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Foreword

All praise is due to Allah, who gifted us with the Qur’an, guided
us to Iman, opened our chests to Islam, and made us from the
nation of Muhammad (Jz5.%4(2), the best of mankind.

I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship in truth
except Allah alone, having no partners. He is the owner of the
Universe. I testify that Muhammad (Js.&5{(z) is his slave,
messenger, chosen one and the best of mankind (Ja.&s{e).

What follows is a treatise that includes some advice and words of
direction that are specific to the Muslim woman. The origin of
much of this advice and many of these directives are from
sermons that I delivered at different times. Some virtuous people
suggested to me that they be published collectively, with the
hope that Allah brings about benefit from them.

It was certainly from the guidance of the Messenger of Allah
(Josufedifie) to specify the women for admonishments and
reminders, just as it is found in al-BukharT on the authority of Ibn
‘Abbas (eflss). He said:

“The Messenger of Allah (Juaksfle) exited,
prayed and then delivered a sermon. Then, he



approached the women, admonished them, gave
them a reminder, and commanded them with

charity.”
Al-Hafith Ibn Hajr (f425) said:

“From the benefits contained in this Hadith is the
recommendation of admonishing the women,
teaching them the rulings of Islam, and reminding
them about what is obligatory on them.”

I have entitled these admonitions and advice: “A Piece of Advice
and Admonition for the Women.” I hope that Allah, alone, gives
success to Muslim women and their daughters in all that is good,
righteous, honorable, and dignified.

Likewise, I hope that He distances them from the misguidance of
trials, those that are apparent and those that are hidden. Indeed,
He is the All-Hearing, able to answer our supplications.

My success is only due to Allah; I have placed my reliance upon
him, and to Him I repent. There is no might, nor strength, except
by Allah, the Most Lofty, the Greatest. May Allah exalt the
mention and grant safety to our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and his companions.




Tremendous Foundations

O successful woman, may Allah fragrance your life with
knowledge and Imin, your time with obedience and awareness
of Him, and may He beautify your body with covering and
modesty.

This is advice that I gift to you, hoping that Allah will benefit
you by way of it, especially due to the position you are currently
in: you are an example of good, righteousness, and obedience to

Allah (J5%).

It is incumbent that you recognize, O virtuous one, the blessing
that Allah has bestowed upon you to practice this religion is
tremendous, and that His favor upon you by granting you
guidance is great. It is the religion that He is pleased with and
completed for his servants. He ($52) does not accept any religion
other than it.

Allah (J5%) said:

“Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam.”
[Siirah Ali Imran (3): 19]

And Allah ($:5%) said:
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“And whoever desires other than Islim as a
religion — never will it be accepted from him, and
he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”
[Stirah Ali ‘Imran (3): 85]

And Allah (§552) said:
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“This day I have perfected for you your religion
and completed My favor upon you and have

approved for you Islam as your religion.” [Siirah
al-M2’idah (5): 3]

Yes, it is certainly the religion that Allah rectified beliefs and
character with. He rectified by way of it this life and the
Hereafter. He beautified with it the outward appearance of a

person as well his inner self.

|
He rids whoever abides by it and holds firmly to it of the claws %
of falsehood, despicable pits, and slips of deviance and

misguidance. Indeed, it is a tremendous and blessed religion



which reaps blessed goodness, and it reaps beneficial fruits in this
world and the Hereafter for the one who clings to it.

It is a must at this occasion, O virtuous sister, for a reminder and
calling to mind a number of tremendous principles that will help
the one who ponders them cling firmly to the guidance of the
religion and to its tremendous objectives. These principles will
aid in meeting this guidance and these directives with
acceptance, an open chest, and pleasure.

These principles will strike light on the path of the Muslim
woman and straighten it for her, by the permission of Allah, if
she is given the success of knowing and taking them. Perhaps I
will bring attention to the most important principles, and the
most tremendous, hoping that Allah (Jz5%) benefits you by way
of them.

The First:

It is incumbent upon you to certainly know that the rulings of
Allah (Jz5%), the Lord of everything that is created, the Creator
of everything, are the best, the most sound, the most complete,
and the most beautiful.

Allah (J352), said:
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“But who is better than Allah in judgment for a
people who are certain [in faith].” [Stirah al-M3’idah

(5): 50]
Allah (Jz5%2) said:
{ O osdl SUEENy

“Is not Allah the most just of judges?” [Siirah at-
Tin (95): 8]

Allah (Jz52) said:
(OGS

~ “And He is the best of judges.”
[Stirah al-A‘raf (7): 87]

When a Muslim woman firmly believes this, she does not hesitate
accepting any ruling that reaches her which Allah (Jz5%) has ruled
and commanded with.

The Second:

It is incumbent for you to recognize that your happiness and
honor is completely connected to this religion, to the obedience
of the Lord of everything created, and to adhering firmly to the
rulings of this religion and its legislation. It is incumbent for you
to recognize that your share and portion of happiness is
according to your share and portion of obedience [to Allah] and

10




adherence [to the religion].
Allah (J25%) certainly said:
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“If you avoid the major sins which you are
forbidden, We will remove from you your lesser
sins and admit you to a noble entrance [into

Paradise].” [Siirah an-Nisa (4): 31]

And Allah (Js5%) said:

(O E LB O S

“He has succeeded who purifies it, and he has failed
who instills it [with corruption].” [Siirah ash-
Shams (91): 9-10]

And there are many verses that illustrate this meaning.

The Third:

It is incumbent upon you, may Allah give you success, to be alert
to the fact that Muslim women have many enemies in this life.
They strive to rip away her honor, and to work her away from

11



the path of her honor, her success and her happiness.

They strive to bring her down into the mud of vice and
corruption. They utilize everything they are able to in order to
achieve that goal, and at the head of these enemies comes
Shaytan, the enemy of Allah, the enemy of the religion, and the
enemy of His believing servants.

Allah (Jz52) said:
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“Indeed, Satan is an enemy to you; so take him as
an enemy. He only invites his party to be among
the companions of the Blaze.” [Siirah al-Fatir (35):
6]

It is obligatory to be on guard, completely on guard, against these
enemies whose utmost and greatest wish is for the Muslim
woman to step away from her manners and the etiquettes of her
religion, and from the reasons for her honor and success in this
life and the next.

The Fourth:

It is incumbent upon you, O sister who has been made successful,

to certainly believe that success, righteousness, uprightness,

12




actualizing goodness, and honor is in the hand of Allah (Jz52), so
in His hand are the reigns of power and the reigns of governing
the heavens and the earth.

Whomever Allah gives honor to, then that person is honorable,
and whomever Allah humiliates, he then is disgraced. Indeed,

Allah (J3%2) said:
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“And he whom Allah humiliates — for him there is
no bestower of honor. Indeed, Allah does what He
ills.” [Siirah al-Hajj (24): 18]

Due to this, it is incumbent upon you at this occasion to
strengthen your connection with Allah and to seek protection
with Him - always and forever, asking Him for guidance,
success, steadfastness upon the religion, to keep you safe from
tribulations, to rectify your religion, to save you from evil, and
to distance you from situations of doubt and corruption.

Whoever turns to Allah with truthfulness and calls on Him and
hopes in Him, Allah (z52) will actualize his goals for him and
make easy for him what he is striving for. And from the great
supplications is this one:

13



“O Allah, rectify my religion for me, which is the
protection of all my affairs. Rectify my worldly
affairs for me in which is my provision. Rectify for
me my Hereafter, which is my abode. Make my
life a means of increasing in all that is good, and
make my death tranquil for me and a relief from
all that is evil.”

The Fifth:

That your greatest concern, O successful women, in this life is to
prosper by attaining nobleness with Allah, to be successful with
happiness because Allah is pleased with you, and to be happy with
what Allah has prepared for His honored servants, those whom
Allah (Jz5%) said about them:

“They will be in gardens, honored.”
[Stirah al-Maarij (70):35]

So, that is true honor; indeed, Allah (J:52) said:
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! Collected by Muslim (no. 7078).
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“Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah
is the most righteous.” [S@irah al-Hujarat (49):13]

It has been reported in al-Bukhari on the authority of Aba
Hurayrah (24i): It was said to the Prophet (Jzufeiile):

“Who is the most noble of people? He (dz5:%4i)
said: The most noble of them is the most pious.™

Therefore, whoever is striving for nobleness by other than this
path, then he is treading in mirage and speeding into failure, loss
and destruction.

The Sixth:

It is a must that you know, O successful woman that the legislated
rulings pertaining to women are just like the legislated rulings
concerning everything else in the religion: they are perfect to the
upmost perfection and precise with the upmost precision. There
are no deficiencies nor flaws in them, nor is there any oppression
or oversights.

How could this not be true! They are the rulings of the best of
judges and revelation from the Lord of the Universe, the All Wise
in His sovereignty, the One Who is All Insightful about His
servants, the All-Knowing about the [causes] for their happiness,
~ their success, and their uprightness in the worldly life and the
Hereafter.

! Collected by al-Bukhari (no. 3374).
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For this reason, indeed, from the greatest manifestations of
enmity and severe forms of sin and contempt is for it to be said
that anything from the rulings of Allah concerning women, or
other than her, contain oppression, injustice, unfairness, or
oversights.

Whoever says that, or some of it, has not spoken befittingly of
Allah, nor has he revered Him with proper reverence. Allah

1

(Je52) says:
{ 457530

“What is [the matter] with you that you do not
attribute to Allah [due] grandeur.” [Siirah an-Niih
(71):13]

This verse means you do not interact with Allah the way you
interact with those you revere. The meaning of reverence is
grandeur, and from reverence of Allah is that His rulings are
adhered to, that His commands are obeyed, and that His rulings
contain safety, perfection and excellence.

Whoever believes about them the opposite of that, then he is the
farthest from reverence [of Allah], and there is no one more

deserving than him of disgrace and shame in this life and the next.

So, let us fear Allah and revere Allah’s rulings (Jz5):
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“And whoever honors the symbols [i.e., rites] of
Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of hearts.”
[Siirah al-Haijj (22):32]

These are some important fundamentals, tremendous guidelines,
and firm foundations that we need to try to remember at all times,
so that our hearts soften and are souls are pleased, and so that we
accept all the rulings of Allah with an open chest, a tranquil soul
and with devotion to His rulings (Js52), which are the reason for
happiness and the path of success in this life and the Hereafter.

After this, O successful Muslim woman, when the religion of
Islim came with these rulings specific to the woman, such as the
hijab, modesty, remaining in the home, warning from
intermingling [with men], and other than that from what will be
presented, it came as a protection for the woman, to guard her,
and to protect her nobleness and status; it likewise came to
protect her from evil and corruption, so that she may adorn
herself by way of these guidelines with purity and chastity.

A woman in the scales of Islam is a precious pearl and a valuable
gem to be protected from everything harmful and defended from
every form of despicableness. How great are the rulings of our
religion; how lofty a status do they occupy, how great are their
blessings, and how many are their fruits for the one whom Allah
gives success to adhere to them.

As for the person who leaves off the guidelines of the religion

and its wise directions, thinking that they hinder benefits, or they
bring about corruption and harm, or that they are a crime against
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women, and other than that from which is said, then all of this is
a tremendous crime and speaking about Allah, His speech, His
revelation, and His rulings without knowledge. And from the
most tremendous prohibitions and greatest of sins is speaking

about Allah without knowledge.

Allah (Jz5%2) says:
(@ SBICHFULLY

“And that you say about Allah that which you do
not know.” [Siirah al-‘A‘raf (7): 33]

O successful sister, when you read a verse from the book of Allzh
or a Hadith from the Messenger of Allah which entails a directive
specific to the woman, strive to listen to the verse with deep
thought, tranquility, acceptance, and an open chest, because the
speech that your are listening to is the speech of He Who created
you, brought you into existence, and provided you with hearing,
sight, senses, strength, and blessings.

The difference between His speech and the speech of His
creation is like the difference between Him and His creation
(J$2). So beware; beware of harboring in your chest dreariness,
or dislike, or dejectedness concerning the directives of the Lord
of the Universe.

This is the approach to be taken with authentic, established
Hadith from the Messenger of Allah (Js3%). Allah (J5) said:
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“But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe
until they make vyou, [O Muhammad], judge
concerning that over which they dispute among
themselves and then find within themselves no
discomfort from what you have judged and submit in
[full, willing] submission.” [Siirah an-Nisa (4): 65]

Acting by his Hadith is acting by the Qur’an, because Allah
($3%) said in the
Qur’an:
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“And whatever the Messenger has given you -
take; and what he has forbidden you - refrain
from.” [Siirah al-Hashr (59):7]

Al-Bukhari narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah b. Mas’ad
(e8iz5) who said,

“Allah curses those ladies who practice tattooing
and those who get themselves tattooed, those

19



ladies who remove the hair from their eyebrows
and faces, and those ladies who make artificial
spaces between their teeth in order to look more
beautiful, whereby they change Allah's creation.”

His saying reached a lady from Bani Asad named
Umm Y’aqiib, who came [to ‘Abdullah b. Mas’iid
(£eflz5)] and said: “It reached me that you have
cursed certain ladies?” He replied: “Why should I
not curse these whom the Messenger of Allah has

cursed, and those who are cursed in the Book of

Allah?!”

Umm Y’aqiib said: “I have certainly read the whole
Qur’an, but I did not find in it what you say.” He
said: “Verily, if you have read it, you have found
it. Didn't you read,

‘And whatever the Messenger has given you -
take; and what he has forbidden you - refrain
from.”?

She replied: “Yes, I did.” He said, “Verily, the
Messenger of Allah such things.”

And Allah said to the mothers of the believers:

Al
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“And remember what is recited in your houses of
the verses of Allah and wisdom. Indeed, Allah is

ever Subtle and Acquainted [with all things].”
[Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 34]

Wisdom in this verse is the transmitted Sunnah of the noble
Prophet ({zsa i)

O precious, virtuous sister, your happiness is connected to this
religion and clinging to its wise directives, its noble etiquette,
and its sound guidance, which are the honor of a woman and her

success. If you are searching for true beauty and complete
adornment, know that Allah (Jz5%) says:
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“But the clothing of righteousness — that is best.”
[Siirah al-‘Araf (7): 26]

And He (5%) says:
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“But Allah has endeared to you the faith and has made it
pleasing in your hearts.” [Siirah al-Hujarat (49): 7]

21



And it states in an [authentically] transmitted supplication: “O
Allah beautify us with the adornment of Iman.”

Faith, fearing Allah, and adhering to the legislation, rulings and
directives of Allah (¥5%) is true adornment and true beauty - and

this is true happiness. It is the success of people in their worldly
life and their hereafter.

