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Introduction

ORIGINAL TEXT e SV ——
all siXik - »Lp I

s>\ ¢ \y* AT
Imam Muhammad bin Abdul-Wahhab SilP said:

Ponder— may Allah have mercy upon you— upon six events from
the (Prophetic) history (sirah) and understand them in an excellent
manner.

EXPLANATION

The Shaykh said: “Ponder— may Allah have mercy upon you—
upon six events from the (Prophetic) history {sirah) and understand
them in an excellent manner.”

What is intended by the term sirah (S"un) is the history of the
Messenger fH, and this is the path that the Messenger 0 used to
traverse upon from the time he was dispatched (as a Prophet) until
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Allah caused him to die, in terms of worship, social interactions,
dawah to Allah df, jihad, hijrah, and teaching. All of his actions,
statements, and interactions make up his sirah 0. This affair— the
history of the Messenger 0 — is important for the Muslim to study so
that one may follow his example. This is because Allah has made
him an example for us. Allah has said:

Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad Hi)
you have a good example to follow for he who hopes
in (the Meeting with) Allah and the Last Day.

[Surah al-Ahzab 33:21]

Therefore, he is our example t8?. Hence, let us study his history so
that we may follow his example. This is what is required from (one)
studying the sirah and comprehending it. The intent is not that the
sirah is read on innovated occasions, such as the occasion of the birth-
day of the Prophet 111, for indeed, this reading will be of no benefit.
This is because the intent [in that] is not to understand it; it is only a
custom done to seek blessings. Therefore, it will be of no benefit. This
is because specifying it for a restricted time frame then abandoning it
will not benefit in the least. One should study the sirah at all times.

We don’'t mean by “study” merely reading it from beginning to end
and saying, “We have read the sirahd It is a must that we gain under-
standing of it and take the Messenger <& as an example in his actions
and statements. This is the objective.

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim has written a tremendous book regarding
figh of the sirah. It is entitled Zad al-Maad Fi Hadyi Khayr al- 1bad.
There are also books from some of the contemporary writers; some of
them are correct and some are evil. From them (the writers) are those
who have deviated, brought forth polytheistic ideas, and encouraged
others to seek blessings by way of the narrations, and they have made
this the objective behind reading the sirah. However, no consider-
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ation is given to this. This is because everyone spends from what he
has. The one who has something good will spend what is good, and
the one who has something lowly will spend what is lowly.

All praise is for Allah; we ask Allah to guide us and you, and to guide
these people to the correct path and to return them to the truth. We
do not mock them such that (we think that) what afflicted them
cannot afflict us. However, we ask Allah for security and we ask Allah
to guide them and return them to what is correct.

The objective behind studying the sirah of the Messenger |§(is to reflect
on it and implement it, and to take the example of the Messenger O .
Likewise, to extract rulings from it. This is what is desired, for the
entirety of his life was goodness, knowledge, righteous action, jihad,
dawah, and education. His life was replete with tremendous good
in all respects. It (his life) was all worship (of Allah). Therefore, it is
upon us to give due consideration to his sirah. The Shaykh has taken
six important events from his biography. The rest of it is present in
his sirah; however, these events are connected to the agidah.

ORIGINAL TEXT —_— = — —

. AS*jd Ny ELj 1 A 01laul

Perhaps Allah will make you understand the religion of the prophets
so that you can follow it and the religion of the polytheists so that
you may abandon it.

EXPLANATION -memmememe —oome S —

This is the objective from studying the sirah: that you understand
the religion of the prophets, upon them be prayers and peace; that
you understand tawhid and follow it, and that you understand shirk
so that you may avoid it. It is not sufficient for the person to know
the truth only. Rather, it is a must that he knows the truth and that
he knows falsehood. He knows the truth so that he may act upon it
and he knows falsehood so that he may avoid it. This is because if one
does not know falsehood, he will fall into it unknowingly. When you
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traverse upon a pathway and you do not know this pathway, and it
has pitfalls and dangers, perhaps you will be destroyed unknowingly.
You may fall into the pitfalls unknowingly. However, if you study the
pathway and you know what it contains from dangers and destructive
affairs, then you will be upon clarity and you can avoid the dangers in
that pathway. This is as it relates to perceivable matters. Likewise, this
is even more applicable to the affairs of agidah. It is a must that you
know falsehood. You should know shirk, its types, its reasons, and the
means that lead to it, so that you may avoid them. A poet said:

4-Sjs) j-i0d A j-i0l c-ijk
U *IL qAj-iJl ~NAI

I became acquainted with evil, notfor the sake ofevil, but to avoid it.

He who does not know the evilfrom thegood willfall into it.

Hudhayfah bin al-Yaman iii, the eminent Companion, said, “The
people used to ask the Prophet % about the good. | used to ask him
about the evil, fearing that | may fall into it.”1

Therefore, it is a must that one knows the good and knows the evil.
Some people today say, “You know the truth, so it is not necessary
that you know its opposite.” This is false, because if you do not know
falsehood then it will remain hidden from you and you will go astray
from the truth, especially with the presence of callers to evil and
misguidance prepared to lead the people astray.

ORIGINAL TEXT —— - — —- S —

LfcS” iNjsi v ga 41 cr A

For indeed, most of those who claim (adherence to) the religion and

" Reported by al-Bukhari (3606 and 7084), Muslim (1847 and 51), Ahmad (23,282), and
Ibn Majah (3979).
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Introduction

who claim to be from the monotheists do not understand the Sunnah
in a proper manner.

EXPLANATION

The polytheists seek to draw near to Allah by way of shirk, think-
ing that it is good. This is because they do not know (what) shirk
(is). Therefore, they use it to draw near to Allah, so they sacrifice for
the awliya‘and the righteous people. They seek blessings (by rubbing
on) their graves and they seek salvation with them while saying, “We
know that they have nothing to do with the affair and that they do
not bring about benefit or cause harm. However, they are righteous
and we want them to intercede for us with Allah, the Glorified.” This
is like what Allah has said regarding their predecessors:

4 N 5-~ vj 5 Cll y
And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them
not, nor profit them...

[Surah Yunus 10:18]

They acknowledge that they neither harm them nor benefit them.

(4~ Xj U Aill Oyi Ji/l mly

And they worship besides Allah things that hurt
them not, nor profit them, and they say, “These are
our intercessors with Allah.”

[Surah Yunus 10:18]

They have taken them only as intercessors. In another verse:

And verily, they hinder them from the Path (ofAllah),
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but they think that they are guided aright!
[Surah az-Zukhruf43:37]

They did not learn, so they believe that this is good.

This is the reality of most people today. Many of those who ascribe
to Islam, this is their reality. They seek to draw near to Allah by way
of shirk just like the polytheists of old: they sacrifice and make vows
for the graves, they make tawaf around them and seek blessings
from them while saying, “We have not worshiped other than Allah.
However, these men are righteous and we only intend for them to act
as intermediaries for us with Allah.”

by'jkQ *1 b> £blyl j-j-5 gq* y

j!
And those who take awliyd ’ (protectors and helpers)
besides Him (say), “We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allah.”

[Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

They did not intend to practice shirk, nor was this their objective.
They only thought that they were performing an act of worship and
something that would bring them near to Allah the Glorified, by way
ofwhich they could draw nearer to Allah in position. Look at how the
Shaytan comes to the children of Adam! How the devils of mankind
come to the children of Adam and beautify these affairs for them.
We say to them: What you are worshiping are idols. You are making
righteous people intermediaries between you and Allah, and Allah
c® has considered this to be shirk. He said: ‘And they worship... "He
considered that to be worship.

y LG LI 1A all JLp bjuUjLi Ojiyejj

AN olju il j
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And they worship besides Allah things that hurt

them not, nor profit them, and they say, “These are

our intercessors with Allah.” Say: “Do you inform

Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and
on the earth?”

He absolved Himself from that and said:

4 lip )

Glorified and Exalted be He above all that which
they associate as partners with Him!

[Surah Yunus 10:18]

Hence, he referred to it as shirk, while they did not call it shirk. They
called it “seeking intercession.” Attention must be paid to this.

You have learned in the agidah that shirk is impermissible and that it
is the most heinous ofthe major sins; it will not be forgiven. However,
what is the understanding of shirk? It is a must that you know that
from the actions and (religious) applications of the people, there are
those that are shirk and those that are tawhid.

They say, “This is from at-taivassul (seeking means of approach
to Allah) by way of the awliya and the righteous, and this is from
tawhid. Allah loves this; the awliya are His servants and they are
righteous. Allah likes this.” They seek to draw near to Allah by way of
these people, and they refer to it as the religion and tawhid. They have
made shirk to be tawhid due to their ignorance and lack of insight.

13



T he First Event

The Descent o fRevelation

ORIGINAL TEXT

A
.jt-L-j <g!p aDI ENA] \ Anai (JjM |
calnd (juli Igj! U) :L7j aDI alL?j 1 ajl <Jyl Ol
.QoU

The First Event: The story of the descent of revelation upon the
Messenger of Allah it. And within it is the fact that the first verse
with which Allah dispatched him as a Messenger was:

<0 jjju o 4§ >

O you (Muhammad sg) enveloped (in garments)!
Arise and warn!

Up to His statement:



The First Event

And be patient for the sake ofyour Lord!
[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:1-7]

________________ EXPLANATION - —

The first event is the story of the descent of the revelation, i.e., the
beginning of the revelation to the Messenger S?- Before his dispatch-
ment as a Prophet, he Ss opposed what the polytheists were upon.
He did not worship idols. He was in opposition to what his people
were upon. So he would go to the cave of Mount Hira. It was a cave
at the top of the mountain, facing the Ka’bah. He would sit in it for
days and months worshiping Allah and he would withdraw from
the people. He worshiped Allah upon the religion of Ibrahim An
angel came to him while he was in the cave and said to him: “Read!”
He said:

lil L*

| cannot read.

This was because he St could not read. Allah the Exalted said:

Neither did you (O Muhammad St) read any book
before it (this Qur'an), nor did you write any book
(whatsoever) with your right hand.

[Surah al-*Ankabut 29:48]

He was unlettered 0 . He could neither read nor write, and the angel
was saying to him, “Read,” while he was saying (in response):

N L*

| cannot read.

Meaning, “lI am not proficient in reading.” Then the angel squeezed
him severely, released him and said: “Read!” He said:

15
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| cannot read.

Then he (again) squeezed him severely, released him, and said:
“Read!” He said:

| cannot read.

