his
mule to move forward towards the enemy announcing
who he was, so that those among them who did not
know him would always know him (fs.&4), until
the Day of Judgment. This indicates his tremendous
trust in Allah and reliance upon Him, as well as his
certain knowledge that He will give him victory,
complete what He has sent him for and give superiority
to His religion above all other religions.”

! Reported by Bukhari (no. 2864) and Muslim (no. 1776).
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His Right (J5.£45{) Upon His Nation
and the Right of His Nation Upon Him

erhaps it is appropriate that I end this talk that entailed examples of
his characteristics (Jz.%4(2), by briefly pointing out his right over
his nation and the right of his nation over him (Jzx&4f). So I say:

From his rights upon his nation — and by them fulfilling this lies all
their happiness — is to testify that he is truthfully the Messenger of Allah
to all of the Jinn and mankind. And that his Sunnah will remain until
the hour is established and that it is general for everyone; no one is
excused to leave it off.

Muslim has reported in his Sahih on the authority of Abii Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (i) said:
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JU\ u\ﬁ’i K% o(ﬂ«; C,.Luj\ géa\&la Ba éﬁ

“By the one whom my soul is in His hand, no one from
this nation will hear about me, not a Jew nor a
Christian, then dies and does not believe in that which
I was sent with except he will be from the dwellers of

the fire.”

To also to testify that his legislation is valid for every time and place,
and that there is no happiness in this life or savior in the hereafter except
for the one who follows his way and treads his path. That he is the

! Muslim (no. 153).
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example and role model for his nation and that he is the truthful, the
one who is believed in everything which he informs of, whether it
relates to the unseen, the past or the future. Similarly, that the hearts be
filled with love for him greater than the love of oneself, parents,
children and the whole of mankind.

Part of loving him is loving his Sunnah, glorifying it, implementing it,
and referring all disputes back to it, just as Allah, the Exalted, stated:
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“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him) to mankind):
‘If you (really) love Allah then follow me (i.e. accept
Islamic Monotheism, follow the Quran and the
Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you your
sins.” [Al ‘Imran: 3:31]

From his rights is that worship be solely for Allah in accordance with
the guidelines laid out by the Messenger of Allah (Xukdfe). So Allah
is not worshipped except by with what he legislated, just as he said
(Jesafeiifle) in the authentic hadith:
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“Whoever does an action not upon our matter then it
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is rejected.

! Muslim (no. 1718).
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And how great is the statement of Abii ‘Uthman al-Naysabiiri when he
said:

“Whoever observes the Sunnah [and confines] himself
[to it], in both statement and action, will speak with
wisdom; and whoever adheres to desires, in both
statement and action, will speak with innovation.”

Shaykh al-Islaim Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab gathered these
conditions in a concise statement when explaining the meaning of the

testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah (Jzaifz). He
said (may Allah have mercy upon him):

“To obey him in that which he commanded, to believe
him in that which he informed of; to stay away from
what he forbid and prohibited, and to only worship
Allah with that which he legislated.”

From his rights upon his nation ({z.84() is to keep the tongues moist
with mention and praise of him with that which is befitting, whilst
avoiding going to extremes, which Allih and His Messenger

- (Jesu®dfe) is not pleased with. Also to praise his Sunnah, clarify its

beauties, and explain the dire need for the people to stick to it. To keep
the tongues moist with sending salutations upon him (Jz.&4f) — may
Allah send salutations and blessings upon him, his family, his

companions, and those who follow them in goodness.

' Hilyah al-Awliya (10/244) and al-Kalam ‘Ala Mas’alah al-Sama‘ by Ibn al-
Qayyim p. 278.
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The true miser is the one when the Prophet (isaf4fle) is mentioned
he does not send salutations upon him. May Allah humiliate the one
who when the Prophet (izsukdfle) is mentioned, he does not send
salutations upon him. The one who is miserly by not sending
salutations upon the Prophet (z+&4f>) when he is mentioned is more
miserly than the one who withholds giving his wealth in (charity). May
Allah send the most perfect salutations and most complete peace upon
him, his family, his companions and those who follow them in
goodness until the Day of Resurrection.