! Collected by al-Nasa in his Sunan (no. 1350), the Hadith of ‘Ammar b.Yasir

(kedfss).
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Qur’anic Guidance for the Muslim Woman

The noble Qur’an, the Book of Allah (J:5%), revealed to mankind
for guidance and as a mercy, it is the Book of true happiness and
success in this life and the Hereafter. It is a book that contains

guidance for mankind, cure for disease, and happiness of this life
and the Hereafter.

Whoever seeks happiness by way of other than it, will be
wretched, and whoever seeks honor from other than its
guidance, will be disgraced, and whoever seeks nobility by other
than its path will be humiliated.
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“It is not for a believing man or a believing woman,
when Allah and His Messenger have decided a
matter, that they should [thereafter] have any choice
about their affair. And whoever disobeys Allah and
His Messenger has certainly strayed into clear error.”

[Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 36]

Allah (J25%) made it light for His servants and a source of insight
for them. It guides them to happiness in this life and the
Hereafter, and likewise to Allah’s straight path and to His true
religion.

23
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“There has come to you from Allah a light and a
clear Book [i.e., the Qur’an] by which Allah guides
those who pursue His pleasure to the ways of peace
and brings them out from darkness into the light,
by His permission, and guides them to a straight
path.” [Surah al-M2’idah (5): 15-16]

This is an opportunity to look at some of the guidance found in
the Qur’an specific to the Muslim woman, advice that if a woman
observes and adheres to, she will be happy in this life and the
Hereafter, and her honor and her success will be actualized. And
if she leaves it and sheds herself of it, she will be destroyed and

destructive.

It (i.e. this guidance) is tremendous, and it is not subject to
argumentation, debate, refutation, nor rejection; we seek refuge
with Allah. Whoever is presented with the verses of the Qur’an
and the guidance of the speech of the Most Merciful, and then
they refrain from accepting them, or they have doubt in
responding to them, then this is not the way of the believers.

It is upon the believing woman to know, that while she is reading
the guidance of the Qur'an, and while she is pondering the




speech of the Most Merciful, that her happiness is not found
except in clinging to the guidance of Allah and traversing His
straight path.

One of the greatest and loftiest pieces of guidance in the Qur'an
is the command for the women to give importance to
worshipping Allah, and that should be her greatest intent and her
most lofty goal.
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“And establish prayer and give Zakah and obey
Allah and His Messenger. Allah intends only to
remove from you the impurity [of sin], O people
of the [Prophet's] household, and to purify you
with [extensive] purification.” [Siirah al-Ahzab
(33): 33]

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the woman is that she has

been commanded to wear the hijab and to adhere to it, and to be
consistent in covering and shyness. Allah (J5%2) said:
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O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and
the women of the believers to bring down over
themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is
more suitable that they will be known and not be
abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful.
[Stirah al-Ahzab (33): 59]

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the woman is that she has
been commanded to beware of displaying herself and lewd
dressing (safoor), the action of the former times of ignorance.

Allah (:52) said:
4K es P Il Tl ofrr 4o
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“And do not display yourselves as [was] the display
of the former times of ighorance.” [Siirah al-Ahzab
(33): 33]

From the guidance of the Qur'an for the woman is that she has
been commanded to not sit with men in a single sitting place,
and to not gather with them in single assemblies - meeting,
speaking and conversing. Allah (J5%) said:
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And when you ask [his wives] for something, ask
them from behind a partition. That is purer for
your hearts and their hearts.

[Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 53]

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the woman is that when she
is forced to speak to a man, and the situation calls for it, that she
should not soften her voice so that the softening of her voice is
not a reason for the stirring of desires in men who have a sickness
in their hearts.
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Then do not be soft in speech [to men], lest he in whose
heart is disease should covet, but speak with appropriate

speech. [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 32]

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the woman it that she
abides in her home, and that she does not exit except for a need

that calls her to do so. Allah ($52) said:

{ ::(:,—*«'3:533}
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“And abide in your houses.” [Siirah al-Ahzab
(33): 33]

The more that a woman stays in the home and lessens her trips
outside, except for a need, the closer that is to her Lord and
attaining His mercy.

Ibn Hibban collected in his authentic collection of Hadith the
Hadith of ‘Abdullah b. Mas’iid (:e4i); the Prophet (zsak4iie)
said:

“All of the woman is to be covered (awrah). If she
exits the [the house], the devil beautifies her. The
closest she is to her Lord is when she is in her
home.”

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the woman is for her to
beware, when she is forced to leave the house, of men looking
at her, and attracting them by any way or method to look at her

beauty.

»
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“And let them not stamp their feet to make known
what they conceal of their adornment.” [Siirah an-
Niir (24): 31]
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From the guidance of the Quran for the woman is that she
lowers her gaze, that she protects her private area, and that she
protects her reputation and guards her honor and nobleness.
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze
and guard their private parts.” [Siirah an-Niir (24):
31]

From the guidance of the Qur’an for the Muslim woman is that
she does not yearn things that are specific to men, nor their

qualities. Allah (Jz5%) says,
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“And do not wish for that by which Allah has made
some of you exceed others. For men is a share of
what they have earned, and for women is a share

of what they have earned. And ask Allah of His
bounty.” [Siirah an-Nisa (4): 32]

And Allah said (Js5),
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“Men are in charge of women by [right of] what
Allah has given one over the other.” [Siirah an-
Nisi (4): 34]

Allzh has certainly praised the tremendous life of a woman in the
Qur’an, and what results from covering, chastity, modesty, and
distance from intermingling with men. Allah (Js3¢) said:
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“And when he came to the water [i.e., well] of
Madyan, he found there a crowd of people
watering [their flocks], and he found aside from
them two women driving back [their flocks]. He
said, “What is your circumstance?’ They said, “We
do not water until the shepherds dispatch [their
flocks]...”

Until His (Js3%) statement:
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“Then one of the two women came to him
walking with shyness.” [Siirah al-Qasas (28): 23-
25]

The more that a woman is described with shyness and beautifies
herself with it, the more complete that is for her character, and
the more beautiful that is for her adornment and beauty. On the
other hand, if 2 woman strips herself of the covering of shyness
and discards the clothing of bashfulness and chastity, she loses her
true beauty and her high, lofty and splendid station, and she is

blown into ruin.

From the guidance [of the Quran], which is connected to getting
close to Allah and attaining his pleasure and reaching the highest
levels of blissful Paradise, is that men and women have been made
equal as it relates to Islam, Iman, obedience, truthfulness,
patience, fasting, reverence of Allah, and remembering Him

1

much (Js552).

It is a commencement and a field of competition prepared for
everyone: men and women, male and female. Allah (J232) said:
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“Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the
believing men and believing women, the obedient
men and obedient women, the truthful men and
truthful women, the patient men and patient
women, the humble men and humble women, the
charitable men and charitable women, the fasting
men and fasting women, the men who guard their
private parts and the women who do so, and the
men who remember Allah often and the women
who do so — for them Allah has prepared

forgiveness and a great reward.

It is not for a believing man or a believing woman,
when Allah and His Messenger have decided a
matter, that they should [thereafter] have any
choice about their affair. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger has certainly strayed into
clear error.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 35-36]

Contained in the directives of the Qur’an and its guidance for

woman is honor for the woman and her society. In them there is
success and happiness in this life and the Hereafter.
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It is obligatory for the woman whom Allah has bestowed His
grace upon - with Iman, guidance to Islim, recognition of the
status of the Qur'an and membership in the nation of
Muhammad (f&a€4{ie), the best of mankind, - to observe
correctly the etiquettes of the Qur’an and its directives and its
guidance; and to know that she has a lofty status.

It is a must that she take hold of them with determination,
resoluteness, seriousness and exertion. She must hold herself far
above what the immoral people invite her to from [their]
thoughts that have caused them to go astray, diverted them into
many paths, and [led them to] abandonment of the guidance of
the noble Qur’an.

So a Muslim woman who reveres Allah, fears Him (js5%) and is
preparing herself for meeting Allah, does not pay attention to to
what these immoral people invite to, those who when they speak,
they do not speak with the revelation of the Qur'an nor
transmitted Sunnah. Nor do they speak with virtue that a person
desires to do, or would give concern to completing or
actualizing.

And it is upon her at this moment to ponder much over Allah’s
statement (Js3):
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“Allah wants to accept your repentance, but those
who follow [their] passions want you to digress
[into] a great deviation.” [Siirah al-Nisa: 27]

The Temptation of Women and the Harms of
Intermingling

Indeed, the compassionate religion of Islim with its accurate
directives and praiseworthy guidance has protected the Muslim
woman and guarded for her nobleness and honor. It has likewise
guaranteed for her honor and happiness, and it has prepared for
her the reasons for a wholesome life that is far from situations of
doubt, tribulation, evil, and corruption.

All of this is from the mercy of Allih (J3=) with his servants,
from the angle that he revealed for them his legislation as advice
for them, to rectify their corruption, to straighten out their
crooked ways, and to guarantee their happiness.

Some examples of this are the tremendous sovereignties and
precise measures that Allah (%) legislated, which cut off any
means of temptation between men and women and help to
distance vile acts and despicable, destructive actions. These
tremendous sovereignties and precise measures have been put in
place as a mercy from Him to them, as a protection of their
honor, and as a defense from disgrace in this life and punishment
in the Hereafter.




Under the protection of Islam, the light of its directives and its
tremendous etiquettes, the Muslim woman lives a relaxed life
filled with happiness, honor, tranquility, and status in this life and
the Hereafter. Her distinguishing mark is covering and chastity;
her cover is purity and integrity; her banner is spreading etiquette
and establishing good character; her goal is protecting nobleness
and defending virtue.

The Muslim woman will remain in [a position] of the utmost
standing, nobility and exemplary repute, as long as she is
adhering to her religion, implementing the commands of her
Lord, obedient to her Prophet, the Messenger of Allah (J55),
submitting her face to Allah, submissive to His legislation and
rulings, establishing the rights of Islim - its obligatory matters

and its tremendous mannerisms.

She exhibits this behavior while at complete ease, with complete
trust and tranquility, and without paying attention to the
negligent people from the callers to vile behavior and tribulation.
She behaves in this manner to attain happiness and peacefulness
in his life and the Hereafter, and to attain a tremendous and
plentiful reward on the day when she meets her Lord (J3%).

The religion of Islam has illustrated that the temptation of
women - if it occurs - will result in much corruption and harm.
Its extent cannot be perceived, and its outcome is not
praiseworthy.

nation and warned them much from its outcome and evil end.
He warned his nation as a form of advice and fulfilling the task

For this reason, the Messenger (J5.&4{(>) feared greatly for his
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of clarifying the religion of Allah. He (J&54%5{lz) was a teacher,
trustworthy, an advisor, and merciful. He did not leave anything
good except that he guided his nation towards it, and he did not
leave anything evil except that he warned his nation from it.

It was collected in al-Bukhari and Muslim in the Hadith of
Usamah b. Zayd that he said: The Messenger (Jasak4fe) said:

“After [my time] I have not left any trial more
severe to men than women.”!

And it was collected in Muslim’s authentic collection of Hadith
in the Hadith of Sa'id al-Khudri (224i) that he said: The Prophet

k4

(Jesafeiifie) said:

“Be cautious of the worldly life and women.
Indeed, the first trial for the people of Isra'll was

women.”?

There are many Hadith from our Prophet (1z54&5{(>) about this
tremendous topic. They are plentiful as a protection for society
and the Muslim nation, and as a protection and care for the
Muslim woman.

The Hadith that were mentioned, and other than them, from the
speech of the Messenger of Allzh are considered to be preventive
measures to ensure the safety and security of the woman, her
home and her society. All of these things together prevent

! Al-Bukhiri (no. 5096) Muslim (no. 2740).
2 Muslim (no. 2742).
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immorality from appearing among them, or evil and corruption
spreading in their midst.

When a woman adheres to the teachings of Islim, she will be
happy in this life and the Hereafter, and she has aided in building
a strong society that is adherent and honorable, full of purity and
chastity.

However, if she fails to implement the teachings of Islam,
regresses into the pits of despicableness, and falls into the sludge
of corruption, she loses her honor and lofty status. Indeed, if she
pollutes herself with despicableness, she causes shame and
disgrace to herself, to her family, and to her relatives. She causes
their heads to hang in sorrow and detracts from their standing
amongst the people.

And if she becomes pregnant from that and gets an abortion, she
has combined between murder and fornication, and if she
attributes that child to her husband or her family, she has entered
upon them a foreigner that is not from them who will be alone
with them, inherit from them, and be viewed as a relative of
theirs, and the child is not a relative of theirs, and other than that
from corruption.

Whoever ponders history, throughout its long course, will find
that from the greatest reasons for the collapse of civilizations, the
decomposition of societies, detachment from good character, the
corruption of values, and the spread of crime, was women
making a spectacle of themselves and intermingling with men,
excessive beautification and mixing, being alone with strangers,
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and frequenting general gatherings and sittings, while she is
completely beautified and in a state of radiant beauty.

Ibn al-Qayyim (8425) said:

“There is no doubt that enabling women to mix
with men is the foundation of every trial and evil.
It is from the greatest reasons for the sweeping
descent of punishments, just as it is a reason for the
corruption of general affairs and specific affairs.
Men and women mixing is a reason for many
despicable acts and fornication, and it is a reason
for mass death and subsequent plagues.

Islam has not required for the woman to wear
hijab, nor has it prevented her from the previously
mentioned affairs, except to protect her from
immorality, to protect her from doubtful matters
and lowly acts, to prevent her from falling into
crimes and corruption, and to dress her with the
adornment of piety, purity, and chastity, and to
prevent all means that lead to vile acts.” This is the
end of his words — may Allah have mercy upon
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“And abide in your houses and do not display
yourselves as [was] the display of the former times
of ignorance.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 33]

And He (Jz5%) says:
SR e o FAJEA N 28/
A
“And when you ask [his wives] for something, ask
them from behind a partition. That is purer for
your hearts and their hearts.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33):
53]

And He (J5%) says:
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze, to
guard their private parts, and to not expose their
adornment, except that which [necessarily] appears
thereof, and to wrap [a portion of] their head-covers
over their chests.” [Siirah al-Niir (24): 31]
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“O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters
and the women of the believers to bring down
over themselves [part] of their outer garments.
That is more suitable that they will be known and
not be abused. And ever is Allih Forgiving and
Merciful.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 59]

And He said ($:3%):
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“Then do not be soft in speech [to men], lest he in
whose heart is disease should covet, but speak with

appropriate speech.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 32]

At-Tirmidhi collected in his comprehensive Hadith collection'

that the Prophet (Jaak5f) said:

! At-Tirmidhi (no. 1174), on the authority of Ibn Mas’id (zzdfss).