Meaning, “l am not proficient in reading.” Finally, he (the angel) said
to him:

jip ga jii- 0 (jxji iXij Vi\ y
jUp O jjliih jup 0 sLijjl 131 0
<0 ~ p UOL-WI
Read! In the name ofyour Lord, Who has created (all
that exists), has created man from a clot. Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous; Who has taught (the

writing) by the pen. He has taught man that which
he knew not.

[Surah al-"Alag 96:1-5]
The Prophet Us memorized it, and this was the first of what was

revealed to him. By way of that, he became a Prophet. Allah made
him a Prophet with the revelation of “Read!”

Then he went to Khadljah the Mother of the Believers, and
mentioned to her what had happened to him. He was in fear,
trembling from what he saw, from the horror of the situation and the
angel coming to him in this place. He said to her:

Js- JJi
| am afraid for myself.

She said, “Nay, by Allah, Allah would never humiliate you. You join
the ties of the womb, you honor the guests, you assist those in need,
and you give to the deprived.” She used his good qualities as evidence

16



The First Event

that Allah would not afflict him with that which he feared. “Allah
would never humiliate you.”1This is because his characteristics were
praiseworthy attributes. This was from her understanding She was
the first to console the Messenger <8, aid him, and comfort him in
this frightful time. This position she took was tremendous. He said:

Cover me!

Meaning, “Wrap me.” She wrapped him, and while he was in this
state, the angel came to him and said:

O you (Muhammad tfe) enveloped (in garments),
arise and warn!

[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:1-2]
So by way of that, he became a Messenger, because with this he was

commanded to convey (the revelation). In the first revelation, he was
not commanded to convey. It was said to him:

it 0

Read! In the name ofyour Lord, Who has created (all
that exists).

[Surah al-"Alaq 96:1]

He was not commanded to convey, so he was made a Prophet by way
of this. Then the messengership came to him, and this was when he
was commanded to convey:

1Reported by al-Bukhari (3, 3392, 4953, 4955, and 6982) and Muslim (160) from the
hadith o fA'ishah

17
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O you (Muhammad ft) enveloped (in garments),

arise and warn! And your Lord (Allah) magnify! And

your garments purify! And keep away from ar-rujz
(the idols)!

[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:1-5]

Ar-rujz (j=~) refers to the idols. And this is the point of reference.
And to keep away from them is to abandon them and stay far away
from them.

And be patient for the sake ofyour Lord.
[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:7]

Patience is a must. This is because the responsibility is very weighty
and extensive, and it requires patience. This is the first of what Allah
sent His Messenger ft with, prohibiting shirk. The first of that which
He commanded him with was forbidding shirk.

And keep away from ar-rujz (the idols)!

He said:

Arise and warn!

Warn against what? He warned the people against shirk and the
worship of idols. He warned against this. Hence, the first thing he
was commanded with was to warn and he was commanded with the
abandonment of idols. This is from that which indicates the danger
of shirk.

ORIGINAL TEXT

( P P
Nyl s-LM OjJjuL tils

18
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Loyt o>

So if you understand that they used to do many things which they
knew were oppression and transgression, such as fornication...

------------------- EXPLANATION — —  —eeoeeee

The people of the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance used to practice
despicable actions, such as fornication, usury, and (other) major sins.

ORIGINAL TEXT

| N1 Nip 4Jp.1 ™ 8

...and you know, as well, that they would perform some acts of
worship with which they sought to draw near to Allah, such as Hajj,
‘Umrah, giving charity to the poor and kindness to them, and other
than that.

— explanation----—--———-

Despite this (i.e., the evil deeds they did), they had remnants of the
religion of Ibrahim ~1. They used to perform Hajj and ‘Umrah, and
they would give charity to those in need. These actions are good.
However, they were not accompanied by tawhid. And even if an
action is good, if it is not accompanied by tawhid, it will not benefit
the doer.

They would also do evil deeds along with these good deeds, and
the worst of them was shirk. They would commit fornication and
consume usurious earnings and the proceeds of gambling; and these
are major sins. However, the most severe of them was shirk, from the
worship ofidols and other than it. They would seek nearness to Allah
by way of it. Due to their ignorance, they would seek nearness to
Allah by way of shirk, saying:

19
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“We worship them only that they may bring us near
to Allah.”
[Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

Look at what ignorance does to its people. It makes the truth appear
to be falsehood and falsehood appear to be the truth. They consider
shirk to be tawhid and a means of nearness to Allah m$$ This makes it
binding upon you to give importance to the affair of agidah and the
affair of tawhid and the understanding of them.

ORIGINAL TEXT

4 4U M1 4 L. t
A dyiyid U <l
.addl 3zs- LiJIxjLi f.i?2djs

The most eminent of them (their atrocities) was shirk. It was, accord-
ing to them, the best of that with which they sought to draw near to
Allah, as Allah mentioned that they said:

“We worship them only that they may bring us near
to Allah.”
[Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

And they said:
~ 40 ip ljIgL JAN

“These are our intercessors with Allah.”
[Surah Yunus 10:18]

EXPLANATION e

They acknowledged that they were worshiping them wherein they

20
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said, “We worship them only... ” However, they would say, “We don't
intend by this worship aught except that it draws us near to Allah.”
They believed that this was a good act, because it (according to them)
was magnification and glorification of Allah. (They would say): “They
(the idols) will bring us nearer to Allah, for we are unable to get to
Him except by way ofworshiping them. Therefore, they will bring us
nearer to Allah because they are righteous.” They were referring to the
angels and the prophets, such as Tsa They took them as interme-
diaries between them and Allah so that they would bring them nearer
to Allah.

ORIGINAL TEXT

L-iJl lijjij wji )

Allah the Exalted said:

A group He has guided, and a group deserved to be in

error; (because) surely, they took the devils as awliyd

(protectors and helpers) instead of Allah, and they
thought that they were rightly guided.

[Surah al-A'rdf7:30]

EXPLANATION

How have they taken the devils as awliyd 'instead of Allah, when they
sought nearness (to Allah) by way of the righteous, by way of Tsa,
‘Uzayr, and the angels? Yes, they took devils (as awliyd), for these
righteous people are not pleased with that nor did they command
them to do so. It was only the devils who commanded them with
it. They are the ones who commanded them to worship the Messiah
(Tsa), the angels, ‘Uzayr, and other than them from the prophets and

21
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the righteous. Therefore, in reality, they worshiped the devils. This is
because they obeyed them by worshiping these righteous people.

*s0} 0,, Y

And they thought that they were righdy guided.
[Surah al-A'rdf7:30]

They believed that this was right guidance and that they were upon
the path of goodness and uprightness. Due to this, Allah [M said:

A11 Jyili al)l Oji  Oy-ldij Uj T

ijtf 0 JJI\ 1ju fi el fillet

Uy \jjIffj Zih IjA]j
e IF>
iH
And on the Day when He will gather them together
and that which they worship besides Allah, He will
say, “Was it you who misled these, My slaves, or did
they (themselves) stray from the (Right) Path?” They
will say: “Glorified be You! It was not for us to take
any awliya' (protectors, helpers, etc.) besides You,
but You gave them and their fathers comfort till they
forgot the warning, and became a lost people.”

[Surah al-Furgan 25:17-18]

Allah the Exalted also said:

j-*1 Iyij fjJd
W\» 0 ljJls'

And (remember) the Day when He will gather them
all together, and then will say to the angels, “Was it
you that these people used to worship?” They (angels)

22



The First Event

will say, “Glorified be You!”

[Surah Saba' 34:40-41]

They (the angels) absolved Allah tSi from anything deserving to be
worshiped alongside Him.

%0t

“You are our Walt (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but
they used to worship the jinn; most of them were
believers in them.”

[Surah Saba" 34:41]

The angels free themselves from them and say that they did not
command them with this. It was none other than the devils, from
mankind and the jinn, who commanded them with it. Therefore,
their worship came to be for the devils who commanded them. Allah
freed His righteous servants from (the notion that) they (the angels)
commanded with this. Despite this, they believed that they were
rightly guided. This indicates that the issue of primary importance is
not one’s good intention or the fact that he didn’t intend evil. This is
not the primary issue. That which is of primary importance is follow-
ing the messengers and traversing upon their methodology. Good
intention along with an evil action is of no benefit. This will not be
an (acceptable) excuse for them, for Allah sent the messengers and
revealed the Books in repudiation of that.

ORIGINAL TEXT —

soooa s il jliiYi e jtjiihoa g 4. 12 @GU

Hence, the first of that which Allah commanded him with was to
warn against it, before warning against fornication, theft, and other
than it.

23
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.................... EXPLANATION — —

The first of that which Allah commanded the Messenger t& with was
warning against shirk, for Allah said:

And keep away from ar-rujz (the idols)!
[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:5]

This was before he was commanded with warning against fornica-
tion, the consumption of intoxicants, and usury. These affairs were
prohibited later. However, the first of that which he was commanded
with was abandoning shirk. He didn’t say: “Warn them against major
sins, from fornication, usury, and the lewd actions which they used
to do.” Rather, the first of that which He commanded him with was
prohibiting shirk.

The first of that which they were commanded with was tawhid, before
they were commanded with prayer, zakah, fasting, and Hajj. This is
because tawhid is the foundation, and there is no benefit in prayer,
Hajj, fasting, and righteous actions if tawhid isn't present.

ORIGINAL TEXT — —rm— — — . .

And you know that from them there was he who was devoted to
idols, and from them there was he who was devoted to the angels and
the awliya' from the children of Adam.

EXPLANATION A —

In the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance, they were variant in their
worship and their objects of worship. From them there was he who
worshiped the angels. From them there was he who worshiped the
righteous. From them there was he who worshiped trees and stones.

24



The First Event

And the Prophet 0 did not differentiate between them; rather, he
prohibited them all and fought against them all. He did not differ-
entiate between the one who worshiped the angels and the righteous
and those who worshiped idols, because they are the same. There is
no difference between he who worships an idol and he who worships
a wall or a righteous person.

ORIGINAL TEXT

il p6-4 Aiy ~

And they would say, “We don’t want aught from them except their
intercession.”

EXPLANATION

They would say:

“We worship them only that they may bring us near
to Allah,”
[Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

And:

And they say, “These are our intercessors with Allah.”
[Surah Yunus 10:18]

This was their objective. They sought to draw near to Allah by way
of their worship of these (things). They did not intend shirk. But if
the action is shirk or disbelief, then the objectives are not looked at in
regard to whether they are good or not.