As for the rights of his nation over him, then it is that he conveys to
them the message of their Lord and guide them to that in which lies
their happiness in this life and the hereafter.

Allzh the Most High says:
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“The Messenger's duty is only to convey (the message)

in a clear way (i.e. to preach in a plain way).” [Al-Niir:
24:54]

And He the most High says:

TR I3
“Then! Are the Messengers charged with anything but
to convey clearly the Message?” [Al-Nahl: 16:35]
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Bukhari reported in his Sahih on the authority of Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri

(may Allah have mercy on him) that he said:

“From Allah is the message, upon the Messenger is to
convey and upon us is to submit.™

No doub, Allah has bestowed His favors upon the believers by sending
His noble Messenger — upon him is the best prayers and most complete
salutations. The Messenger of Allah (izuiife) fulfilled conveying the
message in the most complete and perfect manner. Thus, Allih sent

down in the end of his life during the farewell Hajj:
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“This day, I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for
you Islam as your religion.” [Al-Ma'idah: 5:3]

And he (z544() said in his sermon during the farewell Hajj:
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' Reported by Bukhari in the Book of Tawhid, Chapter 46, under the
statement of Allah, “O Messenger convey what has been sent down upon you
from your Lord and if you do not you have not conveyed His message.”
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“I have indeed left you with that which if you stick to
it, you will never go astray: the Book of Allah. And you
will be asked about me so what is it that you will say?”

They said, “We testify that you have truthfully
conveyed and fulfilled the message, and gave sincere
advice.”

So he pointed his finger, raising it towards the sky,
moving it for the people to see,

ofa)b@\r&\@\r«m

“O Allah bear witness, O Allah bear witness, three
times.” Reported by Muslim

So that which is from Allah is the message, and that which is upon the
Messenger (J5.E4{k) is to convey, and each one of those has indeed
occurred in the most complete and perfect fashion.

That which is upon this nation is to submit. Therefore, the happy one
is the one who is given the success to do this by statement, action and
belief. The wretched, distant, forsaken one is the one who does the
opposite of that.

I ask Allah the All-Generous, Lord of the Mighty throne, to give us all
the success to behave with the character of this noble Messenger — upon
him is the best prayers and most perfect salutations. [I ask Allah] to
bestow upon us the success to cling to his way, tread upon his
methodology, to cause us to die upon his Sunnah, and to raise us up
amongst his troops and make us from those who achieve his
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intercession; He is the only One in charge of that and All Able to do
s0, and there is no might nor power except with Him.

O Lord, accept this from us, verily, you are the All-Hearer All-
Knower. O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon his family,
justas You sent prayers upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim; verily,
You are full of Praise, full of Glory. O Allah, send blessings upon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You sent
blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim; verily, You are full
of Praise, full of Glory.

¢
L
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Glossary
A

Ayah: (pl. ayar) “sign,” a verse of the Quran.

Ahad: a narration which is narrated through one chain only.
Ahadith: see hadith.

‘Alayhi al-salam: May Allah (JG%522.) protect and preserve him. It is
said after the name of a Prophet of Allah or after the name of an Angel.
Ansar: Helpers; the Muslims of al-Madinah who supported the
Muslims who migrated from Makkah.

‘Arsh: Throne of Allah (J&5s:2).

‘Asr: the afternoon Prayer.

Awliya‘: see Wali.

B

Bid'‘ah: Heresy (any innovatory practice).
Buraq: An animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than a horse on
which the Prophet (SaLNZWE.E) went for the Mi'raj.

D

Da'1: One engaged in da‘wah, caller.

Da‘if: A weak, unauthentic narration.

Da'wah: Invitation, call to Allah (JG55:2).

Din: a completed way of life prescribed by Allah (J&;%ez2).

Dhikr: (pl. adhkar) remembrance of Allah (:¥5Js) with the heart,

sayings of the tongue and actions of our limbs.
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Fahish: One who speaks with evil or obscene speech.