“The whole of the woman is to be covered
(‘Awrah). When she exits outdoors, the devil
beautifies her.”

The meaning of: “beautifies her” is that he makes her a target so
that he can manipulate her to provoke corruption and desires.

And on the authority of Umm Humayd as-Sa’adiyyah (¢edis),
she came to the Prophet (1s5:%4{() and said:

“I came to the Prophet (Ju5:%4{lz) and said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, I love to pray with you.” He
(Jsafeifle) said: ‘1 know that you love to pray
with me, but praying in your sleeping area is better
than praying in your room. Praying in your room
is better for you than praying in your house; your
praying in your house is better for you than
praying in your courtyard, and your praying in
your courtyard is better for you than praying in
the mosque of your people. And praying in the
mosque of your people is better for you than your
praying in my mosque.”

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (#efiz5) He said that the
Messenger of Allah (Jz5.4fie) said:

“The best rows for the men are the front rows, and
the worst ones are the back rows, and the best rows
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for the women are the back ones, and the worst
ones are the front ones.”!

All of that is to protect women from mixing with men and
crowding them, and this is in the state of worship and prayer,
when a male Muslim or female Muslim is the farthest away from
the whispers of the devil and his helpers, so how about the affair
of the market place, general areas, and general gatherings!!

When ‘Aisha’s freed slave-girl entered upon her she said:

“O’ mother of the believers, you circulated the
house seven times, and you only touched the
corner two or three times.” ‘Aisha said: “May Allah
not reward you. May Allah not reward you. You
are contending with the men!! Why didn’t you say
Allahu Akbar and keep walking?”

She said that to her with the fact that she was at the noblest place
and the best spot, a place of obedience: next to the K’abah. So,
what would be the affair of 2 woman crowded with men in
market places and general places of gathering, while she is
completely beautified, wearing her best jewelry, and wearing her
most delicate fragrance!!

! Collected by Muslim (no. 440).
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Tremendous Lessons from a Story of a Noble
Female Companion

This is a tremendous lesson and a lofty, valuable benefit; we will
teach it from the story of a virtuous female companion. She tells
the story of her acceptance of Islam, the news of her entrance
into this religion, and her life in Islam.

She is Qaylah b. Makhramah al-Tamimiyyah (gzgs), and her
story is long. At-Tabarani collected it in totality in his book “al-
M’ujam al-Kabir,” and I will take the part of her story wherein
she mentions about her arrival to al-Madinah and her entrance
into the Masjid of the Prophet (Jusukifc).

Her entrance, as narrated, was during the time of Fajr prayer; the
Prophet (Jsakie) was praying with the believers, and the ranks
were behind him establishing this great prayer.

She (gegizs) said:

“We approached the Messenger of Allah (Jzs.kife)
while he was leading the people in Fajr prayer, and
it was established when Fajr first appeared and the
stars were interlaced in the sky. They were almost
not known due to the darkness of the night. So, I,
a woman who was new to Islam, joined the ranks
with the men.”

Let us ponder on 2 woman who joined the ranks next to men in
the Masjid of the Prophet (izs4), during Fajr prayer!
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She goes on to say:

“So a man who was in the row behind me said:
‘Are you a woman or 2 man?’ So I said: ‘No; rather,
I am a woman.” So the man said: “You almost
caused a trial for me. Pray in the ranks of the
women.” There was a rank of women that had
formed in the Hujurat I did not see it when I
entered, so I prayed with them.”

In other words, she went and prayed with the woman, and she
made an excuse for herself for the mistake in that instance: Her
excuse was that she was new to Islam. In other words, she did not
know the details, rulings, and directives of Islam.

O my Muslim sister, ponder this verse. The place: The Prophet’s
Masjid (Jesuiifz). The era: His era (Juuidfe). The time and
situation: A virtuous situation and the time of prayer. And with
all of this, that noble companion (xe4is) said: “You almost caused

a trial for me.”

The meaning of what he mentioned (:z465) is what the Prophet
(Jzss2afi) clarified in the Hadith of Usimah b. Zayd (szgis). He
said:

“The Messenger (lsukifle) said: ‘After [my time],
I have not left any trial more severe to men than

991

women.

' Al-Bukhari (no. 5096) and Muslim (no. 2740).
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And in the Hadith of Said al-Khudari: The Prophet (Jzsiife)

said:

“Fear the worldly life and women. Indeed, the first
trial for the people of Isra'll was women.”

This Companion (i) feared for himself, and he was in the
Masjid of the Prophet (iss4fi) behind the Prophet (isakife)
praying Fajr prayer! What about when women mix with men,
not at times of darkness like occurred here and not in a noble
place like this one; rather, in broad daylight, in market places and
gatherings while she is completely beautified, fully adorned and
wearing her sweetest fragrance. These are all over whelming
dangers and tremendous tribulations that wipe out, destroy, and
cause falling into the great trials that the Prophet feared for his
nation.

When the Prophet (isuifz) was in the Masjid, the House of
Allah that is a place of tranquility, Imian, and a place of excellent
efforts to gain closeness to the Most Merciful, he still distanced
the women from the men as a precaution and awareness. In the
authentic Hadith collection of Muslim there is the Hadith of Abii
Hurayrah (:zgis) wherein he said that the Messenger of Allih

(lsede) said:

“The best rows for the men are the front rows and
the worst ones are the back rows, and the best rows
for the women are the back ones and the worst
ones are the front ones.”

! Muslim (no. 2742).
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In other words, even if a woman is in the Masjid, the House of
Allah, the further she is away from men, the better and more
befitting that is.

Prayer in her house is better for her than prayer in the Masjid.
In the Hadith of Umm Humayd as-Sa’adiyyah (gis) she said:

“I came to the Prophet (Jumudfe) and said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, I love to pray with you.’

He (Jusuidfe) said: ‘I know that you love to pray
with me, but praying in your sleeping area is better
than praying in your room, praying in your room
is better for you than praying in your house, and
your praying in your house is better for you than
praying in your courtyard, and your praying in
your courtyard is better for you than praying in
the mosque of your people, and praying in the
mosque of your people is better for you than your
praying in my mosque.”

It is also collected in the authentic Hadith collection of al-
Bukhari, in the Hadith of Umm Salamah (gzgs) that she said:

“Whenever  Allah's  Messenger  (Jusckifie)
completed the prayer, the women used to get up
immediately, and the Messenger of Allah

(Jesseife) would remain in his place for a while

before getting up.”
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Az- Zuhti (Gz5) said, “We think, and Allah knows best, that he
did so, so that the women might leave before any of the men
perceived them.”

It is also mentioned in the Book of Allih (jg) that which
indicates that distance from intermingling was present in the
previous nations. Allah (j42) said:
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“And when he came to the water [i.e., well] of
Madyan, he found there a crowd of people
watering [their flocks], and he found aside from
them two women driving back [their flocks]. He
said, “What is your circumstance?’ They said, “We
do not water until the shepherds dispatch [their
flocks]; and our father is an old man.’ So he
watered [their flocks] for them...” [Siirah al-Qasas
(28): 23-24]

O Muslim sister, fear Allah (%52); you will certainly meet Him.
And from the things you will be asked about is did you act by
these directives and the blessed guidance found in the Book of
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the Lord of all creatures and in the Hadith of the Messenger
(Azsutentfe).

Certainly, the fear of Allah, adherence to his legislation, and
being devoted to the religion and its etiquette is honor, success,
and happiness for a Muslim in his worldly life and the his
Hereafter.

From the greatest supplications concerning this topic is what has
been collected by Abii Dawiid and other than him in the Hadith
of Ibn ‘Umar. He said: “The Messenger of Allah (1s.:iz) never
left off these supplications in the evening and in the morning:

“O Allah, I ask You for wellbeing in this world and
in the Hereafter. O Allah, I ask You for forgiveness
and wellbeing with regard to my religion, my
worldly affairs, my family and my property. O
Allah, conceal faults, and keep me safe from the
things which I fear. O Allah, guard me in front of
me and behind me, on my right and on my left,
and from above me. I seek refuge with your Might
from any unexpected harm coming from below
me.””? "

Supplicating daily for safety from fear and the covering of one’s
awrah [faults or parts of the body to be concealed], just as it has
come in many of the supplications of the morning and evening.
It has also been established in a Hadith on the Prophet in

! Collected by Abii Dawud (no. 5074), and Ibn Majah (no. 3871).
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(Jsedfe) an unrestricted manner, wherein a Muslim can
supplicate at any time and opportunity.

In al- M’ujam al-Kabir of at-Tabarani' on the authority of
Khabbab (:zgis), he said: I heard the Messenger of Allah

(/ ”A.w&») say:

“O Allah, cover my faults, keep me safe from my
fears, and aid me in the repayment of my debts.”

It is meritorious for a Muslim to give importance to this
supplication and to advise his sons and daughters to be consistent
in saying it, and success is in the Hand of Allah alone; He has no
partners.

! (No. 3622).
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The Story of Woman from the People of

Paradise

This is an amazing and tremendous story. In it, there is a lesson
and an exhortation. It is the story of a woman from the people of
Paradise. Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated it in their two
authentic books of Hadith on the authority of ‘Afa b. Rabah

(#2885), who said:

“Ibn “Abbas said to me: ‘Shall I show you a woman
of the people of Paradise?’ I said: ‘Of course.” He
said: ‘This black lady came to the Prophet
(Jesskeile) and said: ‘I get attacks of epilepsy, and
my body becomes uncovered; please supplicate to

Allzh for me.’

The Prophet (fsu&ifie) said [to her]: ‘If you wish,
be patient, and you will have Paradise, and if you
wish, I will invoke Allah to cure you.’” She said: ‘I
will remain patient’, and added: ‘But I become
uncovered, so please invoke Allah for me that I
may not become uncovered.’ So, he invoked Allah
for her.”

Let us ponder over the story of this tremendous woman. This
woman possessed Iman, truthfulness, refinement, purity,
religiosity, and shyness, even though she had a hardship and trial
with her: epilepsy.
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It troubled her, worried her, harmed her and bothered her, so she
came to the Prophet (iz.&ife) and asked him to supplicate for
her that she would not become uncovered due to her illness and
that her trial be removed from her.

He (Jas4fiz) guided her to that which was more tremendous for
her than that: To be patient about her hardship, trial, and distress,
and that the end result would be Paradise. She chose the excellent
end result, beautiful outcome, and to be from the people of
Paradise, with a guarantee form the Messenger of Allah (i)
- if she was patient.

She chose to be patient, except that she was still disturbed about
some of her body coming uncovered during her epilepsy, even
though while in this state she is excused due to her illness.

She did not do this by choice, nor was she allowing it, nor was
she pleased, and even with all of that, her severe shyness, strength
of Iman, pure heart and excellent chastity caused her to fret about
her body becoming exposed.

She chose patience, and for her is Paradise, except that she said: ‘I
become exposed.” In other words: ‘I am not able to be patient
with this affair, even if it is happening to me without my choice.’
Therefore, the Messenger of Allah (iz.z) supplicated for her,
and after that she still had epilepsy, but she did not become
exposed due to the supplication of the Messenger of Allah

(Jzsuenfic)

Indeed, the story of this woman is a tremendous story. It is to be
narrated concerning upright moral character, beautiful
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characteristics, virtuous behavior, the beauty of shyness, and

purity and serenity of the heart.

She said: “Indeed, I become uncovered, so supplicate to Allah for
me that I do not become uncovered.” This uncovering, which
happened without her choice or will, and which there is no
blame upon her, used to disturb and worry her.

If this was her condition, and what a noble condition and a
tremendous description, then what about a woman who
purposely, willfully, and in a revealing manner uncovers in order
to display her beauty, make apparent that which causes
temptation, and to flaunt her good looks, not concerned and
careless, no shyness and deficient in Iman!!

She hears the verses of Allah and the Hadith of the Messenger
(izsufeifie), and she hears the threats of punishment and warnings
concerning making a display or herself and uncovering; yet, she
does not concern herself with any of it and does not care.

Indeed, this woman that is from the people of Paradise who used
to become uncovered because of epilepsy was excused [from
blame], and she used to severely dislike that she became
uncovered. However, what has happened to a number of women
these days from uncovering, making a display of themselves, and
unveiling. The cause for it is another form of trance that they
have been stricken with, and for which they are not excused; it
is the trance of desires due to weak Iman, little religiosity, and
the departure of shyness. |
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When a person is in a trance with inclinations and in a trance
with following desires, he or she does not give any concern and
is careless due to this trance about whether what he or she does
will earn the pleasure of Allih or His anger.

Certainly, this type of epilepsy has spread in contemporary times
due to the many trials, various calls to desires, the appearance of
various seductive things in the lives of people, that which is ever-
evoking by way new means.

Many of them flame tribulations and stir in the souls desires by
way of sinful T.V. channels and infected websites, that have no
other goal or purpose except for causing people to fall into the
epilepsy of desires and to be thrown into them, thus the trial has
become tremendous and the situation has become serious.

In his tremendous book “Zad al-Ma‘ad,” Imam Ibn al-Qayyim
(&z5) spoke about this type of epilepsy, the condition of the
people with it, and what struck many people because of it from
trials, violent storms against Iman and certainty, and earthquakes
underneath character and shyness. He was mentioning the state
of the people during his time. So how about if he saw the
condition of the people in current times and the multitude off
trials!!

He (4iz5) said:
“The majority of cases the despicable spirits
overpower those with a weakness in their religion

and due to their hearts and their tongues being
void of the actualizing the remembrance of Allah,
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not seeking refuge with Allah and not utilizing the
prophetic protections and the legislated measures
to increase Iman.

So when a despicable spirit meets an unarmed man
with no weapon with him, and perhaps he is
naked, the despicable spirit is able to affect him.

If the cover was removed, you would see that most
human souls are possessed with these despicable
spirits. They are prisoners to this possession,
grasped by it and driven by it wherever it desires
to take them. He is not able to prevent it or oppose
1t.

This is the greatest form of possession which the
individual suffering from it does not wake up until
he departs [from this world] and witnesses his
imminent death. It is at that point that he truly
realizes that he was possessed — and Allah’s aid is
sought.

The cure for this form of possession is coupling a
sound intellect with the Iman [belief in] that
which the Messengers came with, and that
Paradise and Hell are always between a person’s
eyes and the focal point of his heart. Likewise, that
he calls to mind the people of this life and the
punishments and plagues inhabiting them, and
how they are falling upon them throughout their




countries in numerous places like rain drops, while
they are possessed and have not recovered.
However, when this trial became so widespread to
the point that there is no one seen except that he is
possessed, it became normal and un-rebuked;
rather, due to the large numbers of people
possessed, the strange and rebuked has become its
opposite [i.e. good moral conduct].