ORIGINAL TEXT b e b

. C t .
ollfc I . lgj 4U 4Lwil NP b
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diJlytu Li 43U J1

Along with this, he began by warning (against shirk) in the first verse
with which Allah dispatched him as a Messenger. If you comprehend
this issue, then receive glad tidings.

- EXPLANATION —

Meaning, when you understand this issue: that the first of what
he was commanded with was tawhid and the first of what he was
prohibited from was shirk, for there is no benefit in rectifying the
other affairs if the agidah is corrupt. This is a tremendous issue and a
weighty affair, of which many of those who ascribe to Islam today are
ignorant. So if you understand it, then receive glad tidings of benefi-
cial knowledge.

ORIGINAL TEXT
€ c *
o] Il gqa L» Ol Oj
Particularly if you know that there was nothing after it (this issue of
tawhid) greater than the five prayers.

EXPLANATION —

Meaning, there is nothing after this affair (i.e., tawhid) which
is greater than the five prayers. This is because they constitute the
second of the pillars of Islam after the two testimonies. Despite this,
Allah cM did not command with the five prayers until right before the
Hijrah. The Messenger 0 remained in Makkah for 13 years and was
not commanded with the salah; he was only commanded with the
prayer right before the Hijrah on the night of al-Mi’raj. So why was
the affair of the prayer delayed? So that tawhid could be established.
This is because if they had prayed, their prayer would not benefit
them unless it was accompanied by tawhid.
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ORIGINAL TEXT

Jjy]j j La> JI*j c

It (the prayer) was not made obligatory until the night of al-Isra— in
the tenth year, after the banishment to the valley2 and the death of
Abu Talib, two years after the hijrah to Abyssinia.

EXPLANATION

The prayer was made obligatory on the night of al-Isra wal-Mi’raj, in
the tenth year after the commencement of prophethood. The story of
the banishment is that the Messenger 0 used to call to tawhid and
prohibit shirk. The polytheists would make things difficult for him
and his Companions, and his uncle, Abu Talib, used to defend him
and protect him from the harm of his people. Allah placed him at
[the Prophet’s] disposal even though he was a polytheist. However,
Allah ilf? placed him at the disposal of His Prophet 0 to protect and
defend him. So when Abu Talib and Khadljah ~ (the wife of the
Prophet 0) died— and they were the two who supported him— the
disbelievers increased their persecution of him and they made things
difficult for him and his Companions.

Prior to this, they had banished them to the valley, which was a valley
from the valleys of Makkah. They cut them off and boycotted them,
preventing goods and commodities from reaching them and prohib-
iting marriage with them. They banished them in this valley until
hunger afflicted them, and they wrote a mandate regarding this and
they posted it in the Ka’bah, to cut off Muhammad and those with
him. When the one who protected him died, they had the opportu-
nity to intensify their harm of him and those with him. Despite this,
he was not commanded with the prayer between the time of him

: Translators Note: This a reference to the Quraysh’s banishment of the Prophet 53 and
his Companions to the Valley of Abu Talib (also known as the Valley of Banu Hashim),
cutting them off and boycotting them, hindering goods, food, and other necessities from
reaching them.
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being commissioned as a Prophet up until this period. This is because
this period was a period of correcting the agidah before everything
else.

When their harm intensified against the Messenger jj& and they
made things difficult for him, he commanded those with him from
the weaker Companions who did not have anyone to defend them
to migrate to Abyssinia. This was because there was a king there—
an-Najashi— who did not oppress anyone who was with him. And
he was Christian at the time; however, he did not oppress anyone
in his land. This was the first hijrah; and ‘Uthman and other senior
Companions were among them.

This was done for the purpose of fleeing with their religion, and
it was a cause for an-Najashi embracing Islam; when he heard
the Qur'an and he listened to the Companions, Allah guided him
to Islam and he became Muslim. The Quraysh sent gifts and bribes
to an-Najashi, saying: “These (Muslims) are dissenters and fugitives.
Send them back to us.” However, he refused to send them back.
Allah belied the false notion of the polytheists, and their messen-
gers returned humiliated and an-Najashi continued to protect the
Muslims who were with him until Allah granted them relief.

ORIGINAL TEXT — —_ —

da JGp dlls JS” codUI diljj o\ ISli
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If you know that these many affairs and this extreme enmity (from
the disbelievers) were before the prayer was made obligatory, then |
hope that you comprehend the issue.

EXPLANATION

Comprehend this issue: That they did not display enmity toward the
Messenger of Allah 0, afflict hardships upon him, and banish him
and his Companions except due to him commanding with tawhid
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and prohibiting shirk. Otherwise, had he left them alone and had
he, along with those with him, worshiped their Lord and let [the
polytheists] be, they would not have said anything to them. Rather,
they would have rejoiced at this. This is the dawah of the people of
disbelief today. They say, “Let us live, and leave us be; do not say
anything about our religion and we won't say anything about your
religion.” They wage war against Islam by every means possible. They
kill the Muslims and they displace them (from their homes), all the
while saying, “Let us be and leave us alone.”

Had he ill not called to tawhid and prohibited shirk, then their anger
would not have been ignited.
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T he Second Event

The Polytheists Deemed the Religion o fMuhammad to Be
Good UntilHe Openly Criticized Their Religion

ORIGINAL TEXT
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When he iH began warning them against shirk and commanding
them with its opposite, which is tawhid...

EXPLANATION

Had he commanded them with tawhid and prohibited them from
shirk in general without criticizing what they were upon, while they
were saying, “What we are upon is not shirk. What we are upon is
drawing near to Allah by way of the awliya and the righteous. We do
not associate partners with Allah. This is nothing more than seeking
nearness to Allah and seeking a means of approach to Him”; if the
Messenger had sufficed with prohibiting shirk without details and
clarification, they would not have objected to him. This is because
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they believed that they were not polytheists.

ORIGINAL TEXT

( e
N O | Cui N C dJ-ii MANNJ
c

L* al JItCpxi j ~gds
SSjljjal

...they did not dislike that; they deemed it to be good and considered
entering into it until he explicitly criticized their religion and deemed
their scholars to be ignorant. At that time, they ignited the flames of
enmity towards him and his Companions.

- EXPLANATION --———— _

This is because they explained what they were upon as if it was not
shirk. However, when you say to them: “These shrines and graves that
you worship, make vows for, and slaughter for— this action of yours
is shirk," [when you say this to them] you will incite their rage. This
is what the Messenger % did. He prohibited them from the worship
of al-Lat, al-‘Uzza, al-Manat, and (the other) idols, and he said to
them, “You are not upon anything. And these people who call you to
it— these scholars— are astray.” When he said this to them, their rage
was ignited out of protection of their religion. This is what most the
world is upon today.

ORIGINAL TEXT --meeeme J—
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They said, “He has declared our notions to be foolish, criticized our
religion, and ridiculed our gods.”

EXPLANATION

Had he not ridiculed their gods and criticized their religion, they
would not have said anything to him. Had he sufficed with saying,
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“Shirk is repugnant and tawhid is good,” and if he hadn't criticized
their gods or spoken ill of their religion, they would not have raised
any objections to him.

ORIGINAL TEXT [

il 1 Al
And it is known that he did not ridicule ‘Isa and his mother, or the
angels, or the righteous.

EXPLANATION

The Messenger 0 did not revile the righteous. He only criticized the
worship of other than Allah and he clarified that the prophets of
Allah, His righteous slaves, and the angels are not pleased that they
should be worshiped besides Allah.

ORIGINAL TEXT - == e s

However, when he mentioned that [those being worshiped] cannot
call out (to those worshiping them) nor can they bring benefit or
cause harm, they considered that to be revilement.

EXPLANATION - i i

When he said that ‘Isa cannot not bring benefit or cause harm, and
the angels cannot bring benefit or cause harm, and the righteous
cannot bring benefit or cause harm, they considered that to be belit-
tlement of the righteous. They would say, “You do not build edifices
upon their graves, while this is their right upon us!” They would
say, “It is upon us to honor them and to build structures upon their
graves; this is from their rights upon us and this is from respecting
them. When we seek a means of approach to Allah by way of them,
this is showing them respect and veneration, whereas you say that this
is falsehood!” They would consider this to be revilement and ridicule
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of them. This is what they explained their actions with and this is
present today upon their tongues and in their books.

ORIGINAL TEXT
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When you understand this, then you will come to know that the
Islam of a person is not complete— even if he singles out Allah (in
tawhid) and abandons shirk— except along with enmity towards the
polytheists, and explicitness in enmity and hatred towards them. As
Allah the Exalted has said:

A 0,5% J?i\ fjAj JjI* Jojy >
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You (O Muhammad 3fe) will not find any people who
believe in Allah and the Last Day making friendship
with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger.

[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:22]

EXPLANATION

There are those who ascribe to dawah and knowledge yet are not
pleased with (the affair of) enmity toward the disbelievers. They say,
“We have only been commanded to have enmity with those who are
at war (with the Muslims).” They say, “We have enmity with them
because they are at war with us, because they have seized our lands!
As for having enmity with them due to their religion, then we have
no enmity for them (due to this).”

Allah said:
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You (O Muhammad H?) will not find any people who

believe in Allah and the Last Day making friendship

with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger,

even though they were their fathers, or their sons, or
their brothers, or their kindred (people).

[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:22]

He did not restrict it to only those who wage war. Rather, Allah
has made their opposition to Allah and His Messenger IH the
reason for hating them. And what greater opposition to Allah and
His Messenger could there be than disbelief and the association of
partners with Allah ~f? Therefore, it is not permissible to love any of
the disbelievers.

fcUdj! cISjualllj 3~ 1 Ijirfjs i \p\ 4\ b))
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O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the

Christians as awliyd" (friends, protectors); they are

but awliyd'to one another. And if any amongst you

takes them as aw liydthen surely he is one of them.

Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the
wrongdoers.

[Surah al-Maidah 5:51]

Meaning, (do not take them) as your beloveds. Allah likewise said:

NEj! i \JS\ IyA \J\ b))
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O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your

enemies as friends, showing affection towards them,

while they have disbelieved in what has come to you
of the truth.

[Surah al-Mumtahinah 60:1]

ORIGIN AL T EX T ettt ettt ettt en 2 eebeesaee et aesateeabes oesbeeesteesseessreeaaees
djf-0O0 ~dil g* 1 O C-JjC* cl-U?- alisi ® ~g* lili

Wovsi »

So if you understand this in a good way, then you will know that
those who claim religion do not (really) know it.