Fard Kifayah: A collective obligation - if fulfilled by a part of the
community, then the rest are not obligated.

Fatwa: (pl. fatawa) A religious verdict.

Faqih: A Scholar who can give religious verdicts.

Figh: Islamic jurisprudence, understanding.

Fitnah: (pl. fitan) Trials, persecution, conflicts and strifes among the
Muslims.

Fitrah: the natural disposition that one is born upon.

G

Ghuluww: Going to an extreme.
Ghusl: A ceremonial bath necessary for the one who is in a state of
Janabah (ritual sexual impurity).

H

Hadith: (pl. ahadith) the saying, actions and approvals accurately
narrated from the Prophet (Jas4fgsafedillz).

Halal: Lawful.

Hanif: Pure Islamic Monotheism (worshiping Allah alone and nothing
else).

Haram: Unlawful and forbidden.

Hasan: fine, good; a term used for an authentic hadith, which does not
reach the level of Sahih.

Harj: Killing.

Al-Hariiriyyah: a special unorthodox religious sect that branched off
from the Khawarij.

Hijrah: Migration from the land of Shirk to the land of Islam.

Hukm: A judgment of legal decision (especially of Allah).

I
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‘Ibadah: worship, worship of Allah.

Thsan: Worshipping Allah as though you see Him. However, since
you cannot see Him, then know that He sees you.

Ijma': A consensus, a unified opinion of Scholars regarding a certain
issue.

Ijtihad: exertion of effort; the process of arriving at a reasoned decision
by a Scholar on an issue.

Imam: A leader; a leader in Prayer, knowledge in figh, leader of a state.
Iman: faith, to affirm all that was revealed to the Prophet
(Ao aeseae).

Isnad: the chain of narrators linking the collector of the saying to the
person quoted.

Istikharah: a Prayer consisting of two units (rak'ak) asking Allah for
guidance.

Istiwa: ascending; the ascending of Allih above the Throne (in the
manner that befits His Majesty).

J

Janibah: A state of a person after having sexual intercourse or sexual
discharge.

Janazah: (pl. janaa‘iz): Funeral.

Jihad: striving, struggling, fighting to make the Word of Allah
supreme.

Jumu'ah: Friday.

Jinn: invisible creation, created by Allah from smokeless fire.

Junub: a person who is in the state of janabah.

K

Kabah: a square stone building in al-Masjid al-Haram (the great
mosque in Makkah which Muslims go to for pilgrimage and to which
all Muslims direct their face in Prayer).
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Al-Kaba‘ir: The major sins.

Khariji: (pl. Khawarij): Those who declared that a Muslim becomes a
disbeliever due to commiting a major sin alone.

Khalifah: (pl. khulafa): the head of the Islamic government to whom
the oath of allegiance is given.

Khilafah: an Islamic state.

Khutbah: (person khatib), religious talk (sermon).

Kufr: (person kafir) act of disbelief in the Religion of Islam.

M

Madhhab: The position, view or opinion of a Muslim Scholar or
school of Islamic Jurisprudence.

Makriih: Something that is not approved of, undesirable from the
point of view of Religion, although not punishable.

Manhaj: A way; method; methodology.

Marfia': A raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet (Jzs4ffsiific).
Masjid: A mosque.

Mawbiqat: great destructive sins.

Mudallis: one who practises tadlis.

Muhajir: (pl. muhajiroon, muhajirin) one who migrated from the land
of the disbelievers to the land of the Muslims for the sake of Allah.
Muhaddith: scholar of the science of hadith.

Mutfti: one who gives fatawa.

Mujahid: (pl. mujahidiin): a Muslim warrior in Jihad.

Mujtahid: Someone who is qualified to pass judgment using ijtihad.
Munkar: Rejected; a narration which is inauthentic itself and
contradicts and authentic narrations.

Mugqallid: one who practices faqlid.

Mushrik: (pl. mushrikiin) polythesists, pagans and disbelievers in the
oneness of Allaah (S&3z) and His Messenger (Jassfesife).