So, when Allah desires good for a servant, he
grants him recovery from this possession, and he
looks at the children of this world who are
possessed on his right and on his left on their
different levels. From them are those who are
completely insane, from them are those who
recover occasionally, then return to their insanity,
from them are those who recover at one moment,
and are crazy the next, so he recovers and does the
actions of the people who are recovered and sane,
then possession seizes him again, and he falls into
fumbling about.”

He (25 said that, and he did not see the invitations to trials and
what has evolved for people in contemporary times, things that
blow away Imin, debase the manners and remove nobility and
shyness.

Whoever does not restrict himself with the reigns of Islamic
legislation and restrict himself with the reigns of the guidance of

! Zad al-Ma‘ad, (4/63).
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our Prophet (Jzsuki(z), he is from the epileptics stricken with
these disasters, and he is from the casualties of trials and those
who have been hurled into these desires.

O believing woman, ponder over the life of this black woman,
who was true in her Iman and possessed a tremendous amount of
shyness while she was speaking to Prophet (i), patient
about hardship and distress, saying:

“I become uncovered, so supplicate to Allah for me
that I do not become uncovered.”

If this was her condition - fearing to become uncovered, even
though she is excused - then what about the condition of you, O
believing woman?

Some believing women have been trailed currently with a strong
defeatist mentality and an ugly transformation due to being
dazzled by a false notion of civilization and the type of progress
that is a killer; thus, she has become a woman that does not follow
a person with whose civilization she is amazed with, except in
worthless affairs, lowly things, and despised mannerism, so she
has committed the greatest crime against herself and caused the
greatest trial for her Iman.

Is it not that every Muslim, every female servant of Allah and
every believing woman should fear Allah, remember her
standing in front of Allah; and that the Lord of the creation will
ask her on the Day of Standing about her shyness, covering,
bashfulness, and everything that came in the Book of her Lord
and the Sunnah of her Prophet (fzs.&4iis).
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So, when some women were afflicted by this type of possession,
the possession of desires, they were hurled by it. Many crimes
afflicted them. For this reason, it is seen in many Muslim
countries, in many lands of the people of Imin, and in many
directions much uncovering and much making a spectacle of
[one’s self] and unveiling - an amount that is not known -
without restriction, in the history of the life of the Muslim
woman, beginning from the noble female companions to the
those who followed them with precision, from the women of
Iman, the people of truth, and the people of chastity and shyness.

These woman became possessed, they are not concerned about
uncovering their beauty and making apparent that which tempts
people, so that one now uncovers her chest, and that one
uncovers her cleavage, and the third exposes her hair, another
one reveals her chin and her thigh, to more types of uncovering,
unveiling and making a spectacle [of herself], without the
restriction of Imin, without the restriction of shyness nor
bashfulness in front of the Most Merciful.

Do these women not remember the resurrection and standing in
front of Allah?! Then a reckoning and punishment for every vice
she committed and every vile act she committed?! So what has
deceived her about her Imin, and what has deceived her
pertaining to her shyness?! What has caused her to descend to this
lowliness and sink into this low level of degradation?

Will a2 woman not recognize this, so she can save herself from

this epilepsy, seeking help from her Lord, beseeching her Master
and Aider to bestow upon her chastity and to provide her
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bashfulness and covering, doing so with seriousness and a strong
will to defend herself, to care for her shyness, and to protect her
Iman. And success is in the hand of Allah alone.
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A Woman Abiding in Her Home is Her Honor

Indeed the blessing and grace upon us, O Muslims, is great as a
result of being guided to this religion and straight path; certainly,
it is the religion of Allah, the only religion that He is pleased with
for his slaves; and Allah will not accept any other religion besides
1t.

And Allah (§25%2) said:
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“This day I have perfected for you your religion
and completed My favor upon you and have
approved for you Islam as your religion.” [Siirah

al-M3’idah (5): 3]
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“And whoever desires other than Islam as a
religion — never will it be accepted from him, and
he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”
[Stirah Al ‘Imran (3): 85]
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Indeed it is the religion that Allah rectified by way of its creed,
actions and manners, and He rectified by way of it a person’s
outward appearance and inner appearance. He adorned him with
the beauty of this religion and its completeness. Certainly, it is
the religion that whoever holds tight to it, he will be successful
and saved; and whoever leaves it, correct belief leaves him,
righteous actions leave him, and virtuous, lofty manners leave
him.

Indeed it is the correct religion and the straight path which there
is no success nor happiness for the servants in this life or the
Hereafter except by actualizing it and implementing it.
Truthfulness is its signpost. The truth is its orbit. Justice is its
foundation. Mercy is its essence. All that is good is its companion.
Uprightness and rectification are its goal and objective.

There is nothing greater than this religion and no loftier blessing
upon us than it. So, let us praise Allah, our Lord, for guiding us
to this religion and making us from its people. Let us ask Him

@

(Js) for firmness upon it until death.

This true religion came with tremendous guidance and sound
directives in order to rectify the servants, to actualize success for
them, and to cut off the path of tribulations and corruption.

And certainly from the tremendous measures of the religion and
its blessed directives are those directives that have come in the
Book of Allah (Js52) and the Sunnah of His Prophet (Jmsife)
specific to the Muslim woman to ensure for her, while holding
on to these manners and directives, success, happiness,
protection, and high esteem in this life and the Hereafter.
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And if Allah (3:52) gives a Muslim woman success and opens her
chest to adhering to the etiquettes of Islam and its rulings, she
will be happy and safe, and likewise her society will be safe from
being put to trial by her, because women are a trial; rather, the
Prophet (Jz4fiz) said, in what has been authentically reported
on him:

“After [my time], I have not left any trial more
severe to men than women.”!

k3

And he ({seafe) said:

“Fear the worldly life and women. Indeed, the first
trial for the people of Isra'll was women.”

The trial of women is a tremendous trial and of the upmost
severity, and certainly, the Prophet of guidance and mercy
(Jzsiesfie) feared and was concerned about it for his nation. And
Islam came with aimed directives and tremendous guidance, if
the Muslim woman adheres to them, she will be safe, and her

society will be safe from being trialed by her.

Indeed, it is obligatory for the Muslim woman to read the Qur’an
and Hadith of the noble Messenger (ki) and for her to take
the directives stated in the Book and the Sunnah seriously and
with determination, without any delay or slacking, for indeed,

! Al-Bukhiri (no. 5096) and Muslim (no. 2740).
2 Muslim (no. 2742).
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contained in those directives are her uprightness and her

happiness in this life and the Hereafter.

When some women disobeyed these legislated directives and
wise guidance, they fell into - and refuge is with Allah- a lowly
abyss and destructive consequences. Many of them, after a
lengthy period of time and a long life spent distant from
[adhering to] the legislation of Allih and the directives of Islam,
announced at numerous occasions their failure, due to distance
from the teachings and mannerisms of Islam and its etiquettes;
and the happy person is the one who learns a lesson from others.

Indeed, the Muslim woman, when she ponders over the etiquette
of Islam and its directives for her, she does not believe they
shackle her nor restrict her freedom as the adversaries of Islam
and the enemies of the religion believe. Rather, certainly, the
directives of Islam for the Muslim woman are directives that
guarantee for a woman a noble life and tranquil existence, distant
from the dangers of tribulation, methods of degradation,
deviance, and corruption.

When a woman takes hold of the teachings of Islam, she will live
a life of honor, completeness, beauty, and chastity, and the
Hadith clarifying these directives are many; however, we will
pause with this tremendous directive:
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“And abide in your houses and do not display
yourselves as [was] the display of the former times
of ignorance.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33): 33]

And in another recitation:

“And be dignified in your houses and do not
display yourselves as [was] the display of the
former times of ignorance.” [Siirah al-Ahzab (33):
33]

The first recitation means to stay in the home, and to not exit
except for a need or dire need. The other recitation means be
dignified [in your homes], and the two meanings go together.
Certainly, if a woman abides in her house, dignity will be
achieved.

In contrast to if she was a woman who exited the house much,
always coming and going, then certainly this coming and going,
and not abiding in the home leads to distance from dignity and
to its opposite to replace it.

And He said: “in your houses,” even though what is normal is
that house is owned by the husbands; however, since the woman
has specific duties connected to the house, remains therein, cares
for it, and has a tremendous responsibility concerning it, it has
been connected to her, because she is requested to stick to the
house and abide therein, and that she should not leave out except
for a need.
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“And do not display yourselves as [was] the display of the former
times of ignorance.” So, if she does exit the home, she exits for a
need, or a dire necessity, while adhering to the guidelines of
Islamic legislation and its etiquettes.

Examples of her making a display of herself would be [the
following]: unveiling, revealing her good looks, making
apparent her beauty, perfuming herself, displaying her prettiness,
and eagerly seeking to tempt men and to get them to look at her.

All of this falls under the meaning of “the display of the former
times of ignorance,” which a woman, if she does these things,
will only achieve degradation and lowliness, and refuge is with

Allah.

Then, for this noble, protected woman, who has abided in her
home, there are directives to men to guard her nobleness, protect
her virtue, and [to ensure] that there is no mixing between men
and women, nor seclusion with a foreign woman, because of the
trials and harm that will result from that.

In the two authentic collections', on the authority of ‘Ugbah b.
‘Amar (x:465):

“The Prophet (Jzs4fe) said: ‘Beware of entering
upon women, and in another wording: Do not
enter upon women.”

! Al-Bukhari (no. 5232), and Muslim (no. 2172).




It is requested from a woman to abide in her home, and foreign
men have been prohibited from entering upon women in homes
due to the evil, trials and destruction that will result from that.

A man from the Ansar said: “O Messenger of Allah, what about
the in-laws?” In other words: Does this prohibition include
them? And what is meant by in-laws are the relatives of the
husband, except for his father and sons, like his brother, paternal
uncle, maternal uncle, and cousin. The Prophet (Jseieife) said:

“The in-laws are death.”

Let us pause at this tremendous notification and deterrence. The
in-laws are death. The in-laws, those who are the relatives of the
husband, such as the brother, the uncle, the cousin, and the
maternal uncle. He (Jzaf4fi) said: “The in-laws are death.” What
about foreign men, those who are totally distant from the
woman, those who have no relationship with her, nor with her

husband?!

He said: “The in-laws are death.” In his (jz.iafiz) usage of the
word death there is a notification that violating Islamic etiquette
and its tremendous advice does not take the one who violates it
except to death and destruction, yes!!

And it is possible that this violator of Islamic etiquette could be
walking on his two feet, eating, drinking, speaking; however, in
reality he is dead, because virtue, chastity, nobleness and honor
have died concerning him, so he is not from their people.
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So virtue has died, chastity has died, upright morals have died,
and there are reasons for their death. Our religion has come to
protect the servants from the death of virtue, the death of
manners, and the death of etiquette.

Indeed the Muslim woman, especially in our times, this time of
tribulation when many people have become open to the customs
of non-Muslims and their cultures. Likewise, their
shamelessness, looseness, indignity, deviation, and lowliness. And
through much viewing and an addiction to T.V. channels,
internet sites, indecent magazines, and other than these things.
These lowly manners have begun to penetrate into the minds of
some women.

Women are weak and quick to be put to trial, except she who
Allah has protected, shielded and has rushed to protect herself and
to block the avenues of trials that head her way, fleeing to Allah
(Js52), seeking protection with Him.

We are in a time where it is obligatory for us to unify our efforts
in order to protect virtue, to care for nobility, to shield honor,
and to uphold Islamic jealousy, which the religion of Allah (js3)
came with, so that we can live under the protection of Islam, its
tremendous etiquettes, and its precise directives, a life of nobility,
virtue, honor and high esteem.

And since our gentle religion, with its tremendous directives and
its gentle blessed guidance, wants a woman to live a complete
life, a life of virtue, and a life of high esteem, then the enemies of
the religion and its advisories do not want that; rather, they want
for her to live a life of despicableness, degradation and lowliness:
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“But those who follow [the1r] passions want you
to digress [into] a great deviation.” [Siirah al-Nisa

(4): 27]

Yes! Certainly, this is a clear reality. So, it is upon a woman to
not belittle this affair, and to not listen to the call of everyone
who shouts. Rather, her listening is restricted to that which is
backed by evidences, clarifications, and clear angles of proof from
the ascertaining, well-grounded scholars - the people who
understand the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet

(Assesfie).

“They have prepared you for an affair, if only you would
have noticed it.

Consider yourself above being herded along with the
ignoble.”

Indeed, if a woman lives adhering to Islamic etiquette, she will
live a noble, virtuous personal life, and in her society she will live
a noble life, the life of the virtuous and noble minded. And if she
is put to trial and goes with the callers to tribulation and the
callers to evil and corruption, she will be destroyed within herself
and a cause for the destruction of others.
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Let her remember that one day she will depart from this life.
There will come a day when she, along with her beautiful body,
her tempting good looks, her adorning of herself, and her
tribulation of men will be placed in a hole, dirt will be heaved on
her, and worms will eat her; her beauty and glamour will leave
her, and she will be it that hole, dependent upon her actions and

shackled to what she put forth in this life.

There were women before her who lived in castles, then they
lived in graves wherein there were petrifying conditions, all types
of changing conditions, heads detached from bodies, and eyes
hanging on cheeks. So, let the Muslim woman fear Allah and
prepare for this day its proper preparation.

Pondering over the Statement of Allah (J:52): “And tell the
believing women to reduce [some] of their vision and guard
their private parts.”

Allah (§z5%) says in Siirah al-Niir:
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze
and guard their private parts and not expose their
adornment except that which [necessarily] appears
thereof and to wrap [a portion of] their headcovers
over their chests and not expose their adornment
[ie., beauty] except to their husbands, their
fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons, their
husbands' sons, their brothers, their brothers' sons,
their sisters' sons, their women, that which their
right hands possess [i.e., slaves], or those male
attendants having no physical desire, or children
who are not yet aware of the private aspects of
women. And let them not stamp their feet to make
known what they conceal of their adornment.
And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O
believers, that you might succeed.” [Siirah al-Niir
(24): 31]

Allah (§52) commanded the believing women in this noble verse
to lower their gaze and to protect their private areas, and he
mentioned other rulings connected to women. Allah (J5%z)
mentioned that after a verse that is connected to men on the same
topic.
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He (Jz4%) said directly before this verse:
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“Tell the believing men to lower their gazeand
guard their private parts. That is purer for them.
Indeed, Allah is acquainted with what they
do.”[Siirah al-Niir (24): 30]

So, lowering the gaze is more righteous, purer and cleaner for
both men and woman, and whoever releases the reign of his
eyesight and allows it to look here and there, and he does not
guard it from the things rendered impermissible by Allah (jz3%),
then this is a means of falling into lewdness and impermissible
acts, because impermissible looks lead to fornication, and it is a
means that leads to it.