------ — _EXPLANATION —

This is correct. If you were to ask many of the (so-called) scholars and
students about this issue— the issue of al-wala"wal-bara“ (allegiance
and disavowal)— you would find that they do not know about it.
They will say, “It is not binding upon us to hate them. Our religion is
not a religion of enmity. Our religion is a religion of love; a religion of
conciliation; a religion of this and that.” They deem this to be praise
of the religion. Therefore, there is no problem— according to them—
with loving the polytheists. This is— according to them— conciliation
with them. We say; There is no harm in conciliation with them in
affairs of diplomacy. However, conciliation with them by leaving off
hating them is not permissible.

ORIGINAL TEXT — —_

Otherwise, what was it that caused the Muslims to be patient in
enduring that torment, imprisonment, beating, and migration to
Ethiopia?
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EXPLANATION e

What was the cause of what the Muslims encountered in Makkah?
Was it because they were Muslims and they prayed and fasted? No.
Rather, it was because they hated the disbelievers and had enmity for
them, and because they prohibited the association of partners with
Allah "M+ This was the reason. Otherwise, had they fasted, prayed,
and busied themselves with the remembrance of Allah, not displaying
objection towards anyone from whom they would not have encoun-
tered harm such as beating, imprisonment, and detainment, then
they would have no need for patience. This is because patience is only
for that which is disliked.

ORIGINAL TEXT — e e

e * * *
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This is despite the fact that he  was the most merciful of the people.
If there were a concession for them, then he would have made a
concession. (But) how would he do so when Allah the Exalted
revealed:

all A iU aldlj il Jjij ga <2ri) y

Ofmankind are some who say, “We believe in Allah,”

but if they are made to suffer for the sake of Allah,

they consider the trial of mankind as Allah’s punish-
ment.

[Surah al-'Ankabut 29:10]

EXPLANATION ----mememmeee

Despite his mercy toward his Companions, he did not allow his
Companions to compromise any of the religion. He did not allow
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them to do this even though he was kind and merciful 0 . Had there
been a concession for them in abandoning the manifestation of the
religion, he would have granted it to them. Rather, Allah revealed to
him:

J- 0* drjj )

Of mankind are some who say, “We believe in
Allah...”

[Surah al-"Ankabut 29:10]

However, when the trial comes-—when he is harmed for the sake of
Allah, when he is harmed for his statement, “l believe in Allah” and
due to his tawhid—he turns away from his religion, deeming the
fitnah of the people to be like the punishment of Allah. So he flees
from the harm of the people in the worldly life (and runs to) the
punishment of Allah in the Hereafter. (He is) like the one who takes
refuge from the heat within a burning fire. If he cannot be patient
with the harm of the people, then how will he be patient with the
Fire on the Day ofJudgment? It must be the other way around— that
he ransoms the harm of the Fire (thus fleeing from it) and bears the
harm of the people, and that he is patient upon his religion. As for
ransoming (selling) his religion due to the harm of the people, forget-
ting about the Fire which is before him, this is like the one who takes
refuge from the heat within a burning fire. As the poet said:

jhib 81 A1 T 1A
The one who takes refuge with Amr in his time o fdistress

Is like he who takes refuge with thefirefrom the intense heat.

ORIGINAL TEXT — -
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If this verse is about the one who agrees with them with his tongue,
then how about (the one who agrees with them) in other than that?

— EXPLANATION — —

If this threat has come regarding the one who agrees with the disbe-
lievers with his tongue— without compulsion, simply in order to live
among them— then how about the one who is in agreement with
them in his actions for the sake of a worldly benefit?
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His Recitation ofSurah an-Najm in Their Midst

ORIGINAL TEXT
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The Third Event: The story of his 0 recitation of Surah an-Najm in
their presence, and when he reached:

< ijiiij isiii >
Have you then considered alJ-Lat, and al-‘Uzza?

[Surah an-Najm 53:19]

The Shaytan inserted words into his recitation, saying: “Those are the
exalted gharanlqg (angels); and their intercession is hoped for.”

They thought that the Messenger of Allah M had said it, so they
rejoiced at that and they said a statement, the meaning of which is:
“This is what we want. We know that Allah, alone, is the One who
brings benefit and causes harm, and He has no associates. However,
these will intercede for us with Him.” So when he reached the (verse
of) prostration, he prostrated and they prostrated along with him. The
news then spread that they had befriended him, and those who were
in Ethiopia heard that and thus returned. But then the Messenger of
Allah 0 repudiated them for resorting to that which was more evil
than what they were upon before. When they said to him, “You said
that,” he was in great fear of Allah; then Allah revealed:

mMv A Vj A dirs A Uj >
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Never did We send a messenger or a prophet before

you, but when he did recite the revelation or narrated

or spoke, the Shaytan (Satan) threw (some falsehood)
in it. But Allah abolishes that which the Shaytan
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throws in. Then Allah establishes His revelations.
And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:52]

He who understands this story and afterwards has doubt in the
religion of the Prophet 1ft and does not differentiate between it and
the religion of the polytheists, then may Allah distance him (from
good), particularly if he knows that they intended the angels by their
statement: “Those are the exalted gharanig.”

— EXPLANATION

This story that the Shaykh has mentioned from amongst the stories
of the Prophetic sirah is called the Story of al-Ghardniq. It is, as he
has mentioned, [the story of] when he fft recited Surah an-Najm
while (both) polytheists and Muslims were along with him. When he
reached the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Have you then considered al-Lat, and al-‘Uzza; and
Manat (another idol of the pagan Arabs), the other
third?

[Surah an-Najm 53:19-20]

They were the biggest of the idols of the Arabs. Al-Lat was in Ta'if;
and as has preceded, he was a righteous man who used to feed the
pilgrims. When he died, they performed itikdfat his grave, seeking
blessings from him in the way they seek blessings from the righteous,
as the people ofthe Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance would do. Likewise,
they would seek intercession from him with Allah, because he was a
righteous man. Al-‘Uzza was an idol of the people of Makkah, close
to ‘Arafah; and it was a name for some trees upon which was a struc-
ture from which they would seek blessings. As for Manat, it was an
idol between Makkah and Madinah; close to Madinah, at al-Musha-
lal, close to Mount Qadid. It was (the idol) of al-Aws and al-Khazraj
(the two tribes of the Ansar). They used to assume ihram for Hajj at
it, out of magnification of it. Allah says:

41



EXPLANATION OF SIX EVENTS FROM THE PROPHETIC SIRAH

Have you then considered al-Lat, and al-‘Uzza; and
Manat (another idol of the pagan Arabs), the other
third?

[Surah an-Najm 53:19-20]

Meaning, inform me about these idols; do they benefit you or cause
you harm? Rather, they can't even defend themselves. This is because
when the Messenger ife conquered Makkah, he destroyed them.
Had they been gods, they would have averted harm from themselves
and defended themselves. Allah censured the polytheists who were
attached to these idols which neither bring benefit nor cause harm.

So when he iHf recited this verse, the Shaytan (i.e., the voice of the
Shaytan) inserted some words into the recitation of the Prophet H as
follows: “Those are the exalted gharaniq (angels); and their interces-
sion is hoped for.” This speech was from the Shaytan; he inserted it
into the recitation of the Prophet H?, and the Messenger was unaware
of that. However, the polytheists heard it and rejoiced, saying, “He
mentioned our gods with good! This is what we want. We only seek
from them intercession. Besides this, we know that they do not
bring benefit or cause harm. However, we want their intercession,
and Muhammad has said: ‘...and their intercession is hoped for.”” So
when he reached the end of the siirah, i.e., the statement of Allah the
Exalted:

So fall you down in prostration to Allah, and worship

Him.
[Surah an-Najm 53:62]

He prostrated and the Muslims prostrated along with him; and the
polytheists prostrated, rejoicing at these satanic words, to the point
that al-Walld bin Mughlrah, who was old and couldn’t prostrate on
the ground, took a handful of dust and prostrated upon it.
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The news began to spread that the Messenger had reconciled with
the polytheists and that he had affirmed their worship of al-Lat,
al-‘Uzza, and Manat so that intercession could be sought (from
them). The news that the Messenger had reconciled with the polythe-
ists or that the polytheists had entered Islam reached those Muslims
who had migrated to the land of Ethiopia. So they returned from
Ethiopia, and when they reached Makkah they discovered that this
news was incorrect and that the polytheists were still displaying
enmity towards the Messenger 0 and oppressing the Muslims.

When they informed the Prophet H? that he had said these words:
“Those are the exalted gharaniq (angels); and their intercession is
hoped for,” he became extremely sad and he was tremendously
grieved, until Allah revealed His statement in Surah al-Hajj:
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Never did We send a messenger or a prophet before
you, but, when he did recite the revelation or narrated
or spoke, the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in it.
But Allah abolishes that which the Shaytan throws
in. Then Allah establishes His revelations. And Allah
is All-Knower, All-Wise. That He (Allah) may make
what is thrown in by the Shaytan a trial for those in
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whose hearts is a disease (of hypocrisy and disbelief)
and whose hearts are hardened. And certainly, the
wrong-doers are in an opposition far-off. And that
those who have been given knowledge may know that
it (this Qur'an) is the truth from your Lord, and that
they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit
to it with humility. And verily, Allah is the guide of
those who believe, to the Straight Path. And those
who disbelieve will not cease to be in doubt about it
(this Qur'an) until the Hour comes suddenly upon
them, or there comes to them the torment ofthe Day
after which there will be no night (i.e., the Day of
Resurrection).

[Surah al-Hajj 22:52-55]

Allah invalidated that which the Shaytan cast into the recitation
of the Messenger 0 and abolished it; i.e.,, He removed it and He
affirmed His verses which He revealed in criticism of the idols and
the worship of them.

This is a summary of the story. This story has come by way of lbn
Abbas with a connected chain of narration, and it has also come on
the authority of some of the Tabi'un with mursal chains of narration,1
and some of the scholars have criticized it (i.e., the authenticity of the
story). From them is Ibn Kathlr. He said, “It has not come except by
way of mursal and disconnected routes of transmission which have
been spoken about (by the scholars).”

However, al-Hafiz lbn Hajar, in Fath al-Bari, holds a different
opinion. He said, “The story has come via different, distinct routes of
transmission having (different) sources. Therefore, they support and
strengthen one another.” This is the meaning of the statement of Ibn
Hajar.