Mustahabb: Recommended; an action if left not punishable and if
done it is rewardable.
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Muttaqiin: People who are pious.

Mutawatir: a hadith which is narrated by a very large number of
reporters, such that it cannot be supported that they all agreed upon a
lie.

Muwahhid: (pl. muwahhidiin) one who unifies all of his worship and
directs it to Allah alone.

Mawdii: Fabricated; spurious; invented (narration).

Mawqiif: stopped; a narration from a Companion, which does not go
back to the Prophet (fzssfedile).

Mawsiil: Connected; a continuous isnad that can be narrated back to
the Prophet (Jasak4ile).

N

Niafilah: (pl. nawafil) Optional act of worship.
Niyyah: An intention from the heart.
Nusuk: A sacrifice.

Q

Qadar: Divine pre-ordainment; that which Allah has ordained for His
creation.

Qiblah: The direction the Muslims face during Prayer.

Qiyas: Anological deduction of Islamic laws. New laws are deduced
from old laws based upon similarity between their causes.

Quniit: Devotion; a special supplication while standing in the Prayer.
Quraysh: One of the greatest tribes in Arabia in the pre-Islamic period
of Ignorance. The Prophet (Jz5.%4{>) belonged to this tribe.

R

Rafidi: This is the correct title for the extreme Shi‘ah; those who bear
malice and grudges against the noble Companions to the extent that
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they declare them to be apostates. They also hold that the Qur‘an which
the Muslims have is neither complete nor preserved from corruption.
Ramadan: The ninth month of Islamic calander, in which Muslims
observe fasting.

S

Sahabah: Muslims who met the Prophet (1z.&4i{{z) believing in him
and died believing in him.

Sahih: Authentic, the highest rank of classification of authentic ahadith.
Salaf, Salaf al-Salih: The pious predecessors; the Muslims of the first
three generations: the Companions, the successors and their successors.
Salafi: one who ascribes oneself to the Salaf and follows their way.
Sirah: The life story of the Prophet ({z.54z).

Shari‘ah: The divine code of law in Islam.

Shawwal: The month after Ramadan.

Shaytan: Satan.

Shiah: (see Rafidi) A collective name for the various sects claiming
love for Ahl al-Bayt. ‘

Shirk: Associating partners with Allah directly or indirectly in
worship; compromising any aspects of Tawhid.

Siirah: A chapter of the Qurian.

Sunnah: Example, practice; the way of life of the Prophet (Jasaé{le),
consisting of his words, actions and silent approvals. The Sunnah is
contained in various ahadith.

T

Tabi: (pl. tabi'in) the generation after the Companions of the Prophet
B ERAN

Tafsir: explanation of the Qurian.

Taghiit: Anything that is worshiped other than the real God (Allah)
(i.e. false deities).
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TaHajjud: Voluntary, recommended Prayer between the compulsory
Prayers of ‘Isha’ and Fajr.

Takhrij: It is to reference a hadith to its sources and analyze its chains
of narration.

Tagqlid: Blind following; to follow someone’s opinion (madhhab)
without evidence.

Taqwia: Acting in obedience to Allah, hoping for His mercy upon
light from Him and taqwa is leaving acts of disobedience, out of fear of
Him, upon light from Him.

Tarjamah: Notes about a reporter of hadith.

Tawaf: The circumambulation of the ka'bah.

Tawhid: Islamic Monotheism; the Oneness of Allah. Believing and
acting upon His Lordship, His rights of Worship and Names and
Attributes.

U

Uhud: A well-known mountain in al-Madinah. One of the greatest
battles in Islamic history came at its foot. This is called Ghazwah Uhud.
‘Ulama‘: (singular: ‘alim) scholars.

Umm: Mother of, used as an identification.

Ummah: Nation, the Muslims as a whole.

‘Umrah: A visit to Makkah during which one performs the rawaf
around the Ka'bah and the Sa'i between al-Safa and al-Marwah. It is
called the lesser Hajj.

Usiil: The fundamentals.