In His statement: “And tell the believing women,” he mentioned
this tremendous title because it requires from the one who hears
it to implement the command of Allah (Js3%), so the true believer
who this characteristic applies to does not waiver back and forth
about obeying the command of Allah; just as He (Jz5%) says:
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“It is not for a believing man or a behevmg
woman, when Allah and His Messenger have

70




decided a matter, that they should [thereafter] have
any choice about their affair.” [Siirah al-Ahzab
(33): 36]

Such as if you were to say this is correct or incorrect or this is
good for me or not good for me, etc. Rather, you yield and
submit.

In His statement: “lower their gaze,” it has come right here the
word: some, so lowering the gaze is requested in affairs that Allah
(Js52) has ordered for the gaze to be lowered. For this reason,
there will come in the verse exceptions where the gaze was not
commanded to be lowered concerning them, and in the request
to lower the gaze there is no difference between looking at a man
directly or looking at his picture, because the end in both affairs

is the same.

Therefore, beginning with lowering the gaze before protecting
the private parts is beginning with a means that leads the person
who adheres to it to protection of the private parts. A woman
who does not give importance to lowering her gaze is exposing
herself to danger, because the Devil leads her gradually.

And if a person were to ponder the condition of the disobedient
women who have been put to trial with tremendous lewdness,
he will find that their beginning was from this type of action,
either she took the reins off of her sight, or she began to look at
lewd magazines, or shameless pictures, or she began to listen to
sinful singing or other than these evil means which lead to
fornication, until she arrived at that [lowly] level, and refuge is

with Allah.
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For this reason, Allah (J:5%) began with mentioning a means that
leads to lewd acts, and in this is an alert to other than it. So,
whatever is similar to it that leads to lewd acts is similar to it in
its ruling, such as listening to impermissible singing.
Impermissible singing is a route and path that leads to
fornication, as well as looking at pictures, or impermissible
entities, or having impermissible conversations, or speaking to
women that have been trialed with these false affairs. All of this
leads to falling into lewdness.

Then he said: “and guard their private parts.” Guarding the
private parts is from the most important affairs. It is befitting that
a Muslim woman make use of every cause that leads to protecting
it. A woman who protects her private area attains honorable and
lofty titles; she does not attain them expect by protecting it.

She will be described as chaste, decent, righteous, pious, and
other than that from noble descriptions. So, how could she
exchange these names for the name of disobedience!! How could
she exchange these names for repugnant names!! Such as
fornicator, disobedient, whore, and despicable [?]
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“Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of dlsobedlence
after [one's] faith.” [Siirah al-Hujurat (49): 11]
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It has been narrated on the Prophet (izukdfe) that he said:
Whoever can guarantee what is between his two jaw-bones and
what is between his two legs, [ guarantee Paradise for him.'

And guarding the tongue is a reason for protection of the private
area. Indeed the Prophet (Jusukifle) said:

“When the son of Adam wakes up in the morning,
all of his body humble themselves towards the
tongue and say: 'Fear Allah regarding us, we are
only part of you. If you are straight, we are
straight, and if you are crooked, we are crooked.”

The limbs, all of them, including the private area, follow the
tongue. How many righteous, chaste, noble, believing women
live with their families religiously, upon righteousness and piety,
then, a fox comes to her and corrupts her with his tongue! And
the talking is either by way of the telephone, or other than that.
He speaks to her with soft speech and attractive phrases, so he
corrupts her chastity, nobleness, and honor.

Then, the context of the verse includes many, tremendous
guidelines; whoever truly sticks to them and truly adheres to
them, then indeed she will arrive at protection of the private area,
its safety, and its chastity:

He (Js55) said:

! Collected by al-Bukhari (no. 6474), from the Hadith of Sahl b. S’ad (224is).
2 Collected by al-Tirmidhi (no. 2307), from the Hadith of Abi S’a’id al-
Khudri.
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“And not expose their adornment except that which [necessarily]
appears thereof,” meaning the jilbab that covers the woman
completely. Indeed, there is no harm upon her concerning it, and
it is not upon her to conceal it; however, it is upon her to ensure
that the jilbab itself is not tempting.

Some women choose a beautified and decorated ‘aba’ah that is a
trial for men. So, with that, she is in opposition to the command
of Allah in this verse. So, it is upon her to recognize while she is
wearing this ‘aba’ah, that it is the dress of modesty, not the dress
of beautification.

He [$:52] said:

“And to wrap [a portion of] their head covers.” The khimar is the
jilbab that covers the woman's body. So, if they are in the
presence of foreign men, it is upon them to place their khimar
on their chests, so she covers her face; she covers her hand[s]; she
covers her body; she covers her beauty, so that she doesn’ put
men to trial with her beauty, thus being a means to falling into
corruption.

“And not expose their adornment [i.e., beauty] except to their
husbands.” When Allah (J%g%2) prohibited from displaying
beauty, He (¥52) mentioned exceptions from the verse from
whom it is permissible for a woman to uncover her face and
hands in front of them.

He (J2) said: “And not expose their adornment [i.e. beauty]

except to their husbands,” so, a woman displays her beauty for
her husband; rather, it is not legislated for her to dress-up in
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complete, splendid, and the most excellent beautification except
for her husband. However, some women give great importance
to beautification when they desire to go to gatherings, or similar
to that, but as it relates to when she is with her husband, she never
beautifies herself, or she barely beautifies herself, and this is from
a backwards understand.

“And not expose their adornment except that which [necessarily]
appears thereof and to wrap [a portion of] their head covers over
their chests and not expose their adornment [i.e., beauty] except
to their husbands, their fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons,
their husbands' sons, their brothers, their brothers' sons, their
sisters' sons...” - So, all of these people are guardians for her.

“Their women.” In other words, it is permissible for all women
to look at each other, and it is possible the possessive adjective
(i.e. their) means the same type: Muslim women. In this verse,
there is a proof that it is not permissible for a non-Muslim subject,
living in a2 Muslim country, to look at a Muslim woman (i.e.
uncovered).

“Or that which their right hands possess [i.e., slaves].” So, it is
permissible for the male slave, if all of him is owned, to look at
his female owner, as long as she owns all of him. Yet, if her
ownership, or some of her ownership, is removed, then looking
[at her] is not permissible.

“Or those male attendants having no physical desire” meaning,
those men who follow you and are connected to you who have
no want for these desires, such as a mentally challenged person
who does not know what is there, or the impotent person who
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does not have any desire left in his private area, nor in his heart.
Certainly, in this type of person, there is no harm from his
looking.

“Or children who are not yet aware of the private aspects of
women” — meaning, children who are below the age of the
ability to discern. It is permissible for them to look at foreign
women. Allzh gave the reason for that by saying that: “who are
not yet aware of the private aspects of women,” meaning, they
do not have any knowledge of that, and there is not found any
desire in them, yet. This verse proves that in front of the one who
has discernment, a woman must cover.

When we ponder this context, is a [hired] driver or a [paid]
servant included with these people, or not? Did Allah (Js35¢)
exclude them in this verse with those who were excluded, and
can a woman uncover her face or reveal her beauty for them?
No, by Allah, he has not been excluded. Rather, he is a foreign
man. It is obligatory for a woman to cover in front of him.

Many vile acts have occurred due to negligence in these rulings,
whether it be by pleasure or by rape, and all of this is stems from
neglect of the commands of Allah which encompass protection
and chastity in this life and the Hereafter.

Then He (Js3i) said:
“And let them not stamp their feet to make known what they
conceal of their adornment.” This is also from the affairs that

promote protection of the woman and her chastity, so if for
example a woman is wearing an anklet that is on her leg, it is not

76




permissible for her to stamp her feet so that she draws the
attention of foreign men to her. This is because she would be
causing trials for them if she did that.

Another example of this is if a woman is wearing shoes that make
a sound and have a high heel; this is because they make apparent
the backside of a woman, and because they make a sound which
draws the attention of men. A chaste believing woman stays
away from that and chooses for herself shoes that do not lead to
that which Allah made impermissible.

Then, Allah (Jz52) completes this noble verse with a tremendous
and important ending, so He (Js5%) says: “And turn to Allah in
repentance, all of you, O believers, that you might succeed.” So
whoever was squandering and negligent, let them rush to
repentance, so that they can be from the party of Allah, the

successful.
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Advice and A Well-Wishing

During this time, especially since it is a time of many tribulations,
different places of entertainment, and numerous distractions that
have busied people from that which they were created for and
brought into existence to actualize, it is emphasized to counsel
[people] with the order to fear Allah (%3%), obedience to Him
and adhering to His wise legislation. This is done as an advice to
the servants and to free one’s self from blame in front of Allzh.

This affair is specifically emphasized with women, especially
since she is the object of focus in these days and times; plots are
being thought up and plans are being arranged. And the result of
all of that is bringing down the modesty of a woman, her
chastity, her covering, her shyness, her honor, and her virtue.
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Allzh wants to accept your repentance, but those
who follow [their] passions want you to digress
[into] a great deviation.” [Siirah al-Nisa (4): 27]

It is stressed especially for the woman, and the affair pertains to
her to the upmost degree: that she must fear Allah (Js3%), her
Lord, and recognize His rights upon her, what He (J:3)
commanded her with, and what has come from the noble
Messenger (Jskife); she must recognize that in these
tremendous directives and sharp guidance lies chastity for the




woman, her honor, her virtue, and her happiness in this life and
the Hereafter.

The level-headed, intelligent woman who advises herself does
not give any attention to what lowly people say, those who desire
the loss of her nobility and honor. She only turns her attention
to what has come from her Lord and from the Messenger of Allah

(Jzsuieafie) related to this situation.

At this moment, I present three tremendous Hadith which have
been authentically narrated about the Messenger of Allah; I
especially invite all women to ponder deeply and to spend some
time thinking about what they encompass of tremendous
substance.

1. It has been collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim in their
authentic collections' from the Hadith of Abii S’aid al-Khudari
(ve8is5): He said:

“The Messenger of Allah went out to the to offer
the ‘Eid al-Adha or the ‘Eid Al-Fitr prayer. Then
he passed by the women and said: ‘O women! Give
the alms of Eid. I have seen that the majority of the
dwellers of Hell-fire were you (i.e. women).’

They asked: “Why is it so, O Messenger of Allah
(Jssaiifie)?” He replied: You curse frequently and
are ungrateful to your husbands. I have not seen
anyone more deficient in intelligence and religion

! Al-Bukhari (no. 304) and Muslim (no. 79).
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than you. A cautious sensible man could be led
astray by one of you.”

2. It has been collected by al-Bayhagi in his book “as-Sunan™ on
the authority of Abi Uthaynah as-Sadafi that the Messenger of
Allah (Jseide) said:

“The best of your women are the affectionate
childbearing, who are obliging and supportive, as
long as they have fear of Allah. And the worst of
your women are those who expose themselves and
are proud. These are the hypocrites; none of them
enter Paradise, except like the rare white-footed
crow.”
3. It has been collected by al-Nasa’i in “as-Sunan al-Kubra™ on
the authority of ‘Umarah b. Khuzaymah b. Thabit; he said:

“We were with ‘Amr b. As (x&5) on Hajj or
‘Umrah, so when we were passing through ath-
Tharan, we were surprised by a woman in her
howdah with her hand placed on her howdah. So
when he dismounted, he entered the mountain
path, and we entered with him.

So, he said: “We were with the Messenger of Allah
(Jssakdie) in this place, and all of a sudden we were
with many crows. One of them had a white foot,

! (No. 13478).
2 (No. 9223).
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a red beak and red legs. So, the Messenger of Allah
(Zzsufeifte) said: ‘None will enter Paradise from the
women, except for an amount similar to that of
this crow amongst the others.”” Collected by al-
Hikim in his “Mustadrak.”” And He said:
“Suddenly, we were in the vicinity of a woman
who was wearing a wrist-full of bracelets made of
gold and silver, and she was also wearing rings,

and she had spread her hand out on her howdah.”

O woman, ponder greatly these three Hadith. The Prophet
(izuidfle) mentioned the fire and informed that most of its
inhabitants were women, and he mentioned Paradise and
mentioned the small amount that would enter it from the
women, and this is not a discouragement of women from the
mercy of Allah, nor is it seeking to make her lose hope in His
mercy.

He (Jssdfie) only said that as advice to women and warning
them from that which will cause Allah’s anger (J5%2) and his
punishment, and from that which leads a woman to enter the fire
and to the punishments that are mentioned in these Hadith.

Isn’t it appropriate for a woman to truthfully pause, ponder these
Hadith, examine the reason for these threats, and stay away from
everything that angers Allah (Jz5%2)!! And he (Jmuafe) has
explicitly mentioned the greatest reason and the biggest trial
which caused many women to experience those punishments,

! (No. 8781).
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and that is making a display of herself, unveiling, arrogance, and
practicing these actions to trial men, to the point where he said:

“l have not seen anyone more deficient in
intelligence and religion than you. A cautious
sensible man could be led astray by some of you.”

The intelligent woman thinks too highly of herself to be
described with these characteristics, and to be in a condition that
draws on herself fear on the Day of Judgment of having that evil
outcome and painful ending.

Ponder, may Allah protect you, when ‘Amr b. ‘As (zzg5s5) saw that
woman in that place, displaying her hand, displaying her
beautiful possessions from gold and jewelry on her hand, placing
it on her howdah.

Remember the threat of the Prophet (Jzuife) to women. How
would it be if he saw many of the women in this time, unveiled,
making a display of herself, beautified, adorned, perfumed,
making her good looks apparent in a despicable fashion. Will you
not fear Allah?! Will you not fear the standing before Allzh

(Je=)?!

So what does a woman desire, whether it is her worldly affairs or
her Hereafter, when she displays herself, when she reveals her
beauty, when she intermingles with men, and when she
purposely tries to put them to trial and get their attention. What
good does she desire with these types of actions, and what type

' Al-Bukhari (no. 304) and Muslim (no. 79).
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of virtue does she hope for?! Certainly, it is, by Allah, a

tremendous loss, major evil, and widespread trial.

As for the intelligent woman, for indeed, she is far removed from
these type of actions, fearful of Allah - the Lord of the creation,
the owner of majesty and completeness - diligent in the
obedience of her Lord and attaining His pleasure.