1Translators Note: The mursal chain of narration is that in which the Tabi i narrates
directly from the Prophet sg and does not mention the Companion from whom he is
narrating; thus, there is a break in the chain of narration.
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The intent of the Shaykh in citing it is that the polytheists said: “We
don’t worship these idols believing that they create, provide, benefit,
or harm. We only worship them seeking intercession; that they
should intercede for us with Allah fjjg.” So Allah invalidated this and
affirmed the Qur'an as it was, proving false the worship of the idols.
He invalidated what the Shaytan had cast into the recitation of the
Prophet 0 . The Prophet 0 was consoled and the grief departed, for
this happened to the messengers before him. Allah said:

Never did We send a messenger or a prophet before
you, but, when he did recite the revelation or narrated
or spoke...

[Surah al-Hajj 22:52]

Meaning, when he recited. The word here (in this verse)
means “recitation” (SjMjll); like in the statement of Allah:

And there are among them (Jews) unlettered people,
who know not the Book, but they trust upon false
desires and they but guess.

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:78]

Meaning, they only recite and they don’t know the meanings.
Likewise, the poet said regarding ‘Uthman tHk

Jji Al A

He recited the Book o fAllah at the beginning o fhis night;

At its end, he met the decree (i.e., he was murdered).

This was the night on which he was Killed ijjg At the beginning of
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the night, he was praying Tahajjud and reciting the Qur'an; then the
Khawarij attacked him, killing him at the end of the night 0..

The point of reference from the line of poetry is the statement:

K

He recited the Book o fAllah...

So the intended meaning of (“aall) is recitation. So the meaning of

. when he did recite”is: when he recited the Book; ..the Shaytan
threw (somefalsehood) in it, ”meaning: into his recitation. (He threw)
words which the one who heard it thought were from the Messenger,
while they were from the Shaytan. However, Allah was prepared for
it and proved false the speech of the Shaytan and affirmed His verses
M. This is because Allah is the protector of His religion and the
protector of His Book.

The point is that the polytheists rejoiced when they thought that the
Messenger it agreed with them in this speech that they thought was
from the Messenger, whereas it was from the Shaytan, (saying) that
there was no harm in seeking intercession from the idols. So they
rejoiced at that. Allah proved that false and clarified that it is not
permissible to worship other than Allah for any reason whatsoever,
seeking intercession or other than it. Worship is a right exclusively for
Allah iltf and it is not permissible to worship other than Allah for any
reason whatsoever.

A 4u ofy kj

And they worship besides Allah things that hurt
them not, nor profit them, and they say, “These are
our intercessors with Allah.”

[Surah Yunus 10:18]

Allah also said:
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And those who take awliyd' (protectors and helpers)
besides Him (say), “We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allah.”

[Surah az-Zumar 39:3]

Allah has referred to this as shirk and He invalidated it. The Messenger
did not say these words which were in the story; the Shaytan said
them. This was a trial and test by way of which to differentiate
between the good and the wicked. Then Allah removed this fitnah
and the truth remains. This happened with the messengers before
Muhammad 0 and it occurred to him in a similar fashion. This is
evidence of the falsehood of the beliefs of the grave-worshipers who
worship the graves and say, “We know that they do not harm or
benefit, nor do they create or provide. They are righteous, and we use
them as intermediaries to Allah and we seek intercession from them.”

Had we validated this from them, there would not have been any
schism between us and them. The enmity was only intensified
between us and them due to us repudiating this and considering it to
be shirk, just as the Messenger % repudiated it and just as the Qur'an
has repudiated it in (several) verses.

This is the intent of the Shaykh in citing this story. So he is saying:
They would rejoice if we would be in agreement with them in this
speech, and if we were to say, “As long as you don't intend from it
that they create, provide, benefit, or harm, and you only intend to
seek intercession, then there is no harm.”
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The Story o fAbu Tdlib
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The Fourth Event: The story of Abu Talib. He who understands it in
an excellent manner and contemplates his affirmation of tawhid and
his encouraging the people towards it; his deeming the minds of the
polytheists to be foolish and his love for those who entered Islam and
abandoned shirk; moreover, he exerted his life, wealth, children, and
family in support of the Messenger of Allah 0 until he died...

EXPLANATION ------mm--

Abu Talib was the paternal uncle of the Messenger 0. When the
father of the Messenger 0, Abdullah bin Abdil-Muttalib, died
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while the Messenger was in the womb of his mother, his grandfather
Abdul-Muttalib cared for him when he was born. When Abdul-
Muttalib died, [the Prophet] was left in the care of his son Abu Talib.
Abu Talib upheld the obligation and took care of the Prophet il,
cultivated him, and honored him.

Then, when Allah dispatched him as a Messenger to all of mankind,
[Abu Talib] protected and defended him and encountered harm from
the Quraysh due to his defense of the dawah of the Messenger iH
and his protection of him. He exposed himself to danger and starva-
tion to the point that they were boycotted in a valley for years and
[the Quraysh] prevented supplies from reaching them and they cut
communication with them; all the while, Abu Talib was with them
and was patient upon this. He used to praise the religion of the
Messenger iH, saying:

N t
Lo a j Obo!
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I know that the religion o fMuhammad
Isfrom the best religions o fthe people.
Were it notfor the blame (ofthepeople) orfear o frevilement,

You would have seen me openly accepting that.

Likewise, in his long and well-known lamiyah (poem) which lbn
Kathlr cited in Al-Bidayah wan-Nihdyah, he acknowledged that
Muhammad was the Messenger of Allah and that he was truthful
in his message, and that nothing prevented him from following [the
Prophet] except fear of criticizing the religion of his forefathers, who
were upon the worship of idols. Hence, pre-Islamic pride overtook
him, preventing him from following Muhammad 0 so that he
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would not have to revile his elders. When death was upon him, the
Prophet lig came to him while Abu Jahl and another man from Banu
Makhzum were with him. The Messenger 1ft said to him:

. <! jes* onni d'yj» ~ |

0 my uncle, say Id ildha ill-Alldh (none has the right to be worshiped
except Allah); a statement which | will use to argue on your behalf
before Allah.

Abu Jahl and the man with him said, “Will you abandon the religion
of Abdul-Muttalib?” The Messenger repeated his statement and they
repeated theirs, saying, “Will you abandon the religion of Abdul-
Muttalib?” His final statement was that he was upon the religion of
Abdul-Muttalib and he died upon that. So the Prophet ffe said:

£ £
Cs- Al L« N30

1will seek forgiveness for you, unless | am prohibited from doing so.

So Allah revealed:

It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who

believe to ask Allah’s forgiveness for the polytheists,

even though they be of kin, after it has become clear
to them that they are the dwellers of the Fire.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:113]"

And He revealed regarding Abu Talib:

1Reported by al-Bukhari (1360, 3884, 4675, 4772, 5657, and 6681) and Muslim (24).
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4

Verily, you (O Muhammad 0) guide not whom you
love, but Allah guides whom He wills. And He knows
best those who are the guided.

[Surah al-Qasas 28:56]

This indicates that praising Islam, praising the Messenger, and believ-
ing that Islam is the truth and that the Messenger is the truth without
following the Messenger is of no benefit. It is a must that one follow
the Messenger because had it been beneficial (to believe without
following), then it would have benefitted Abu Talib. So affirming
that Islam is the truth and that the Messenger is the truth, along with
defending and protecting Islam, will not benefit unless it is accom-
panied by following (the Messenger). Moreover, the Prophet H? said:

0-" 1T& all ol

Indeed, Allah will support this religion by way of a wicked man.2

Hence, there must be following. Support, praise, and protection of
Islam, and relation to the Messenger will not benefit without
following him, for this was the paternal uncle of the Messenger 0

and when he died upon disbelief, the Messenger could not benefit
him by causing him to come out of the Fire, despite his efforts. Allah
prohibited him from seeking forgiveness for him and He said:

Verily, you (O Muhammad |fe) guide not whom you
love...
[Surah al-Qasas 28:56]

And He said:
oi \g\ NI\ oiff u >

2 Reported by al-Bukhari (3062, 4204, and 6606) and Muslim (111) from the hadith of
Abu Hurayrah
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It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who

believe to ask Allah’s forgiveness for the polytheists,

even though they be of kin, alter it has become clear
to them that they are the dwellers of the Fire.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:113]

Allah also says:

He said: (As to) My punishment, | afflict therewith
whom | will and My mercy embraces all things. That
(mercy) | shall ordain for those who are the pious
and give zakah, and those who believe in Our verses.
Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who
can neither read nor write whom they find written
with them in the Torah and the Injil (Gospel)— he
commands them with the good and forbids them
from evil; he allows them as lawful that which is pure
and prohibits them as unlawful that which is impure;
he releases them from their heavy burdens and from
the fetters (bindings) that were upon them. So those
who believe in him (Muhammad 0), honor him,
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help him, and follow the light (the Qur'an) which
has been sent down with him, it is they who will be
successful.

[Surah al-A’raf7:156-157]

He didn't suffice with saying: ‘So those who believe in him
(Muhammad), honor him, help him”, rather, He said: “..andfollow
the light (the Qur an) which has been sent down with him, it is they who
will be successful. ™

This is an indication that praising Islam and commending Islam
and the Muslims, saying that they are upon the truth and that the
disbelievers are upon falsehood, and that shirk is falseshood— all of
this is insufficient. There must be following. So he who praises Islam,
commends it, and displays respect for it but does not abandon shirk,
and he supplicates to other than Allah— supplicating to idols, shrines,
and graves— then these affairs will not benefit him or be of any use to
him. If they were beneficial or useful, then they would have benefit-
ted Abu Talib, the paternal uncle of the Messenger 0 . This issue is
subtle, and attention must be paid to it.
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Likewise, his patience in enduring tremendous hardship and extreme
enmity; however, since he did not enter into it (Islam) and he did
not free himself of his original religion, he did not become Muslim,
although he gave the excuse that in it lied belittlement of his father,
Abdul-Muttalib, Hashim, and other than them from their elders.

....................... — —.— EXPLANATION

This is what prevented him: pride and tribalism from the Pre-Islamic
Era of Ignorance prevented him from entering into Islam and he died
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upon disbelief, despite what he had from tremendous positions in
support and defense of the truth. Despite this, since he did not follow
the Messenger *H> these affairs were of no benefit to him, except for
that which has been authentically narrated stating that the punish-
ment of the Fire will be lightened for him such that he will be in a
shallow portion of the Fire due to the intercession of the Prophet 0
for him.3 In one narration, it mentions:

In the arch of his two feet there will be embers of fire causing his
brain to boil. He will not believe that anyone in the Fire is being
punished more severely, while he is the lightest of them in punish-
ment.4

These things did not benefit him, causing him to come out of the
Fire, so it does not contradict the statement of Allah the Exalted
about the disbelievers:

N apLIS L~

So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use
to them.