W

Wahyi: The revelation or inspiration of Allah to His Prophets.
Wahdah al-Wujiid: The belief that everything in existance is intact
Allah. This deviant belief is held by many Sufiyyah.

Wakil: Disposer of affairs.
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Witr: Odd; the last Prayer at the night, which consists of odd number
of raka‘at (units).

Walimah: The wedding feast.

Wasilah: the means of approach or achieving His closeness to Allah by
getting His favours.

Wudii‘: An ablution (ritual washing) that is performed before Prayer
and other kinds of worship.

Y

Yagin: Perfect and absolute faith.
Yathrib: One of the names of al-Madinah.

V4

Zakit: Charity that is obligatory on everyone who has wealth over
and above a certain limit over which a year has passed (2.5% of saved
weath).

Zakat al-Fitr: An obligatory charity by the Muslims to be given to
the poor before the Prayer of ‘Id al-Fitr.

Zamzam: The sacred water inside the haram (the grand mosque) at

Makkah.
Zanadiqah: An atheist, a heretic.
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Our Call to the Ummah

[1]: We believe in Allah and His Names and Attributes, as they were
mentioned in the Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of the Messenger of
Allsh (Jz52), without tahrif (distortion), nor fa‘wil (figurative
interpretation), nor famthil (making a likeness), nor tashbih
(resemblance), nor fa'fil (denial).

[2]: We love the Companions (#24i5) of the Messenger of Allaah
(Az4k4ifle), and we hate those who speak against them. We believe
that to speak ill of them is to speak ill of the Religion, because they are
the ones who conveyed it to us. And we love the Family of the Prophet
(Jzssdefle) with love that is permitted by the Shari'ah. ‘Imran Ibn
Husayn (4245) said, “O people! Learn the knowledge of the Religion
from us, if you do not do so, then you will certainly be misguided.”

[3]: We love the People of Hadith and all of the Salaf of the Ummah
from Ahl al-Sunnah. Imam al-Shitibi (d.790H) - &f&z5 - said, “The
Salaf al-Salih, the Companions, the tabi‘in and their successors knew
the Qur'an, its sciences and its meanings the best.”

[4]: We despise ‘ilm al-kalam (knowledge of theological rhetoric), and
we view it to be from amongst the greatest reasons for the division in
the Ummah.

[5]: We do not accept anything from the books of figh (jurisprudence),
nor from the books of rafsir (explanation of the Qur'an), nor from the
ancient stories, nor from the Sirah (biography) of the Prophet
(Jzssdeiifl), except that which has been confirmed from Allih or from
His Messenger (d25:4ffz). We do not mean that we have rejected
them, nor do we claim that we are not in need of them. Rather, we

! Refer to al-Kifayah (p. 15) of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.
? Refer to al-Muwafigat (2/79) of al-Shatibi.
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benefit from the discoveries of our Scholars and the jurists and other
than them. However, we do not accept a ruling, except with an
authentic proof.

[6]: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our lessons, nor
do we give sermons with anything except the Qur‘an, or the authentic
and authoritative hadith. And we detest what emanates from many
books and admonishers in terms of false stories and weak and fabricated
ahadith. ‘Abdullah Ibn al-Mubarak (d.181H) - iz - said, “The
authentic ahadith are sufficient and the weak ahadith are not needed.”

[7]: We do not perform takfir upon any Muslim due to any sin, except
Shirk with Allah, or the abandonment of Prayer, or apostasy. We seek
refuge in Allah from that.

[8]: We believe that the Qur‘an is the Speech of Allzh, it is not created.

[9]: We hold that our ‘obligation is to co-operate with the group that
traverses the methodology of the Book and the Sunnah, and what the
Salaf of the Ummah were upon; in terms of calling to Allah (J&822),
and being sincere in worship of Him, and warning from Shirk,
innovations, and disobedience, and to advise all of the groups that
oppose this.” ‘So co-operating upon righteousness and piety (taqwa)
and mutual advising necessitates warning against evil and not co-
operating with the wicked.”

! Refer to al-Jami" li-Akhlag al-Rawi (2/159) of al-Suyiii.