Let a woman ponder the situation that was collected by al-Imam
Ahmad in his “Musnad™ on the authority of ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
‘Awf (22i5); he said: The Messenger of Allah (fzdfe) said:

“If a woman prays her five, fasts her month,
protects her private part, and obeys her husband, it
will be said to her: ‘Enter Paradise from any door
you wish.”

Glad tidings to the Muslim woman of a noble promise and
tremendous virtue if she lives her life in obedience to Allah,
carrying out His orders (¥%4%), and distancing herself from His
prohibitions.

If she lives her life like that, she will live a noble and good life,
and for her on the Day of Judgment is a noble promise and
tremendous virtue, and that is because of [Her] Lord (Js5)
being pleased with her, pleased with her entrance into blissful
Paradise, and pleased with her being saved from the punishment

of Allah ().

! (No. 1771).
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However, if a woman is deceived by the beauty of the worldly
life, its variety of trials, its false amusement, and its severed deceit,
indeed, she will be put to trial in her religion, her character will
be lost, her chastity will leave and her. Similarly, morals, fine
mannerism, and etiquette will wander away from her.

For this reason, it is certainly upon the Muslim woman to fear
Allah (Js52), to adhere to the obedience of Allah, to carry out His
commands (Jz52), and to completely stay away from all reasons
of deviance and straying.

And it is upon those in charge of their affairs to fear Allah
concerning their women and daughters, and to work to actualize
uprightness in them by caring for them, excellently cultivating
them, and teaching them Islamic manners and its straight and
sound guidelines.

Women are weak, and they are influenced very quickly. She
hears an attractive phrase, beautified speech, tempting words, and
statements that she believes are from the angle of advice for her,
so she is put to trial by all of that.

However, it is upon the woman to be alert and clever, to have in
front of her two eyes the fear of her Lord, the remembrance of
standing in front of Allah (Jz5%), and that Allah will ask her about
what came in His book and the Sunnah of His Prophet.

And it is upon her in this situation to be plentiful in supplication
and to beseech Allah (J5%) to protect her from trials, to cover her
body, to grant her safety from her fears, and to protect her with
what He protects His righteous slaves.
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So, supplication is the key to all that is good in this life and the
Hereafter, and along with supplication, she exerts herself in
acting out beneficial causes for safety, rescue, escape, and
separation from these destructive affairs.

85



The Blessing of Clothing and
Tribulation of It

Indeed, the mention of blessings is a reason for the thankfulness
of the bestower of the blessing (J23%), and thankfulness is a reason
for increase. Allzh said,
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“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If

you are grateful, I will surely increase you [in

favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is

severe."” [Siirah Ibrahim (14): 7]

From the blessings of Allah upon his slaves is different types of
clothing and its many kinds. So, they are a tremendous blessing
and a great gift. For this reason, Allah (}25%) counted this blessing
and mentioned it along with other blessings which he counted
in Siirah al-Nahl, which in known to the people of knowledge
as the Siirah of Blessings, due to the numerous blessings that Allah
counted upon his slaves.

It has come at the end of these blessings the statement of Allah
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“And Allah has made for you from your homes a
place of rest and made for you from the hides of
the animals tents which you find light on your day
of travel and your day of encampment; and from
their wool, fur and hair is furnishing and
enjoyment [i.e., provision] for a time. And Allah
has made for you, from that which He has created,
shadows [i.e., shade] and has made for you from
the mountains, shelters and has made for you
garments which protect you from the heat and
garments [i.e., coats of mail] which protect you
from your [enemy in] battle. Thus does He
complete His favor upon you that you might
submit [to Him]. But if they turn away, [O
Muhammad] - then only upon you is
[responsibility for] clear notification. They
recognize the favor of Allah; then they deny it.
And most of them are disbelievers.” [Siirah al-Nahl
(16): 80-83]
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Allah (Jz52) clarified in this tremendous verse His blessings on
His servants wherein He mentioned that he made for them
garments: shirts and other things, such as cotton clothing, linen,
and wool; people are able to protect themselves from the heat and
cold with these materials, beautify themselves with them, and
cover themselves.

There is no doubt that clothing is a tremendous blessing and
great gift. It is obligatory for the believing servants of Allah to be
thankful for them and to use them for the obedience of Allah, His
pleasure, and to draw closer to him. And it is obligatory for them
to beware greatly of opposing the commands of Allah
concerning clothing, its descriptions, its type, its conditions, its
guidelines, and its etiquette which Islamic legislation has come
with.

Concerning this topic, let a Muslim beware of the plots, plans
and secret methods of the Devil, which he employs to block
people from the truth and to cause them to fall into infractions.
Certainly, Allah (Jz5%) clarified that the enmity of the Devil
towards mankind concerning this affair, and other than it, is old.

Allah (J25%) mentioned in the Quran the Devil’s trickery of the
two parents and his whispering to them in order that it be
revealed to them that which was concealed from each other. This
affair was entered upon them from a hidden angles. He gave the
appearance to them that he was a trustworthy advisor, and he
swore to them about that. He fooled them with deceit; in other
words, he lowered them from their high rank, which was distant
from disobedience and sin, to falling into it.
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“And O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in
Paradise and eat from wherever you will, but do
not approach this tree, lest you be among the
wrongdoers. But Satan whispered to them to make
apparent to them that which was concealed from
them of their private parts. He said, “Your Lord did
not forbid you this tree except that you become
angels or become of the immortal.’

And he swore [by Allah] to them, ‘Indeed, I am to
you from among the sincere advisors.” So he made
them fall, through deception. And when they
tasted of the tree, their private parts became
apparent to them, and they began to fasten
together over themselves from the leaves of

Paradise. And their Lord called to them, ‘Did I not
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forbid you from that tree and tell you that Satan is
to you a clear enemy?’ They said, ‘Our Lord, we
have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive
us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be
among the losers.” [Siirah al-‘Araf (7): 19-23]

So Allah followed their action with his mercy and bestowed
upon them His pardon, so He forgave them; just as He (J3)
said:

R T R LT S L e s U I~ 1
Q:Lplagh%uég)b.q;‘gyuu.xé%bb}

At e L o pe oo BBt oo
N

ade Olbua, s f@ &gy pole Toaey 1 G
{ &5

“And they [i.e., Adam and his wife] ate of it, and
their private parts became apparent to them, and
they began to fasten over themselves from the
leaves of Paradise. And Adam disobeyed his Lord
and erred. Then his Lord chose him and turned to
him in forgiveness and guided [him].” [Siirah
Taha (20): 121-122]

This is the affair, and Iblis is continuous is his transgression,
unceasing in his disobedience, exerting the utmost diligence to

misguide the offspring, just as he lured the parents.

For this reason, he directed the address in this noble context to
the offspring, as a warning about this misguider and causer of
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trials, so that he will not trial them with whispers, just like he did

with the two parents.
Allah (J5%) said:
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“O children of Adam, We have bestowed upon
you clothing to conceal your private parts and as
adornment. But the clothing of righteousness —
that is best. That is from the signs of Allah that
perhaps they will remember.” [Siirah al-‘Araf (7):
26]

Here, Allah (J25%) mentioned the blessing upon his servants with
two types of clothing:

1. Clothing of the inner self with piety, and it stays with
the servant, it does not become worn nor destroyed as
long as the servant protects it, and it is the beauty of the
heart and soul.

2. Clothing of the outer self with garments that cover
the body and hide the privates areas, and they are a
beautification for the people.

If a person loses his outer clothing, or it is stripped off of him, his

private areas will be revealed. This is a proof that exposing the
body is from the tremendous affairs, and that it is reprehensible
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to natural disposition. For this reason it is called saw’ah
(indignity), because its exposure is evil to its owner.

As for the clothing of the inner self, and that is piety, if it was
estimated to be nonexistent, then certainly the inner self will be
exposed, and it will be struck by disgrace and humiliation. A
person will fall into different types of despicable corruption. By
not having piety, a person unclothes himself of shyness, fear,
awareness that Allah is watching, covering, chastity, and other
than that.

For this reason, Allah ($5) said: “The clothing of piety is good.”
That is because righteousness, the righteousness of the outer self,
is a result of piety, and the result of corrupting piety is a
corruption of the outer appearance.

If the hearts are beautified with piety, the bodies will be
beautified, actions will be righteous, and the limbs will be

beautified with modesty, chastity, covering, shyness and being
mindful that Allah is watching.

And if piety is removed from the hearts, and this tremendous
clothing departs, the body will sink into many types of despicable

acts, and many categories of lowliness.

Then, the enmity and plots of the Devil concerning the clothing
of people is very old. He plans a tremendous plot in order to strip
mankind of his clothing, so that his body will be exposed, and so
that he can strip him of his shyness and modesty.
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For this reason, Allah (J:5%) said after His reminder of this
blessing, directing the address to the oftspring:
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“O children of Adam, let not Satan tempt you as
he removed your parents from Paradise, stripping
them of their clothingto show them their private
parts. Indeed, he sees you, he and his tribe, from
where you do not see them. Indeed, We have
made the devils allies to those who do not believe.”
[Siirah al-‘Araf (7): 27]

Allah (Js3%) warned the offspring about letting the Devil do to
them that which he did to their father: that he beautify
disobedience to them, try to cause them to desire impermissible
things, and that he cause them to fall into error. And Allah made
known that this enemy sees them from an angle that they do not
see him.

Malik b. Dinar said:
“An enemy that sees you yet you don’t see him, is

certainly difficult to prepare for, except for whom

Allah protects.”
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If this enemy was able to exit the parents from Paradise due to his
intense plotting, his severe deceit, and his constant whispering,
then for him to be able to covey something of this harm and to
hurl something of whispering to the offspring is even more
conceivable, especially women due to their severe weakness and
the small amount of perception of many of them.

And due to this strong gesturing, Allih (Js5%) warned the
children of Adam against him with constantly seeking shelter
from his plots and his whisperings, and Allah ended the verse
with His statement: “We have made the devils allies to those who
do not believe.”

As for the believers, then he does not have any control over them:
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“His authority is only over those who take him as an ally
and those who through him associate others with Allah.”
[S@irah al-Nahl (16): 100]

For this reason, according to the level of weakness in Iman that a
person has, that will be the level of authority that the Devil has
on him, and it is footsteps that the Devil gradually utilizes until
he lands him in the lowest of places, the mud of despicableness,
and the severity of corruption.

Especially with the woman, from the angle that he takes

advantage of her weakness and the deficiency in her intellect and

religion, so he lands her in different types of taking off her clothes
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and removing virtuous traits, by way of many steps and constant
plotting, to the point where the affair has reached that some
women exit the home with their heads, necks, wrists, forearms
chins, and more other than that uncovered, stripping away
shyness and plunging into plaguing epidemics.

Then Allah (J52) addressed the children of Adam with another
address for them in this context connected to clothing, so He

3

(J3%) said:
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“O children of Adam, take your adornment [i.e.,
wear your clothing] at every masjid, and eat and
drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not
those who commit excess. Say, Who has forbidden
the adornment of [i.e., from] Allah which He has
produced for His servants and the good [lawful]
things of provision? Say, They are for those who
believe during worldly life [but] exclusively for
them on the Day of Resurrection. Thus do We

detail the verses for a people who know.” [Siirah
al-‘Araf (7): 31-32]

95



So Allah informed [us] that He brought forth for His servants
beauty in the form of different types of clothing with their
different styles, and that He brought forth for us wholesome
provisions from food and drink with all of their different types.

The origin of all of these things is that they have been made
permissible and are lawful, except that which has come in Islamic
law stating its impermissibility. It is not for anyone to declare
anything impermissible from those aforementioned things
except with an explicit Islamic proof. '

For this reason, He (J52) said: “Say, ‘Who has forbidden the
adornment of [i.e., from] Allah which He has produced for His
servants?’ In other words, who is the person who sets restrictions
on them concerning things that Allah made vast?

For this reason, the initial ruling concerning customs, food,
drink, clothing, going, coming, speech and the rest of customary
dealings is that they are lawful. So, nothing from them is declared
impermissible expect that which Allih and His messenger
(Jsakaflz) have declared impermissible; whether it be by way of
an explicit text, or by way of something that enters into a
generality or a correct analogy; otherwise, the ruling is that the
rest of customary dealings are permissible, just as the previous
text indicates. Also, His (Js3) statement: “It is He who created
for you all of that which is on the earth,” and other than these
two text.

Allah ($:52) commanded His servants with clothing, and He did

not specify a particular type that it is obligatory to stick to. The
affair returns back to the culture and to the customs of the people.
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The origin of [types] of clothing is that they have been made
permissible, just as our Prophet (izuifi) said:

“Eat, drink, dress, and give charity without bein
g g
wasteful or arrogant.”

Ibn ‘Abbas (zegis) said:

“Bat and wear what you want, as long as two
things are not involved: wastefulness and
arrogance.”

However, Islamic legislation came with some guidelines,
conditions, and restrictions that must be observed regarding
clothing. They guarantee a person’s happiness, modesty, and
success in this life and the Hereafter.

For this reason, it is obligatory for every Muslim to restrict his
clothing with Islamic guidelines and the restrictions of Islam. The
people of knowledge have explained this topic extensively in
numerous writings, so that virtue can actualize in clothing and
perfection can be completed.

! Collected by al-Bukhari with some of the chain missing in the “Chapter of
Clothing.” Ahmad connected the chain (no. 6695). It is also collected by al-

NisaT (no. 2559), and Ibn Majah (no. 3650) in the Hadith of ‘Abdullah b.
‘Amr ().

2 Collected by al-Bukhiri with some of the chain missing in the “Chapter of
Clothing.” Ibn Abi Shaybah connected it in “The Musannaf (no. 24878).”
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Tribulation in clothing takes up numerous chapters and many
volumes, and speaking about the types of clothing which has
targeted the woman to entrap her in this tribulation is very vast.
So much so, that it has gotten difficult for the people of virtue to
find modest clothing to buy for their women and daughters.

It is obligatory for women to be strictly on guard against the plots
of the enemies and the whispers of the Devil that they have
concocted to pull women into the direction of removing her
clothing and discarding her modesty by wearing the many types
of clothing that have been imported to the market places of the
Muslims in order to entangle the Muslim woman into trouble
and to land her in the sludge of evil; and to busy her with the
types of clothing for the clothed yet naked.

[This is also designed to] arouse in her heart a desire to love to
resemble non-Muslim women, those women who walk on earth
without Iman that deters them, nor morals that curb them, nor
etiquettes that prevent them.

The aim behind this is to entice her into discarding Islamic
legislation, to pull her into the lowest forms of despicableness,
and to distance her from the fountain of chastity and virtue.