[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:48]

Its benefit is only by lightening the punishment.

ORIGINAL TEXT
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3Reported by al-Bukhari (6208 and 6572) and Muslim (209 and 357) from the hadith of
al-‘Abbas

4 Reported by al-Bukhari (6561 and 6562) and Muslim (213) from the hadith of an-
Nu’man bin Bashir. It does not contain mention of Abu Talib. It only mentions the light-
est of the people of the Fire in terms of punishment.
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Along with his kinship (to the Prophet) and his support, the
Messenger % sought forgiveness for him. Then Allah the Exalted
revealed to him:

It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who

believe to ask Allah’s forgiveness for the polytheists,

even though they be of kin, after it has become clear
to them that they are the dwellers of the Fire.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:113]

From this, we understand that it is not sufficient that one affirms
that Islam is the truth, defends Islam, and criticizes shirk and the
polytheists. All of this is insufficient unless it is accompanied by one’s
following of the Messenger fft. He who does not follow the Messenger

will not be benefitted by these matters. Based upon this, those
who pray, fast, testily that none has the right to be worshiped except
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and perhaps
participate in jihad against the disbelievers, but they do not abandon
shirk in regard to shrines, graves, and seeking salvation from the dead,
slaughtering for the (inhabitants of the) graves— these people will not
benefit from that. This is because actions are of no benefit with the
presence ofshirk. Allah the Exalted said:

And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad %), as it was to those before you: “Ifyou
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join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all)
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be
among the losers.”

[Surah az-Zumar 39:65]

As long as one does not free himself of the polytheists and cut them
off in terms of their religion, then this (action) will be of no benefit
to him.
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That which will make this clear is that if a man from the people of
Basrah or al-Ahsa was known for love of the religion and loving
the Muslims, then most people would believe him to be from the
Muslims even though he never supported Islam with his hand nor
with his wealth; nor did he have the excuse that Abu Talib had. He
who understands the story of Abu Talib and understands the reality
of most of those who claim the religion, guidance will become clearly
distinct to him from misguidance and he will know the poor under-
standing (which the people have); and Allah’s aid is sought.

EXPLANATION

He intends by that the scholars who were in his era who knew the
truth and they knew tawhid, they knew the falsehood of shirk, yet
despite this, they did not establish the call to Allah, commanding
with tawhid, prohibiting shirk, and repudiating the polytheists. They
did not establish this. They were like Abu Talib, for they exerted
(efforts of) good for this religion but they did not call to Allah $t nor
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did they clarify (the affairs) to the people. Rather, they concealed the
knowledge that was with them, they were silent about shirk, and they
lived amongst the polytheists.
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The Story oj the Hijrah

ORIGINAL TEXT
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The Fifth Event: The story of the Hijrah. It contains benefits and
lessons which most of those who read it do not know.

EXPLANATION-—---

Al-hijrah (Sy~JI) in the (Arabic) language is derived from al-hajr
( which means “abandonment.” Allah said:

i )
And abandon ar-rujz (the idols)!
[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:5]

Meaning: Leave them. Therefore, al-hajr is abandonment. From
this is abandonment of the people of sin and abandonment of the
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polytheists; i.e., abandonment of them and not loving them. The
Prophet 0 said:

<up <dl ™~ U
The emigrant is he who abandons what Allah has prohibited.1

Meaning: He leaves what Allah has made impermissible.

As for [the meaning of] hijrah in the legislation, it is to move from
the land ofshirk to the land of Islam for the sake of the religion. This
is [the meaning of] hijrah legislatively. Hijrah contains great virtue. It
is the counterpart of iman andjihad in Allah’s path.

Verily, those who believed, and emigrated and strove
hard and fought...

[Surah al-Anfal 8:72]

This is from that which indicates the greatness of hijrah.

Hijrah is ongoing until the establishment of the Hour. So for he who
is not able to openly manifest his religion in the land of the polythe-
ists, it is obligatory to migrate to the land wherein he is able to
manifest his religion. If he does not migrate while having the ability,
Allah has revealed regarding him:

Verily, those whom the angels take (in death) while
they are wronging themselves (as they stayed among

1Reported by Abu Dawud (2481), an-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra (8701), Ibn Hibban (230), and
Ahmad (6515).
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the disbelievers even though emigration was obliga-
tory for them), they (angels) say (to them), “In what
(condition) were you?” They reply, “We were weak
and oppressed on earth.” They (angels) say, “Was
not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you to
emigrate therein?” Such men will find their abode in
Hell—what an evil destination!

[Surah an-Nisa" 4:97]

This is a severe threat, although they are Muslims. However, since
they abandoned hijrah with the excuse of love of wealth, children,
and homeland, and they gave precedence to the love of these things
over hijrah, Allah W? issued this threat to them.

The reason for the revelation of this verse is that at the time of the
Battle of Badr against the polytheists, some of the Muslims remained
in Makkah and they did not migrate, due to greed for their homeland,
wealth, and their children, yet they were able to migrate. So when the
polytheists went out to Badr, they went out with them against their
will. They were forced to go out with them. When the battle ensued,
some of them were killed amongst the ranks of the polytheists,
unbeknownst to the Muslims. When the Muslims found out about
them, they were remorseful and said, “We have killed our brothers.”
So Allah revealed: Verily, those whom the angels take (in death) while
they are wronging themselves), they (angels) say (to them), “‘In what were
you?”Meaning, in which land were you? Which land? They will not
say, “How are you in your imanV"' Or, “How is your certainty?” They
won't ask them about this. They will only ask about the place. ‘In
what (place) wereyou?”

They reply, “We were weak and oppressed on earth. —Meaning: “They
compelled us to go out due to our weakness, and we were not able to
withhold.”

They (angels) say, “Was not the earth o fAllah spacious enoughfor you to
emigrate therein?’>—You had a remedy for this. Had you migrated just
as your brothers had migrated, you would have been safe from this
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situation.
Such men willfind their abode in Hell.— This is a threat.

What an evil destination! Except the weak ones— [Meaning] those who

are not able to migrate. They remain in the lands of shirk because
they are not able to migrate.

Except the weak ones among men, women, and
children who cannot devise a plan, nor are they able
to direct their way. For these, there is hope that Allah
will forgive them, and Allah is Ever Oft-Pardoning,
Oft-Forgiving. He who emigrates (from his home)
in the cause of Allah will find on earth many dwell-
ing places and plenty to live by. And whosoever
leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and His
Messenger, and death overtakes him, his reward is
then surely incumbent upon Allah. And Allah is Ever
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[Surah an-Nisa" 4:98-100]

This is as it relates to these people; and this story is astonishing and
amazing. These people— despite their Islam and their truthfulness in
their Islam— since they abandoned hijrah without any excuse, this
threat and rebuke came to them from the angels who came to take
their souls. This indicates that it is not permissible for the person of
tawhid—the Muslim— to be lackadaisical in this matter and be along
with the polytheists, even if he does not have love for them, due to
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his love for his wealth, child, house, or other than it.
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Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your
wives, your kindred, the wealth that you have gained,
the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the
dwellings in which you delight are dearer to you than
Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fight-
ing in His cause, then wait until Allah brings about
His decision (torment). And Allah guides not the
people who are disobedient.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:24]

This is a severe threat. Hence, it is not permissible to give precedence
to love of wealth and children over the obedience of Allah and
over hijrah andjihad in the path of Allah £3f. Many people read these
verses and do not ponder over them.
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However, what we intend now is to examine one issue from its
issues, which is that there were those from the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah 0 who did not migrate, [but] not due to doubt
in their religion or veneration of the religion of the polytheists.
However, (it was) due to love of their people, wealth, and homeland.
So when they (the polytheists) went out to Badr, they were forced to
go out with the polytheists; thus, some of them were killed by spears
while the thrower didn’t know who he was. So when the Companions
heard that so-and-so and such-and-such were from amongst those
killed, this was difficult upon them and they said, “We have killed
our brothers.” So Allah revealed:

< J+1Jbl feklJIl fiujsS 01 >

Verily, those whom the angels take (in death) while
they are wronging themselves...

Up to His statement:

<0 "5 il asyj >
And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Surah an-Nisa" 4:97-100]

He who reflects upon their story and reflects upon the statement
of the Companions— “We have killed our brothers”— will come to
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know that, had speech reached them regarding the religion or in
veneration of the religion of the polytheists, they would not have
said, “We have killed our brothers.”

EXPLANATION ..ot _—

The Companions only said “our brothers” because they (i.e., those
who were Killed) were upright upon the religion. It was not mentioned
regarding them that they had inclined towards the polytheists. Rather,
they despised the religion of the polytheists and were upon tawhid.
They were sincere for Allah and did not have hypocrisy within them.
However, they abandoned one thing: hijrah, without any excuse. So
Allah criticized them for that.
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Indeed, Allah clarified to them while they were in Makkah, before
the Hijrah, that this was disbelief after imdn, with His statement:

iitij )\ J¥ agian 07

Whoever disbelieved in Allah alter his belief, except
he who is forced thereto and whose heart is at rest
with faith...

[Surah an-Nahl 16:106]

Clearer than this is what has preceded from the speech of Allah
regarding them, for the angels will say to them:
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4 y
“In what (place) were you?”

They will not say, “How was your tasdiq (affirmation of the truth)?”
< i & yii >

They reply: “We were weak and oppressed on earth.”

[Surah an-Nisd® 4:97]

EXPLANATION —

The angels will not ask them about their iman and their agidah,
because they know that they were upon the correct agidah and true
iman. However, they will ask them about the place in which they
were, since it was not permissible for them to remain in it while
having the ability to migrate from it.
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And they will not say, “You have lied,” as Allah and the angels will
say to the warrior who says, “I fought in Your path until I was killed.”
Allah will say to him, “You have lied,” and the angels will say, “You
have lied. Rather, you fought so that it may be said about you that
you are brave.” Likewise, they will say to the scholar and the charita-
ble person: “You have lied. You learned so that it may be said about

you that you are a scholar. You gave charity so that it may be said that
you are generous.”2

: Reported by Muslim (1905), at-Tirmidhi (2383), and an-Nasa'i (6/23).
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EXPLANATION -

The angels will not say, “You have lied. You are not Muslims; you are
not believers.” Rather, they will say to them, “In what (place) were
you?” They will ask them about the place in which they were since
they went out with the polytheists, although they were compelled.
This is because they, themselves, were the reason for the disbelievers’
authority over them, and it is not permissible to accompany them
and go out with them due to love for one’s wealth, people, and inner
circle, so that one may remain with his wealth.
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As for these people, they will not belie them. Rather, they will respond
to them by saying:

“Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you
to emigrate therein?”