? From a fatwa by the Committee of Major Scholars dated: 11/16/1417H, (no. 18870). It
was signed by al-‘Allimah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Baz, Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn ‘Abdullah
Al al-Shaykh, Shaykh ‘Abdullzh Ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ghudayyan, Shaykh Bakr
Ibn ‘Abdullzh Aba Zayd, and Shaykh $alih Ibn Fawzan al-Fawzan.

* From the words of Shaykh Ibn Baz in al-Furqan magazine (issue no. 14, p. 1s).
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[10]: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the Muslim rulers as
long as they are Muslims, nor do we feel that revolutions bring about
reconciliation. Rather, they corrupt the community.

[x1]: We hold that this multiplicity of present day parties is a reason for
the division of the Muslims and their weakness. So therefore we set
about ‘freeing the minds from the fetters of blind-following and the
darkness of sectarianism and party spirit.”

[12]: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Allah and of the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah ({z5.%45{>) to the understanding of
the Salaf of the Ummah from the Scholars of hadith, not the blind-
followers of their individuals. Rather, we take the truth from wherever
it comes. And we know that there are those who claim Salafiyyah, yet
Salafiyyah is free from them, since they bring to the society what Allah
has prohibited. We believe in ‘cultivating the young generation upon
this Islam, purified from all that we have mentioned, giving to them a
correct Islamic education from the start - without any influence from
the disbelieving western education.”

[13]: We believe that politics is a part of the Religion, and those who
try to separate the Religion from politics are only attempting to destroy
the Religion and to spread chaos.

[14]: We believe there will be no honour or victory for the Muslims
until they return to the Book of Allaah and to the Sunnah of the

K

Messenger of Allah (fz.e5e).

[15]: We oppose those who divide the Religion into trivialities and
important issues. And we know that this is a destructive da‘wah.

! From Figh al-Wagi' (p. 49) of al-Albani.
% From Figh al-Waagi' (p. 51) of al-Albani.
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[16]: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of the Sunnah,
and say that this is not the time for it. Likewise, we oppose those who
put down acting upon the Summah of the Messenger of Allah

G

(lsdea).

[17]: Our da‘wah and our ‘agidah is more beloved to us than our own
selves, our wealth and our offspring. So we are not prepared to part
with it for gold, nor silver. We say this so that no one may have hope
in buying out our da‘wah, nor should he think that it is possible for him
to purchase it from us for dinar or dirham.

[18]: We love the present day Scholars of the Sunnah and hope to
benefit from them and regret the passing away of many of them. Imam
Milik said (d.179H) - £%25, “The knowledge of hadith is your flesh and
blood and you will be asked concerning it on the Day of Judgement,
so look who you are taking it from.”

[19]: We do not accept a fatwa except from the Book of Allah and the

Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah ({z.4e).

These are glimpses into our ‘agidah and our da‘wah. So if one has any
objection to this, then we are prepared to accept advice if it is truthful,
and to refute it if it is erroneous, and to avoid it if it is stubborn
rejection. And Allah knows best.

! Refer to al-Muhaddith al-Fasil (p. 416) and al-Kifayah (p. 21) of al-Khatib.
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A Glimpse at the Impeccable
Character of the Noble Messenger

The greatest blessing Allah has bestowed upon this nation 1s that
He sent to them His noble Messenger Muhammad (&40 c&iz)
to guidc to everything benehcial, during his lifetime and in the
furure, and to warn them from every harmful thing in chis life and
in the hereafter,

He (dzaifls) grew up from his beginning to his last moments
adorning himself with every noble characteristic and staying far
away from every blameworthy description. He was the most
knowledgeable amongst the people and the best of them in giving

advice.

If an example was to be used by the people regarding truseworthi-
ness, truthfulness and chasteness, he would be the [example] to
mention.

In short, every praiseworthy quality that is behtting for mankind,
he (Azea{=) had the biggest portion of it and the most complete
share. He was the furthest and far removed of them from every
blameworthy characteristic — and this is what both friend and foe
testified to.

- From the author's words
>
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