In the authentic collection of Muslim' on the authority of Abii
Hurayrah, he said: The Messenger of Allah (fzu4fz) said:

“It was reported that the Prophet (izuae) said:
“There are two types of the people of Hell that I

! (No. 5704).
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have not seen yet: men with whips like the tails of
cattle with which they strike the people, and
women who are clothed yet naked, walking with
an enticing gait, with something on their heads
that looks like the humps of camels, leaning to one
side. They will never enter Paradise or even smell
its fragrance, although its fragrance can be
detected from such and such a distance.”

From what is befitting to know is that the covering of woman,
her modesty, and her shyness all return to the strength of her
Iman and religion. This can be examined, for example, from the
condition of Umm Salamah (gzgs).

When the Prophet (iss&4fl) mentioned that a2 woman should
drag her overgarment the length of a handspan; she said:

“Something may become uncovered.” He said:
g may
“Then a forearm's length, no more than that.”

As for the one whose religion has become deteriorated and her
Iman has become weak, then her concern is directed towards
revealing a handspan, forearm, or even increasing - all according
to level of the deterioration of her religion. She may even think
that this is civilized, refinement of social culture, and progress,
but the reality is that it is a path to ruin and destruction.

! Collected by Abii Dawiid in the “Sunan” (4117), by at-Tirmidhi in “al-
Jami’ah” (1732) and an-Nasa in “As-Sunan an-Kubra” (no. 3580).
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Thus, let the Muslim woman fear Allah and be aware that Allah
is watching her, in private, and in public. And let her know that
her covering is modesty for her and a safety valve for her that
protects her, by the permission of Allah, from trials and evil
customs.

The Beauty of Imin [Faith]

The adornment of Iman is tremendous, lofty, splendid, and
beautiful, whoever is given success to beautify himself with it,
then indeed he has been given success to the most tremendous

good, and he will be happy in this life and the Hereafter.

It is the true adornment and the jewel for which there is no equal
nor comparison, whoever removes this adornment is certainly a
person who has lost all beauty, even if they are beautified with
the most splendid jewelry and the best clothing.

When Allah mentioned in Siirah al-‘Araf the blessing of clothing
and His descending it to the people, so that it could be
adornment, covering, and beauty for them, He (js5) said in that
noble context: “The clothing of piety is good.”

Therefore, the clothing of piety and embellishment of Iman is
the true embellishment, and it is the complete, perfect
beautification that whoever loses it, he has lost all good, all virtue,
all excellence, and all beauty. So, what kind of beauty is imagined
without Iman!! And what kind of excellence is imagined without
the fear of Ar-Rahman [The Most Merciful]?
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Yes, it is true, there could be false outer appearances and affairs
that put people to trial; they think that they possesses the most
complete beautification and the most excellent embellishments,
except that with their loss of the adornment of Iman and the
sweetness of Imin, they have lost true beautification and true

beauty.

And Allzh has bestowed upon the people of Iman and granted
them nobility with this adornment, and he beautified them with
this ornament, and due to the mixing of Iman in their hearts,
their taste of its taste and sweetness, and their knowledge of its
worth and status, they have come to appreciate the worth of the
adornment of Iman, and they find that in their hearts. Allah (j52)
said:
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“But Allah has endeared to you the faith and has
made it pleasing in your hearts and has made
hateful to you disbelief, defiance and disobedience.
Those are the [rightly] guided. [It is] as bounty
from Allah and favor. And Allah is Knowing and
Wise.” [Al-Hujurat (49): 7-8]
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The part of the verse that is relevant here is the Saying of Allah
(3s2): “endeared,” meaning He endeared Iman “in their hearts.”
Thus, the believer, who Allah (jz%) has bestowed upon him the
favor of tasting this sweetness, experiencing its flavor, and
experiencing happiness due to this delight, finds this
aforementioned beauty in his heart, and he feels that this beauty,
which Allah has bestowed upon and honored him with, by
making him from its people, this is the true adornment and

beauty.

Do not be fooled by false outer appearances that hinder and
divert people from actualizing Iman, completing it, and
perfecting it; rather, the affair has caused some people to go so far
in searching for false beauty that they oppose the legislation of
Allah, disobey His messenger (izuk4fe), and oppose the sound,
natural disposition that Allah created them upon, all the while
they are mistakenly disillusioned, thinking that they are
actualizing adornment and embellishment for themselves, and
that they are achieving excellence and beauty.

How preposterous! And again: How preposterous is it to possess
beauty by way of disobeying the Most Merciful, and to attain
adornment by opposing the noble Messenger (Jz&df). The
reality of these people is that they are living a false reality, living
with warped thoughts, and changing the proper natural
disposition and sound intellects.

The intelligent person establishes his embellishment and
adornment according to the guidance of what the pure
legislation of Allah has set as boundaries for him, and according
to the Sunnah of His noble Prophet (isuife).
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In a transmitted supplication on our Prophet (jz.&ife), and it is
in “as-Sunan al-Kubra” by an-Nasa7, and other that it, with an
established chain to the Hadith of ‘Ammar b. Yasir; we find it is
from the supplications of prayer:

«O Allah, adorn us with the adornment of Iman,
and make us those who guide others and are
rightly guided.”

He (Jsufdfie) asked his Lord this tremendous supplication, lofty
request, and magnificent aim: beautification with the adornment

of Iman and the beauty of piety; “The clothing of piety is good.”

The embellishment and beautifying one’s self with the
adornment of Imin requires from the successful servant to strive
against the soul, seeking the aid of Allah, just as the Messenger of
Allah (Jzaife) said:

“Be diligent in what benefits you, and seek the aid
of Allah.”

So he strives against himself in order to actualize the reality of
Iman and the legislation of Islam, striving to complete himself
with that and to complete his outward and inward beauty by
actualizing that - and while striving for all of that, he asks Allah
for His help and aid.

!ts reference has preceded.
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The adornment of Iman is an adornment that covers the outward
appearances of a servant and his inner appearance, so it is the
adornment of the heart with the reality of Iman and the
foundations of the religion, and the greatest of those foundations
which the religion is built upon and which this adornment stands -
is to believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the
Last Day, and to believe in divine decree, the good of it and the

bad of it.!

These are foundations and the basis which this great beauty and
tremendous adornment stand upon: the adornment of Iman.

Allah (%5): said:

o T304 0, ,/' o,’t/ e o 4 Lo 1/0) e
G SHESES 0 6 AT 3 (S U5 o H@}
(5 5 S5 3ty 505 B 5

“Righteousness is not that you turn your faces
toward the east or the west, but [true]
righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the
Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets.”
[Stirah al-Baqarah (2): 177]
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! Its reference has preceded.
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And He (%) said:

“The Messenger has believed in what was revealed
to him from his Lord, and [so have] the believers.
All of them have believed in Allah and His angels
and His books and His messengers, [saying], ‘We
make no distinction between any of His
messengers.” And they say, ‘We hear and we obey.
[We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You
is the [final] destination.” [Siirah al-Baqarah (2):
285]

8358 I ST 4,255 S e 130 0T )

>

K505 B 55 o T el LB 25
- (’/ 1 a// i 23t P )/‘/
{@‘ MWiZ 5 2 oY1 L0 4055 .45

“O you who have believed, believe in Allah and His
Messenger and the Book that He sent down upon His
Messenger and the Scripture which He sent down
before. And whoever disbelieves in Allah, His angels,
His books, His messengers, and the Last Day has
certainly gone far astray.” [Siirah an-Nisi (4): 136]

These are the foundations that this tremendous beauty is built
upon, and that the tree of Iman stands upon, which there is
nothing more beautiful or excellent than it. So, its establishment
is upon something firm, and from it sprouts beautiful, splendid
and excellent looking branches: the branches of Iman, and it is
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the different types of obedience and categories of drawing close
to Allah, which by way of them the Muslim draws closer to his
Lord.

Then after that, there comes the beautiful, fine-tasting and
splendid fruits which a believer picks.

[Allah (Jz52) said:]
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“It produces its fruit all the time, by permission of
its Lord.” [Siirah Ibrahim (14): 25]

The believer does not stop picking from this beautiful, splendid
tree, all the time, and at every opportunity, in this life and the
Hereafter. He picks from happiness, relaxation of the heart,
coolness of the eyes, happiness of the soul, vast provisions, the
disappearance of worries, the vanishing of anxiety, and other
than that from the fruits of the life of this world, and the reward
of the Hereafter is better and everlasting.

Furthermore, adorning the outward appearance and beautifying
it with the adornment of Iman is done by strictly performing the
obligatory matters of the religion, the obligatory acts of Islam,
and the legislated matters which the servant has been
commanded to do.

106




At the forefront of those affairs are the five foundations of Islam.
The Prophet (iz&4fz) said about them in the Hadith of Ibn
‘Umar:

“Islam is built upon five: to bear witness that none
has the right to be worshipped except Allah and
that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, to
establish the prayer, to pay Zakah, to perform
pilgrimage to the house, and to fast Ramadhan.”

Certainly, these blessed actions and tremendous acts of obedience
are in reality the adornment for the Muslim and his beauty;
additionally, they are a reason for his success and happiness in this
life and the Hereafter. So, the prayer is light, splendidness, and
excellence for its performer. Likewise, all acts of obedience,
generally, that a servant performs, they increase him in excellence
and splendidness. This is contrary to the one who shuns the
religion of Allah (jgz). For certain, sins, disobedience, and
distance from the obedience of Allah is darkness in the face and
gloom in the chest.

Likewise, turning away from the legislation of Allah by

practicing innovated innovations causes darkness in the face, just
as ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak (gizs) said:

! Collected by al-Bukhari (no. 8) and the wording is his, and by Muslim (no.
16).
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“The performer of innovation has darkness on his
face, even if he oils it thirty times a day.”

This means: even if he puts oil on his body for beautification and
good-looks it will not remove the darkness of innovation nor the

darkness of disobedience of Allzh from the faces.

And likewise from tremendous beauty is for the Muslim to have
concern for legislated Islamic etiquettes and the morals of Islam.
So, if Allah honors His servant with the adornment of virtuous
etiquettes, complete morals, and refined dealings, then whoever
intermingles with them will certainly sense this beauty and
notice this excellence that is worn by the person who beautifies,
adorns and decorates himself with the virtuous Islamic character.

Certainly our Prophet (izuife) came with complete etiquette
and outstanding and virtuous outstanding manners, those that
raise the one who embodies them to lofty levels and high
standing, added to that is what Allah has prepared for him for

those who have lofty manners from reward and bounties.
An occasion that highlights the magnitude of this affair is that the
Prophet (izuidf) was asked about that greatest reason that will

cause people to enter Paradise, so he said:

“Fear of Allah and excellent character.”

' Collected by al-Lalaka’ in: “Itigad Ahl al-Sunnah” (1/159).
? Collected by at-Tirmidhi in “his Jam'?” (no. 2004), and by Ibn Majah in “his
Sunan” (no. 4246), from the Hadith of Abi Hurayrah ().
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And he (Jzsezife) said:

“Indeed, I have been sent to complete excellent
manners.”

And he said:

“Those of you who will be sitting closet to me on
the Day of Standing are the best of you in
character.”

And the Hadith on this topic are plentiful.

Furthermore, from that which is in this adornment, the
adornment of Iman (faith) and the beauty of this religion, is the
servant staying distant from vice and distance from impermissible
matters, for indeed, Allah did not make anything impermissible
for His servants except that in it there is a harm for them,
immediately or in the future.

If the soul leans toward disobedience, has an eye out to perform
it sometimes, and it longs to fall into it, it is destruction for a
person in his present life and in his Hereafter. It is a removal of
his splendidness and excellence. If he takes a step into
disobedience, then for every step he takes, he loses a portion and

' Collected by Ahmad in “al-Musnad” (no. 8952), in the Hadith of Abd
Hurayrah (4246).

% Collected by at—T1rm1dh1 in “al-Jam’i” (no. 2018) in the Hadith of Jabir
(£e8s5), and its origin is in the “Sahihayn”.
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share of the adornment and beauty of Iman, all according to how |
many steps he takes.

I end this advice and these directives with what I began ‘With, and
it is the supplication of the people of Paradise. Allah (Js2) said:
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“Their call therein will be, ‘Exalted are You, O
Allah,” and their greeting therein will be, ‘Peace.’
And the last of their call will be, ‘Praise to Allah,
Lord of the worlds!”” [S@irah Yiinus (10): 10]

And with Allah alone is success; He has no partners. I ask Him
(332) to give my Muslim sisters success by taking advantage of
these advices, and that He guides us all to the straight path, the
path of those who he has blessed from the prophets, the truthful,

the martyrs, and the righteous, excellent are those as companions.

Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best handler of affairs. All
praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all the creation, and may Allzh
exalt the mention of our Prophet, Muhammad, his family, and
his companions, and may He grant them safety.
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Glossary

A

Ayah: (pl. ayat) “sign,” a verse of the Qurian.

Ahad: a narration which is narrated through one chain only.
Ahadith: see hadiih.

‘Alayhi al-salam: May Allah (J&;%s2.) protect and preserve
him. It is said after the name of a Prophet of Allah or after the
name of an Angel.

Ansar: Helpers; the Muslims of al-Madinah who supported the
Muslims who migrated from Makkah.

‘Arsh: Throne of Allah (JG5Es22).

‘Asr: the afternoon Prayer.

Awliya‘: see Wall.

B

Bid‘ah: Heresy (any innovatory practice).

Buriaq: An animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than a
horse on which the Prophet (SEi2iie.%) went for the
Mi'raj.

D

Da'T: One engaged in da‘wah, caller.

Da'if: A weak, unauthentic narration.

Da‘wah: Invitation, call to Allah (J&;%5s22).

Din: a completed way of life prescribed by Allah (J&58522).
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Dhikr: (pl. adhkar) remembrance of Allah (4353 ) with the heart,

sayings of the tongue and actions of our limbs.

F

Fihish: One who speaks with evil or obscene speech.

Fard Kifayah: A collective obligation - if fulfilled by a part of
the community, then the rest are not obligated.

Fatwa: (pl. farawa) A religious verdict.

Faqih: A Scholar who can give religious verdicts.

Figh: Islamic jurisprudence, understanding.

Fitnah: (pl. fitan) Trials, persecution, conflicts and strifes among
the Muslims.

Fitrah: the natural disposition that one is born upon.

G

Ghuluww: Going to an extreme.
Ghusl: A ceremonial bath necessary for the one who is in a state
of Janabah (ritual sexual impurity).

H

Hadith: (pl. ahadith) the saying, actions and approvals accurately
narrated from the Prophet (Ja4ifesafesifie).

Halal: Lawful.