[Surah an-Nisa" 4:97]

W hat will make this clearer for (both) the ignorant and the cognizant
is the verse that comes after it. The statement of Allah the Exalted:
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Except the weak ones among men, women, and
children who cannot devise a plan, nor are they able
to direct their way.

[Surah an-Nisa" 4:98]
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EXPLANATION —

Meaning, none is excused for abandoning hijrah except the one who
is incapable. This one is excused. Allah the Exalted said: “Except the
weak ones among men, women and children who cannot devise a plan, ”
i.e., for exit; “..nor are they able to direct their way,”i.e., toward it
(the goal).

For these, there is hope that Allah will forgive them.
[Surah an-Nisa" 4:99]

This is a promise from Allah that He will pardon them.
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This is much clearer, because these ones are removed from the threat.
Therefore, no doubt remains. However, the one who seeks knowledge
is different from the one who does not seek it. Rather, Allah has said
concerning them (those who do not seek knowledge):

They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not
(to the Right Path).

[Surah al-Bagarah 2:18]

EXPLANATION

Yes, the mixing of the Muslims with the disbelievers without excuse
is an affair that is not permissible. Rather, it is a must that the lands
of the Muslims be distinct from the lands of the disbelievers and that
the Muslim does not mix with the polytheists. Rather, the Prophet tH
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said:

Their fires should not be visible to one another (i.e., the light from
their homes).3

Meaning, the Muslim should be as far from him as possible.
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Therefore, he who understands this event and that which has preceded
will comprehend the statement of al-Hasan al-Basri, who said: ‘lman
is not by (mere outer) adornment and hope. Rather, it is that which
settles in the heart and the actions confirm.”

Iman is that which “the actions confirm.” From that is hijrah, because
it is from actions. In this is a refutation of the Murjiah, who say
that iman in the heart or upon the tongue is sufficient. Belief in the
heart and pronouncing it upon the tongue is not sufficient. Actions
are required.
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dijajl dol)y :J>_ JLxu- aul oi dJJij
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This is since Allah the Exalted says:

3 Reported by Abu Dawud (2645) and at-Tirmidhi (1604 and 1605).
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To Him ascend (all) the good words, and the righteous
deeds exalt it.
[Surah Fdtir 35:10]

EXPLANATION

His statement, “To Him,” means: To Allah “..ascend (all) the
good words,” from dhikr, recitation of the Qur'an, tasbih (saying
SubhanAllah— Glorified be Allah above all imperfections), tahlil
(saying: la ilaha ill-Allah— none has the right to be worshiped, in
truth, except Allah), and all good speech; (it all) ascends to Allah tM-
Likewise, commanding the good and forbidding the evil and teaching
beneficial knowledge— all of this is from good words; good speech
with the people, good speech with relatives. Allah says:

And speak good to people.
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:83]

He also says:

But say to them an honorable word.
[Surah al-Isrd* 17:23]

This is from the good words that ascend to Allah. However, it does
not ascend by itself. Rather, actions are a must.

And the righteous deeds exalt it.
[Surah Fdtir 35:10]

In this, as well, there is a refutation against the Murjiah.
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The Story o fthe Apostasy After the Prophet$ Death

ORIGINAL TEXT
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The Sixth Event: The story of the apostasy after the Prophet’s death
0. There will not remain in the heart of he who hears it an atom’s
weight of the doubt of the devils who are referred to as “scholars.”
And it is their statement that this (apostasy) was shirk. However,
they say that whoever says la ildha ill-Allah (none has the right to
be worshiped, in truth, except Allah) can never disbelieve with any
(statement or action).

EXPLANATION

The scholars of misguidance say: The worship of graves, slaughtering
for them, and making vows for them is not from shirk as long as one
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says Id ildha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshiped, in truth,
except Allah); then these affairs do not harm him. This is contra-
dictory. How can one say la ildha ill-Allah then supplicate to other
than Allah? Hence, what is the meaning of la ildha ill-Allahl It is
not merely a statement that is said upon the tongue. Rather, it is a
must that it be a statement accompanied by action. This is because
the statement la ildha ill-Allah is a tremendous statement that has a
meaning and something that it necessitates. That which it necessitates
is that the person makes his worship purely for Allah iftf and that he
abandons the worship of other than Allah. So he who says it and does
not abandon the worship of other than Allah, then the statement la
ildha ill-Allah will not benefit him, as they say.

Perhaps they seek to use ambiguous texts as evidence, such as the
statement of the Prophet ffc in the hadith about the card upon which
is written “1d ildha ill-Allah”which will outweigh the misdeeds, and
the person who says it will enter Paradise.1 This hadith is from the
Messenger 0 , but the other ahadith which restrict it must be referred
to. One cannot take one side and abandon the other, as Allah has said
about the people of deviation:

So as for those in whose hearts there is a devia-
tion (from the truth), they follow that which is not
entirely clear thereof, seeking al-fitnah (polytheism
and trials, etc.), and seeking for its hidden meanings,
but none knows its hidden meanings save Allah. And
those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say:
“We believe in it; the whole of it (clear and unclear
verses) are from our Lord.”

[Surah Ali "Imran 3:7]

1The hadith of the card is reported by at-Tirmidhi (2639) and Ibn Majah (4300).
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Those who are firmly grounded refer what is not entirely clear to
that which is entirely clear. The surface meaning of the hadith is that
whoever says la ilaha ill-Alldh, it will suffice him. This [hadith] is to
be referred to the narrations which state that it is a must that la ilaha
ill-Allah has restrictions, such as his % statement:

.aul # JUu L* aDl al VJu ~

Whoever says Id ilaha ill-Alldh and disbelieves in that which is
worshiped besides Allah...2

He who supplicates to inhabitants of the graves has not disbelieved
in what is worshiped besides Allah, even if he does not slaughter or
make vows for the graves, and he says that this is not shirk. The state-
ment Id ilaha ill-Alldh will not benefit him because he has deemed
shirk to be correct and affirmed it. Such a person does not understand
the meaning of la ilaha ill-Alldh. Due to this, [the Shaykh] said “the
devils who are referred to as ‘scholars.”” [Meaning] those who take
the ambiguous texts and seek to use them as evidence, and they say
that whoever says Id ilaha ill-Alldh, even if he were to do whatever
he does from shirk, will be from the people of Paradise. Whereas the
Messenger t&f said:

.aUl Oj5 j *dl NI<d  JU

Whoever says Id ildha ill-Alldh and disbelieves in that which is
worshiped besides Allah...

He also said:

L<dll aul 41 Jhi ~ jidl 4] ouU

Indeed, Allah has prohibited the Fire for he who says, “None has
the right to be worshiped except Allah,” seeking by that the Face of
Allah.3

2Reported by Muslim (22).

3 Reported by al-Bukhari (424 and 686) and Muslim (33) from the hadith of ‘Utban bin
Malik.
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Allah says:

{j! N ibUa>- d-bj ‘= gAh
P
LSyijt* Lgj\dTcjV

O son of Adam, ifyou come to Me with the equivalent ofthe earth in
sin, but you meet Me without associating anything as a partner with
me, then | will come to you with the like in forgiveness.4

He restricted this by way of safety from shirk, for all of these are
statements of the Messenger 0 . Likewise, the verses are looked at in
light of each other, because all of it is the speech of Allah, and some
parts of it explain, restrict, and clarify other parts. As for taking one
part and abandoning another part, this is the path of the people of
deviation, even if one says, “I am using the speech of the Messenger
as evidence.” We say to him: You have lied. You have not used the
speech of the Messenger as evidence. You have used as evidence that
which is ambiguous from it without referring it back to what is clear.

ORIGINAL TEXT

.aul Al N n cS

Greater and more amazing than this is their claim that the Bedouins
do not have any trace of Islam, but they say la ilaha ill-Allah (none
has the right to be worshiped except Allah)...

EXPLANATION

The Bedouins (cS™M™M'h which is the plural of Bedouin (Ajjlj); they
are the nomad Arabs. These deviant Bedouins do not have any trace
of Islam. They do not pray, fast, or know Islam. However, as long
as they say la ilaha ill-Allah, this suffices them (according to their
claim).

4 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3540) from the hadith of Anas.
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ORIGINAL TEXT

t
Jj&l AbalSl s-Lgj

...and by way of this utterance [they say] they are people of Islam.

-------------- — viiien—  —  EXPLANATION

The deviants say: “It is sufficient that they say la ildha ill-Allah, for
the mere utterance of it enters them into Islam.” They say this while
acknowledging that they have no trace of Islam; they do not pray,
fast, or do any righteous actions. They only say “la ildha ill-Allah. ”
SubhanAllah! La ildha ill-Allah is not just a statement. If this were
Islam, then everybody would be Muslim. When the Messenger
said to them:

Lgj S ' * %61 pSsl 3

Say a statement which, (if you say it), the Arabs will submit to you
and the non-Arabs will pay you thejizyah.

They said, “By your father, take a thousand such statements (i.e., if
this is what it will bring, we will say a thousand such statements).
What is it?”

He said:

.aul NI Al N

Say Id ildha ill-Alldh (none has the right to be worshiped, in truth,
except Allah).

They said:

“Has he made the gods (all) into one ildh (God—
Allah)?! Verily, this is a strange thing!”

[Surah Sad 38:5]5

5Reported by al-Bayhagi in Dald'ilan-Nubuwwah (2/345) and Ibn Kathir in Al-Biddyah
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They knew that, had they said la ilaha ill-Alldh, then they would be
abandoning the worship of idols, and they didn’t want that. Yet these
people believe that it is just a statement. So when he said to them,
“Say la ilaha ill-Alldh”— and they were eloquent Arabs who knew the
meaning of this statement and that it would require them to abandon
the worship of idols— they said:

< 1rj >
“Has he made the gods (all) into one ildh (God—

Allah)?!”
[Surah Sad 38:5]

Allah said:

Truly, when it was said to them, “Ld ilaha ill-Alldh, ”

they puffed themselves up with pride (i.e., denied it).

And (they) said, “Are we going to abandon our gods
for the sake of a mad poet?”

[Surah as-Sdffat 37:35-36]

ORIGINAL TEXT

LK i f (*-fn (A*

And that it (Islam) has made their property and blood inviolable.
(They say this) while they affirm that they have abandoned Islam in
totality.

EXPLANATION

The scholars of misguidance say: Islam has made their blood and
wealth inviolable (i.e., the Bedouins who have no trace of Islam)
because the Prophet iH said:

wan-Nihdyah (4/308) from the hadith of Ibn Abbas.
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uyu liu ad\ aug ~ j*. Jj'Ul oi o r i

I have been commanded to fight the people until they say Id ildha
ill-Allah. And if they say it, they have safeguarded from me their
blood and property.6

However, they do not mention the other hadith which states:

...except with its due right.

Meaning, actions are a must. This is because its due right is actions.

ORIGINAL TEXT

YA 0 Jtll

And with their knowledge that they reject the resurrection and they
mock anyone who affirms it.

EXPLANATION

They say: “If one says Id ildha ill-Allah and rejects the resurrection,
he is Muslim! They are Muslims as long as they say la ildha ill-Allah,
even if they reject the resurrection.” How contradictory is this?!
Allah’s refuge is sought.

And those who say this are not laymen. They are “scholars.” Scholars
offigh, grammar, and Arabic morphology. However, in agidah, they
do not have a mustard seed of correct knowledge. Their agidah is
that of the people of theological rhetoric. They do not study tawhid
from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah

They only study the principles of speech, the science of theologi-

6 Reported by al-Bukhari (2946) and Muslim (20) as well as Malik in Al-Muwatta’
(1/269), Abu Dawud (1556), at-Tirmidhi (2610), and an-Nasai (5/14) from the hadith
of Abu Hurayrah.
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cal rhetoric, and the beliefs of the people of theological rhetoric who
say that it is sufficient for you to affirm that Allah is the Creator, the
Provider, the One who gives life and causes death; according to them,
this is tawhid.

ORIGINAL TEXT

$L.aiT]
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And their mockery of the legislation and their preference for the
religion of their forefathers, which was in opposition to the religion
of the Prophet <& Despite all of this, these obstinate devils claim that
the Bedouins have entered Islam, even if all of these things occurred
from them, (simply) because they say Id ilaha ill-Alldh. Based upon
this statement of theirs, then the Jews have also entered Islam, because
they say it as well.

EXPLANATION

The Jews say la ilaha ill-Alldh. However, since they do not act upon
it, they are the most severe of the nations in their disbelief, and refuge
is sought with Allah. And those who hold this agidah resemble them.

ORIGINAL TEXT
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Also, the disbelief of these people is by far more severe than the disbe-

77



EXPLANATION OF SIX EVENTS FROM THE PROPHETIC SIRAH

liefof the Jews; | am referring to the Bedouins that we have described.
And that which will make this clear from the story of the apostasy
is that the apostates varied in their apostasy. From them there were
those who belied the Prophet t§( and returned to the worship of idols
and said, “If he were a prophet, then he would not have died.”

EXPLANATION ..o _—

There is no doubt in the disbelief of the apostates, and there was no
difference of opinion between the Companions regarding their disbe-
lief. And they were of two categories. The first category is those who
said, “If he were a prophet, then he would not have died.” According
to them, the fact that he died was evidence that he was not a prophet.
So they apostated from Islam because they disbelieved in the messen-
gership of Muhammad *H.

ORIGINAL TEXT — — —

And from them was he who affirmed the two testimonies, but he
affirmed the prophethood of Musaylimah (the false prophet).

EXPLANATION

The second category is he who affirmed the two testimonies and
that Muhammad -1t is the Messenger of Allah, but he also affirmed
the prophethood of Musaylimah and said that Musaylimah is a
prophet. These people will not benefit from the testimony that none
has the right to be worshiped except Allah and that Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah, for they affirmed the prophethood of
Musaylimah the Liar. Therefore, they are not Muslims, by consen-
sus. This is because they rejected the seal of prophethood by way of
Muhammad 0 . Allah has said:

He is the Messenger of Allah and the last (end) of the
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prophets.
[Surah al-Ahzab 33:40]

And they believed in a false claimant to prophethood.

ORIGINAL TEXT

* C/\

They believed that the Prophet 0 made him a partner in propheth-
ood.

EXPLANATION

This is because Musaylimah the Liar said, “The Messenger has made
me his partner in prophethood,” and they believed him in this state-
ment.

ORIGINAL TEXT
i} f. t
il 41 aQilj ~ S1

Because Musaylimah had false witnesses who attested to this for him.

EXPLANATION

Witnesses attested for him that the Messenger % made him his
partner in this affair by way of false testimony, and refuge is sought
with Allah. They blatantly belied the Qur'an in Allah’s declaration of
the conclusion of prophethood by way of Muhammad Ife. And the
Prophet said:

ul C J f b1

I am the seal ofthe prophets. There is no prophet after me.7

7 Reported by Muslim (1920 and 2989), Abu Dawud (4252), at-Tirmidhi (2176), and
Ahmad (22395) from the hadith of Thawban.
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ORIGINAL TEXT
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And many of the people believed them. Despite this, the scholars
were in unanimous agreement that they were apostates even though
they were ignorant of that.

EXPLANATION

The one who says that a prophet will come after the Messenger 0 is a
disbeliever by consensus.

ORIGINAL TEXT

IS J 1'd

He who doubts their apostasy is a disbeliever.

EXPLANATION

This is because he has not declared the polytheists to be disbelievers
and he says, “Perhaps they are truthful.” He does not firmly believe
that they are upon falsehood; rather, he says, “I don’t know; | will not
declare the people to be disbelievers.” We say: No, it is a must that
you know the truth from falsehood. And it is a must that you know
disbelief from faith and that you distinguish between the Muslim and
the disbeliever. This is a requirement. Otherwise, what is the meaning
of Islam?

ORIGINAL TEXT — —
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And if you know that the scholars are in unanimous agreement that
those who belied the Prophet iH and returned to the worship of
idols and cursed the Messenger % are in the same state as those who
affirmed the prophethood of Musaylimah, even if they affirmed all of
Islam.

EXPLANATION — —

He who does not declare the polytheists to be disbelievers is like the
one who affirms prophethood for Musaylimah the Liar, even if he
were to perform all of Islam, for he has said that Musaylimah is truth-
ful. Therefore, he has become an apostate from Islam, by consensus.

ORIGINAL TEXT
£ .

*5>]1

From them there was he who affirmed the two testimonies yet he
believed Tulayhah bin Khuwaylid al-Asadi in his claim to propheth-
ood.

— e ——— EXPLANATION

Tulayhah is from those who claimed prophethood, and his people
believed him and fought along with him against the Companions.
Then Allah favored Tulayhah and he returned to Islam and repented
to Allah cltf. He was killed while fighting with the Muslims in the
wars against the Persians.

ORIGINAL TEXT o s bbb s

And from them was he who believed in ‘Abbahalah bin Ka'b al-As-
wad al-Ansi, from San a'.
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EXPLANATION

Al-Aswad al-Ansi was in Yemen. Abdullah bin Fayruz ad-Dayl-
ami Killed him at the end of the lifetime of the Prophet iH. As for
Musaylimah, the Companions fought against him in the Battle of
al-Yamamah under the leadership of Khalid bin al-Walid until he
(Musaylimah) was Killed.

ORIGINAL TEXT

.j>'K - dy—Xy s-L-bul

The scholars are in unanimous agreement that all of these are
apostates, and there are other types as well.

— EXPLANATION

The apostates are of various types. Whoever validates the beliefs of
a single one of them is a disbeliever, even if he testifies that none
has the right to be worshiped except Allah; the mere utterance of the
statement “none has the right to be worshiped except Allah” will be
of no benefit to him. And worse than them in disbeliefare those who
say that none has the right to worshiped except Allah and then they
worship the awliyd'and the righteous.

ORIGINAL TEXT — -
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From them there is al-Fajaah as-Sulami: When a delegation came
to Abu Bakr and mentioned to him that they wanted to fight the
apostates and requested from Abu Bakr that he assist them, Abu Bakr
gave them weapons and mounts. So as-Sulami attacked the Muslims
as well as the disbelievers, taking their wealth. Therefore, Abu Bakr
prepared an army to fight him. When he was made aware of the army,
[as-Sulami] said to their leader, “You are the amir of Abu Bakr as am
I, and | have not disbelieved.” [Their leader] responded, “If you are
truthful, then surrender your weapons.” So he surrendered them and
he was sent to Abu Bakr, who commanded that he be burned alive.

If this is the ruling of the Companions upon this man, even though
he affirmed the five pillars of Islam, then what do you think about
the one who does not affirm anything from Islam except the state-
ment “none has the right to be worshiped except Allah” with his
tongue while explicitly belying its meaning and explicitly separating
himself from the religion of Muhammad and the Book of Allah
the Exalted? They say, “This is the religion of the times while our
religion is the religion of our forefathers.” Then these obstinate and
ignorant individuals fabricate lies saying that they are Muslims even
though they blatantly do all of that. SubhanAllah, this is great slander.

explanation

Meaning, those who say: “Islam is the religion of the times while we
are upon the religion of our forefathers, and we are not upon the
religion of the times.” And the scholars of misguidance say that these

83



EXPLANATION OF SIX EVENTS FROM THE PROPHETIC SIRAH

people are Muslims simply because they say that none has the right
to be worshiped except Allah, while they have separated themselves
from the religion of Muhammad 0, referring to it as “the religion of
the times.”

ORIGINAL TEXT

# * *

«
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How excellent is that which one of the Bedouins said when he came
to us and heard something from (the teachings of correct) Islam. He
said, “I testify that we were disbelievers”— he was referring to himself
and all of the Bedouins— “and 1 testify that the scholar who referred
to us as people of Islam is a disbeliever.”

— __ _ EXPLANATION

This Bedouin came to the lesson of the Shaykh, and when he learned
Islam correctly, he testified against himself and his group that they
were disbelievers before they knew Islam; and he testified that the
scholar who said that they were Muslims is, likewise, a disbeliever.
This is because he ruled upon these disbelievers saying that they were
Muslims, and how numerous are his likes.

ORIGINAL TEXT
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This is the conclusion, and all praise is for Allah, the Lord of all that
exists, and may prayers and peace be upon Muhammad, his family,
and his Companions.
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EXPLANATION

May Allah forgive him and reward him on behalf of Islam and the
Muslims with the best reward, for he has explained and clarified (the

affairs). May Allah have mercy upon him.
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