Hanif: Pure Islamic Monotheism (worshiping Allah alone and
nothing else).

Haram: Unlawful and forbidden.
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Hasan: fine, good; a term used for an authentic hadith, which
does not reach the level of Sahih.

Harj: Killing.

Al-Hariiriyyah: a special unorthodox religious sect that
branched off from the Khawarij.

Hijrah: Migration from the land of Shirk to the land of Islam.
Hukm: A judgment of legal decision (especially of Allah).

I

‘Ibadah: worship, worship of Allah.

Thsan: Worshipping Allah as though you see Him. However,
since you cannot see Him, then know that He sees you.

Ijma‘: A consensus, a unified opinion of Scholars regarding a
certain issue.

Ijtihad: exertion of effort; the process of arriving at a reasoned
decision by a Scholar on an issue.

Imam: A leader; a leader in Prayer, knowledge in figh, leader of
a state.

Iman: faith, to affirm all that was revealed to the Prophet
(siiesiife).

Isnad: the chain of narrators linking the collector of the saying
to the person quoted.

Istikharah: a Prayer consisting of two units (rak'ah) asking Allah
for guidance.

Istiwa: ascending; the ascending of Allah above the Throne (in
the manner that befits His Majesty).

J
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Janabah: A state of a person after having sexual intercourse or
sexual discharge.

Janazah: (pl. janaa‘iz): Funeral.

Jihad: striving, struggling, fighting to make the Word of Allzh
supreme.

Jumu'ah: Friday.

Jinn: invisible creation, created by Allah from smokeless fire.
Junub: a person who is in the state of janabah.

K

Ka'bah: a square stone building in al-Masjid al-Haram (the great
mosque in Makkah which Muslims go to for pilgrimage and to
which all Muslims direct their face in Prayer).

Al-Kaba‘ir: The major sins.

Khariji: (pl. Khawarij): Those who declared that a Muslim
becomes a disbeliever due to commiting a major sin alone.
Khalifah: (pl. khulafa): the head of the Islamic government to
whom the oath of allegiance is given.

Khilafah: an Islamic state.

Khutbah: (person khatib), religious talk (sermon).

Kufr: (person kafir) act of disbelief in the Religion of Islam.

M

Madhhab: The position, view or opinion of a Muslim Scholar
or school of Islamic Jurisprudence.

Makriih: Something that is not approved of, undesirable from
the point of view of Religion, although not punishable.
Manhaj: A way; method; methodology.
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Marfii: A raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet
(Asdlessdedifis).

Masjid: A mosque.

Mawbiqat: great destructive sins.

Mudallis: one who practises tadlis.

Mubhajir: (pl. muhajiroon, muhajirin) one who migrated from the
land of the disbelievers to the land of the Muslims for the sake of
Allah.

Muhaddith: scholar of the science of hadith.

Mufti: one who gives fatawa.

Mujahid: (pl. mujahidiin): a Muslim warrior in Jihad.

Mujtahid: Someone who is qualified to pass judgment using
ijtihad.

Munkar: Rejected; a narration which is inauthentic itself and
contradicts and authentic narrations.

Mugqallid: one who practices taglid.

Mushrik: (pl. mushrikiin) polythesists, pagans and disbelievers in
the oneness of Allaah (553 ) and His Messenger (Jasakiifie).
Mustahabb: Recommended; an action if left not punishable and
if done it is rewardable.

Muttaqiin: People who are pious.

Mutawatir: a hadith which is narrated by a very large number of
reporters, such that it cannot be supported that they all agreed
upon a lie. ,

Muwahhid: (pl. muwahhidiin) one who unifies all of his worship
and directs it to Allah alone.

Mawdii: Fabricated; spurious; invented (narration).

Mawquf: stopped; a narration from a Companion, which does
not go back to the Prophet (Ja5.84).

Mawsiil: Connected; a continuous isnad that can be narrated
back to the Prophet (dzssfedile).
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N

Nifilah: (pl. nawafil) Optional act of worship.
Niyyah: An intention from the heart.
Nusuk: A sacrifice.

Q

Qadar: Divine pre-ordainment; that which Allah has ordained
for His creation.

Qiblah: The direction the Muslims face during Prayer.

Qiyas: Anological deduction of Islimic laws. New laws are
deduced from old laws based upon similarity between their
causes.

Quniit: Devotion; a special supplication while standing in the
Prayer.

Quraysh: One of the greatest tribes in Arabia in the pre-Islamic
period of Ignorance. The Prophet (J5.&4{lz) belonged to this
tribe.

R

Rafidi: This is the correct title for the extreme Shi‘ah; those who
bear malice and grudges against the noble Companions to the
extent that they declare them to be apostates. They also hold that
the Quran which the Muslims have is neither complete nor
preserved from corruption.

Ramadan: The ninth month of Islimic calander, in which
Muslims observe fasting.




S

Sahabah: Muslims who met the Prophet (Ja5.&4{lz) believing
in him and died believing in him.

Sahth: Authentic, the highest rank of classification of authentic
ahadith.

Salaf, Salaf al-Salih: The pious predecessors; the Muslims of the
first three generations: the Companions, the successors and their
SuCCessors.

Salafi: one who ascribes oneself to the Salaf and follows their
way.

Sirah: The life story of the Prophet (fz.k4fi).

Shari‘ah: The divine code of law in Islam.

Shawwal: The month after Ramadan.

Shaytan: Satan.

Shi‘ah: (see Rafidi) A collective name for the various sects
claiming love for Ahl al-Bayt.

Shirk: Associating partners with Allah directly or indirectly in
worship; compromising any aspects of Tawhid.

Siirah: A chapter of the Qurian.

Sunnah: Example, practice; the way of life of the Prophet
(Jasaeiifle), consisting of his words, actions and silent approvals.
The Sunnah is contained in various ahadith.

T

Tabit: (pl. tabi'in) the generation after the Companions of the
Prophet (S aigiessk).

Tafsir: explanation of the Qurian.

Taghiit: Anything that is worshiped other than the real God

(Allah) (i.e. false deities).
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TaHajjud: Voluntary, recommended Prayer between the
compulsory Prayers of ‘Isha‘ and Fajr.

Takhrij: It is to reference a hadith to its sources and analyze its
chains of narration.

Tagqlid: Blind following; to follow someone’s opinion (madhhab)
without evidence.

Taqwa: Acting in obedience to Allah, hoping for His mercy
upon light from Him and faqwa is leaving acts of disobedience,
out of fear of Him, upon light from Him.

Tarjamah: Notes about a reporter of hadith.

Tawaf: The circumambulation of the ka‘bah.

Tawhid: Islamic Monotheism; the Oneness of Allah. Believing
and acting upon His Lordship, His rights of Worship and Names
and Attributes.

U

Uhud: A well-known mountain in al-Madinah. One of the
greatest battles in Islamic history came at its foot. This is called
Ghazwah Uhud.

‘Ulama*: (singular: ‘alim) scholars.

Umm: Mother of, used as an identification.

Ummah: Nation, the Muslims as a whole.

‘Umrah: A visit to Makkah during which one performs the tawaf
around the Ka'bah and the Sa'i between al-Safa and al-Marwah.
It is called the lesser Hajj.

Usiil: The fundamentals.

w

Wahyi: The revelation or inspiration of Allah to His Prophets.
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Wahdah al-Wujiid: The belief that everything in existance is
intact Allah. This deviant belief is held by many Sufiyyah.
Wakil: Disposer of affairs. ,
Witr: Odd; the last Prayer at the night, which consists of odd
number of raka‘at (units).

Walimah: The wedding feast.

Wasilah: the means of approach or achieving His closeness to
Allah by getting His favours.

Wudii‘: An ablution (ritual washing) that is performed before
Prayer and other kinds of worship.

Y

Yagqin: Perfect and absolute faith.
Yathrib: One of the names of al-Madinah.

Z

Zakat: Charity that is obligatory on everyone who has wealth
over and above a certain limit over which a year has passed (2.5%
of saved weath).

Zakat al-Fitr: An obligatory charity by the Muslims to be given
to the poor before the Prayer of ‘Id al-Fitr.

Zamzam: The sacred water inside the haram (the grand mosque)
at Makkah.

Zanadiqah: An atheist, a heretic.
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Our Call to the Ummah

[1]: We believe in Allah and His Names and Attributes, as they
were mentioned in the Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (J52), without tahrif (distortion), nor ta‘wil
(figurative interpretation), nor tamthil (making a likeness), nor
tashbih (resemblance), nor ta'fil (denial).

[2]: We love the Companions (#z&fs5) of the Messenger of
Allaah ({5.%240(2), and we hate those who speak against them.
We believe that to speak ill of them is to speak ill of the Religion,
because they are the ones who conveyed it to us. And we love
the Family of the Prophet ({z.&4{(=) with love that is permitted
by the Shari'ah. ‘Imran Ibn Husayn (#efiiss) said, “O people!

Learn the knowledge of the Religion from us, if you do not do
s0, then you will certainly be misguided.”

[3]: We love the People of Hadith and all of the Salaf of the
Ummah from Ahl al-Sunnah. Imam al-Shatibi (d.790H) - iz
- said, “The Salaf al-Salih, the Companions, the tabi‘in and their
successors knew the Qur‘an, its sciences and its meanings the

best.”

[4]: We despise ‘ilm al-kalam (knowledge of theological
thetoric), and we view it to be from amongst the greatest reasons
for the division in the Ummah.

! Refer to al-Kifayah (p. 15) of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.
? Refer to al-Muwdfiqat (2/79) of al-Shatibi.
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[sl: We do not accept anything from the books of figh
(jurisprudence), nor from the books of fafsir (explanation of the
Qur'an), nor from the ancient stories, nor from the Sirah
(biography) of the Prophet (Jz5.&4iflz), except that which has
been confirmed from Allah or from His Messenger (dz5s&5{).
We do not mean that we have rejected them, nor do we claim
that we are not in need of them. Rather, we benefit from the
discoveries of our Scholars and the jurists and other than them.
However, we do not accept a ruling, except with an authentic

proof.

[6]: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our
lessons, nor do we give sermons with anything except the Quran,
or the authentic and authoritative hadith. And we detest what
emanates from many books and admonishers in terms of false
stories and weak and fabricated ahadith. ‘Abdullah Ibn al-
Mubarak (d.181H) - &5 - said, “The authentic ahadith are
sufficient and the weak ahadith are not needed.”

[7]: We do not perform takfir upon any Muslim due to any sin,
except Shirk with Allah, or the abandonment of Prayer, or
apostasy. We seek refuge in Allah from that.

[8]: We believe that the Quran is the Speech of Allah, it is not
created.

[9]: We hold that our ‘obligation is to co-operate with the group
that traverses the methodology of the Book and the Sunnah, and
what the Salaf of the Ummah were upon; in terms of calling to

! Refer to al-Jami' li-Akhlaq al-Rawi (2/159) of al-Suyiifi.
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Allah (J%;852), and being sincere in worship of Him, and
warning from Shirk, innovations, and disobedience, and to advise
all of the groups that oppose this." ‘So co-operating upon
righteousness and piety (faqwa) and mutual advising necessitates
warning against evil and not co-operating with the wicked.”

[10]: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the Muslim
rulers as long as they are Muslims, nor do we feel that revolutions
bring about reconciliation. Rather, they corrupt the community.

[x1]: We hold that this multiplicity of present day parties is a
reason for the division of the Muslims and their weakness. So
therefore we set about ‘freeing the minds from the fetters of
blind-following and the darkness of sectarianism and party
spirit.”

[12]: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Allah and of
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Joadfle) to the
understanding of the Salaf of the Ummah from the Scholars of
hadith, not the blind-followers of their individuals. Rather, we
take the truth from wherever it comes. And we know that there
are those who claim Salafiyyah, yet Salafiyyah is free from them,
since they bring to the society what Allah has prohibited. We

! From a fatwa by the Committee of Major Scholars dated: 11/16/1417H, (no. 18870). It
was signed by al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Baz, Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz Ibn ‘Abdullzh
Al al-Shaykh, Shaykh ‘Abdullih Ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ghudayyan, Shaykh Bakr
Ibn ‘Abdullah Abii Zayd, and Shaykh Salih Ibn Fawzin al-Fawzan.

? From the words of Shaykh Ibn Baz in al-Furqan magazine (issue no. 14, p. 1s).

* From Figh al-Wagi' (p. 49) of al-Albani.
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believe in ‘cultivating the young generation upon this Islam,
purified from all that we have mentioned, giving to them a
correct Islamic education from the start - without any influence
from the disbelieving western education.”

[13]: We believe that politics is a part of the Religion, and those
who try to separate the Religion from politics are only
attempting to destroy the Religion and to spread chaos.

[14]: We believe there will be no honour or victory for the
Muslims until they return to the Book of Allaah and to the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Jzsaksfie).

[15]: We oppose those who divide the Religion into trivialities
and important issues. And we know that this is a destructive

da‘wah.

[16]: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of the
Sunnah, and say that this is not the time for it. Likewise, we
oppose those who put down acting upon the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (Jz5.8{).

[17]: Our da‘wah and our ‘agidah is more beloved to us than our
own selves, our wealth and our offspring. So we are not prepared
to part with it for gold, nor silver. We say this so that no one may
have hope in buying out our da‘wah, nor should he think that it
is possible for him to purchase it from us for dinar or dirham.

! From Figh al-Waagi' (p. s1) of al-Albani.
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[18]: We love the present day Scholars of the Sunnah and hope to
benefit from them and regret the passing away of many of them.
Imam Malik said (d.179H) - %425, “The knowledge of hadith is
your flesh and blood and you will be asked concerning it on the
Day of Judgement, so look who you are taking it from.”

[19]: We do not accept a fatwa except from the Book of Allah
and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Jz. i)

These are glimpses into our ‘agidah and our da‘wah. So if one has
any objection to this, then we are prepared to accept advice if it
is truthful, and to refute it if it is erroneous, and to avoid it if it is
stubborn rejection. And Allah knows best. -

! Refer to al-Muhaddith al-Fisil (p. 416) and al-Kifayah (p. 21) of al-Khatib.
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A Piece of Advice  Admonition
for the

It was certainly from the guidance of the Messenger of Allah ( $2edifs )
to specifically address the women with admonishments and reminders,
just as it is found in al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas (:42):

“The Messenger of Allah ($E8Ez) exited, prayed and then
delivered a sermon. Then, he approached the women, admonished
them, gave them a reminder and commanded them with charity.”

0 successful woman, may Allah fragrance your life with knowledge and
Iman, your time with obedience and awareness of Him, and may He
beautify your body with a covering and modesty.

This is advice that I gift to you, hoping that Allah will benefit you by way
of it.
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